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attacks, I detailed actions the United States
Government has taken in response to ter-
rorist attacks here and abroad.

At the same time, I announced that the
U.S. Government had blocked the assets of
two more terrorist organizations:

• Umma Tameer-e-Nau (UTN), an orga-
nization that claimed to feed the hungry
and needy of Afghanistan but that in
fact provided information about nuclear
weapons to Al Qaida; and

• Lashkar-e-Taiba, a stateless sponsor of
terrorism that has conducted operations
against Indian troops and civilian tar-
gets.

I also condemned the terrorist attacks
against the Indian Parliament and the Kash-
mir Legislature and extended condolences to
the Indian Government and the families of
the victims.

These attacks were meant to strike at In-
dia’s democracy and kill its leaders but were
also intended to undermine Pakistan, harm
the rapidly improving U.S.-Pakistan relation-
ship, and to destabilize the global coalition
against terrorism.

I have strongly condemned the attacks. I
call upon President Musharraf to take deci-
sive action against Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, and other terrorist organiza-
tions, their leaders, finances, and activities.

President Musharraf has condemned the
terrorist attacks on the Legislature in
Srinagar and on the Indian Parliament. He
has said that he would move against those
involved in the attacks. As President
Musharraf does so, he will have our full sup-
port.

Joint Statement by the Leaders of the
United States of America, Canada
and the United Mexican States on
Argentina
December 21, 2001

Argentina is our neighbor and friend and
we have witnessed recent events with con-
cern and compassion. We hope that all Ar-
gentines can come together to find a solution
that leads the country back to sustainable
growth and prosperity. We applaud the great
strength displayed by Argentina’s institutions

through this period, and reiterate our con-
fidence in the country’s standing as one of
the Western Hemisphere’s leading democ-
racies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Nursultan
Nazarbayev on the New Kazakhstan-
American Relationship
December 21, 2001

We declare our commitment to strengthen
the long-term, strategic partnership and co-
operation between our nations, seeking to
advance a shared vision of a peaceful, pros-
perous and sovereign Kazakhstan in the 21st
Century that is increasingly integrated into
the global economy and the community of
democratic nations. To this end, we will ad-
vance our cooperation on counterterrorism
and non-proliferation, democratic political
and free-market economic reform, and mar-
ket-based investment and development of
energy resources.

These goals further reflect our recognition
that the threats of terrorism and proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction endanger the
security not only of the United States and
Kazakhstan, but of the world at large. We
therefore seek to develop our security co-
operation to address these challenges and
foster cooperation among Kazakhstan, its
Central Asian neighbors, the United States,
and our European friends, partners, and al-
lies. In pursuit of these objectives, we are
determined to deepen cooperation bilaterally
and within NATO’s Partnership for Peace.

We reiterate our intent to cooperate in the
war against terrorism to its conclusion and
within the framework of the international co-
alition. We underscore our support for a
broad-based Afghan government at peace in-
ternally and with its neighbors. We also
pledge our readiness to cooperate in Afghani-
stan’s reconstruction.

Recognizing that Kazakhstan was the first
country to renounce its nuclear-weapons sta-
tus voluntarily, we reaffirm our mutual com-
mitment to the non-proliferation of weapons
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of mass destruction. Both sides agree on the
need for urgent attention to improving the
physical protection and accounting of all nu-
clear, chemical, and biological weapons ma-
terials in all possessor states, and to pre-
venting illicit trafficking in these materials.
We pledge to expand our cooperation on
these matters under the United States-
Kazakhstan Cooperative Threat Reduction
Agreement.

In the spirit of partnership, Kazakhstan
and the United States intend to strengthen
joint activity in ensuring security and stability
in Central Asia. We agree that the expansion
of trade and economic ties among the states
of Central Asia, and deepening of regional
integration in important areas, such as the
environment, water resources, and transpor-
tation systems are a basis for regional secu-
rity. The United States will consider enhanc-
ing assistance programs to Kazakhstan to
strengthen border security and to increase
the defensive capabilities of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

We recognize that free market economies
and the rule of law provide the most effective
means to advance the welfare of our citizens
and the stability of our societies. The United
States and Kazakhstan pledge to advance our
bilateral economic, trade, and investment re-
lations, including through expanded contacts
between the business communities of our
countries. We will strive to further develop
an attractive, transparent and predictable in-
vestment climate. Achieving this goal re-
quires removal of legislative and administra-
tive barriers to investment, strengthening re-
spect for contracts and the rule of law, reduc-
ing corruption, and enhancing Kazakhstan’s
strong record on economic reform.

We also intend to cooperate to advance
Kazakhstan’s integration in the global econ-
omy by supporting Kazakhstan’s accession to
the World Trade Organization on the basis
of standard and agreed criteria, and its grad-
uation from the Jackson-Vanik Amendment.

We affirm our desire to strengthen our en-
ergy partnership to diversify export options
for Kazakhstan’s oil and gas and to diversify
global energy supplies. We share the view
that a key element of this effort is develop-
ment of multiple pipelines that will ensure
delivery of Caspian energy to world markets,

unfettered by monopolies or constrained by
geographic chokepoints. We welcome the re-
cent opening of the Caspian Pipeline Consor-
tium (CPC) Pipeline and underscore our
support for development of the Aktau-Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil export route on commer-
cial terms. We will also work together to pro-
tect the rights of foreign investors and to
abide by decisions of courts, particularly of
international courts of arbitration.

Recognizing that democracy is a corner-
stone of long-term stability, we reaffirm our
desire to strengthen democratic institutions
and processes, such as independent media,
local government, pluralism, and free and
fair elections. We also reiterate our mutual
commitments to advance the rule of law and
promote freedom of religion and other uni-
versal human rights as promoted by the
United Nations and the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, of which
we are both members. Finally, we pledge to
enhance understanding between the citizens
of our two countries by promoting people-
to-people exchanges, initiatives of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, and contacts be-
tween business people.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Establishing the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge
December 21, 2001

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
H.R. 1230, which will establish the Detroit
River International Wildlife Refuge, the first-
ever international wildlife refuge.

The Detroit River on the Michigan-Can-
ada border has lost over 95 percent of its
coastal wetland habitat and has been des-
ignated a Waterfowl Habitat Area of Concern
by the Canadian and American governments.
Establishing this International Wildlife Ref-
uge will do a lot to provide this special place
with the protection that it needs.

This area is a prime waterfowl migration
corridor and is considered a special place for
sportsmen, birders, and boaters. An esti-
mated 300,000 diving ducks stop in the River
to rest and feed during their fall migration
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