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2001 also saw the largest tax relief in two
decades.

These achievements bring credit to the
Congress, and I’m grateful for their work.
I’m disappointed, however, that the Senate
was not able to pass legislation to get our
economy growing again and to help workers
who have lost their jobs. I’m hopeful that
the positive spirit of bipartisan accomplish-
ment that guided much of this year’s success
will prevail when Congress returns early next
year.

Our thoughts in these coming days, how-
ever, do not center on public policy. Millions
of Americans will be celebrating Christmas,
marking an ancient birth of an eternal prom-
ise of peace on Earth and good will to men.
This Christmas comes just months after a
great national loss. We find ourselves appre-
ciating more than ever the things that matter
most: our families, our friends, and our faith.
We count our blessings, and we remember
all those who feel loss, separation, and need.

For the families that lost a loved one on
September the 11th or in the fighting in Af-
ghanistan, this will be the first Christmas
without a husband or a wife or a father or
a mother or son or daughter. Our Nation
shares their grief.

Many thousands of our fighting men and
women will spend Christmas far from home,
accepting hardship and danger to protect us
all. We are grateful to every military family
for the sacrifice they are making for America.
We owe them much.

Our Nation is also thankful for the people
of every faith, in every community, who make
a special effort this time of year to help
neighbors in need. So many good-hearted
Americans are giving time or money to make
sure that there’s a hot meal for homeless peo-
ple, a Christmas present for disadvantaged
children, food for the hungry in foreign
lands, or just a visit to bring comfort to some-
one who is lonely or sick.

The year now ending saw a few acts of
terrible evil. It also saw many more acts of
courage and kindness and love. And these
reflect the great hope of Christmas: A light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall
not overcome it.

Laura and I wish a very joyous holiday to
all Americans. May the peace and good will

of the season fill every heart and warm every
home.

Thank you for listening, and Merry Christ-
mas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:00 a.m.
on December 21 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
22. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 21 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 25, 2001

Good morning, and Merry Christmas.
During this time of conflict and challenge,
Christmas is a day on which we celebrate
hope and joy, when our thoughts turn to jus-
tice and compassion and to a Prince of Peace
born long ago. This is a day on which we
give thanks for the wonder of God’s love, for
the blessings we have received, and for the
families we love. And this year all of these
things seem particularly important.

Charles Dickens wrote that Christmas is
a time when abundance rejoices and want
is keenly felt. This Christmas finds many fac-
ing hurt and loss, especially the families of
terror victims and of our young men killed
in battle. America grieves with you, and we
hope you’ll especially find the comfort and
hope of Christmas.

Laura and I send our good wishes to all
the families in America that have come to-
gether in celebration. We’re especially grate-
ful to all the men and women of our military,
many of whom are today separated from
their loved ones because they’re serving our
country.

Even in this time of war, we pray for peace
on Earth and good will toward men, and we
continue to ask God’s blessings on the United
States.

Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.

NOTE: The radio greeting was recorded at 10:04
a.m. on December 21 in the Cabinet Room for
later broadcast, and the transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 21 but was embargoed for release until
December 25.
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Message on the Observance of
Kwanzaa
December 20, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all who are celebrating Kwanzaa.

Established in 1966, Kwanzaa represents
an African-American and Pan-African holi-
day celebrating family, community, and cul-
ture. The seven-day observance, beginning
December 26 and ending January 1, serves
as a special time to recognize and reaffirm
the Nguzo Saba, or Seven Principles, of Afri-
can culture. These are unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and responsibility, coop-
erative economics, purpose, creativity, and
faith.

Kwanzaa provides an opportunity for peo-
ple of African heritage, regardless of their
religious background or faith, to come to-
gether and to show reverence for their Cre-
ator and creation, to commemorate the past,
to recommit to high ideals, and to celebrate
the good in life. These life-affirming tradi-
tions take on particular resonance this year,
as the United States and the world face new
challenges to peace. As individuals, families,
and communities take part in this celebration
of unity and of enduring values, I extend best
wishes to people throughout the globe for
a wonderful and memorable Kwanzaa.

Best wishes on this special occasion.
George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 26. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Proclamation 7516—To Extend
Nondiscriminatory Treatment
(Normal Trade Relations Treatment)
to the Products of the People’s
Republic of China
December 27, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. The United States and the People’s Re-

public of China (China) opened trade rela-

tions in 1980. Since that time, the products
of China have received nondiscriminatory
treatment pursuant to annual waivers of the
requirements of section 402 of the Trade Act
of 1974 (the ‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2432).
Trade between the United States and China
has expanded significantly even though
China has maintained restrictions on market
access for U.S. exports and investment.

2. On November 15, 1999, the United
States and China agreed on certain terms and
conditions for China’s accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO) that when imple-
mented will eliminate or greatly reduce the
principal barriers to trade and investment in
China.

3. On November 9, 2001, pursuant to sec-
tion 101(b) of Public Law 106–286, 114 Stat.
881, I transmitted a report to the Congress
certifying that the terms and conditions for
the accession of China to the WTO are at
least equivalent to those agreed between the
United States and China on November 15,
1999. On November 10, 2001, the Ministerial
Conference of the WTO approved the terms
and conditions for China’s accession and in-
vited China to become a member of the
WTO. China has accepted these terms and
conditions and became a WTO member on
December 11, 2001.

4. Pursuant to section 101(a)(1) of Public
Law 106–286, 114 Stat. 881, I hereby deter-
mine that chapter 1 of title IV of the Trade
Act should no longer apply to China.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to sections
101(a)(2) and 102(a) of Public Law 106–286,
114 Stat. 881, do hereby proclaim that:

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment (normal
trade relations treatment) shall be extended
to the products of China; and

(2) The extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment to the products of China shall be
effective as of January 1, 2002.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
one, and of the Independence of the United
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