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Remarks to the United States Winter
Olympic Athletes in Salt Lake City

February 8, 2002

Well, thank you very much. I'm not de-
serving, but I'm proud to wear this jacket.
I want to congratulate our great country’s
Olympic team. I want to thank you all for
your efforts. I want to thank you for your
hard work. The whole country is pulling for
you, and were really proud of you.

I want to thank all those who've worked
to make these Games go well: Mitt Romney,
Sandy Baldwin, Lloyd Ward, Dwight Bell,
Bernie Machen. I want to thank your coaches
and your families.

Today we're joined by three Port Authority
Police Officers from New York City: Tony
Scannella, Curt Kellinger, Frank Accardi.
Where are they? There they are. [Applause]
Thank you all for coming.

And as you know, they brought with them
one of the flags that flew in front of the
World Trade Center on September the 11th,
which will be carried into the Olympic Sta-
dium today. This flag serves as a symbol of
this Nation’s strength, of our resolve, of our
determination to fight for freedom. These
Games come at a perfect time for the coun-
try. In our time of sadness and determination
and resolve, our Olympic athletes will rep-
resent the best of America. I can’t wait for
Americans to see our flag fly. It is such a
proud moment for all of us. This Nation is
steadfast and unified, and you, the athletes,
are going to represent us with such class and
dignity and courage.

It’s a chance for the world to see that in
times of war, we can come together in friend-
ly competition to promote the peace. So not
only you represent the greatest nation on the
face of the Earth, you represent a spirit that
is much bigger than evil and terror: You rep-
resent peace.

A lot of people are going to be watching
you, particularly a lot of kids. You'll become
heroes overnight. That’s an awesome respon-
sibility. I know you’ll handle it with grace.
I know you'll set the best example possible.

And so we're here to wish you all the best,
to congratulate you. Let’s roll. God bless.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. in Gym-
nasium A of the Health, Physical Education, and
Recreation Complex at the University of Utah. In
his remarks, he referred to Mitt Romney, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Salt Lake Orga-
nizing Committee for the 2002 winter Olympic
games; Sandy Baldwin, president, Lloyd Ward,
chief officer, and Dwight Bell, cochair, Inter-
national Relations Committee, U.S. Olympic
Committee; and J. Bernard Machen, president,
University of Utah. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks Opening the 2002 Olympic
Winter Games in Salt Lake City

February 8, 2002

On behalf of a proud, determined, and
grateful nation, I declare open the games of
Salt Lake City, celebrating the Olympic win-

ter games.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:10 p.m. at Rice-
Eccles Olympic Stadium. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 9, 2002

Good morning. Recently, I had the honor
of welcoming Coretta Scott King and her
children to the White House to observe Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. Shortly after
the holiday I visited the school that young
Dr. King attended in Atlanta, Booker T.
Washington High School. It was a moving
experience to see the place where this great
American began his life of learning.

February is Black History Month, a time
of learning for all of us. Ever since the histo-
rian and educator Carter Woodson put Black
history on the calendar back in 1926, Feb-
ruary has been a time to reflect on the con-
tributions of African-Americans and the need
to remember and celebrate all of our history.

Nobody can understand this country with-
out understanding the African-American ex-
perience. It began when America began. And
throughout our history, the experience of
Black Americans has challenged every Amer-
ican to live up to the best ideals of our coun-
try: freedom, equality, and justice.
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We have come far, and we have a way yet
to go. But our goal is the same goal that Dr.
King set for us, to be one people in fact as
well as in name. And one way to realize this
goal is the same way that Carter Woodson
showed us, education.

Education is the beginning of opportunity.
Through the historic education reform bill
I recently signed, we are returning high
standards and accountability to all our public
schools. And my administration strongly sup-
ports the work and the mission of our histori-
cally Black colleges and universities.

My first budget pledged a 30 percent in-
crease over 4 years and Federal support for
historically Black colleges and universities
and Hispanic-serving institutions. And my
new budget, even in a time of recession and
war, keeps us on track to reach that target.
These are schools like Morehouse College in
Atlanta, where Dr. King earned his first de-
gree, schools like Howard University in
Washington, DC, where Carter Woodson
was dean of the College of Liberal Arts.

Our historically Black colleges and univer-
sities opened the door to knowledge when
other doors were barred. And today, they
offer exciting opportunities to young people
to contribute to their country.

February is a month rich in important an-
niversaries. It is the month in which Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass were born,
two men, very different, who together ended
slavery. It is the month of the birth of W.E.B.
DuBois, whose eloquent histories opened
our country’s eyes to its own past and possi-
bilities, and of the birth of Rosa Parks, who
courageously refused to yield to injustice on
a Montgomery, Alabama, bus.

Today, we are fighting for freedom in a
new way and on new battlefields. And we
continue to press for equal opportunity for
every American here at home. We want every
American to be educated up to his or her
full potential. We salute the accomplish-
ments of our historically Black colleges and
universities. And I hope all Americans will
draw inspiration from the message of Black
History Month.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:30 a.m. on
February 7 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
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9. The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 8 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of Princess
Margaret of the United Kingdom

February 9, 2002

Laura and I are deeply saddened to learn
of Princess Margaret’s death. Princess Mar-
garet was a proud mother and grandmother
whose compassion and support for charities
helped better the lives of many in need. Our
thoughts and prayers are with her children,
grandchildren, and the entire royal family.

Remarks at the Medical College of
Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

February 11, 2002

Well, thank you very much, Tommy; I ap-
preciate your introduction. Your heart may
be in Wisconsin, but you've got to keep your
address where it is right now. [Laughter] I'm
counting on you. He’s doing a fabulous job.
I love Wisconsin for a lot of reasons. One,
you produced Thompson. I love you so much
I even come in the winter, which is hard for
a Texan. [Laughter]

It is an honor to visit this distinguished
place of learning which trains so many out-
standing physicians. I happen to know some-
thing about Wisconsin doctors. I'm pretty fa-
miliar with them. After all, the White House
physician is Colonel Richard Tubb, raised
right here in Wisconsin. He’s not only a fine
doctor; he fortunately got special instructions
on pretzel-related conditions. [Laughter] My
advice is, swallow after you chew. [Laughter]

But the Medical College of Wisconsin rep-
resents the future of health care, here and
throughout our country. It’s a fitting place
to address the great opportunities and chal-
lenges that the future will bring our country.
Our health care system is in need of impor-
tant reform and on the verge of amazing dis-
covery. We must seize the moment for the
benefit of all Americans.
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