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I believe the best foreign policy begins in
making sure your own neighborhood is free
and democratic and peaceful. So I’m looking
forward to spending time there as well.

You know, I like to remind people that
I truly believe that out of this evil that was
done on us on September the 11th will come
some great good. I believe that. I believe if
we stay the course and are strong and deter-
mined, and if the Congress passes the De-
fense budget I sent up there, which
prioritizes national defense to make sure our
military gets all the best equipment and best
training possible, that we’ll have the staying
power to make the world more peaceful. And
I believe it will be if we’re strong, and we
will be strong.

I also know that at home that people are
taking an assessment of what’s important in
life. And I believe as a result of that, some
positive things will happen. I think the cul-
ture can begin to change from one that has
said in the past, if it feels good, go ahead
and do it, to a culture that says, each of us
are responsible for the decisions we make
in life—the responsibility era, where moms
and dads are responsible for loving their chil-
dren.

The most important job any American will
ever have, if you’re fortunate enough to have
a child, is to love your child. But it goes be-
yond that, where neighbors will love neigh-
bors. I tell my fellow citizens that if you’re
interested in fighting—joining the war
against terror, do some good. I mean, if you
really want to stand squarely in the face of
evil, help a neighbor in need, mentor a child,
help a shut-in, you know, support your
schools, give to charity, help to start a faith-
based group that will help change people’s
hearts.

It’s this—it’s the collection of the kindness
of America. It’s the collection of all the acts
of kindness that take place which not only
define our Nation but will stand squarely in
the face of evil. And it’s happening, and I’m
so proud of the way the American people
have responded. Many in this room have as
well, and I want to thank you for that.

I do believe that America understands
there’s a new responsibility, that this is a new
era, that, on the one hand, we’ve got to be
diligent and alert, and on the other hand,

we can make a difference in people’s lives.
After all, it was Flight 93 that set a new tone
for America. People on an airline thought
they were going on a business trip or thought
they were going home. They heard the Na-
tion’s Capital was under attack. They got on
their telephones. They told their wives they
loved them. They said a prayer, and they sac-
rificed their life to save somebody else’s.

To me, that’s one of the most defining
events of September 11th and on. It shows
me what a great nation we have. It reminds
me of the character of the American people.
And that’s why we’re so unique, not because
of our Government but because of our peo-
ple.

Thank you for coming to Washington, and
God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Elizabeth Lisboa-Farrow, chair, United States
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; Counsel to the
President Alberto R. Gonzales; Chairman Hamid
Karzai of the Interim Authority of Afghanistan;
General Secretary Kim Chong-il of North Korea;
and President Francisco Flores Perez of El Sal-
vador. The President also referred to Title I of
the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994
(Public Law No. 103–382), which amended Title
I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (Public Law No. 89–10); and section
245(i) of the Immigration and Nationality Act,
whose provisions expired April 30, 2001.

Statement on Proposed Legislation
To Provide Protections Against
Genetic Discrimination

March 6, 2002

I applaud Senators Snowe, Frist, and Jef-
fords for introducing their bill today to pro-
hibit discrimination in health insurance and
employment based solely on an individual’s
genetic predisposition to a future disease.
The bill provides strong protections against
genetic discrimination that are fair, reason-
able, and consistent with existing laws. I look
forward to working with Congress in a bipar-
tisan manner to pass legislation to assure
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Americans the privacy of their genetic infor-
mation will be protected and never used to
deny health coverage or jobs.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 1995, the
‘‘Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of
2002.’’

Proclamation 7530—Women’s
History Month, 2002
March 6, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Women’s History Month provides our

country the privilege of honoring the count-
less contributions that American women have
made throughout our history. These con-
tributions have enriched our culture,
strengthened our Nation, and furthered the
Founders’ vision for a free and just Republic
that provides opportunity and safety at home
and is an influence for peace around the
world.

Since its beginnings, our land has been
blessed by noteworthy women who played
defining roles in shaping our Nation.
Sakajawea was a Native American woman
who befriended the explorers, Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, 150 years ago as
they crossed the great Northwest. She helped
Lewis and Clark’s expedition complete the
first successful overland transcontinental
journey. Lucretia Mott courageously wrote
and spoke against slavery and the lack of
equal rights for women, helping America rec-
ognize the inherent wrong in the institutional
subjugation of others and the need to strive
for equality, freedom, and justice for all. Eliz-
abeth Blackwell was the first woman in
America awarded a medical degree, and she
dedicated her pioneering efforts as a physi-
cian to helping others.

Helen Keller overcame debilitating phys-
ical disabilities, showing us the power of a
determined human spirit. And Clara Barton
developed a vision for helping others through
her service to the wounded during the Civil
War; and she realized that vision by founding
the American Red Cross after the war, an
organization that has since become re-

nowned for its effectiveness in helping those
who suffer or are in need. Recently, the Red
Cross reached out to aid Afghan women trau-
matized by the repressive rule of the intoler-
ant Taliban regime, which for years had mer-
cilessly oppressed Afghanistan and Afghan
women in particular. Today, thousands of
American women are furthering the cause of
freedom through service in government, the
military, and other organizations, as we seek
to defeat terrorism and bring justice to those
responsible for the September 11 attacks.

The history of American women is an ex-
pansive story of outstanding individuals who
sacrificed much and worked hard in pursuit
of a better world, where peace, dignity, and
opportunity can reign. The spirit of loving
determination that shaped these pursuits
continues to serve as an example to those
who seek to better our Nation. American
women of strength, vision, and character
have long influenced our country by contrib-
uting their time, efforts, and wisdom in vastly
diverse ways to improve and enhance our
government and communities, our schools
and religious institutions, our businesses and
the military, and the arts and sciences.
Women also have fundamentally shaped our
civilization in the care and nurturing of fami-
lies. Today, women in contemporary America
are furthering the Founders’ vision by work-
ing to advance freedom, increase equality,
and administer justice in every corner of our
land, through their everyday work in school-
rooms, boardrooms, courtrooms, homes, and
communities.

As President, I am proud to recognize the
many contributions American women have
made to help make our Nation free, strong,
and a force for peace and justice around the
world. On this observance of Women’s His-
tory Month, I encourage every American to
learn more about these important contribu-
tions, and to celebrate their noble legacies
as we work to build a brighter future for our
Nation and for all of the world’s people.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2002 as
Women’s History Month. I call upon all the
people of the United States to observe this
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