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he referred to Thomas E. Franklin, staff photog-
rapher, Bergen County, NJ, Record; and New
York City firefighters William Eisengrein, George
Johnson, and Daniel McWilliams, photographed
raising the U.S. flag at Ground Zero following the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 7531—Bicentennial
Day of the United States Military
Academy at West Point, 2002
March 11, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For two centuries, the United States Mili-

tary Academy at West Point, New York, has
trained, educated, and inspired thousands of
cadets to serve our Nation with integrity,
skill, and fortitude as members of our mili-
tary’s officer corps. West Point emphasizes
the very highest standards of personal honor,
academic achievement, and public duty, pre-
paring its graduates for lives of patriotic com-
mitment and distinguished service. Since the
school’s beginnings, West Point alumni have
played an immensely important role in pro-
tecting our national security and preserving
democracy around the world.

Upon this 200th anniversary of the Acad-
emy’s founding, we celebrate West Point’s
great contributions to the success and
strength of America. We pay tribute to the
Academy’s extraordinary tradition of valor,
victory, and sacrifice. This hallowed history
is filled with the names of soldiers who
fought and sometimes died to preserve and
protect the founding principles of our coun-
try, ensuring that we can live today in a free
and democratic Republic.

On March 16, 1802, President Thomas Jef-
ferson signed an Act of Congress establishing
the United States Military Academy at West
Point, New York. Since its inception, the in-
stitution has played a central role in the train-
ing of America’s future military leaders. And
West Point graduates have marked our his-
tory with courage beyond the call of duty;
integrity that brought honor to themselves,

their school, and their Nation; and military
skills that achieved victory after victory.

Academy graduates have long fulfilled
West Point’s noble tradition of selfless serv-
ice to country. General John J. Pershing led
the American Expeditionary Force to victory
in World War I. And in World War II, Gen-
erals Dwight Eisenhower, Omar Bradley,
Douglas MacArthur, and George Patton
proved again the resourcefulness, bravery,
and skill of West Point’s graduates, helping
to lead the Allies to victory over tyranny. In
Korea and Vietnam, during Operation Desert
Storm, and now in Operation Enduring
Freedom, West Point graduates, like Gen-
erals Brent Scowcroft, Roscoe Robinson, H.
Norman Schwarzkopf, and Franklin ‘‘Buster’’
Hagenbeck, have continued to make signifi-
cant contributions and great sacrifices for
America and her people. And the graduates
of West Point continue to be prepared to
make the greatest sacrifice. We remember
with deep respect and honor, the sacrifice
made by Academy graduate, Major Curtis
Feistner, who recently gave his life in the
fight against terror.

As part of the 200th anniversary of the
United States Military Academy, I encourage
all Americans to reflect on the Academy’s in-
comparable history of contribution to our
country’s national security and to remember
the West Point graduates who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the defense of freedom. The
Academy’s role in protecting our homeland
and in shaping our next generation of battle-
field leaders deserves the gratitude and re-
spect of every American. I am pleased to pay
tribute to this noble school upon the occasion
of its historic anniversary; and I am honored
to be serving today as Commander in Chief
of so many of its fine graduates.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 16, 2002,
as West Point Bicentennial Day. I encourage
Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civil, social, educational, and mili-
tary organizations, to conduct ceremonies
and programs that celebrate the United
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States Military Academy and the values it
represents and upholds.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:39 a.m., March 12, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 13.

Message on the Observance of
Saint Patrick’s Day
March 7, 2002

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all those celebrating St. Patrick’s Day.

On this day, millions of people in Ireland
and throughout the world will gather to com-
memorate the life of Patrick, patron saint of
Ireland. From his days as a slave in Ireland
to his work as a missionary years later, St.
Patrick demonstrated a courage, commit-
ment, and faith that won the hearts and
minds of the Irish people. St. Patrick’s Day
also serves as a time for people of Irish de-
scent from all traditions and religions to
honor their native land and shared heritage.

This celebration is particularly important
in the United States, as we recognize the con-
tributions of the millions of Irish-Americans
who immigrated to our shores from the ear-
liest years of our Republic. They dedicated
themselves to the challenges of building
America and achieved success and pros-
perity. The industry, talent, and imagination
of the Irish have enriched our economy and
culture. Their strong record of public service
has fortified our democracy. And their devo-
tion to family, faith, and community has
strengthened our country’s character.

On St. Patrick’s Day, Americans from
every background join in celebrating the rich
culture of the Irish and our continued friend-
ship with the people of Ireland. Laura joins
me in sending our best wishes for a memo-
rable celebration.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 12. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Directive on the Homeland Security
Advisory System
March 11, 2002

Homeland Security Presidential Directive–3

Purpose
The Nation requires a Homeland Security

Advisory System to provide a comprehensive
and effective means to disseminate informa-
tion regarding the risk of terrorist acts to
Federal, State, and local authorities and to
the American people. Such a system would
provide warnings in the form of a set of grad-
uated ‘‘Threat Conditions’’ that would in-
crease as the risk of the threat increases. At
each Threat Condition, Federal departments
and agencies would implement a cor-
responding set of ‘‘Protective Measures’’ to
further reduce vulnerability or increase re-
sponse capability during a period of height-
ened alert.

This system is intended to create a com-
mon vocabulary, context, and structure for
an ongoing national discussion about the na-
ture of the threats that confront the home-
land and the appropriate measures that
should be taken in response. It seeks to in-
form and facilitate decisions appropriate to
different levels of government and to private
citizens at home and at work.

Homeland Security Advisory System
The Homeland Security Advisory System

shall be binding on the executive branch and
suggested, although voluntary, to other levels
of government and the private sector. There
are five Threat Conditions, each identified
by a description and corresponding color.
From lowest to highest, the levels and colors
are:

Low = Green;
Guarded = Blue;
Elevated = Yellow;
High = Orange;
Severe = Red.
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