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creativity and enterprise that lead to pros-
perity. When governments repress and pun-
ish those gifts, no amount—no amount—of
aid is sufficient to lift people from poverty.
When governments honor these gifts, every
nation can know the blessings of prosperity.

People across the world are working to re-
lieve poverty and suffering, and I’m proud
of their efforts. I appreciate Bono. I appre-
ciate groups like the Sisters of Charity. Some
were motivated by simple decency; some
serve a God who is impatient with injustice;
and all have made this commitment. We can-
not leave behind half of humanity as we seek
a better future for ourselves. We cannot ac-
cept permanent poverty in a world of
progress. There are no second-class citizens
in the human race.

I carry this commitment in my soul, and
I’ll carry it with me to Monterrey next week.
As the civilized world mobilizes against the
forces of terror, we must also embrace the
forces of good. By offering hope where there
is none, by relieving suffering and hunger
where there is too much, we will make the
world not only safer but better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in the
atrium. In his remarks, he referred to Enrique
V. Iglesias, President, and Jose A. Fourquet, U.S.
Executive Director, Inter-American Development
Bank; Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, archbishop
of Washington; and Resident Commissioner
Anibal Acevedo-Vilá of Puerto Rico.

Statement on Action
by the Senate Judiciary Committee
on the Nomination of
Charles W. Pickering, Sr.
March 14, 2002

I am deeply disappointed that Judge
Charles Pickering, a distinguished judge who
was unanimously confirmed by the Senate in
the past, is being denied the opportunity to
further serve his country. The action of the
Senate Judiciary Committee to refuse Judge
Pickering a vote by the full Senate leaves an-
other empty seat in the Federal judiciary at
a time when we face a vacancy crisis. It was
unfortunate for democracy and unfortunate
for America.

Judge Pickering has earned the praise and
support of those who know him and know
his record best—both Democrats and Re-
publicans from his home State of Mississippi.
They know him to be a fair and measured
judge, an advocate of civil rights, and a dedi-
cated member of his community. He has
served with distinction and deserves better
than to be blocked by a party line vote of
10 Senators on one committee. The voice of
the entire Senate deserves to be heard.

Proclamation 7532—National Poison
Prevention Week, 2002
March 14, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In 1961, the Congress established the an-

nual observance of National Poison Preven-
tion Week. Forty-one years later, this event
continues to educate Americans about the
dangers of childhood poisonings and to pro-
mote measures that help prevent such
poisonings. These measures and other poison
awareness efforts have helped reduce deaths
from childhood poisonings by more than 90
percent since 1962.

According to the American Association of
Poison Control Centers, more than 1 million
children each year are exposed to potentially
poisonous medicines and household chemi-
cals. In an effort to put an end to tragic acci-
dents, the United States Consumer Product
Safety Commission requires child-resistant
packaging for many medicines and household
chemicals. But this special packaging is
‘‘child-resistant,’’ not ‘‘child-proof.’’ For this
reason, it is essential to keep potential poi-
sons locked up and away from children.

Members of the Poison Prevention Week
Council, representing 36 national organiza-
tions, work every year to organize events dur-
ing this special week to raise awareness of
unintentional poisonings, as well as to illus-
trate the steps that can be taken to prevent
them. Coalition members believe every poi-
soning is preventable. Group members en-
courage Americans to use and properly
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