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Week Ending Friday, March 22, 2002

The President’s Radio Address
March 16, 2002

Good morning. In one week, boys and girls
in Afghanistan will start a new school year.
For many girls, this will be the first time in
their young lives that they will have set foot
in a classroom. Under the Taliban regime,
educating women was a criminal act. Under
the new government of a liberated Afghani-
stan, educating all children is a national pri-
ority. And America along with its coalition
partners is actively helping in that effort.

When Afghan children begin their classes,
they will find that the United States has al-
ready sent more than 4 million textbooks to
their country. The textbooks are written in
the Afghan languages of Pashto and Dari.
And before the end of the year we’ll have
sent almost 10 million of them to the children
of Afghanistan. These textbooks will teach
tolerance and respect for human dignity, in-
stead of indoctrinating students with fanati-
cism and bigotry. And they will be accom-
panied by blackboards, teacher’s kits, and
other school supplies.

America’s children have been extremely
generous in helping the children of Afghani-
stan. Through America’s Fund for Afghan
Children, they have raised more than $4.5
million, much of which is used for school
supplies like notebooks and pencils, paper
and crayons, soccer balls and jump ropes.
The United States will also be funding 20
teams of teacher trainers to conduct training
sessions with thousands of Afghan educators.

In helping the Afghan people rebuild their
country, we have placed a central focus on
education, and for a good reason. Education
is the pathway to progress, particularly for
women. Educated women tend to be
healthier than those who are not well edu-
cated, and the same is true of their families.
Babies born to educated women are more
likely to be immunized, better nourished,
and survive their first year of life. Educated

women encourage their children to be edu-
cated as well. And nations whose women are
educated are more competitive, more pros-
perous, and more advanced than nations
where the education of women is forbidden
or ignored.

We still have a lot of work to do in Afghani-
stan. The brave men and women of the
American military continue to fight Al Qaida
forces that are trying to regroup and would
like nothing more than to strike America
again. And even as we fight terror, American
compassion is providing an alternative to bit-
terness, resentment, and hatred.

The United States has helped Afghanistan
avert mass starvation. We’re repairing its
roads and bridges. We’re rebuilding its
health clinics and schools. And in one week,
with textbooks in hand, the young girls of
Afghanistan will begin school. This will be
a remarkable moment in the history of Af-
ghanistan and a proud moment for the peo-
ple of America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 a.m. on
March 14 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 16.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 15 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Islamabad, Pakistan
March 17, 2002

I am outraged by the terrorist attack that
took place today in Islamabad, Pakistan,
against innocent civilians. I strongly condemn
them as acts of murder that cannot be toler-
ated by any person of conscience nor justified
by any cause. On behalf of the American peo-
ple, I extend my deepest sympathy and con-
dolences to the families of the victims of this
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*White House correction.

terrible tragedy, and I wish a full and fast
recovery to those injured. We will work
closely with the Government of Pakistan to
ensure those responsible for this terrorist at-
tack face justice.

Remarks Following a Roundtable
Discussion on Small Business and an
Exchange With Reporters in
O’Fallon, Missouri

March 18, 2002

The President. Thank you so very much,
Rolf, for your invitation to come. Rolf is a
classic example of what makes America
unique and strong. He had an idea and a
dream. He built his own business. He em-
ploys good, hard-working people here in Mis-
souri. He’s got a vibrant business.

And I explained to these folks that one of
my jobs is to create an environment in which
the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes, in which
small-business owners are able to keep mak-
ing a living and keep people employed. I
talked about making the death tax repeal *
permanent, so that Rolf can pass his assets
to a family member, if he so chooses. I talked
about some expensing items, some items to
make sure the small-business owner has got
an incentive to invest more, which means
more jobs. Tomorrow I’ll be talking about
regulatory relief. I’m also talking about ways
so that a small-business owner such as Rolf
can better afford health care for his employ-
ees, so that they’re able to work here and,
at the same time, enjoy health benefits like
those from—large companies enjoy.

We had a good discussion. And it’s impor-
tant to the American people to understand
the role of small business in our society. Most
new jobs created are created by small busi-
nesses. And more people are able to realize
the American Dream by starting their own
business. And so one of things we’ve all got
to work toward is an environment in which
the small business flourishes. Rolf, thank you
for letting me come. I want to thank you all
for a great discussion. I’ll answer a couple
of questions.

Terrorist Attack on Church in Pakistan
Q. Mr. President, do you have any sense

of who carried out the attack yesterday in
Pakistan at the church, why they did it? Do
you think they’re trying to undermine
Musharraf and his support for the war on
terrorism?

The President. Very interesting question.
I talked to President Musharraf this morning,
first thing. He is very sympathetic, obviously.
He was deeply concerned about the Amer-
ican loss of life, and he wanted to share that
with me. And I appreciated his phone call.
We both talked about the need to continue
fighting people that would kill for political
reasons. And it goes to show that there is
still some—that that part of the world is a
dangerous place at times. And the tougher
President Musharraf is and the more stead-
fast the United States is, the stronger we
stand against terrorist activity, the more lives
we’ll ultimately save.

Q. Mr. President——
The President. He doesn’t know who it

is—excuse me for a minute. He doesn’t know
who it is yet. And when we find him, we’ll
bring him to justice.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Sir—thank you. Vice President Cheney

is in the Middle East. Should he meet with
Chairman Arafat? Would you like to see that
happen? And if no, why not?

The President. I talked to the Vice Presi-
dent today, and he’s had a very good visit
in the Middle East. He is—matter of fact,
he was 15 minutes away from going in to
see Prime Minister Sharon. He had General
Zinni with him. General Zinni is optimistic
that we’re making some progress in the Mid-
dle East.

And the answer to who the Vice President
ought to meet with or not meet with depends
upon General Zinni’s recommendations.
He’s the man on the ground. He’s in charge
of trying to foster an environment such that
we can get into Tenet and then eventually
get into the Mitchell peace plan. Our Gov-
ernment has laid out a pathway to a peaceful
resolution of a very difficult set of problems.
And Zinni’s over there working hard to get
us into that process.
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Operation Anaconda
Q. Mr. President, Operation Anaconda,

we’ve been told, is successful, and——
The President. Operation?
Q. Operation Anaconda, we’re being told,

is successful, and it’s over. Do you feel the
war in Afghanistan—that part of the war is
now over?

The President. John, I don’t. I feel like
we’ve got a lot more fighting to do in Afghan-
istan. First of all, we were successful in Oper-
ation Anaconda. I want to thank our troops,
our brave troops, for fighting in incredibly
tough terrain and against difficult cir-
cumstances. And the difficult circumstances
were not only the terrain, it was the fact that
we were fighting against an enemy that re-
fuses to surrender. These are people that are
there to die. And we accommodated them.

And it’s a—but there are more Al Qaida
killers in Afghanistan, perhaps in Pakistan,
willing to come back into Afghanistan. The
reason—and I know for a fact that they were
trying to—in the midst of this battle, in the
midst of the United States military and our
coalition forces being very successful, they
were trying to reinforce. And these are peo-
ple that are—they were willing to reinforce
in the midst of the Shahi-Kot Mountain
Range, where they were getting wiped out;
they were willing to come back into Afghani-
stan to continue to try to hurt us. These are
killers. They hate America. They hate Amer-
ica’s freedom; they hate what America stands
for. And they are relentless.

But so are we, and we will be more relent-
less than they are. That’s why I’ve urged the
American people to be patient, and the
American people are patient. And that’s why
I’ve urged Congress to fund the U.S. military.
And I hope Congress does fund the U.S.
military to the fullest, because we’ve got a
lot more fighting to do in Afghanistan.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Many Mideast leaders are saying that

the U.S. should be focusing more on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and less on Iraq.
Can you give a reaction to that?

The President. I appreciate their advice,
but we will not allow one of the world’s most
dangerous leaders to have the world’s most
dangerous weapons and hold the United

States and our friends and allies hostage.
That’s just not going to happen. And so I
appreciate their advice. But we will continue
working with them. We will continue dialog.
I have told people that we’re a deliberate
nation. We’ll talk to our friends and allies.
But what I said about the axis of evil is what
I mean. I can’t be any more plain about it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in a con-
ference room at Albers Manufacturing Co. In his
remarks, he referred to Rolf Albers, chairman and
chief executive officer, Albers Manufacturing Co.;
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; Barbara
Green, an employee at the U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad, Pakistan, and her daughter Kristen
Wormsley, who were killed in the March 17 ter-
rorist attack at the Protestant International
Church in Islamabad; U.S. Special Envoy to the
Middle East Gen. Anthony Zinni, USMC (Ret.);
and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel. The
President also referred to the Tenet plan, the
Israeli-Palestinian cease-fire and security plan of
June 13, 2001, negotiated by Director of Central
Intelligence George J. Tenet; and the Mitchell
Report, the Report of the Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-
Finding Committee, issued April 30, 2001. A re-
porter referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority.

Remarks to Employees of Albers
Manufacturing Company in O’Fallon

March 18, 2002

Thank you all. Gosh, thanks for that warm
welcome. It’s great to be back in Missouri.
And thank you for that hospitality.

I’m so glad that I’m with the Senator
today; he is a champion of the small-business
person. I look forward to working with him
on some good legislation that understands
the incredibly important role that the small-
business person plays in America. And here
it is: On a practical sense, more new jobs
are created by small-business people than
anybody else.

And I happen to think that the small busi-
ness—the entrepreneur represents one of
the true strengths of our country. I mean,
after all, this is a country where if you’ve got
a good idea and you’re willing to work hard
and you’re willing to take a little risk, you
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can own your own business. It doesn’t matter
who you are. It doesn’t matter how you were
raised. It doesn’t matter whether you were
born in America. What matters is, is that
you’re willing to dream and work for the
dream.

And so one of my jobs is to make sure
the entrepreneurial spirit is strong and alive
in America, that it continues to flourish so
that the great American Dream of owning
your own business is vibrant and alive and
well. And when we go into the 21st century—
and I want to talk about that today, a little
bit.

Before I do, I want to thank Rolf and the
good folks here at Albers for their hospitality.
It’s not easy to welcome the President and
the entourage—[laughter]—just a mere 14
vehicles. [Laughter] But I do want to thank
you for your hospitality, and all the employ-
ees with whom I just had an interesting dis-
cussion about how to—about what’s on their
mind, about what’s it like to work for a small
business and how best—what the Govern-
ment can do to perhaps make the small busi-
ness more vibrant and/or deal with some of
the needs that directly affect the employees.

Now, I want to thank the other small-busi-
ness owners who are here. I love what you
do. Again, as I repeat, you’re an incredibly
important part of the future of the country.
Thanks for taking risks and for working hard.
I appreciate my friend Hector Barreto, for
coming. He was born here in Missouri, raised
in California, and is doing a fine job as the
head of the Small Business Administration
in Washington, DC. I had the honor today
as well, of traveling with Jim Talent and four
fine members of the Missouri congressional
delegation, Congressman Akin and Blunt,
Congressman Hulshof and Jo Ann Emerson.
Thank you all for coming.

I also was met at the airport today by a
guy named Derek Rapp. Where are you,
Derek? There you are. Got a good seat, I
see. [Laughter] That’s what you get for com-
ing to the airport. [Laughter] Here’s Derek.
Derek is the CEO of a small biotech firm.
He is an economic entrepreneur, but I’m
heralding Derek today because he’s also a
social entrepreneur. He’s a person that un-
derstands that with freedom comes the re-
sponsibility to love a neighbor like you’d like

to be loved yourself, and I appreciate that
spirit, Derek. He started what’s called St.
Louis Cares. It is a recruiting vehicle to help
match people with kind hearts with people
who need kind hearts in their lives.

And the reason I want to talk about the
Dereks of the world is because in order to
win the war against evil, this Nation must
continue to practice acts of decency and
kindness and goodness. That there is no
question that the entrepreneurial spirit in
America makes us unique, I think. But one
of our other strengths is the fact that our
Nation is a kind nation and a compassionate
nation and a nation where neighbor loving
neighbor is having a profound impact on the
quality of our country’s life. And so one of
the things—and one of the reasons I like to
introduce a guy like Derek, is because it
helps remind us all about really one of the
great strengths of our country, and that is
our people.

You know, Government can’t make people
love one another. I would sign the law.
[Laughter] But people loving one another is
essential to having a bright future, so that
everybody can experience the great Amer-
ican Dream. And we’ve got pockets of per-
sistent poverty in our society, which I refuse
to declare defeat—I mean, I refuse to allow
them to continue on. And so one of the things
that I’m trying to do is to encourage a faith-
based initiative to spread its wings all across
America, to be able to capture this great
compassionate spirit.

One of my hopes is, out of this evil that
was done to our country, is that people,
young people understand that living in Amer-
ica is wonderful, but it also requires an effort
to make the communities in which they live
a better place, that we’ve got to work to usher
in an era of personal responsibility. And part
of that era of personal responsibility is not
only, you know, obviously taking advantage
of the material wealth available if you work
hard and have got a good idea, but that
there’s much greater promise and hope than
materialism, itself—materialism, itself, is a
dead end—that the idea of trying to work
to help somebody in need is a powerful part
of having a full and complete life.

And therefore, I ask all of you and all the
good folks in Missouri—if you’re already
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helping a neighbor in need, thank you, and
continue doing it. But if you’re looking for
a way to make your life more full, more com-
plete, mentor a child or help somebody who
is shut in or go to a church or synagogue
and mosque and say, ‘‘What can we do to
feed somebody who needs some food?’’ I
mean, there are all kinds of ways that you
can help. And by helping, you stand squarely
in the face of the evildoers that hit America.

One way to make sure America is strong
is to rally the compassion. Another way is
to make sure that our economy is strong. I
want to tell you right upfront that I do not
think the role of Government is to try to cre-
ate wealth. That’s not the role of Govern-
ment. The role of Government is to create
an environment in which people are willing
to take risk. And if they’ve got a good idea—
[applause]—the role of Government is to
create an economic climate in which the
Rolfs of the world say, ‘‘Gosh, I’ve got a good
idea. I want to take a risk and, therefore,
employ people.’’ That’s really what I view my
job is—if there’s roadblocks, to eliminate
them, and if there’s ways to make the envi-
ronment better, do so.

I wanted to talk a little bit about that. High
taxes is a roadblock. High tax rates discour-
age investment, and when you discourage in-
vestment, you discourage job creation. And
therefore, working with people in Congress,
both the House and the Senate, we worked
to reduce the tax burden on working people
in America. And it came at exactly the right
time. Tax relief was vital. It was vital for our
economic future, because when you give
people more of their own money to spend,
they demand, and when they demand, some-
body produces, and when somebody pro-
duces, somebody gets to work.

But the other thing that was important
about tax relief is that it is—recognizes the
importance of small business, because many
small businesses are unincorporated. Many
small businesses are sole proprietors or are
limited partnerships. And by cutting the per-
sonal rates, all personal rates, what we are
in effect doing for the small-business com-
munity was encouraging cash flow. And more
cash flow on small-business owners means
more jobs.

And so one of the crucial things we’ve
done to address the economic recession and
its slowdown and the effects it caused on
working people was to say, ‘‘Let’s give people
their own money back.’’ For a while they
were talking about taking away that tax re-
lief—‘‘they’’ being some people in Wash-
ington, DC. I couldn’t imagine anybody say-
ing, in the midst of a recession, ‘‘We’re going
to raise taxes.’’ They were reading the wrong
textbook, Senator. [Laughter] Anybody in
their right mind knows that if you’re inter-
ested in making the economy more vital, you
let people keep more of their own money.
I don’t hear much of that talk anymore now
that the plan looks like it’s working.

But even though the economic news has
been positive, in my judgment, we’re not out
of the woods yet. We’ve got to keep working
for policies in place that encourage more job
creation. And one of the other things we did
that was interesting, and I think important
to the formation of small businesses, is that
we dealt with an issue that discourages small
businesses, at least in this sense.

If you’re Rolf, and you build up your busi-
ness and build up your assets through years
of hard work, you ought to have the—you
ought to be able to make the decision of who
gets to own that business after you move on.
And the death tax made it awfully difficult
for you to make that decision. You see, if
you’re a small-business owner and you’re not
public, for example, if you’re a privately held
company, the death tax would cause your
heirs to have to liquidate the assets that you
built up over a lifetime. It was a terrible tax.
We put it on its way to extinction, but I call
upon the Congress to make the elimination
of the death tax permanent in the Tax Code.

We decided to do more in Washington to
deal with this attack on 9/11, particularly
from how it affected people’s lives. One of
my big concerns has been and still continues
to be the fact that some of our American
workers lost jobs as a result of the enemy
attack. And my attitude is, anybody who
wants to work and can’t find work is a prob-
lem for me to have to deal with. And there’s
a lot of Americans who want to work and
can’t find work, and so we decided to do
something about it.
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First of all, we decided to make sure that
the people got an unemployment check. If
their benefits were about to run out, we ex-
tended the amount of time for unemploy-
ment benefits, and that was the right thing
to do. But I understand people don’t want
an unemployment check; they want a perma-
nent paycheck. And therefore we asked Con-
gress and worked with Members of Congress
who understand capital how best to create
jobs, what can we do to make sure that the
true part of an economic stimulus package
is jobs—its central core is, how to create
more jobs.

We passed a bill that encourages invest-
ment in plant and equipment, because we
think that will be the best thing that will en-
courage job creation. And we stayed with it
and worked hard and got a good vote out
of the House and a good vote out of the Sen-
ate. And I was honored to be able to sign
that bill, which I think is going to be a good
part of encouraging investment in job cre-
ation.

I also want to take it a step farther. I’m
giving a speech tomorrow on—specifically on
how best to deal with issues related to small
business. I want to talk to you about two
issues real quick. One is what’s called Section
179 Expensing. Now, if you’re not an ac-
countant, I guess it’s kind of hard to under-
stand. But see if I can explain it. You know,
okay, good. [Laughter] Okay, fine. [Laugh-
ter]

Here’s what it means. It increases the max-
imum deductions small businesses can take
when they invest in new plant and equip-
ment. Right now the law lets small businesses
immediately deduct the full cost of the first
$24,000 of investment when they invest less
than $200,000 a year. Okay. So what I think
we ought to do in order to encourage small
business to make more investment, is to in-
crease the limit from $200,000 to 325,000,
and allow for the first-year deduction of
$40,000.

Let me see if I can put this into English
or Texan. [Laughter] I’m trying to put in
place something that will encourage Rolf to
go buy a new piece of machinery, which he
says he wants to buy, to provide proper in-
centive for Rolf to go buy a new machine
that will make his business more competitive

and, therefore more likely to be able to hire
somebody. That will help the manufacturer
of the machine employ somebody; that will
have an effect throughout the entire econ-
omy. And it seems like, to me, if small busi-
nesses are vital for the future of our country,
if small businesses provide most of the new
work for people looking for work and we’re
worried about people finding jobs, why don’t
we put something in place that encourages
small-business growth? And that’s exactly
what this does.

One of the things I heard from the good
folks who work here is that they’re concerned
about their health care costs. And if you’re
a small-business owner or somebody who
works for a small business, you’re concerned
about health care costs, and I don’t blame
you. I heard what Rolf is going through. I’ve
heard what the people are worried about.
Here is one idea to help small businesses deal
with high premiums.

One of the reasons small-business owners
have to pay high premiums is because they
cannot spread the risk of the health care
across a lot of folks. Large corporate Amer-
ica, because of the size of their workforce,
can spread risk throughout a big workforce
and, therefore, pay less cost for health care.

If one of the cost drivers is the need to
have more people to spread risk, why don’t
we try to figure out a way to allow Rolf to
pool his risk with other small businesses?
And so one of the good ideas—Jim sponsored
this bill; I know that Kit is for it—is to allow
for what we call associated health plans,
which says that if you’re a member of the
NFIB, for example, the National Federation
of Independent Businesses, that they can
pool a multitude of small businesses to-
gether, thereby driving down the cost of
health care.

It makes sense. It is good for small busi-
nesses. It is very good for the people who
work for small businesses. And it is beyond
me why Congress can’t figure out why this
doesn’t—shouldn’t work. And so I’m calling
on them to give this plan a hard look and
get it passed for the good of the American
economy.

So today I wanted to talk to you about how
we fight evil with acts of decency and kind-
ness at home, how we make sure we’ve got
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economic security for all Americans. But I
also want to mention to you pretty quickly
that I also understand that my most impor-
tant job is to defend America, is to make sure
that we—is to secure the homeland, is to pre-
vent the enemy from hitting us again. I want
you to know, at home we’re working overtime
to do everything we can to make sure that
doesn’t happen. We’re running down every
lead, every hint, every possible threat.

We take seriously, in America, because I
still believe—I still know there are people
out there that hate our freedoms. They can’t
stand the idea of a society which welcomes
a good idea, and if you’ve got a good idea,
you can succeed. They don’t like freedom.
They don’t like freedom of religion. They
don’t like freedom of speech. They don’t like
freedom of politics. They just hate freedom.
And therefore—and since we’re the beacon
of freedom, they want to attack us, and we’re
doing everything we can to make sure they
don’t.

But the best way to defend the homeland
is to find them where they are and bring
them to justice. And that’s precisely what
we’re going to do. We’ve got a big task ahead
of us. And the good news is, the American
people understand the size of the task. After
all, when you defend freedom, freedom,
itself, it may take a while, and the people
know that. I’ve traveled the country enough
to be able to report to you all that the Nation
is united and patient.

We’ve made some pretty good progress in
a little over 6 months. It wasn’t all that long
ago that the enemy miscalculated and at-
tacked America, thinking that maybe we
were such a materialistic society, we wouldn’t
defend that which we hold dear to our heart.
I said early on, I said, ‘‘If you harbor a ter-
rorist or you hide one, you’re just as guilty
as the murderers.’’ And the Taliban found
out what we meant, thanks to a mighty
United States military and thanks to a vast
coalition of nations that love freedom. We
have run out of town, run out of their offices,
run out of power a Government that is one
of the most repressive Governments history
has ever seen.

One of the things that makes me most
proud is that we didn’t seek revenge; we
sought justice. And we went into Afghanistan

not as conquerors but as liberators. I want
you to know that later on this week schools
reopen in Afghanistan, and this is hard for
Americans to believe, but for the first time,
young girls get to go to school, thanks to
America.

And so the first phase of the war, which
was to hold people accountable for harboring
terrorists, is over with. That’s not to say some
may decide to harbor them in the future, in
which case they now know the lessons that
will—they know I mean what I say. Let me
put it to you that way.

The second phase is to deny these killers
sanctuary; it’s to not let them ever settle
down and light anywhere; it’s to treat them
like what they are, international terrorists,
and keep them on the run. And that’s what
we’re doing. And I mean just that—I mean
just that: get them on the run and keep them
on the run. And if that means months and
hunting them down, that’s exactly what this
country is going to do. Listen, we caught a
bunch of them bunched up the other day—
[laughter]—and they’re not bunched up any
more.

I have submitted a significant increase in
the budget to the Congress. I expect them
to pass it. I know the Senators are with me.
I know the Members of the Congress are
with me. We need to make sure our troops
are well trained, have got the best equip-
ment, get a pay raise. And I don’t want Con-
gress messing with the budget. They have
the right to debate; I understand that. And
I can understand—they get the right to
spend. I propose; they dispose. I know that.
[Laughter] But now is not the time to be
playing politics with the military budget.
They need to get it to my desk early. Gen-
erally, the defense budget is the last one—
or the defense appropriation is the last one
to the President’s desk. It ought to be the
first one this year.

I want you to know that history has called
us into action. History has placed a great re-
sponsibility at our doorstep, and I will not
miss this opportunity. It is a chance to defend
freedom. It is a chance to make sure that
our children and grandchildren grow up in
a peaceful world. Out of this evil will come
some good. America will be stronger at
home. We’ll be more compassionate and
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more decent. Out of this evil will come, I
believe, a period of personal responsibility,
a new culture as reflected in Flight 93, when
people drove an airplane into the ground to
sacrifice for something greater than them-
selves. And if we’re tough and resolved and
determined, like I know we’re going to be,
out of this evil will come a more peaceful
world for generations to come.

As you can tell, I hope, I’m optimistic. And
you’d be optimistic, too, if you got to see what
I see. See, I get to travel the greatest land
on the face of the Earth. I am optimistic be-
cause of the values that make America
strong, and I am optimistic because of the
people who make her great.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
factory at Albers Manufacturing Co. In his re-
marks, he referred to Senator Christopher S. ‘‘Kit’’
Bond of Missouri; Rolf Albers, chairman and chief
executive officer, Albers Manufacturing Co.; and
Derek Rapp, chief executive officer, Divergence.

Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for
Senatorial Candidate James M.
Talent in St. Louis, Missouri
March 18, 2002

Thank you very much. Be seated, please.
Gosh, thanks for such a warm welcome. It’s
always good to have a good introducer.
[Laughter] Bucky is my favorite uncle when
I’m in St. Louis. [Laughter] He’s my favorite
uncle all the time; he’s a fabulous man.
Thanks, Buck. And I like to call Sam Fox,
‘‘Foxy.’’ Foxy, I didn’t realize you were so
eloquent. [Laughter] But I thank you for the
leadership, and I want to thank you all for
coming tonight. This is a magnificent crowd
here to support the next United States Sen-
ator from Missouri, Jim Talent.

I appreciate Jim, and I appreciate the fact
that he’s a family man. Like me, he married
above himself—[laughter]—so I appreciate
Brenda. It’s an honor to meet the three chil-
dren today, and it’s an honor to meet your
mother, Brenda. I got a report from my
homefront as well—I married really well.
[Laughter] Laura is doing great, and I’m so
proud of her. She’s made a great First Lady
for the country.

I want to thank the members of the Mis-
souri delegation who are here, starting with
the senior Senator, Kit Bond. Thank you for
coming, Kit. I appreciate his leadership on
a lot of important issues. Take election re-
form—he’s making sure that we encourage
people to vote, but he’s working hard to make
it tougher to cheat. Half of the Senators un-
derstand what he’s trying to do. It seems like
one out of the two Senators from Missouri
understand that.

I want to thank the members from the
congressional delegation here as well, Todd
Akin, Roy Blunt, Jo Ann Emerson, Sam
Graves, Kenny Hulshof. These are fine, fine
Members of the United States Congress, and
I’m proud to serve with them.

I want to thank all the members of the
Republican Party who are here. I particularly
want to thank the grassroots activists who
man the phones and sign all the letters and
get out the vote. I want to thank you for your
hard work in 2000. I want to thank you for
your hard work that you’re fixing to do in
2002.

I’m here to support as strongly as I pos-
sibly can this good man to become the Sen-
ator—the next Senator from Missouri. And
I do so for a reason, and it starts with the
quality of the individual. He is a quality per-
son who’s got the right values.

He is a steady man, and he is an experi-
enced person who will bring good judgment
to the United States Senate. And let me cite
some of his qualifications. First, he has been
in Washington before. He was there for 8
years in the House of Representatives, where
he made a mark of accomplishment.

You know, in that town, we’ve got some
good talkers, and then we’ve got the doers.
We’ve got some people up there who like
to hear themselves talk and others who actu-
ally get something done. And that’s the way
Jim Talent is; he knows how to get things
done—things done not only for the good of
Missouri, to get things done for—the things
of Missouri, but to get things done positively
in a positive way for the country.

I want the people of Missouri to remem-
ber he served on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, and he stood up for a strong national

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:50 Mar 26, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P12MRT4.022 pfrm09 PsN: P12MRT4



443Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Mar. 18

defense when he was there. And obviously,
that was before we entered this war. And
thank goodness he did stand up for a strong
national defense when he was there, because
it enabled us to have a military capable of
accomplishing the first mission we sent them
out to do, which was to destroy the Taliban.

He worked on historic welfare reform. He
worked to change a culture of dependency
to one that recognized if you get a job, if
you find work, you can be independent from
Government. This welfare reform law is an
unqualified success, and I want to thank you
for your work on that, Jim.

We share a philosophy about the role of
Government. The role of Government is not
to create wealth but an environment in which
the entrepreneur can flourish, an environ-
ment in which the small-business person can
dream big and take risks and realize his or
her dreams of owning your own company in
America. Jim understands small business.

Today I was on the outskirts of the great
city of St. Louis, where we had a chance to
meet some small-business entrepreneurs,
where I laid out a way to make the tax struc-
ture more conducive to entrepreneurial de-
velopment. Jim Talent understands that, and
it’s important for Missouri to have a voice
for the small-business person in the Halls of
the United States Senate.

He also understands good tax policy. If you
give people their own money to spend, that
increases demand. And when there’s more
demand, somebody meets that demand
through more production, and production
means jobs. We cut the taxes on the Amer-
ican people at the exact right time, and Jim
Talent understands that. Some in Wash-
ington seem to forget whose money we’re
spending. They think it’s the Government’s
money. What Talent understands, like I un-
derstand, it’s the people’s money.

And one of the things we can’t afford to
do is to have people in Washington who don’t
like the tax cut because it diminishes the role
of the Federal Government. I’ve heard some
rumblings—and you might have heard them,
too—that people say, ‘‘Well, gosh, we’re in
a recession; we probably ought to not go
through with the tax cuts,’’ which in effect
is a tax raise. They’re reading the wrong eco-
nomics textbook. You don’t raise taxes when

the economy is slow; you trust the people
with their own money when the economy is
slow. And that’s exactly what we did in Wash-
ington, DC. And that’s exactly the attitude
Jim Talent will take when you send him up
to represent Missouri in the United States
Senate.

And we need to do more when it comes
to tax relief, starting with making sure that
the death tax is permanent, that we say to
the American people, you have the right to
pass on your farm or your small business to
whoever you want to pass them on to, with-
out getting taxed twice by the Federal Gov-
ernment. Talent understands that, and we
need that kind of thinking in the United
States Senate.

He also understands that this Nation needs
an energy policy—an energy policy on the
one hand that encourages conservation, that
uses our technologies to make sure we re-
main productive but consume less, but on
the other hand, that we better find sources
of energy at home in order to make us less
dependent on foreign sources of crude oil.
It is in our national security interests that
we have a balanced energy policy. And my,
do we need his vote in the United States right
now when it comes to making sure we have
a balanced energy policy.

And so these are some of the reasons why
you need to send him to the United States
Senate: He’s accomplished; he’s a serious
man; he’s a can-do fellow who’s got the expe-
rience to back it up; and I can’t wait to work
with him when he gets elected this fall.

And not only do we have a big job at home,
we’ve obviously got a big job abroad as well.
We’re fighting a war, and I want to share
with you all some of my thoughts about this
war that we fight.

First of all, you’ve got to know that we’re
fighting against a determined group of killers.
These are people who would rather die than
surrender. These are people who hate Amer-
ica. They hate our freedom. They hate our
freedom to worship. They hate our freedom
to vote. They hate our freedom of the press.
They hate our freedom to say what you want
to say. They can’t stand what we stand for.
And therefore, we have no choice but to hunt
them down one by one to defend the very
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freedom we hold dear in America. And that
is exactly what we’re going to do.

The enemy must have thought they were
hitting a society that was so soft, so self-ab-
sorbed, so materialistic that we would sue
them. [Laughter] They didn’t understand
America. They didn’t understand our fiber.
They don’t understand our core. They don’t
know what we’re made out of. At least, they
didn’t. Now they do.

I made it absolutely clear when we first
got going that if a country harbored a ter-
rorist or fed a terrorist or hid a terrorist, they
were just as guilty as the murderers who hit
us on September the 11th. And now the
Taliban knows exactly what I meant. Thanks
to a magnificent United States military and
a vast coalition, we have routed the Taliban
in Afghanistan. I’m proud of our military, and
I’m proud of our country. We went into Af-
ghanistan not to seek revenge but justice, and
we went into that country not as conquerors
but as liberators. We have freed Afghan peo-
ple from the clutches of one of the most bar-
baric, backward regimes history has ever
known.

Later on this week, schools will reopen in
Afghanistan, and incredibly enough, for the
first time, young girls get to go to school,
thanks to the United States and our coalition.
And so the other day, in Washington, I de-
clared that the first phase in our war against
terror had ended. We upheld the doctrine
of a nation harboring a terrorist and the con-
sequences we made clear.

But I want to tell you all, there is more
to do. You see, there are still thousands of
Al-Qaida-trained killers on the loose, and we
will treat them the way they are, which is
like international fugitives. We will deny
them sanctuary. We will keep them on the
run. We’ll disrupt their finances. No matter
how long it takes, we’re going to get them
and bring them to justice. There is no cave
deep enough for the justice of the United
States of America.

And therefore I have submitted to the
United States Congress a budget which
makes our national security the number one
priority. I’ve asked for the largest defense in-
crease—spending on defense since 20 years
ago. And I expect Congress to pass this budg-
et, because they’ve got to understand, if

we’re putting our young soldiers in harm’s
way, they deserve the best equipment, the
best training, the best pay possible. The price
of freedom is high, but as far as I’m con-
cerned, it is never too high.

And so not only do I expect Congress to
support our military and pass this budget; I
expect them to do it early rather than late.
The history of the United States Congress
is such that they hold back the defense ap-
propriations bill to the last minute. That’s
bad policy. It’s bad policy in times of peace,
and it’s terrible policy in times of war. I ex-
pect and hope the first appropriation bill to
my desk is to fund the United States military.

There’s more to the war on terror than
one single individual or one single network.
The nightmare scenario is for our Nation to
tire and weary and allow an Al Qaida organi-
zation or an Al-Qaida-type organization to
mate up with a nation which has developed
weapons of mass destruction, a nation which
has got a history of treating her people poor-
ly, a dictatorial nation. We cannot—we can-
not—allow the world’s worst regimes to de-
velop the world’s worst weapons and there-
fore hold the United States and our allies
hostage. We owe it to our children and our
children’s children to be firm and to be tough
and to say to those bullies and dictators: We
will not let you stand and get away with
blackmailing the world.

Here’s the way I view it: History has called
us into action; history demands that this Na-
tion honor our commitment to freedom and
our love for freedom. We not only owe it
to the citizens who live in the United States
today to make sure that our homeland is as
secure as possible—and make no mistake;
we’re doing everything we can to secure the
homeland—but the best way to secure the
homeland is to bring the killers to justice,
no matter where they hide. We not only owe
it to people who live in America today; we
owe it to future generations of Americans.
We owe it to children and our children’s chil-
dren, so they can grow up in a society that
knows the freedom that we have loved, the
freedom so dear to our heart. The world is
looking at the United States of America to
see whether or not we will blink. I want to
assure you all that we won’t blink, that we’re
going to remain diligent and firm in our love,
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in our quest and our drive to rid the world
of terror.

And I believe—and I firmly believe that
when the United States leads, we have a
chance to achieve long-lasting peace. I be-
lieve out of this evil will come some incred-
ible good. I believe that by leading this coali-
tion in a firm way, that we will be able to
achieve peace in parts of the world that never
dreamt they would ever see peace. I believe
that.

And not only that, I believe that out of
this evil will come some incredible good at
home. I believe that the evil ones have un-
leashed the great compassion of America at
home. I’m oftentimes asked, ‘‘How do I help
in the war against terror?’’ People all the time
are asking here in America, ‘‘What can I do?’’
And my answer is this: If you want to fight
terror, love a neighbor just like you’d like
to be loved yourself; if you want to stand up
to terror and evil, be a part of the great com-
passion of America; reach out to a fellow cit-
izen in need; mentor a child; walk across the
street and say to a shut-in, ‘‘I love you. What
can I do to help?’’ You see, it is the momen-
tum, the gathering momentum of millions of
acts of kindness and decency, which will
allow this great Nation to stand squarely in
the face of evil, and there’s no doubt in my
mind that we can achieve that.

The great strength of America is not in
our military—although that’s pretty good,
pretty strong these days. [Laughter] It is not
in the Government. It is in the hearts and
souls of the American people.

And so I call upon you all here in St. Louis,
in the great State of Missouri, to make an
extra effort to help somebody in need. I’m
passionate about the understanding that we
must unleash faith in our society, not a par-
ticular faith but faith to help change hearts.
And so one of the initiatives that I’m looking
forward to working with Jim on, and others
here, is a faith-based initiative that under-
stands out of our churches and synagogues
and mosques come that compassionate help
that will define the face of America. And our
Government—we must not fear faith; we
must welcome faith as we deal with the intan-
gible problems that confront every neighbor-
hood in the country of America, the prob-

lems of hopelessness—the problems of ad-
diction and hopelessness.

When we fight abroad, we must also fight
at home, to make sure the American promise
extends its reach throughout every neighbor-
hood in our society, and in this country, we
can achieve that.

We’ve got to understand, it’s not vast pro-
grams that save people’s lives; it is saving
people’s lives one soul at a time that makes
a difference in each of us. Each of us in
America can make that difference. I also be-
lieve out of this incredible evil, that our cul-
ture is beginning to change, from one that
has said, if it feels good, just go ahead and
do it, and if you’ve got a problem, blame
somebody else, to a culture which says, each
of us are responsible for the decisions we
make in life.

That culture begins with moms and dads
loving their children with all their heart and
all their soul. That culture begins by under-
standing that materialism is shallow and
empty and that to have a full life, you’ve got
to love your neighbor like you’d like to be
loved yourself. That’s a culture that extends
to corporate America as well. Corporate
America has a responsibility to its citizens
and a responsibility to make sure all the as-
sets and liabilities are completely disclosed
on one’s balance sheet.

Now, we have a chance—we have a
chance, through the acts of kindness in our
country, through the deep compassion that
exists in our hearts, to change the culture
of America.

For me, probably the most defining event
since September the 11th was on September
the 11th, Flight 93. When United States citi-
zens on this flight talked to their loved ones
on the ground and realized what was taking
place in the Nation’s Capital, they said a
prayer, they told their wives they loved them,
they said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they sacrificed for
something greater than themselves. Ameri-
cans from all walks of life got to see the noble
cause of serving something greater than
yourself in life. To me, the spirit on that air-
plane defined the possibilities of our country,
and man, what a great country it is.

Not only will we win the war on terror
to secure the peace in the world; we will
show the world that a diverse nation from
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all walks of life and all religions can be com-
passionate and kind and hopeful for everyone
who’s lucky enough to be an American cit-
izen.

I want to thank you all for coming and
for supporting Jim Talent. I’m confident he
can win with your help. And I want to thank
you all for coming tonight. It gives me a
chance to tell you how honored I am to be
the President of the greatest Nation on the
face of the Earth.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:28 p.m. in the
America’s Ballroom at America’s Center. In his
remarks, he referred to William H.T. ‘‘Bucky’’
Bush and Sam Fox, co-chairs of the event, which
was called ‘‘A Missouri Salute to President George
W. Bush’’; Jim Talent’s wife, Brenda; their chil-
dren Michael, Kate, and Chrissy; and Brenda Tal-
ent’s mother, Katie Lyons.

Remarks at the Summit on Women
Entrepreneurship in the 21st
Century
March 19, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you for
coming. Thank you very much. Gosh, thanks
for the warm welcome. Elaine, thanks for
your kind words. I’m proud of the job you’re
doing in my Cabinet. I appreciate your advice
and counsel, I and appreciate the leadership
you’ve shown at the U.S. Department of
Labor.

I want to thank those who organized this
summit. I think it’s a very important summit.
I think it’s important to advance the spirit
of entrepreneurship and equality and oppor-
tunity for everybody who is fortunate enough
to be an American. I’m honored to be with
you, and I’m glad you invited me, because
I believe small businesses are really impor-
tant to the future of our country.

I know small businesses are the path to
success for many Americans, especially
women, the newly arrived, minority Ameri-
cans. Small businesses create jobs, and this
is incredibly important for our economy at
this time. Small businesses embody the
American values of hard work, risktaking,
and independence. And so, today I want to
discuss with you a series of new policies to

encourage and reward the work of America’s
small-business women and men.

Before I do so, I want to thank some of
the members of my team who are here: Hec-
tor Barreto, who is the head of the SBA, is
with us today. And Hector, I want to thank
you very much for coming. I understand the
Secretary of Treasury was here, Paul O’Neill.
He probably went back to work. That’s a
good sign. [Laughter] He heard the boss was
coming, so he headed out of here—[laugh-
ter]—but I appreciate his leadership. Rosario
Marin, who is the Treasurer of the United
States, is here. Thank you, Rosario. I see my
friend from the State of Arkansas, Tim
Hutchinson. Thank you for coming, Senator.
I appreciate you being here today.

Not only do I want to thank you all for
being here, but I know we’ve got some folks
who are watching via satellite from Orlando.
You might say hello to your Governor down
there for me. [Laughter] Tell him to keep
listening to mother. [Laughter]

St. Louis, Missouri—we’ve got some folks
tuned in in St. Louis. I just was there last
night and had a great trip to St. Louis. We’ve
got some people from Little Rock, Tim, who
are watching, and from Bangor, Maine, as
well. So welcome via satellite to this impor-
tant conference, and thank you all for listen-
ing.

One of the things this summit recognizes
is that there’s been a fundamental change
in our economy. When it comes to entrepre-
neurship and job creation, ours is an increas-
ingly woman’s world. The truth of the matter
is—and the reason why I say that is, women-
owned businesses are growing at twice the
rate—2 times the rate of all other United
States firms. That’s a remarkable accomplish-
ment for the United States of America. And
the interesting other fact that I want to point
out to people listening is that women firms
now employ 7 million Americans.

Small-business ownership is a great equal-
izer in America. The only connections you
need are happy customers, a good business
plan. The only credentials you need are good
products. The only values you need is to be
willing to take risk and to work hard. For
millions of minorities and women and new
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Americans, small businesses provide a great
chance to succeed in America, a chance to
realize your dreams.

For some women, a small business brings
the satisfaction of success without having to
go through the frustrations of corporate life.
I suspect there are a lot of women entre-
preneurs in this room and around the coun-
try who tried out corporate life and found
out—and agree with what this entrepreneur
said. Nancy Miller put it this way, ‘‘You suc-
ceed or fail based on your own abilities, not
on politics or anybody else.’’ She’s got a pret-
ty good point there. She talks about the free-
dom that comes with owning your own busi-
ness. And it’s so important that our country
maintain that flame of freedom, the entre-
preneurial spirit of America.

What the other—and the reason I love the
entrepreneurial spirit, because it provides
people a chance to be creative, to build, to
contribute, and to own.

Being your own boss, as Sherrin Holder
of Virginia describes it, brings a sense of
pride and accomplishment, a sense of owner-
ship, and a growing hope for success. She
captures the feeling of every entrepreneur.
You can advance yourself, and you can do
good by doing so. As you succeed, you help
others to succeed, first and foremost by pro-
viding somebody with a job.

You can dream big dreams in America, and
my job as the President is to make sure that
if you’ve got a good idea, you can realize
those dreams. And as importantly, when
you’re successful, you can pass on your assets
to your children, if you so choose, or to any-
body you desire to.

The thing about America is that people—
Americans have got to understand, that ev-
erybody in our country has a stake in the
success of small businesses, starting with the
fact that small businesses create two-thirds
of the new jobs created in America on any
given year. It’s really important for people
to understand, as we’re fighting a recession,
if small businesses create two-thirds of the
new jobs, it makes sense that any economic
recovery strategy focus on small businesses.
And that’s what I want to talk about today.

I do not believe the role of Government
is to create wealth. That’s not the role of Gov-
ernment. There are no guarantees in the free

enterprise system. The role of Government
is to create an environment that encourages
risktaking, an environment that facilitates the
flow of capital, and an environment in which
people can realize their dreams. That’s the
role of Government, and that’s exactly what
I intend to do as the President.

And it started right after I got sworn in
as President, when I went before the Con-
gress and insisted that they reduce the tax
rates on everybody who pays taxes in Amer-
ica. And that tax cut came at the right time
for our country. Make no mistake about it,
the fact that we’re willing to allow people
to keep their own money stimulated demand.
And when you stimulate demand, that then
causes production increases, and when you
increase production, you increase jobs. The
tax cut came just at the time our economy
was losing steam. It was an important part
of the fact that our economy is beginning to
rebound. And for those who think we ought
to undo the tax cut, they’ve got a mighty high
hurdle to cross; that’s me.

And here’s the thing about the tax cut that
I know was incredibly important for the fu-
ture of our country. Most small businesses—
let me put it this—many small businesses,
many, many businesses are sole proprietor-
ships or are limited partnerships and, there-
fore, do not pay corporate rate in income tax;
they pay individual rates. And therefore, by
cutting all rates, what we did was provide
cash flow to the small businesses of America.
The tax reduction plan was important for
small-business growth and activity. The more
businesses—the more cash flow a small-busi-
ness owner has in her pocket, the more likely
it is the business will succeed and expand
and create more jobs. This tax cut not only
happened at the right time; it was really good
for small businesses in America.

A lot of us in Washington didn’t feel like
that was enough, and so we fought for an
economic stimulus plan, which I’m proud to
report I was able to sign in the Rose Garden
a couple of weekends ago. And with the help
of both Republicans and Democrats, the plan
made it to my desk. It is a plan that says
we’re going to help people whose lives were
affected because of the attacks of 9/11 by
extending unemployment benefits. But it also
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recognized that people don’t want an unem-
ployment check; they want a permanent pay-
check. And therefore, we created additional
stimulus, mainly encouraging people to in-
vest in plant and equipment.

If you encourage people to invest in plant
and equipment, that will help those who are
the immediate employer, but also those who
manufacture the equipment or manufacture
the—or construct the plant will also have em-
ployment. So it’s a ripple effect in our econ-
omy. And so I was pleased to sign that bill,
and it’s going to help, in my judgment, not
only in the short term but in the out-years
as well.

And we’re seeing some encouraging signs
of recovery, but I want to tell you something.
I’m not a numbers cruncher, I’m not one of
these bean counters, but I don’t believe the
economy is strong enough to say that we’ve
recovered. I worry about the fact there are
too many people in our country still looking
for work. And if people who want to work
can’t find work, we’ve got to keep moving
on the subject of economic security and eco-
nomic recovery, and that’s what I want to
talk to you about today.

Again, I’ll repeat, if the small-business sec-
tor creates two-thirds of the new jobs in
America, it makes a lot of sense to focus on
how to stimulate small-business growth. So
I want to talk to you about some of my plans
to do so, starting with this. And basically, the
summary is, that we’re going to lift unfair
regulatory burdens; we’re going to encourage
additional cash flow; and we’re going to work
to make sure that American entrepreneurs
have got access to Government contracting.

Because the economic stimulus package
only had a 3-year life to it, I believe Congress
ought to pass additional incentives for small
businesses to invest in plant and equipment,
incentives beyond the incentives in the eco-
nomic stimulus package. As you know, an-
nual tax deductions are limited to a certain
amount of money on an annual basis for small
businesses, and the size of the purchase is
relatively small. I think we ought to increase
the size of the purchase of plant and equip-
ment as well as increase the annual deduc-
tions for small businesses in order to enhance
cash flow, which will make it easier for peo-
ple to find more jobs in America.

Secondly, the complexity of the Tax Code
is a tremendous burden on small business.
And we must simplify it. It’s an interesting
fact I ran into: 9 out of 10 small businesses
owned by women have fewer than five em-
ployees. And the amount of time people
spend over trying to figure out a complicated
tax system is enormous. It is a—frankly, not
that good a use of your time. [Laughter]

I talked to Secretary O’Neill about this
very subject. I’m going to share it with you.
One, I instructed him to report on ways that
the Treasury Department can simplify the
Tax Code on small businesses as quickly as
possible. I will give you one idea—not an
idea, one thing we’re going to do imme-
diately by—a revenue rule, it’s called. And
Paul, I promise you, is the kind of fellow that,
when he’s asked to do something, he’ll get
it done quickly. And I’ve asked him to do
this. [Laughter]

Service businesses with gross revenues of
under $10 million will be able to use the cash
accounting method of accounting, as op-
posed to accrual method of accounting. Sim-
ply put, that will eradicate a lot of time spent
on trying to figure out the accrual method
of accounting. It simplifies the accounting
process for small businesses, which will be
a timesaver and a moneysaver and will help
create more jobs by simplifying the regu-
latory burden on small businesses. We’re
going to get this done quickly.

Although what I’m about to tell you won’t
have an immediate effect on job creation, it
is an important part of any small-business
owner’s plan or strategy, and it’s this: We’ve
eliminated the death tax as a result of the
new tax reform. However, because of a—I
guess you would call it a quirk in the law,
the death tax would not be totally eliminated
in the year 2011. We must make the repeal
of the death tax permanent. I call upon Con-
gress to do this immediately.

It is unfair, patently unfair, for a—any en-
trepreneur—but a woman entrepreneur to
develop her own business and have that busi-
ness taxed twice as she tries to leave her as-
sets to whomever she chooses. It is not fair.
There are a lot of Federal regulations that
complicate the lives of small-business people
all across the country. The SBA has cal-
culated that the hidden costs of regulations
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to businesses with fewer than 20 workers—
and it’s this—it comes down to $7,000 per
worker. That’s a lot of money, particularly
if you’re trying to figure out ways to expand
your employment base. And this is a drag
on our economy. Hidden costs are a drag
on the U.S. economy.

And so today I want to make sure people
understand that we’re going to do everything
we can to clean up the regulatory burdens
on small businesses, starting with this: Every
agency—already it’s under current law—but
every agency is required to analyze the im-
pact of new regulations on small businesses
before issuing them. That’s an important law.
The problem is, it’s oftentimes being ig-
nored. The law is on the books; the regulators
don’t care that the law is on the books. From
this day forward, they will care that the law
is on the books.

Mitch Daniels, who heads the Office of
Management and Budget, will not accept
regulations that do not calculate the cost on
American small businesses. We want to en-
force the law. It is a good law to have a cost
benefit analysis of any regulation on small
business. If regulations provide a hidden cost
on small businesses, which provide a drag on
our economy, and if we’re trying to stimulate
our economy, one way to do so is to enforce
the law which says that we will not have cost-
ly regulations on small businesses in America.
And that’s what we’re going to do.

Furthermore, if you’ve got a problem with
regulations, if there are nettlesome regula-
tions which are costly for you to operate your
business, that you don’t think makes any
sense, I urge you to get on the Internet and
wire the OMB your problem, so we can ana-
lyze it. Now, here’s who you—if you want
to write this down, here it is. [Laughter]
Gosh, it seems like a lot of people are getting
ready to write it down. [Laughter] I’m not
surprised—www.whitehouse.gov—wait a
minute, it’s getting better—/omb/inforeg,
and wire them in.

I talked to Mitch before I came over here.
I said, ‘‘Mitch, I just can’t stand up here and
say, you’re going to get rid of regulations and
ask people to call in or write in. Give us some
place to send the information.’’ And I said,
‘‘If I stand up here in front of the Women
Entrepreneurs of America and somebody e-

mails in, you better respond’’—[laughter]—
www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg.

Fifth, I am proposing measures to make
health care more available. I understand the
drag on small businesses. It is hard for you
to attract good workers; it is hard for you
to keep good workers if your health care costs
are going sky-high. I understand that.

There was a lady who wrote in. She said,
‘‘I have 12 employees, and I was canceled
three times by my insurance company in
2001. And the reason they gave me is that
they are no longer going to be writing small-
group plans.’’ Perhaps that’s happened to
some of you all out here as well. If we could
get into a larger pool where we could get
access to lower premiums, then I could in-
sure more people and hire some more peo-
ple. I think that’s a universal complaint all
across America. And that’s why I strongly
support association health plans.

That means that small businesses will be
able to pool together and spread their risk
across a larger employee base. It makes no
sense, no sense in America, to isolate small
businesses as little health care islands unto
themselves. We must have association health
plans. I know the Senator strongly supports
that, and Congress ought to support them.

And here’s the way they will work. It
means a family restaurant or a local hardware
store can insure their workers, say, through
the National Federation of Independent
Businesses or the National Restaurant Asso-
ciation. It allows association groups to write
health care plans across jurisdictional bound-
aries to the benefit—to the benefit not only
of the small-business owner but to the ben-
efit of those who work for small businesses.

And finally, Government contracting must
be more open and more fair to small busi-
nesses. I believe—I know Government con-
tracting, if wisely done, can help us achieve
a grand national goal, which is more owner-
ship in more communities all across America.
But you know as well as I do that there are
some large hurdles for small businesses. One
is, that—and the main one is that agencies
sometimes, many times, only let huge con-
tracts with massive requirements, and they
tend to go to the same group of large cor-
porate bidders. Around—the term of art in
Washington is called bundling. It effectively
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excludes small businesses, and we need to
do something about that.

Again, I talked to Mitch about this, and
I want him to examine—he understands, like
I understand, the capacity for our Govern-
ment to encourage entrepreneurial growth,
the capacity for our Government to stimulate
small-business ownership in all communities
across America.

And so one of the things we’re going to
do is, we’re going to examine the Federal
Government’s contracting policies, to make
sure that they encourage competition as op-
posed to exclude competition, to make sure
that the process is open, to make sure the
process helps achieve a noble objective,
which is more ownership in our country. And
wherever possible, we’re going to insist that
we break down large Federal contracts so
that small-business owners have got a fair
shot at Federal contracting.

The Government can provide an environ-
ment that will encourage risktaking, and I
believe, when we do these, it will encourage
risktaking. There are no guarantees in the
free enterprise system, as you all know. But
we can make the system more open and more
inviting. We can encourage people to take
risk, and that’s exactly what we’re going to
do in this administration. It is important for
the economic security of the United States
of America. Not only am I concerned about
economic security; I’m also concerned about
our national security. And I want to share
some thoughts with you about my thinking
about our national security.

First, I know there are many from New
York City here who suffered mightily on Sep-
tember the 11th. And I want to say how
much I appreciate that city showing not only
our Nation but the world what it means to
be resolute and tough and determined to suc-
ceed. Not only watching how New Yorkers
responded but seeing how our Nation re-
sponded, leads me to conclude that the
enemy didn’t understand who they were
dealing with. You see, they thought we were
so materialistic and so self-absorbed that the
only thing I was going to do was sue them.
[Laughter] They were wrong. They were
wrong.

My most important job is to protect inno-
cent lives in America. My most important job

is to protect the homeland, and we’ve got
a strategy in place to deal with a bioterrorist
attack. We’ve got a first-responders strategy.
We’re doing a better job of buttoning up our
borders. We want to know who’s coming in
and why they’re here and when they’re leav-
ing. We’ve got to do a better job.

But I want to tell you all that the best way
to achieve the objective of securing the
homeland is to chase the killers down, wher-
ever they try to hide, and bring them to jus-
tice. And I want to assure you, that’s what’s
going to happen. And it’s going to take a
while, but the good news is, the American
people are patient. I believe the American
people understand the difficulty that lies
ahead. I know the United States military
does, and I’m so proud of the way they have
accomplished the mission so far.

I gave a speech in Washington a while
ago—and once you’re over 55, everything is
a while ago—[laughter]—I can’t remember
if it was a week or 2 weeks but, nevertheless,
a while ago—[laughter]—that said the first
phase in the war against terror is over with.
And that first phase was upholding the doc-
trine that said, if you harbor a terrorist or
feed a terrorist or hide a terrorist, you’re just
as guilty as those who came and murdered
innocent Americans and others from around
the world. And the Taliban found out exactly
what this great Nation meant. They’re no
longer in business.

The way I viewed—I was so proud of our
country, because we sought not revenge but
justice. That’s what we seek. And we didn’t
go to Afghanistan as conquerors; we arrived
as liberators. As Elaine Chao mentioned, this
week, for the first time, many young girls will
be going to school. I am so proud of our
country. I am proud of our military. I am
proud of the children who have raised mil-
lions of dollars for Afghan children. I’m
proud of the compassion of our country.
We’ve showed the world that not only will
we seek justice; we’ve showed the world that
we will seek a better society for citizens,
starting in Afghanistan, by ridding them from
the clutches of one of the most barbaric,
backward regimes history has ever known.

But there’s more to do, and as leaders in
your communities, it is important for me to
share this with you. Anytime Al Qaida
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bunches up, we’re going to get them. They
did so in the Shahi-Kot Mountain Range, and
they now regret that. Because you see, there
are still thousands of these trained killers
around. And I want to tell you—I cannot
make it any more plain than this—they hate
America, and the reason they hate America
is because we’re free. We’re a free society.
They can’t stand the thought of the President
of the United States coming to speak to
women who own their own business.

These are people who are irrational, and
we will treat them like the international
criminals they are by keeping them on the
run. So the second phase, my fellow Ameri-
cans, of this war is to deny them sanctuary.
Anywhere they try to light, we will disrupt
them. We will be patient; we’ll be deliberate.
But I can assure you, we’ll be determined.

I have submitted a budget that signifi-
cantly raises the defense spending. And the
reason I did was because I want those who
risk their lives on behalf of Americans to get
the best pay, the best equipment, the best
training possible. I recognize—I recognize
that the price of freedom is high. But as far
as I’m concerned, it is never too high.

The world watches us. The world tests, or
really looks at, our will. They want to know
whether or not we’re people who just talk
or people who are willing to lead. And they’re
going to find out we’re a nation that—when
somebody attacks our values and murders
our citizens and still wants to do so, they will
find that we are a strong, resolute, deter-
mined, and united people, much to the cha-
grin—much to the chagrin of terrorist net-
works around the world. The more firm we
are, the more likely it is the world will follow.
And the more firm and determined we are,
the more likely it is that we will achieve last-
ing peace.

My dream for the world is lasting peace.
I want our children to grow up in a peaceful
world, a world in which freedom, at its very
center, is the most important value. And we
can achieve that. There is no doubt in my
mind, as the United States remains firm and
strong and achieves our clearly stated objec-
tives, that we have a chance to solve prob-
lems that many never think could be solved
around the world and leave behind such a
wonderful legacy, not only for our own chil-

dren but for children of every country. And
at the same time, we have an opportunity
at home to show the world the true face of
America, the heart and soul of the American
people.

I want to thank very much Suzanne Tufts
for being here today. She is the president
and CEO of American Woman’s Economic
Development Corporation. Right after the
enemy attacked, Suzanne and her organiza-
tion moved quickly to help small businesses
affected by the attack, primarily women-
owned businesses, to help them, obviously,
deal with the shock to their businesses but
also help them get back on their feet. It is
this kind of compassion and care and concern
for a neighbor that is the true strength of
the country.

Listen, we’re a great military power, and
that’s good. [Laughter] But the true strength
of America is not in the halls of Government;
it’s in the hearts and the souls of our citizens.
The thing that makes our country so unique
is that we’re people that have heard the uni-
versal call to love a neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself.

I’m asked all the time by people, ‘‘What
can I do to help in the war against terror?’’
And the answer is: If you want to stand up
to evil, do something good for a neighbor
in need; if you want to stand up squarely
in the face of evil, show somebody you love
them. And those don’t have to be magnificent
acts of love; they can be small acts of gen-
erosity which, in their total, help define
America for the rest of the world. Just walk-
ing across the street to a lonely shut-in, is,
in itself, part of the defiance to evil, or men-
toring a child or thanking a teacher or gen-
erosity with your checkbook or using your
time and talents for your church or syna-
gogue or mosque to help people who are
hopeless in our society.

Out of this incredible evil done to Amer-
ica, I see great good. I see not only the good
of lasting world peace; I see a nation that
is more compassionate and hopeful, a nation
that understands that by adhering to the ad-
monition to love a neighbor just like you’d
like to be loved yourself, we set a clear exam-
ple of what’s possible in other places around
the world.
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I have been not only amazed; I have been
so gladdened by what I’ve seen and heard
about America in the face of this tragedy.
Not only are we determined to seek justice;
we’re determined to right wrongs, to help
heal souls, and to help people in need.

It is such an honor to be the President
of a country that embraces the entrepre-
neurial spirit for all. But more importantly,
it’s an honor to be the President of a country
full of decent and heartfelt and compas-
sionate Americans.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Atrium Ballroom at the Ronald Reagan Building
and International Trade Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting
March 19, 2002

Thank you all for coming. We’ve had a very
good Cabinet meeting. I want to thank my
members of the Cabinet for discussing a vari-
ety of topics. I heard from the Secretary of
State about the Vice President’s visit and the
Zinni mission. So we’re making progress. We
heard, of course, from the Secretary of De-
fense about our progress in the war on terror,
and I appreciate his leadership and the brav-
ery of the military.

We talked about a lot of other issues. One
thing I want to urge the Senate to do is to
pass 245(i). This bill passed the House, and
it now needs to pass the Senate. It is a bill
which enhances our border security and, at
the same time, says that if someone’s living
here legally, they won’t have to leave the
country in order to stay with their family. In
other words, they won’t have to leave the
country, apply, and then come back to be
with their family. We believe in family values.
We believe good policy keeps families to-
gether. The House agreed with us, and the
Senate ought to act. The Senate ought to get
this done and particularly soon.

I’m going to Mexico. I want to show our
friends, the Mexicans, that we are compas-
sionate about people who live here on a legal
basis, that we don’t disrupt the families for

people who are here legally. So I think it’s
going to require some leadership in the Sen-
ate, and I look forward to seeing the Senate
get this done soon.

And I thank you all for coming today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to U.S. Special Envoy to the
Middle East Gen. Anthony Zinni, USMC (Ret.);
and section 245(i) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, which expired April 30, 2001. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Executive Order 13259—
Designation of Public International
Organizations for Purposes of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of
1977

March 19, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
30A(f)(1)(B)(ii) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78dd–1(f)(1)(B)(ii))
and sections 104(h)(2)(B)(ii) and
104A(f)(2)(B)(ii) of the Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act of 1977 (15 U.S.C. 78dd–
2(h)(2)(B)(ii), 78dd–3(f)(2)(B)(ii)), I hereby
designate as ‘‘public international organiza-
tions’’ for the purposes of application of sec-
tion 30A of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 and sections 104 and 104A of the For-
eign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977:

(a) The European Union, including: the
European Communities (the European
Community, the European Coal & Steel
Community, and the European Atomic En-
ergy Community); institutions of the Euro-
pean Union, such as the European Commis-
sion, the Council of the European Union, the
European Parliament, the European Court
of Justice, the European Court of Auditors,
the Economic and Social Committee, the
Committee of the Regions, the European
Central Bank, and the European Investment
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Bank; and any departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities thereof; and

(b) The European Police Office (Europol),
including any departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities thereof.

Designation in this Executive Order is in-
tended solely to further the purposes of the
statutes mentioned above and is not deter-
minative of whether an entity is a public
international organization for the purpose of
other statutes or regulations.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:10 p.m., March 20, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Executive Order 13261—Providing
An Order of Succession in the
Environmental Protection Agency
and Amending Certain Orders on
Succession
March 19, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C.
3345, et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this order, the officers named in
section 2, in the order listed, shall act as and
perform the functions and duties of the office
of the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (Administrator) during
any period when both the Administrator and
the Deputy Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency have died, re-
signed, or become otherwise unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office
of Administrator.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Assistant Administrator for Toxic

Substances;
(b) Assistant Administrator (Air and Ra-

diation);
(c) Assistant Administrator, Office of

Solid Waste;

(d) Assistant Administrator (Water Pro-
grams);

(e) Assistant Administrator (General
Counsel);

(f) Assistant Administrator (Enforce-
ment and Compliance Assurance);

(g) Chief Financial Officer;
(h) Assistant Administrator (Research

and Development);
(i) Assistant Administrator (International

Activities);
(j) Assistant Administrator (Administra-

tion and Resources Management);
and

(k) Assistant Administrator (Environ-
mental Information).

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(k) in an acting ca-
pacity, by virtue of so serving, shall act as
Administrator pursuant to this order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
order, the President retains discretion, to the
extent permitted by the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq.,
to depart from this order in designating an
acting Administrator.

Sec. 4. Amendments to Certain Executive
Orders providing Orders of Succession. Ex-
ecutive Orders 13241, 13242, 13243, 13244,
13245, 13246, and 13247 of December 18,
2001, and Executive Orders 13250 and 13251
of December 28, 2001, are hereby amended
as follows:

(a) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13241
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture,’’ is replaced with the
following: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving
in an office listed in section 2(a)–(j) in an
acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serving,
act as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(b) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13242
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Commerce,’’ is replaced with the fol-
lowing: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving in
an office listed in section 2(a)–(h) in an acting
capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, act as
Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(c) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13243
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
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an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,’’
is replaced with the following: ‘‘(a) No indi-
vidual who is serving in an office listed in
section 2(a)–(i) in an acting capacity shall,
by virtue of so serving, act as Secretary pur-
suant to this order.’’;

(d) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13244
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of the Interior,’’ is replaced with the
following: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving
in an office listed in section 2(a)–(f) in an
acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serving,
act as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(e) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13245
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Labor,’’ is replaced with the fol-
lowing: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving in
an office listed in section 2(a)–(l) in an acting
capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, act as
Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(f) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13246
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of the Treasury,’’ is replaced with the
following: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serving
in an office listed in section 2(a)–(c) in an
acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serving,
act as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(g) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13247
of December 18, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs,’’ is replaced with
the following: ‘‘(a) No individual who is serv-
ing in an office listed in section 2(a)–(h) in
an acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serv-
ing, act as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’;

(h) Section 3(a) of Executive Order 13250
of December 28, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,’’ is re-
placed with the following: ‘‘(a) No individual
who is serving in an office listed in section
2(a)–(c) in an acting capacity shall, by virtue
of so serving, act as Secretary pursuant to
this order.’’ and;

(i) Section 3(b) of Executive Order 13251
of December 28, 2001, entitled ‘‘Providing
an Order of Succession Within the Depart-
ment of State,’’ is replaced with the fol-
lowing: ‘‘(b) No individual who is serving in

an office listed in section 2(a)–(m) in an act-
ing capacity shall, by virtue of so serving, act
as Secretary pursuant to this order.’’.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:12 p.m., March 20, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 21.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the 2002 Trade Policy
Agenda and 2001 Report on the
Trade Agreements Program
March 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 163 of the Trade

Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213),
I transmit herewith the 2002 Trade Policy
Agenda and 2001 Annual Report on the
Trade Agreements Program, as prepared by
my Administration as of March 1, 2002.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2002.

Interview With Latin American and
American Spanish Language
Journalists
March 19, 2002

President’s Upcoming Visit to Central
and South America

The President. I’m going to give you an
opening statement. But first of all, these ob-
servers are simply that.

Q. They’re not going to take one question.
The President. They get no questions.

They’re here just to listen to your questions
and my answers. They probably will like your
questions and not like my answers. [Laugh-
ter]

Anyway, let me talk about the trip from
my perspective and we’ll kind of rotate
around. Everybody will get at least one ques-
tion; hopefully everybody will get two.
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First, I’m looking forward to my trip. Obvi-
ously, one of the main purposes of the trip
is to go speak about development, world de-
velopment, in Monterrey. I will lay out there
for the world leaders what—I already did so
in our country—which is the Millennium
Challenge Fund, of a fund that will ulti-
mately be $5 billion a year. It starts at $1.5
billion, roughly $1.5 billion, and then will go
up to about two-thirds of $5 billion, and then
will be at $5 billion in year three and will
remain at $5 billion.

And that fund will be used to encourage—
first of all, it will say our country assumes
our rightful responsibility to help developing
nations, but we expect there to be rightful
obligations on those who receive them, to
make sure that there’s an education system
that works, a health care system that works,
an opportunity for development of an entre-
preneurial class or small businesses—foster
trade between ourselves. And countries that
practice good habits will get money. Now,
this is on top of roughly $10 billion which
we spend already in direct development aid,
not including other projects, assistance to the
World Bank organizations, et cetera.

Also, I’m really looking forward to seeing
my friend the President of Mexico. He was
my friend prior to September the 11th; he
was my friend after September the 11th; he’ll
be my friend for a long period of time be-
cause I know him well. I respect him a lot.
We’ve got a very good relationship, and obvi-
ously, we’ve got a very important bilateral re-
lationship.

So we’re going to have a—we’ll have a dis-
cussion about issues that are common issues.
Obviously, the border is a common issue,
how to make the border work better, looking
at a variety of options as to how to modernize
the border between Mexico and the United
States, as well as the border between Canada
and the United States.

I’ll discuss some ideas with him. We’ll con-
tinue to talk about migration, the need to
make sure that people are treated with re-
spect when they come to this country; that
I strongly believe that we need to pass what
we call 245(i) here. The House has done so;
the Senate hasn’t done anything yet. And I’d
like to get that done quickly. We’re urging
the Senate to move and to get this bill passed.

And we’ve got a lot of discussions about
commercial relations and law enforcement
relations. We’ve got great cooperation. I’ve
been very impressed by the dialog that we’ve
had. It was a good dialog before the attacks;
it’s been a good dialog after.

Then we go down to Peru. I’m looking for-
ward to seeing President Toledo. He is a
leader dedicated to democracy and reform.
I’m really looking forward to being in Lima.
I’ve never been there. It’s going to be an
exciting trip for me and mi esposa. And it
will not only give me a chance to have a good
bilateral discussion with el Presidente on a
variety of subjects, not the least of which will
be counternarcotics cooperation, trade. I’m
very concerned about opening markets in the
United States. We’ll talk to him about that.

And then we’ll be meeting with other lead-
ers from the Andean trade pact. And I look
forward to meeting them as well. I’ve known
most of them before. This will be the third
or fourth time I’ve seen President Toledo,
so I’ve got a familiar relationship with him.

And then off to El Salvador to discuss a
free trade agreement with the Central Amer-
ican countries and to see my friend President
Flores, who is really one of the bright young
leaders. I admire him a lot and respect him
a lot. So I look forward to discussing—the
main discussion in Central America will be
trade, will be the focus on how to enhance
prosperity.

The main discussions with the Andean
countries will be trade plus, obviously, the
issue of drugs, drogas. I will remind all coun-
tries, however, that our Nation has got to do
a better job of suppressing demand. In order
to make sure that we’re effective in dealing
with the Andean nations, with the issue of
borders, safe borders with Mexico—so long
as we’ve got people using drugs in America,
somebody is going to provide them. And it’s
likely they’re going to come from our neigh-
bors. So we’ve got a big obligation at home
as well. I want to make that clear to the lead-
ers and the people as well.

So this is going to be an exciting trip. I
said when I first got elected that good rela-
tions in the neighborhood, in our own neigh-
borhood, is the cornerstone of a good foreign
policy. I meant that. My first trip as President
was to Mexico. I continue to stay very much
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involved in the neighborhood, and so I’m
looking forward to the trip.

Trade Promotion Authority
Q. Yes, Mr. President. In your trip to Mex-

ico City, you’re talking about——
The President. Mexico City, do you mean

Monterrey?
Q. I’m sorry, Monterrey.
The President. I was going to say, have

we got another trip, and they forgot to tell
me? [Laughter]

Q. When you’re talking about trade, you
obviously know that the whole issue of fast
track hasn’t gone anywhere here in the Sen-
ate. Do you see that——

The President. In the Senate? Yes.
Q. And in Congress, itself.
The President. Well, the House passed

it, remember?
Q. Right.
The President. We got it out of the

House, which a lot of people didn’t think we
were going to be able to do.

Q. So as far as trade conversations down
there, do you see that as a problem?

The President. No, I don’t. I see it—I
will remind them that we’ll continue to work
hard with the Senate. I’ll remind them of
some of the language of some of the Senators
that do believe that we ought to have a free
trade agreement. We ought to extend the An-
dean Trade Preference Act, which I will con-
tinue to push and won’t happen prior to my
leaving. I’m going in 2 days. But neverthe-
less, we’re confident we can get that done.

I will also remind them trade promotion
authority passed the House. A lot of people
thought that was a higher hurdle than the
Senate. The Senate leadership has said that
they’re going to bring this bill up. I don’t
know the timing of it yet, but we’re going
to push hard to get it done as soon as pos-
sible. It is an important issue to a lot of Sen-
ators, and I think I’ll get it done. So I’ll talk
about that. Obviously, we have an obligation
at home to get TPA passed, and we’re half-
way there.

And then we’ll also talk about free trade
in the Americas, as well as the Central Amer-
ican—the trade negotiations. I’ll be talking
about Chile, starting with the free trade

agreement with Chile. We think we can get
that done this year as well.

So there is a lot of positive progress. And
I’ll remind them that on the decision I made
on steel, I honored the agreements and the
commitments of NAFTA and the free trade
agreement. And so, as a result, Canada and
Mexico were excluded from the agreement,
as are most developing nations. And the only
nation that’s been affected is Brazil in our
hemisphere, and only to the extent of about
12 percent of her steel production—or her
exports.

Assistance to Colombia
Q. Mr. President, in Lima, you are going

to meet with President Pastrana of Colombia.
The President. Yes, I am.
Q. While your administration is moving to

increase the aid, the military aid to Colombia,
to fight the foreign guerrillas—but according
to the U.S. State Department, most of the
drug trafficking—no, much of the drug traf-
ficking problem and human rights violation
is responsibility for the rightwing para-
military group AUC. Aren’t you afraid that
your effort could not help to solve a big part
of the problem?

The President. Am I afraid—I beg your
pardon—afraid of the?

Q. That you help the Colombian Govern-
ment to fight the FARC——

The President. Well, we expect them to
fight all renegade and terrorist groups. We
expect them to hold the line. I mean, we
are not picking and choosing. We believe that
AUC and FARC need to be—we need to
focus on AUC and FARC, and the third
group—I understand Mr. Pastrana is in dis-
cussions with them right now, and we’ll see
how that goes.

And so we don’t play favorites with ter-
rorist groups and renegade groups. We be-
lieve there’s equality, and they’re equally
bad. And so we’re going to insist that we—
not insist—we will offer help and aid, like
we have done. Right now we’re restricted by
Congress to focus on narcotrafficking, and we
believe that we will work—we need to work
with Congress to help broaden the focus to
counterterrorism. And we’re more than will-
ing to have those discussions with Congress.
I’ve already done so.
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But I have always said that we’ll stay within
the confines of the law. We have no interest
in committing ground troops, but we do want
to help them, and we’ll do so.

Impact of Trade on Developing Countries
Q. Mr. President, about this trade agree-

ment with Central American countries—and
I’m thinking specifically of El Salvador. How
is your vision—how do you make these free
trade agreements into benefits for the real
people? I mean, in terms of development,
what’s your vision?

The President. Well, I think people—first
of all, the statistic I like to quote is that we
buy $450 billion of goods from developing
nations on an annual basis. I think that’s the
number I used the other day in my speech.
That is 8 times more—and that, by the way,
ends up—when you purchase goods, you’re
actually purchasing something that requires
labor, and labor is a job. And so one of the
focuses of this administration is how to put
policies in place that enable people to work
for a living. What is it—what is it we can
do with each other? And trade equals jobs,
as far as I’m concerned. And the trade fig-
ures, which really put money directly into the
economies of countries with whom we trade,
are significantly bigger than direct aid. And
so it makes sense to promote trade.

So the answer to your question—and I’m
confident people in your fine country are ask-
ing, ‘‘What good is it for me? How will this
benefit me?’’ And that’s a legitimate question
people ask. And the answer is, trade equals
jobs. The more markets are open, the more
trade there is, the more jobs available. And
the President understands; President Flores
understands that. And that is very important
to understand. It is—the amount of capital
that ends up flowing within the private sector
in the country is significantly greater than any
aid package could possibly be. And that’s im-
portant for people to know. And that’s why
I think President Flores is excited about the
idea of having this trade pact.

And obviously, countries are going to have
to put procedures in place that will allow for
the orderly development of a private sector,
rule of law, anticorruption measures. No one
is going to do business if you get money sto-
len from you. There’s got to be tightening

of anticorruption measures. There’s got to be
a good education system. And part of the
Millennium Challenge Fund will help devel-
oping nations develop an education system.

One of the things we learned from north-
ern Mexico—the trade—is that trade created
a lot of job opportunity. And the job oppor-
tunity created training opportunities, which
in itself was good education for many people.
The border region of my State, while still
poor, has changed significantly as a result of
the trade policies. And Monterrey has blos-
somed into one of the great financial centers
of the hemisphere because of trade.

And so there’s a lot of positive benefits
for people. People talk about health care, and
it’s essential that we have good health care.
But it’s—a society that is generating wealth
is one much more likely to provide good
health care for her people. And there’s a lot
of benefits to trade. And so that’s probably
the most direct benefit to the people.

Drug Interdiction/Intelligence
Q. One small detail concerning what he

asked you before. Is Peru, Colombia, and the
United States talking about a place in an in-
telligence basement in the jungle of Colom-
bia and Peru to fight narcotraffickers
and——

The President. Are we talking about—I
can’t get too specific about placements. Let
me just put it to you this way: We’re willing
to cooperate to do as effective a job as we
can on interdicting. I won’t count that as a
question.

Q. You’re already talking about it. And my
question, please——

The President. One of the things we don’t
discuss, at least in this administration, is intel-
ligence matters. We don’t want the enemy
to have any sense about what we’re thinking
about doing, or where we may be going. So
that does not count as a question.

Fujimori Government Investigation
Q. President Toledo will ask you to help

him for the reclassification of documents
concerning corruption and human rights vio-
lations in Fujimori’s government. The CIA,
especially——

The President. FBI.
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Q. FBI and CIA also has some of the most
important documents, we think, concerning
the Vladimiro Montesinos. How long are we
going to have to wait to know what those
documents have?

The President. Well, actually, we’re co-
operating very closely. I think he would say
that we’ve had great cooperation with the Pe-
ruvian Government. There has been signifi-
cant cooperation. As a matter of fact, it led
to the significant arrest, as you may remem-
ber. And I will be very candid with him and
talk about matters of sharing information.
We’re not—again, I don’t know a specific
document you’re talking to. But I can tell
you the history has been positive up to now.
Otherwise the arrest—I can’t remember the
fellow’s name. You know him more than me,
Fujimori’s close——

Q. Vladimiro Montesinos?
The President. Yes. That was the result

of our cooperation, if I’m not mistaken.
Q. How was it?
The President. What?
Q. How was it?
The President. How was the result?
Q. Yes.
The President. Well, we shared a lot of

information in order to make the case, if I’m
not mistaken. The Ambassador here was very
much involved with that. And I think that
history will show when the facts come out
that this man wouldn’t have been arrested
without the close cooperation of the U.S.
Government.

Mexico-U.S. Border Issues
Q. Sir, the Washington Post runs a story

today that—about the creation of a new bor-
der agency that will merge Customs, the
INS, and the Border Patrol.

The President. Don’t believe everything
you read in the paper. [Laughter]

Q. Okay. [Laughter]
The President. That’s off the record, of

course. No, put it in there. It will make me
a hero. [Laughter]

Q. I know that the—at least the border
issue will be a main topic on Friday’s bilateral
reunion with President Fox. What will a rein-
forced U.S.-Mexican border mean for each
country?

The President. Yes, let me talk about—
first of all, I’m exploring all options to make
our borders more secure and more modern.
And so what does that mean with Mexico?
Well, first of all, I recognize the—of all peo-
ple, I recognize, since I was the Governor
of Texas, I know how much traffic goes across
that border on a daily basis and how much
of that traffic stays within the region. I mean,
we’ve got aunts and uncles visiting their
nephews and nieces and have been doing it
for generations. And therefore, a smart bor-
der policy is one that recognizes customs and
habits and the history; as a matter of fact,
facilitates that flow, as opposed to prevents
that flow of people, and recognizes that there
is a unique relationship here. And, therefore,
there’s got to be positive policies that do not
impede those customs.

Secondly, a smart border is one that recog-
nizes that we’ve got traffic originating in the
midst of our respective countries that can be
inspected somewhere other than the bor-
der—get a good seal of approval from an in-
land port, say, and let that cargo, once it’s
inspected, once clear for travel, proceed di-
rectly to a port or a destination in Mexico
or the United States or vice versa, so that
the traffic moves more expeditiously through
the border.

It’s a smart border initiative. It’s one that
recognizes the amount of commerce. You go
down to Laredo, like I have, and you’ve got
miles and miles of trucks. The system is anti-
quated; it is outdated. It needs to be modern-
ized for the good of both countries.

Third, border security means more man-
power and effective coordination to crack
down on ‘‘coyotes.’’ The worst kind of smug-
gling, in my judgment, is people smuggling.
And as you well know, there has been a lot
of that, and there’s been a lot of tragedy as
a result of poor, hard-working Mexicans,
looking for a job, ending up in the back of
somebody’s truck in terrible weather, in hor-
rible conditions, because of ‘‘coyotes.’’ And
we’ve got to do a better job. And when we
crack down on the ‘‘coyotes,’’ we’ve also been
pretty darn effective at the same time about
cracking down on smuggling, on both ways,
I might add.

We need to be effective with biometrics.
That will not only facilitate the common flow,
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the daily flow of traffic; it will also help us
deal with those who are coming into the
country illegally and/or register those who
are coming illegally for extended periods of
time. So there’s a lot we can do.

How best to effect that is what I’m looking
at within the administration. I’m looking at
a variety of options, because I want our bor-
ders to be modern and secure and recognize
the great vitality between our respective
countries. We’ve had good dialog, by the way,
with the Fox administration, as have we had
with the Chretien administration. And I think
people are beginning to realize that we’re se-
rious about—both sides, or all three of us,
are serious about working collaterally to
make our borders work better.

Immigration and Border Security
Legislation

Q. As far as the 245(i), how confident are
you that the Senate will move on it?

The President. Well, I’m not confident
they’ll move on it; I’m confident we’ve got
the votes. But the problem is I haven’t been
confident that they’re going to move on many
things these days. We’ve gotten a lot of bills
out of the House and not much out of the
Senate. And so that’s why—I just finished
my Cabinet meeting and made a direct call
to the Senate to get 245(i) passed. They’re
dealing with other matters. Campaign fund-
ing reform is up, and they’ve still got an en-
ergy bill moving around.

Q. Because there’s also a deadline for the
program to end.

The President. No, I know. Trust me, I’m
a big 245(i) backer. And I remember, as I
recall, some in the Senate and the House
went down to Mexico and talked to President
Fox about a modern immigration policy. And
I just hope that they’re able to live up to
their—kind of their implied promise or ex-
plicit promise they told the Mexican people
when they went down there.

Venezuela
Q. Mr. President, in your trip to Lima,

you’re going to meet the Andean Presidents
but not the Venezuelan President.

The President. That’s right.
Q. As your spokesman tells us almost every

day——

The President. He mentioned it? [Laugh-
ter]

Q. Yes. Your administration are—your ad-
ministration is not happy with Mr. Chavez’s
trips, Mr. Chavez’s friends. What should the
current Venezuelan administration do to—
in order to be closer to your—maybe get a
meeting? Or thinking about the recent polit-
ical unrest in Venezuela, are you worried that
there could be some—the situation could be
worse?

The President. Well, let me see here.
First, Venezuela is not a part of the Andean
trade group. Secondly, the President has spo-
ken out against free trade agreements. And
since this is going to be mainly a discussion—
other than my bilateral with President To-
ledo—a discussion about trade, that it doesn’t
seem to make sense to have him a part of
those discussions. Why have somebody there
who’s not in favor of what we’re all trying
to do?

Secondly, we are concerned about Ven-
ezuela. We’ve had long-time connections
with the Venezuelan people, have a great re-
spect for the Venezuelan people. We’ve got
a commercial relationship with the Ven-
ezuelans for years, and that obviously is in
the energy sector. And we are concerned any
time there is unrest in our neighborhood, and
we’re watching the situation very carefully.

This man was elected by the people. We
respect democracy in our country, and we
hope that he respects those institutions, the
democratic institutions within his country.

Temporary Protected Status Extension
Q. Mr. President, as you might or might

not be aware, there are 6 million Salvadorans
living inside our country.

The President. Yes.
Q. And 2 million and a half living outside,

mostly in the United States. What could we
expect in terms of migrations? Are you—also
the announcement of the TPS extension for
Salvadorans?

The President. I won’t be making that an-
nouncement there. But as you may remem-
ber, I supported the TPS extension last time
around. It does not come up until September
of this year, if I’m not mistaken. I will take
it under advisement. But the last time it came
up, I was strongly in support.
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Let me just give you my view generally
about immigration. There are people in our
neighborhood who hurt—a mom or a dad
who worry about whether or not their chil-
dren eat—and I have great sympathy for
those folks. And many come to our country
to work. I used to remind people that family
values did not stop at the Rio Bravo. There’s
a lot of parents who deeply care about wheth-
er or not their families can survive and are
willing to take a risk to come long distances
to find work. And it turns out that a place
that had been looking for workers for a pe-
riod of time was the United States. The econ-
omy was strong; there were a lot of jobs that
others wouldn’t do, what people were willing
to do, and they came here.

And my attitude is that we ought to have
a program, figure out a program that will
match a willing employer with a willing em-
ployee and make that a part of a legal proc-
ess. In other words, if you’re willing to work
and somebody is looking for a job, that we
make that easier rather than harder to ac-
complish.

And that’s not the case in the law today.
It’s hard to legally hire somebody. And I
think we can—that’s going to be a discussion
I must have with Members of our United
States Congress and obviously with the Presi-
dent of Mexico, for starters. This is going to
take a while to accomplish, but it’s—to me,
it’s a commonsense way to approach the mi-
gration issue.

How that affects the people here from El
Salvador, some legal and some illegal, it’s
hard to tell.

Q. So just to be sure, so you’re not making
any announcement in terms of migration in
El Salvador?

The President. No, I’m not. But I will
remind people, if asked, of course, that I was
for TPS the last time around.

Peru/Hemispheric Democracy
Q. Not only Venezuela but also Argentina

and Colombia and Brazil is doing its own
way, but South America is going through a
very special moment now. Are you looking
in Peru a new ally closer to the United States
to go to the South American region?

The President. Well, that’s very inter-
esting. First of all, I’m going to Peru because

I do view Peru as an ally and a friend. I’m
the first United States sitting President to
have ever gone to Peru. And I welcome the
reforms in Peru, and I welcome the fact that
President Toledo is taking a very firm stand
on reforming and anticorruption. And he was
elected through the democratic process,
which is important.

And interestingly enough, all but one na-
tion in our hemisphere has got a democrat-
ically elected President. Cuba is the only
country that does not have a democratically
elected President. That is a significant
change, if you think about it, in the history
of our hemisphere, an amazing change to the
better.

We just had elections in Central America,
the neighbors of El Salvador. And the neigh-
borhood there has had two elections, good,
clean elections, where reformers and advo-
cates for the open market and trade were
elected. And I’m looking forward—I’ve met
them prior to their swearing-in. I look for-
ward to seeing them again when I’m down
there.

Brazil, obviously, is fixing to have an elec-
tion. Colombia is going to have an election
soon. It will be very interesting to see how
that election plays out. Obviously, the secu-
rity of the people will be an issue in that
election. I think that happens in May, if I’m
not mistaken.

So there’s an ongoing—to me, it’s a—the
system—and Mexico, of course, was one
where, you know, the PAN wins, and all of
a sudden it shows the maturity of the demo-
cratic process. And I think this is incredibly
positive results for our hemisphere. Not ev-
erything is going to be smooth all the time,
but so long as leaders and the people demand
democracy, there will be more freedom and
more opportunity and more hope than in so-
cieties that will be closed and will frighten
their neighbors.

Argentina is a financial issue. Argentina
has got a longstanding democracy. And it’s
an issue of great concern for us, because
we’re friends with Argentina and we’re part-
ners with Argentina. And we are hoping that
Argentina will make the necessary reforms,
the tough decisions necessary to earn the
confidence of some of these international fi-
nancial institutions but most particularly the
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IMF. I know that I’ve talked to my friend
the President of Spain a lot, because the
Spanish banks are quite exposed in Argen-
tina. They’ve got more exposure than any
banks in the world, and we’re second. So
we’re interested, but we’re more interested
in the people, themselves.

So we’ve spent, in our administration, a
lot of time focusing on Argentina. So I’m con-
cerned about that; on the other hand, I know
that there is a way out, and the country itself
is going to have to make some tough calls,
starting with reforming the relationship be-
tween the States and their budgets and the
central government.

But we’ll see what happens. I’m optimistic
about our hemisphere. I think it’s been—I
think there’s some really great years ahead
of us. And the reason I am is because I’ve
watched some of these elections very closely,
and I think the outcomes have been—they’ve
embraced giving the people an opportunity
to express themselves.

U.N. Commission on Human Rights/Cuba
Q. You mentioned Cuba.
The President. Yes.
Q. It is said that you are going to ask Presi-

dent Toledo to vote against Cuba in the
United Nations Human Rights Committee
meetings?

The President. Well, I wouldn’t say voting
against. I’m just going to remind the Human
Rights Commission to remember that Cuba
is an incredibly repressive regime. It’s the
one nondemocratic government. They put
people in prison if they don’t agree with you.
I mean, that to me is a violation of people’s
human rights. I mean, there’s no rule of law
there. It’s the rule of one person. He’s been
there for a long period of time, and unfortu-
nately the people of that country are suf-
fering as a result of him.

So it’s a vote for liberty and freedom, and
that’s something Mr. Castro doesn’t believe
in. For example, there’s not a lot of free press
there, to put it in your lap, as we say.

Last question.

Millennium Challenge Fund
Q. Okay. Today’s main story in our news-

paper in Mexico, as part of the international
conference in Monterrey, was the U.S. oppo-

sition—well, it was Alan Larson’s
opposition——

The President. Who?
Q. Alan Larson?
The President. Alan Larson?
NSC Senior Director Maisto. Under

Secretary for Economic Affairs.
The President. Oh, okay.
Q. Okay. You do know him, okay. [Laugh-

ter]
The President. I’ve got a big administra-

tion. [Laughter]
Q. He was speaking on the——
The President. Well, I don’t know if I

know him or not. Depends on what he said.
[Laughter]

Q. Okay, now I’m going to rethink the
question first——

The President. The real question is, will
he know me after what he said? But anyway,
go ahead. What’s Al’s position, and what’s the
subject? [Laughter]

Q. Well, the story was on the United States
opposition to aid quotas. Is it——

The President. To what quotas?
Q. Aid, quotas for aid.
The President. Aid quotas?
Q. Aid, to help developing countries.
The President. Oh, yes. Okay, yes.
Q. And it’s——
The President. He and I are in the same

position. Al still has a job. [Laughter]
Q. That’s good. The conference started

yesterday, and is it expected that every devel-
oped country decides on its own how and
how much to help, if——

The President. Now, here’s the thing. You
can’t—it’s an arbitrary measurement that I
frankly don’t think reflects the great compas-
sion of the United States. People are able
to adopt whatever formula they think is nec-
essary to be generous. But these formulas
often times don’t measure how much a na-
tion is contributing, like our nation is contrib-
uting.

And I think a better way to go, and the
way we are going to go, is through this Mil-
lennium Challenge Fund, where we’re laying
out a $5-billion-a-year commitment. Now,
that starts 3 years from now, so—I just want
to make sure everybody understands the
funding. I know there’s a little confusion
about what—a third of it, which is more than
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$1.5 billion, it’s a little less than $1.7 billion—
$1.66667 billion—and then two-thirds, and
then——

Press Secretary Ari Fleischer. Could be,
it’s going to be—be determined exactly.

The President. Anyway. It’ll be up to $5
billion at the end of 3 years. [Laughter]

Larson? [Laughter] Anyway—no, you’re
Fleischer.

Five billion at the end of 3 years, $5 billion
the fourth year, $5 billion the sixth year,
okay?

This is a better way to go. As I said earlier,
that it is an obligation we take seriously, and
by the way, this is on top of that which we
already do. It doesn’t include monies, for ex-
ample, to make the world more secure. It’s
hard to have economic development if you’re
being terrorized. And one of the obligations
that we take seriously is the obligation to rid
the world of terror. And we don’t mind lead-
ing this coalition, and we are spending the
most money to do so—which is fine. We’re
happy to do that. We will defend freedom.

My only point is, there’s a lot of ways to
contribute. We’re a big contributor to the
World Bank, significant contributor to the
IMF. We contribute in a variety of ways—
the United Nations, which is a large contrib-
utor, and there’s a variety. So do other na-
tions—don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying
we’re the only ones doing this. I’m just saying
that the best way for us to proceed, the most
comfortable I am, is to make the commit-
ment I have made through this Millennium
Challenge Fund—which is a reform to the
current process, because on the one hand
we’re saying we have responsibilities; we’ll
uphold those responsibilities. But there is a
responsibility from the country that receives
money as well, a responsibility to the people,
a responsibility to rout out corruption.

I think it makes no sense to give aid,
money, to countries that are corrupt. Be-
cause you know what happens? The money
doesn’t help the people; it helps an elite
group of leaders. And that’s not fair to the
people of this particular country, nor is it fair
to the taxpayers in the United States.

So I believe it’s time to bring a measure
of accountability into this process, and I’m
going to be very strong about it in Monterrey.
I don’t subscribe to the theory that certain

countries cannot reform, and therefore we
must give them money anyway. I don’t buy
that. I believe everybody can have basic rule
of law and can respect the citizens who live
there. Everybody should be able to focus on
educating their children and have good
health care policy.

And so this millennium fund is going to
be focusing not only on enhancing trade and
the practices that lead to good trade policy—
and again, I’ll repeat, if a nation is worried
about developing, a nation can receive a heck
of a lot more help, private capital, aid—not
in the normal sense but help—through trade.
It happens every time. And so the best prac-
tices, it seems like to me, the best way to
foster what we all would hope for, which is
a healthy, well-educated, prosperous world,
is to encourage trade and the habits that lead
to trade and the habits that lead to market-
place.

And again, I repeat, there’s got to be good
government practices attributed to that. And
I’m going to be tough about it. I’m not inter-
ested in funding corruption, period. And if
a country thinks they’re going to get aid from
the United States and they’re stealing money,
they’re just not going to get it out of this
millennium fund—and hopefully not out of
any fund.

And then we expect nations to develop
practices that will help the people directly,
like good education. I’m the first leader who
stood up and said that the World Bank ought
to have 50 percent of the money they dis-
tribute in the form of grants, not loans—
grants to help education and health flourish
in developing nations. I think it would be
a lot better than, you know, loaning money
that in many circumstances can’t be repaid.
It’s hard to get a rate of return in the financial
sense on an education system. But you can
get a huge rate of return on the capital of
human capital, by a good education system.

So I’m for grants, not loans, for 50 percent
of the money coming out of the World Bank.
I think there’s a lot of people down there
in Monterrey that—you know, I didn’t hear
a lot of thunderous applause on it, but it’s
the right thing to do.

And so I’m not afraid of taking a lead. And
I’m going to lead on this issue, because I
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feel strongly that for our taxpayers to be com-
fortable with money being spent, there’s got
to be something, there’s got to be an effort
made—a true, honest effort made to improve
the plight of the people we’re trying to help.

And I’m optimistic about all this. We’ve
got some terrible problems in the world. I’m
deeply disturbed about the AIDS crisis. It
is a significant, significant issue in Africa, ob-
viously. There’s a place where we’ve put up
a half a billion dollars to begin. And when
I see a strategy, a focused strategy that will
yield results, then we’ll be willing to work
with Congress to put more money in.

But I want to see—and we didn’t mind;
we’re happy to take the lead in starting to
seed the fund. But now, it’s time to see
whether or not there can be a strategy in
place that will actually work. And when we
see something working—and we’d like to
help—but when we see something working,
we’ll be an enthusiastic backer. But if it
doesn’t work, it’s time—it’s time—to hold
people accountable. And that’s exactly what
my message is going to be in Monterrey. I’m
looking forward to giving—I’m sorry. I’ve got
to go. [Laughter]

Q. I will wait and see.
The President. Tengo que salir. You’d

better yell loud, because I can’t hold this
pack back. [Laughter] They’ll be up there
yelling and elbowing and screaming out
questions. You watch; they’re a very aggres-
sive lot back there.

Possible Caribbean Visit
Q. Mr. President, do you envision going

to the Caribbean soon at all or doing the
same kind of thing that you’re doing in Cen-
tral and South America?

The President. Quizas, quizas.

President Duhalde of Argentina
Q. Mr. President, are you going to see

President Duhalde of Argentina, do you
know? Is he on your schedule, do you know?

The President. I don’t know. Oh, you
mean in Monterrey?

Q. Yes, sir, on this trip.
The President. I imagine I’ll see him.

We’re having a dinner, leaders’ dinner only,
if I’m not mistaken.

Q. Yes. A luncheon.

The President. Luncheon. Almuerzo.
Thank you all.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:30 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Vicente
Fox of Mexico; President Alejandro Toledo of
Peru; President Francisco Flores of El Salvador;
President Andres Pastrana of Colombia; former
President Alberto Fujimori of Peru and his adviser
Vladimiro Montesinos; Prime Minister Jean
Chretien of Canada; President Hugo Chavez of
Venezuela; President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain;
President Fidel Castro of Cuba; and President
Eduardo Alberto Duhalde of Argentina. The
President also referred to section 245(i) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, which expired April
30, 2001; AUC, the United Self-Defense Forces/
Group of Colombia; FARC, the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia; and PAN, the Na-
tional Action Party in Mexico. This interview was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 20. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Interview With Television Azteca

March 20, 2002

Mexico-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much
for being on Television Azteca. It’s a pleasure
and an honor, sir, to have you. Let me first
ask you, in Monterrey there are many people
demonstrating against the meeting, not only
of Mexico and the United States but in gen-
eral of this world meeting. And they say that
this will be an occasion to have Mexico subor-
dinated to the United States. What do you
tell these people?

The President. Mexico es a grand amigo
de los Estados Unidos, and we’re equal part-
ners. It’s very important for people in our
hemisphere to know that we’ve got a unique
relationship with Mexico and a very positive
relationship. We’ve got a lot of trade that
goes on on a daily basis. We’ve got a lot of
contact with Mexico. And my attitude is, if
Mexico succeeds, that is good for the United
States. A strong Mexico, an equal partner is
very good for the people of our country.

Everywhere I go, there’s protesters, so I
don’t worry about protesters. What I worry
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about is to make sure that we have good rela-
tions with Mexico. It’s an important part of
my foreign policy. This will be my second
trip to Mexico since I’ve been the President,
in a year’s time. That should send a clear
signal of the importance of the relationship.

Q. And this is not an occasion to subordi-
nate anybody or anything?

The President. No, of course not. There’s
no subordination. This is an excuse for peo-
ple who want to disrupt a positive relation-
ship. And it’s important for us to have a posi-
tive relationship with Mexico, and relations
with Mexico have never been better.

Vicente Fox is my friend. I can have very
good dialog with him. He’s a strong, strong
proponent of what’s good for Mexico. He
speaks his mind, as he should. And there are
some areas where we agree and some areas
where we don’t agree, but we always agreed
to have good relationships.

Immigration
Q. Mr. President, one of the issues that

you’re going to be discussing with President
Fox is the one related to immigration.

The President. Yes.
Q. And I talked to a lot of people—com-

munity leaders, immigration attorneys—and
they tell me that 245(i) only helps a very
small percentage of people, and that, in re-
ality, something has to be decided about this
guestworker program initiative, the
illegalization of all those Mexicans who are
still here and working every day, and they
haven’t been able to get their residency—
those kinds of things. But they say that as
long as you push and you put your political
capital on this, something can be done. Oth-
erwise, it won’t. My question is, are you will-
ing to put that political capital on——

The President. Well, I’ve always been one
who understands that we need to make sure
that a willing employer and a willing em-
ployee can come together in a legal way.
That’s been my position for a long period
of time. 245(i) is just the beginning of a lot
of discussions; 245(i) is a compassionate ap-
proach to helping reform immigration. And
so the issue is broader than 245(i), as far as
I’m concerned, and it’s going to take a lot
of work, however.

And it’s very important for our Mexican
friends to understand that as a result of the
attacks on America, the American people are
focused on terror and focused on making
sure people don’t come in the country to hurt
us. I, of course, reminded people that most
people from Mexico that come into the coun-
try come to help, not to hurt. So we’ve got
a lot of work to do.

But I haven’t changed my mind; I think
it’s important. The first step is to see if we
can get 245(i) out of the United States Sen-
ate. And so all those lawyers you’ve talked
to or advocates need to be up working the
United States Senate right now to see if they
can perform.

Q. Many people feel that this will only
happen if you push and you put your political
capital there.

The President. That’s what I’m doing. I’ve
said, first things first. I’m the President who
stood up and said, ‘‘Get me 245(i), let’s get
that done.’’ And the Senate can’t move. And
so I called upon the Senate again, ‘‘Let’s see
you perform, and let’s get all these advocates
in Washington, DC, to whom you’ve spoken
up on the Senate floor. Get them up there
getting something done.’’

See, I’m one of these let’s-see-if-we-can-
get-things-done guys. There’s too much talk
in Washington and not enough action. And
so I’ve not only talked about immigration re-
form that makes sense, I’m pushing to get
245(i). Once we get 245(i), we can deal with
the next issue. And there’s a lot of issues we
need to discuss, and I’ll discuss them with
my friend Vicente Fox.

Narcotics
Q. And my last question: Benjamin

Arellano-Felix, the head of this cartel, sus-
pect in Mexico, was apprehended there. Are
you going to ask for extradition—for an extra-
dition of this guy to the United States?

The President. Si, por cierto. Por cierto.
He’s under indictment here in the United
States, and I look forward to working with
the Fox Government on extradition. We’ve
had a great—great cooperation on the issue
of extradition. As you know, the Government
has made some—honored our requests a
couple of times, and for that I’m grateful.
And yes, we’d like to see him extradited.
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And I’m so appreciative of the Mexican
authorities arresting this—arresting this man.
It’s a good signal. And it’s a good signal for
many Americans to hear it and realize that
the Fox Government is getting tough on
these narcotraffickers.

Now, let me talk about drugs very quickly.
I want the Mexican people to understand
that we’ll work together—and we are—to
stop the flow of drugs. But here in America,
we must do a better job of not using las
drogas. We’ve got to do a better job of reduc-
ing demand. We have an obligation; we’ve
got an obligation to work closely with our
Mexican friends; we’ve got an obligation at
home to convince our young not to use drugs.

And so I want the American people to hear
me loud and clear: Drugs will destroy your
families, and drugs will destroy life. And
we’ve got to do a better job of promoting
that. And so when demand for drugs goes
down, which I hope it does—and I think it
can with good, focused effort—it will help
our Mexican friends deal with a very tough
issue.

Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:40 a.m. in
the Map Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Vicente
Fox of Mexico; and Benjamin Alberto Arellano-
Felix, head of the Arellano-Felix Brothers organi-
zation drug cartel. The President also referred to
section 245(i) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act, which expired April 30, 2001. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Interview With Radio Programas de
Peru
March 20, 2002

Q. Thank you, Mr. President, for this his-
toric interview with Radio Programas de
Peru.

The President. Si.

Action Against Poverty in the Hemisphere
Q. First question. After the tragedy of Sep-

tember 11th, you have led the world into a
battle against global terrorists. Now, in the
context of this important visit to Latin Amer-
ica, are you prepared to take the lead in fight-
ing global poverty?

The President. Por cierto. Por cierto. Mi
vision es eso: yo quiero la paz para todos,
pero yo quiero vida mejor para todos
tambien. I believe we need to fight for peace.
I believe we need to work for a better life.

One of the main reasons I’m going to
our—in our neighborhood is to say, the best
foreign policy is to make sure the neighbor-
hood is prosperous. I look so forward to com-
ing to Peru. I’ll be the first sitting President
in la historia de mi pais para viajar a Peru.
And I look forward to talking to President
Toledo.

I want to talk about how to encourage
prosperity for everybody through trade, good
trade policy. But as well, I come to
Monterrey para discutir un plan para
distrubir dinero a los paises en este hemi-
sphere en otros lugar para—to encourage
growth and habits of growth, tambien edu-
cation, health care. And so, yes, I’m abso-
lutely committed to helping fight poverty.

Q. Your personal dealings with Latin
America are strong and part of a long family
tradition. As President, your father launched
important regional initiatives. Are you on the
verge of launching your own Latin America
initiatives?

The President. Well, I want to make sure
that that which has worked continues to go
forward. NAFTA has worked. I want the An-
dean trade preference passed out of the
United States Congress so that Peruvian
farmers or Peruvian business men and
women can realize markets in the United
States. I think that’s good for Peru; I think
it’s good for jobs; and I think it’s good for
the working people.

My initiative is the free trade of the Amer-
icas, which is a large concept of a market-
place, united from the north of Canada all
the way to the south of Argentina. Plus, I’m
coming with this, what we call the Millen-
nium Challenge Fund, which is $10 billion
of new money. It’s actually money the first
year, plus money the second year, plus
money the third year, up to $5 billion. When
you add up all the new money, it equals
about $10 billion or so, and that will be
money to help alleviate poverty.

But I want to do it in a way that just doesn’t
give money; I want to do it in a way that
rewards countries who battle—which battle
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corruption, which honor education, which
focus on health care, so that there is good
habits developed, so that people actually ben-
efit—and not just a few.

Peru-U.S. Relations
Q. In the case of Peru, what concrete an-

nouncement should we expect? Perhaps ex-
panding Plan Colombia into the region, or
any interdiction flights over Peru? A free
trade agreement of the Andean region, with
Peru?

The President. Si. Well, first of all, por
cierto, I want to tell people that we’re going
to work to get this Andean trade preference
in place, real, so that the Andean countries
can plan on it.

Other than that, the main thing—the rea-
son I’m coming to Peru is, I want to make
it clear how much I appreciate President
Toledo’s focus on democracy and reform.
He’s been a bold leader, and I thank him
for that very much. And I want the Peruvian
people to know that we will cooperate and
work closely with the Government to foster
institutions that promote freedom. I know
President Toledo is committed to that.

But the main thing I’m concerned about
is making sure that prosperity is alive and
well with our friends. We want our friends
to succeed. A strong Peru, a healthy Peru,
is good for the United States.

Q. President, could you please use this oc-
casion to say a few words in Spanish directed
to the people of Peru.

The President. Pues, to las personas que
vida en Peru, quiero decir, estamos sus amigo
aqui en los Estados Unidos. Hay muchas
personas que desean relaciones buenos,
mejores con los personas que viven en Peru.
Y tambien quiero decir a President Toledo,
usted es mi amigo, y muchas gracias para
la opportunidad de viajar a esta pais muy
importante.

Q. Muy bien. Muchas gracias, Senor
Presidente.

The President. Si.
Q. Si, es un honor para nosotros para

conversar con usted.
The President. El placer es mio. Thank

you, sir.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:48 a.m. in the
Map Room at the White House. In his remarks,

the President referred to President Alejandro To-
ledo of Peru. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Lourdes Meluza of
Univision

March 20, 2002

President’s Upcoming Visit to Latin
America

Ms. Meluza. Some countries in Latin
America feel that after 9/11, the region has
been relegated—or has lost its priority that
you have so clearly stated in the past. Do
you plan with this trip to reinsert the region
in your priorities, in your agenda? And if so,
what are the substantive issues to prove it?

The President. Sure. First of all, the trip
will give me a chance to say again that the
best foreign policy for America is to have a
peaceful, democratic, and prosperous neigh-
borhood.

Secondly—and it should be noted that my
first stop is to Mexico. Obviously, there’s the
development conference, which is an impor-
tant conference. That, in itself, will help me
talk about how we’ve committed a lot of
money to helping alleviate world poverty.
And there’s poverty in our neighborhood.

It will also give me a chance to have a
bilateral meeting with my friend Vicente Fox
to talk about the importance of Mexican-U.S.
relations. That relationship has not dimin-
ished. I mean, that relationship is as strong
as ever. We’ve got huge amounts of trade
going back and forth, a lot of people going
back and forth, and we’re going to talk about
initiatives that make the border policy more
productive, better, more efficient, and at the
same time protect both our countries from
terrorist threats.

My trip to Peru will give me a chance to
talk about the Andean Trade Preference Act.
I want to—that needs to be passed by the
United States Congress, and it needs to be
passed quickly. This will give me a chance
to, on the one hand, say to our friends there,
not only Toledo but to the leaders, that I
want the Andean Trade Preference Act; I’m
committed to it; I will fight for it; and then
at the same time send a message to Congress.
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Y por fin, El Salvador is a Central Amer-
ican country, and again it will give me a
chance to talk about the importance of that
region.

Don’t worry, we’ve got plenty of time.

Temporary Protected Status

Ms. Meluza. Will you offer, sir, TPS, tem-
porary protective status, which Central
American regions, nations are looking for?

The President. Right, they are. In terms
of the El Salvadoran TPS status, I was a
strong supporter of it in the past. It doesn’t
come up until September of this year. I think
it’s important for me to withhold judgment
until we are close to the date, but I—let me
just put it this way: I was a supporter in the
past, a vocal supporter of TPS status, and
I will express my opinion at the appropriate
time.

Mexico-U.S. Border Policy

Ms. Meluza. Sir, you will visit the border
tomorrow, El Paso. Do you believe that con-
solidating the agencies that handle the bor-
der will strengthen the security in the bor-
der? And will you send a recommendation
to Congress?

The President. I’m studying different op-
tions. But here’s what I want to achieve: A
border that recognizes how much traffic
there is, normal traffic—a border that recog-
nizes we’ve got trucks and cars moving goods
and services throughout both our countries
and a border policy that recognizes there are
hundreds of people going back and forth on
a daily basis who have done this for years
on years, brothers and sisters, sons and
daughters, on both sides of la frontera; and
on the other hand, that we’ve got to work
with our Mexican friends to make sure the
border has got the best infrastructure, the
best technology, the best intelligence sharing
to make sure that we stop the ‘‘coyotes,’’ the
smugglers, and the terrorists. And we can do
both.

But the border policy needs to be re-
viewed. And if it is achieved, if it’s better
achieved by a new construct, then I’ll support
it. And I just want to make sure that I get
all the facts before I make my decision.

Immigration Policy
Ms. Meluza. Sir, in the past, immigration

had a high priority on your agenda with Mex-
ico. When you sit down with President Fox
this time, will you bring back again meaning-
ful conversations about immigration policy,
a wide immigration policy? And will you
jump-start again these negotiations?

The President. Si, por cierto. I mean, im-
migration’s a big issue. It’s a big issue for
Mexico; it’s a big issue for the United States.
And we’re starting with what we call 245(i),
which is needed. And I want to remind peo-
ple that we can’t get it out of the Senate.
I’ve spoken out on it very clearly; I did so
again yesterday; I did the day before. I
worked with the House to get it out. And
people say, ‘‘Well, that’s not enough. We
need to continue a dialog.’’ But it’s a start.
And so I would hope the advocates here in
Washington, DC, will be up there lobbying
the United States Senate, so we can actually
get something done.

Secondly—it’s very important—I still be-
lieve we need a policy that recognizes there
are employers willing to employ people from
Mexico, for example, and there are willing
workers who are looking for jobs. And we’ve
got to recognize that as reality and make that
work.

Ms. Meluza. So when you talk about will-
ing workers and willing employees—employ-
ers, do you mean to say that some here in
the States will benefit from this policy again?

The President. Yes——
Ms. Meluza. Not only a temporary work-

ers program?
The President. Well, we’ll see. I mean,

that needs to be discussed. But all I can tell
you is, the basic premise of good policy is
to say there are employers in the United
States who are looking for somebody to work,
and there are people from Mexico who are
willing to do the job. And our legal system
and our immigration system ought to recog-
nize that important relationship and make it
work.

Ms. Meluza. Even those who are here
now?

The President. That’s very much of a pos-
sibility, of course. I mean, obviously, they’re
here doing a job that somebody wants them
to do. But there’s got to be the matching
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of the willing employer and willing employee.
And if they’re here now, fine. They ought
to be discussed, and they ought to be a part
of the mix, of course.

Ms. Meluza. I think that my time is up.
Thank you very much, sir.

The President. Thank you. Good job.
Ms. Meluza. Thank you very much, sir.

Lots of pressure.
The President. You look great in red.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:01 a.m. in the
Map Room at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Vicente Fox
of Mexico; and President Alejandro Toledo of
Peru. He also referred to section 245(i) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act, which expired
April 30, 2001. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Telemundo
March 20, 2002

Mexico-U.S. Border Issues
Q. Mr. President, you’re going to make

an announcement about the situation on the
border with Mexico. And that’s something
that, for millions of our viewers, is very, very
important. Can you advance something of
what you’re going to say? [Laughter]

The President. La frontera es muy
importante por los Estados Unidos y tambien
Mexico. The infrastructure—la frontera
necesita—I mean, we’ve got to change for
the better. We need to focus on new tech-
nologies, and we need to have a smart policy
which recognizes two things.

One, there is a lot of normal traffic that
ought to be facilitated as opposed to stopped.
There’s a lot of traffic with trucks and a lot
of traffic with people. Secondly, we’ve got
to be wise about stopping things we don’t
want to have happen. In other words, we’ve
got to encourage things we want to have hap-
pen and wise about stopping things we don’t
want to have happen, los coyotes, the terror-
ists, las drogas. And we can do a better job
of assigning risk and focusing our resources
and infrastructure and technologies to make
it work better.

That’s really what it is. There’s not much
new; there really isn’t much new, except for
a determined focus to make the border work.

And our cooperation with the Fox Govern-
ment has been very good.

Q. There’s a huge challenge balancing
homeland security——

The President. Yes.
Q. ——and not disturbing something that

is part of the blood of this country; that is
immigration.

The President. That’s right.
Q. How do you manage to do something

like that?
The President. Well, it’s the first to recog-

nize that there are people who come to our
country para trabajar. They love freedom;
they want to work; they want to feed their
families. Those family values—values de la
familia no pare in la Rio Bravo. They’ve got
moms and dads in Mexico who want to work.

And so a good immigration policy recog-
nizes there are people in the United States
who want to employ, Mexicans who want to
work, and we’ve got to facilitate them coming
together. That has nothing to do with the
war on terror; that has everything to do to
make sure that our economy grows. And we
can do a better job of that. We need to mod-
ernize that part of the immigration law.

At the same time, when we share intel-
ligence, when we modernize the border,
when we use biometrics, for example, on the
border, when we’ve got new machines that
are able to look inside trucks, then I think
we can do both. We can have an immigration
policy that’s wise and an antiterrorist home-
land security for both countries that is effec-
tive. And that’s what I’ve been talking to
President Fox about, as well as the Cana-
dians. And we’ve got good relationships. So
we can do a lot better job of making the bor-
der work better.

Documentation for Aliens
Q. The Mexican consulates are giving to

the Mexicans in this country an ID called
matricula consular. And in some counties in
California and in Texas—and it’s expand-
ing—it’s been accepted officially as an ID,
and they can open bank accounts and stuff
like that. Is it realistic to think that there
could be a way to think in further terms
about something like that?

The President. Es posible. Remember
there are—again, I think it’s very important
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for us to differentiate between those who on
the border go back and forth on a daily
basis—and that’s easy to figure out a way to
facilitate that. It may be biometrics; it may
be a card; it may be—something. That’s been
discussed for a long period of time. And then
there are those who are inside the country
legally, and again, some kind of ID is a possi-
bility. These are all open for discussion.

But the thing that is important for Ameri-
cans to understand is that there are a lot of
employers looking for people to work and a
lot of people from Mexico who are willing
to do the job and looking for work, and we’ve
just got to come up with a plan that facilitates
that. And I don’t know all the details, and
I don’t have—but those are the kinds of
things that our people are discussing with the
Mexicans to come up with a compassionate
policy.

Colombia
Q. Are we closer to seeing U.S. troops in

Colombia?
The President. No. No, no, no. We have

committed to help the Colombians fight
narcotrafficking. We’re in the process of dis-
cussion with Congress the make—to allow
our aid and advice to help the Colombians
fight terrorism. As you know, we put the ter-
rorist groups within Colombia on our list of
terrorist organizations.

And so I don’t see any role beyond advising
and training. And I think that’s important.
It’s important for the Colombians to make
the decision themselves, to get the will nec-
essary to take on these terrorists. And we will
help them help themselves. It is a terrible
situation where a part of your country has
been taken over by a terrorist organization,
that evidently doesn’t want to reach an ac-
commodation with you—I’m talking about
FARC, now—does not want to reach an ac-
commodation with the Colombian Govern-
ment. Pastrana tried, and he tried, and he
tried, and every attempt to create peace and
a peaceful situation has been rejected by
them. And now they’re going to take a new
tack, and we’re there to help.

Q. Thank you very much.
The President. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:09 a.m. in the
Map Room at the White House. In his remarks,

the President referred to President Vincente Fox
of Mexico; and President Andres Pastrana of Co-
lombia. The President also referred to FARC, the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

Exchange With Reporters in
Alexandria, Virginia

March 20, 2002

Military Tribunals

Q. Mr. President?
The President. Yes.
Q. What are you hoping to achieve by

holding the military tribunals? And at this
point, do we have any people eligible to face
those tribunals?

The President. Well, the tribunals are just
an option for us. And we’ll be using the tribu-
nals if in the course of bringing somebody
to justice it may jeopardize or compromise
national security interests. So they’re a tool;
they’re an option. As you know, we’re dis-
cussing rules about how they can function
well. The Defense Department asked a lot
of opinions from respected scholars, and the
world’s now beginning to see what we meant
by a fair system that will enable us to bring
people to justice but at the same time protect
national security. I have no plans right now
to use anybody—nobody in mind yet. But
the option is available.

Q. Are many of those people otherwise
going to be sent back to their home coun-
tries, and have you decided which ones
would be——

The President. Well, we’re still in the
process of getting as much information from
the detainees as possible. Remember, these
are—the ones in Guantanamo Bay are killers.
They don’t share the same values we share.
They would like nothing more than to come
after Americans or our friends and allies. And
so, therefore, it’s in our national interest to
make sure we know enough about them be-
fore we decide what to do with them. So
there’s a process—ongoing process to get as
much information as we can from the pris-
oners, the detainees. Some talk; some don’t
talk.
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Q. But let me follow, if I could——
The President. There will only be three

questions.
Q. Okay, sorry. But if you say they’re

killers——
The President. They said they’re killers.
Q. ——what makes them eligible to go to

the tribunal?
The President. I told you, if any evidence

that is required to convict them jeopardizes
the national security interests of the country,
we’ll use the tribunal.

Situation in the Middle East
Q. Mr. President, are you frustrated by the

continuing violence in the Middle East, that
looks—one day it looks good, the next day
it’s——

The President. Of course, I am. I am frus-
trated by the violence in the Middle East,
and so are a lot of people who live in the
Middle East. I know there are some people
who do not want us to achieve any kind of
peaceful settlement of a longstanding dis-
pute. And they’re willing to use terrorist
means to disrupt any progress that’s being
made. And that frustrates me. It frustrates
mothers and dads who happen to be Palestin-
ians and Israelis, because they want to raise
their children in a secure environment.

Nevertheless, we’ll continue to work the
issue and work it hard. Zinni is over there;
he’s making some progress. He’s saying to
both parties, ‘‘Stay the course. Work hard to
get into Tenet.’’ And hopefully we can
achieve what we all want to achieve, which
is eventually a political settlement. But first
and foremost, we’ve got to come up with a
security agreement. We made some progress,
and I want to thank Zinni for his job that
he’s doing there. And I’m looking forward
to being briefed by the Vice President tomor-
row morning when he gets back from—he’s
getting back this afternoon, but he’s going
to come in tomorrow morning. We’ll have
breakfast first thing in the morning, prior to
me leaving for Mexico.

Q. Mr. President, just yesterday the Vice
President was suggesting that he could meet
with Chairman Arafat if there was a cease-
fire. Does a cease-fire mean an end to all
suicide bombings?

The President. Well, what he said was,
was that there are certain conditions under
which he would meet with Mr. Arafat, and
that is getting into the Tenet agreement and
meeting the conditions. And we’ve also said
that we expect there to be a 100 percent ef-
fort by Chairman Arafat. We expect him to
be reining in those people with whom he’s
got influence. Clearly, he’s not going to have
influence with every single suicide bomber.
I understand that. But we expect him to be
diligent and firm and consistent in his efforts
to rein in those who would like to disrupt
any progress toward peace and rein in those
who would harm our friends the Israelis.

And as I’ve said in the past, I didn’t think
he has done a very good job of doing that
up to now, and I believe he can do a better
job. And that’s exactly the message the Vice
President is delivering in his statement.

Listen, thank you all very much. I don’t
want to hold two press conferences in one
week.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:25 p.m. in the
mini-auditorium at Samuel W. Tucker Elemen-
tary School. In his remarks, the President referred
to U.S. Special Envoy to the Middle East Gen.
Anthony Zinni, USMC (Ret.); and Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. The
President also referred to the Tenet plan, the
Israeli-Palestinian cease-fire and security plan of
June 13, 2001, negotiated by Director of Central
Intelligence George J. Tenet. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included Mrs. Bush’s closing remarks.

Remarks at Samuel W. Tucker
Elementary School in Alexandria,
Virginia

March 20, 2002

Thank you, Laura, for that warm introduc-
tion. I appreciate what a fine job she’s doing
as the First Lady. She’s a pretty calm voice
in a time—in turbulent times for our country,
and I’m lucky to be married to her.

I want to thank all the Tucker Tigers for
letting me come by to say hello. Gosh, it’s
good to see you all. I want to thank the fact
that you understand that you can make a big
difference in somebody’s life, that you can
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help a boy and girl who needs help, and
you’ve done a darn good job. I understand
you raised $2,500. That’s a lot of money to
raise, but you did it by reading books.

So you accomplished two things: One, you
helped somebody in Afghanistan who needs
your help; and secondly, you practiced read-
ing, which is one of the most important
things you can do. I hope you read more than
you watch TV. That’s really important. How
many of you are going to go to college? Can
you raise your hands if you’re thinking about
going to college? Boy, that’s great. Guess
what? That means you’ve set an important
goal. That’s what that means; you’ve set a
good, important goal. It also means you’d
better learn how to read. So by reading all
those books, it’s really a good step toward
meeting your goal.

So thanks for letting us come. I also want
to thank your teachers. Thank you all for
being teachers. Teaching is a noble profes-
sion, an incredibly important job. So make
sure you listen to your teachers. They care
about you a lot, and they want you to meet
your goal, and they want you to learn how
to read. And Laura and I want to thank you
from the bottom of our hearts for taking on
this important, vital profession.

I want to thank the principal as well, and
thank the superintendent of schools. I want
to thank you all. Gosh, it’s such a pleasure
to come. I’m accompanied by some people
who I admire a lot. Our Secretary of Edu-
cation, Rod Paige has come with us today.
Rod, thank you for being here. Our Secretary
of Labor, Elaine Chao, good to see you again,
Elaine.

You probably know this already, I don’t
need to tell you this, but each State has got
two United States Senators. And you’re in
the State of Virginia, and you’ve got two Sen-
ators that represent your State at the Capitol.
And you’ve got two really fine United States
Senators, both of whom have come today to
say hello to us, and both of them have come
today to show their support for this important
project. And here they are: Senator John
Warner, Senator George Allen. Thank you
all for coming.

And from Miami, Florida, there’s a Con-
gresswoman here, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen is
here, as well. Ileana, thank you for coming.

I want to thank Harold Decker and all
those who work for the Red Cross for partici-
pating in this important project. I want to
thank all of you who helped on the uniform
project, as well. You know, I oftentimes talk
about the need to be a responsible society.
In order to have a responsible society, there’s
such a thing as corporate responsibility. So
it warmed our hearts to know that many of
you in corporate America heard the call to
help, and thank you so much for coming. I
appreciate your efforts.

Today as well, we’re joined by a special
young lady from Texas. That’s where Laura
and I are from. She flew up here for a reason,
and it’s because I wanted to single her out
as someone who has done a little extra—not
a little extra, a lot extra—for the fund to help
Afghan boys and girls. Her name is Olivia
Bennett. Olivia, would you please stand up
over here? Olivia is from Southlake, Texas,
and she’s got a unique talent. At the age of
12 years old, she is a really good artist. And
you know what Olivia did? She painted a lot
of pictures and sold them and thus far has
raised $33,000 for the fund to help Afghan
children. But you know what? She’s only a
third of the way toward her goal. She told
me she is going to raise $100,000. And that
is so wonderful. Thank you, Olivia, very
much for being here.

I want to thank Haroun Amin for being
here, as well, the Afghan Chargé d’Affaires.
Thank you so much for coming, sir. And
Madam President, fine job. There will be a
Madam President one of these days, and if
you keep talking the way you talk, you may
be her—[laughter]—very good job.

I know you all know that we’re fighting
a war. We’re fighting against people who
really don’t like freedom, people who want
to hurt us. And I want to assure you that
we’ll do everything we can to make sure they
don’t. We’ll do everything we can. But we’re
fighting for more than just a war; we’re fight-
ing to help people, too. We want the world
not only to be peaceful; we want the world
to be a better place. We want boys and girls
to grow up in a world that is free and where
they can go to school.

And we’re making some good progress. I
want to tell you all that we’ve helped people
get food. And a lot of times on TV, all you
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see is about the bombs, but we’ve prevented
mass starvation because we’ve moved a lot
of food into the region. We’re helping build
roads. We’re helping build schools. We’re
helping make sure boys and girls or others
have got health care and health clinics. And
we’re also doing a lot to help children get
a good education.

Laura talked a lot about education, and
she’s right. If you’re educated, you’ve got a
much better chance to have a hopeful future
and a happy future, and that’s what we want.
We want that for every boy and girl, whether
they live in America or anywhere else in the
world.

And the amazing thing about this—and a
lot of Americans have trouble understanding
this—that for the first time young girls are
going to be going to school in Afghanistan.
See, that’s hard for us to believe, isn’t it?
Most of you, after summer, dread going back
to school—not all of you, some of you. But
there are boys and girls—there’s girls in Af-
ghanistan who dream about getting to go at
all. And as a result of what our country and
many of our friends have done, girls get to
go to school, too, starting this week.

And when they go to school, we want to
make sure they’ve got supplies. We want to
make sure they’ve got tablets to write on and
crayolas to color with and even jump ropes
to jump with. And so one of the things that’s
happened is we’ve put a coalition—that
means a group of people—together to send
textbooks to Afghanistan. We’ve sent 4 mil-
lion textbooks thus far, and there’s another
6 million to go in Afghanistan, so the boys
and girls will have something to read.

And as you heard earlier, we’re putting
basic school supply kits together, so that
120,000 Afghan children will have some
school supplies by June. And they’re called
school chests, and today I had a chance to
see some of your classmates putting the
chests together. Matter of fact, I got to load
a couple of notebooks myself. Forty note-
books per chest, that’s a lot of notebooks.
But that’s how many children there are in
a class.

And there’s a lot of other things in there
as well. There’s pencils and rulers, as I men-
tioned, crayons, jump ropes, a soccer ball so
the kids can play soccer, get a little exercise

while you’re doing your studies. And so far,
I just want you all to know—it’s kind of a
report here—that 1,000 of these kits have
been put together, 1,000 chests have been
assembled.

But that’s not enough. We need 2,000
more chests. And so I’m asking our fellow
Americans to rally for this good cause, to do-
nate and participate in the creation of 2,000
more school supply chests to go to Afghani-
stan. And if you want to help, contact your
local Red Cross chapter.

You know, I’m asked all the time, ‘‘What
can I do to help in the war against terror?’’
You can help by helping build one of these
school chests. It doesn’t matter how you do
it, how you raise the money. Just get it done.

And the good news is we’re a can-do coun-
try. We’re a country who responds in a com-
passionate way. There’s no doubt in my
mind, Harold, that the American people will
respond. And when they do, Laura and I will
thank them from the bottom of my heart—
our hearts.

But there’s a lot to do. And so for those
of you out in America who wonder what you
can do to help, call the Red Cross office.
And they will give you an assignment, and
when you fulfill the assignment, you’ll know
you’re making a huge difference, a significant
difference in the life of a boy or a girl in
Afghanistan.

Our dream is a world that’s peaceful, and
our dream is a world that is hopeful. And
the best way to make sure the world is hope-
ful is to help people get a good education,
and that’s what we’re here today to honor.

I want to thank you all for helping some-
body. I want to thank you all for under-
standing that when you help somebody, it
really helps your own life, that when you help
somebody in need, that it makes you a better
person. I hope that’s a lesson you keep with
you for a long time.

Thanks for letting us come by to say hello.
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in the
school gym. In his remarks, he referred to Cathy
David, principal, and Kamila Benzina, student
council president, Samuel W. Tucker Elementary
School; Rebecca L. Perry, superintendent of
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schools, Alexandria City Public Schools; and Har-
old Decker, chief executive officer, American Red
Cross.

Statement on the Death of
John Robson

March 20, 2002

I am deeply saddened by the death of John
Robson. John was a man of true character
and integrity. Serving four Presidents with
dedication and honor, most recently as
Chairman of the Export-Import Bank, John
set an example of distinguished public serv-
ice. I extend my deepest sympathies to his
wife, Margaret, and to his son, Doug. He will
be missed.

Statement on the Observance of
Nowruz

March 20, 2002

I send warm greetings to Iranian-Ameri-
cans and the Iranian people observing
Nowruz, the traditional Persian New Year.

This year’s observance occurs at a time
when our Nation is united in its determina-
tion to make the world safe from terrorism.
The community of more than one million
Iranian-Americans has fully participated in
this noble endeavor by condemning the ter-
rorist acts, participating in rescue efforts at
Ground Zero, and offering help and support
to the victims, who included individuals of
Persian heritage.

From arts and education to industry and
science, Iranian-Americans have made sig-
nificant and enduring contributions to the
cultural and civic life of our Nation. Your ob-
servance of the traditional Persian New Year
honors an ancient and storied history and
marks a time of renewal. As the season
changes, may your observance of Nowruz
serve as a special time for you to reflect on
your rich heritage and to enjoy the company
of family and friends.

Statement on the Observance of
Nowruz

March 20, 2002

I send warm greetings to Afghans and Af-
ghan-Americans observing Nowruz.

This year’s observance occurs during a pe-
riod of trial, when the people of Afghanistan
and the United States are joined in our deter-
mination to make the world safe from ter-
rorism. Afghans have shown extraordinary
courage in helping to rid their country of the
Taliban and Al Qaida. We will continue to
help Afghanistan become a stable, pros-
perous, and free country. And we will sup-
port Afghanistan in its effort to protect itself
from becoming a base for international ter-
rorism.

This Nowruz will be particularly special to
millions of Afghans. Throughout their his-
tory, Afghans have observed Nowruz. But the
Taliban had forbidden Afghans from fol-
lowing this treasured part of their heritage.
Next week, for the first time in many years,
Afghans will be free once more to celebrate
this time-honored tradition.

Afghanistan’s observance of the traditional
New Year honors an ancient and storied his-
tory and marks a time of renewal. As the sea-
son changes, may the observance of Nowruz
serve as a special time for Afghans to enjoy
their newfound freedom and the company
of family and friends.

Best wishes for a memorable Nowruz.

Statement on Senate Passage of
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation

March 20, 2002

Like many Republicans and Democrats in
the Congress, I support commonsense re-
forms to end abuses in our campaign finance
system. The reforms passed today, while
flawed in some areas, still improve the cur-
rent system overall, and I will sign them into
law.
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The legislation makes some important
progress on the timeliness of disclosure, indi-
vidual contribution limits, and banning soft
money from corporations and labor unions,
but it does present some legitimate constitu-
tional questions. I continue to believe the
best reform is full and timely disclosure of
campaign contributions.

Statement on the Proposed ‘‘Housing
Affordability for America Act of
2002’’
March 20, 2002

I commend Chairman Oxley, Housing
Subcommittee Chairwoman Roukema, and
Congressman Green for introducing H.R.
3995, the ‘‘Housing Affordability for America
Act of 2002,’’ and look forward to working
with them on the bill in the legislative proc-
ess. Increasing housing opportunities for all
Americans is a high priority for my adminis-
tration. In particular, I am committed to in-
creasing the opportunities for minority fami-
lies to become homeowners.

The purchase of a home is a unique com-
mitment that benefits the homeowner and
the community and ultimately the Nation.
My budget contains proposals designed to in-
crease homeownership and affordable hous-
ing opportunities. Through their hard work
on the ‘‘Housing Affordability for America
Act of 2002,’’ Chairman Oxley, Chairwoman
Roukema, and Congressman Green have
joined in this worthy effort.

Executive Order 13260—
Establishing the President’s
Homeland Security Advisory Council
and Senior Advisory Committees for
Homeland Security
March 19, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. President’s Homeland Security
Advisory Council.

(a) Establishment and Membership. I here-
by establish the President’s Homeland Secu-

rity Advisory Council (PHSAC). The PHSAC
shall be composed of not more than 21 mem-
bers appointed by the President. In addition,
the Chair and the Vice Chair of the National
Infrastructure Advisory Council; the Chair-
man of the President’s National Security
Telecommunications Advisory Committee;
and the Chair of the Panel on the Science
and Technology of Combating Terrorism,
President’s Council of Advisors on Science
and Technology, shall serve as ex officio
members of the PHSAC. The appointed
members of the PHSAC shall be selected
from the private sector, academia, profes-
sional service associations, federally funded
research and development centers, non-
governmental organizations, State and local
governments, and other appropriate profes-
sions and communities.

(b) Chair and Vice Chair. The President
shall designate a Chair and Vice Chair from
among the appointed members of the
PHSAC.

(c) Senior Advisory Committees. (i) Estab-
lishment and Membership. The following
four Senior Advisory Committees for Home-
land Security (SACs) are hereby established
to advise the PHSAC: (1) State and Local
Officials; (2) Academia and Policy Research;
(3) Private Sector; and (4) Emergency Serv-
ices, Law Enforcement, and Public Health
and Hospitals. Each SAC shall generally be
composed of not more than 17 members se-
lected by the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security (Assistant). The Presi-
dent may establish additional SACs as appro-
priate, consistent with this order.

(ii) Chairs and Vice Chairs. The Assistant
shall from time to time designate a Chair and
Vice Chair for each of the SACs from among
the PHSAC’s members.

(iii) Subcommittees. The Chair of each
SAC, in consultation with the PHSAC, may
as appropriate establish subcommittees to
advise the SAC.

Sec. 2. Functions. The PHSAC shall meet
periodically at the Assistant’s request to:

(a) provide advice to the President through
the Assistant on developing and coordinating
the implementation of a comprehensive na-
tional strategy to secure the United States
from terrorist threats or attacks;
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(b) recommend to the President through
the Assistant ways to improve coordination,
cooperation, and communication among
Federal, State, and local officials and private
and other entities, and provide a means to
collect scholarly research, technological ad-
vice, and information concerning processes
and organizational management practices
both inside and outside of the Federal Gov-
ernment;

(c) provide advice to the President through
the Assistant regarding the feasibility of im-
plementing specific measures to detect, pre-
pare for, prevent, protect against, respond to,
and recover from terrorist threats or attacks
within the United States;

(d) examine, and advise the President
through the Assistant on, the effectiveness
of the implementation of specific strategies
to detect, prepare for, prevent, protect
against, respond to, and recover from ter-
rorist threats or attacks within the United
States; and

(e) report periodically, as appropriate, to
the President through the Assistant on mat-
ters within the scope of the PHSAC’s func-
tions as described in paragraphs (a) through
(d) of this section.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) Upon the re-
quest of the Chair of the PHSAC, through
the Assistant, and to the extent permitted by
law, the heads of executive departments and
agencies shall provide the PHSAC with such
information relating to homeland security
matters as the PHSAC may need for the pur-
pose of carrying out its functions.

(b) The PHSAC shall have an Executive
Director selected by the Assistant.

(c) Members shall serve without com-
pensation for their work on the PHSAC, the
SACs, and any subcommittees thereof. How-
ever, members shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, as authorized by law for persons serv-
ing intermittently in Federal Government
service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(d) To the extent permitted by law, and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Office of Administration shall provide the
PHSAC with administrative support and with
such funds as may be necessary for the per-
formance of the PHSAC’s functions.

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Insofar as
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. App.) (Act), may apply
to the administration of any portion of this
order, any functions of the President under
that Act, except that of reporting to the Con-
gress, shall be performed by the Adminis-
trator of General Services in accordance with
the guidelines that have been issued by the
Administrator.

(b) The PHSAC, any SACs, and any SAC
subcommittees shall terminate 2 years from
the date of this order unless extended by the
President.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 19, 2002.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., March 20, 2002]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 21 and
published in the Federal Register on March 21.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Appropriations and Allocation of
Emergency Response Funds
March 20, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with the requirement in-

cluded in Public Law 107–63, the Depart-
ment of the Interior and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, FY 2002, I hereby re-
quest $346.0 million in emergency appro-
priations previously provided under title II
for the Department of Agriculture for reha-
bilitation and wildfire suppression activities
of the Forest Service.

I hereby designate these funds as an emer-
gency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. The
entire amount is being designated as an
emergency requirement to make $200.0 mil-
lion available immediately to repay funds
previously borrowed for emergency wildland
fire suppression activities.

Furthermore, in accordance with provi-
sions of Public Law 107–38, the Emergency
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Supplemental Appropriations Act for Recov-
ery from and Response to Terrorist Attacks
on the United States, FY 2001, I hereby au-
thorize a transfer from the Emergency Re-
sponse Fund totaling $27.2 million to the
General Services Administration.

I have previously authorized the transfer
of over $19.9 billion in response to the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001. With
this action today, all the funds that were
made available to me from the Emergency
Response Fund have been transferred for ur-
gent needs.

The details of these actions are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on March 21.

Remarks Following a Breakfast
Meeting With the Vice President and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 21, 2002

The President. Good morning. Thank you
all for coming. I just had a breakfast with
Vice President Cheney, and as you all know,
he’s returned from a lengthy and successful
trip to the Middle East, the first trip I asked
him to go on. I sent him to the region be-
cause this is an incredibly important part of
the world, and it’s a turbulent part of the
world. And the Vice President took a lot of
messages on behalf of our administration and
made some really good progress. I’m really
proud of how he handled himself and how
he delivered the message.

As a result of this trip, and as a result of
working with General Zinni, there is some
progress being made in the Middle East. And
I want to thank the Vice President for being
very firm and deliberate and convincing both
parties that the Tenet plan and ultimately the
Mitchell plan is a way to achieve what we
all want in the world, which is a peaceful
resolution to this longstanding conflict.

But Mr. Vice President, welcome back.
Thanks, you did a great job.

The Vice President. Well thank you, Mr.
President. It was a good trip. And as you say,
there are a lot of issues on the agenda right
now that are important in that part of the
world.

I talked extensively with our friends about
the ongoing campaign in Afghanistan and the
war against terror that affects all of us. And
everybody in the region spent a lot of time
on the Israeli peace problems and propo-
sitions—the conflict between Israelis and the
Palestinians—obviously, a lot of time on the
Iraqi situation and Saddam Hussein’s devel-
opment of weapons of mass destruction. But
I found at virtually every stop that the United
States has great friends and allies in that part
of the world. I also had the opportunity to
visit with a number of our military personnel
conducting active operations or supporting
those operations in Afghanistan and the re-
gion. So all in all, it was a great trip. I’m
ready to go back there.

The President. Questions? Yes, John
[John King, CNN].

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Mr. President, interested in your own
calculations when the Vice President called
to discuss the possibility of the Arafat meet-
ing, your calculations in making the decision
to change slightly the administration’s stand-
ard for opening the door to a meeting with
him. And Mr. Vice President, do you believe
now that meeting will happen? Is Mr. Arafat
keeping his end of the bargain?

The President. Well, first of all, I’ve al-
ways been one that trusts the judgment of
the people I send on a mission. And the Vice
President called me, with General Zinni by
his side, and said, ‘‘There’s a chance that we
can get into the Tenet security agreement.
And if that were to happen, in my judgment,
I think it would be best if I would then go
see Mr. Arafat.’’

And I trust the Vice President’s judgment.
He’s a man of enormous experience who’s
got a good feel for things, and we both trust
General Zinni. And so the definition of
whether or not he is going to see Mr. Arafat
depends upon the feel for our negotiator,
General Zinni. But I think it was the right
thing to do, obviously.
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We’ve set some strong conditions, and we
expect Mr. Arafat to meet those conditions.
I, frankly, have been disappointed in his per-
formance. I’m hopeful, however, that he lis-
tens to what the Vice President told him and
said that in order for us to have influence
in terms of achieving any kind of peaceful
resolution, he must—he, Mr. Arafat—must
do everything in his power to stop the vio-
lence.

The Vice President. Well, as I’ve said be-
fore, John, the key here will be General
Zinni. And he’ll make his judgment based on
whether or not Arafat is in fact implementing
Tenet, not just promising to implement but
implementing Tenet. If he’s doing that, if
he’s living up to those requirements, and
General Zinni signs off on it, then I’m pre-
pared to go back almost immediately for a
meeting. But it will depend on whether or
not Arafat is complying.

Iraq
Q. Mr. Vice President, on Iraq, the other

main item on your agenda, you said we have
a lot of allies out there. But I haven’t noticed
any of the Arab States—maybe they say
things privately that they don’t publicly;
we’ve long been told that—supporting strong
action against Iraq. They seem to want diplo-
macy to be given a chance—Annan’s efforts,
sanctions, changes, et cetera. What kind of
response did you get?

The Vice President. Well, I think—I
guess the way I would characterize it is, they
are uniformly concerned about the situation
in Iraq, in particular about Saddam Hussein’s
failure to live up to the U.N. Security Council
resolutions, especially number 687, that he
pledged to at the end of the war, that said
he’d get rid of all of his weapons of mass
destruction.

And they are as concerned as we are when
they see the work that he has done to develop
chemical and biological weapons and his pur-
suit of nuclear weapons, the past history that
we all know about, in terms of his having
used chemicals. If you haven’t seen it, there’s
a devastating piece in this week’s New Yorker
magazine on the 1988 use by Saddam Hus-
sein of chemical weapons against the Kurds.
If the article is accurate—and I’ve asked for
verification, if we can find it—he ran a cam-

paign against the Kurds for 17 months and
bombed literally 200 villages and killed thou-
sands and thousands of Iraqis with chemical
weapons.

That’s not the kind of man we want to see
develop even more deadly capacity, for ex-
ample nuclear weapons. And my experience
is that our friends in the region are just as
concerned about those developments as we
are. And I went out there to consult with
them, seek their advice and counsel, to be
able to report back to the President on how
we might best proceed to deal with that mu-
tual problem, and that’s exactly what I’ve
done.

The President. I think one other point
that the Vice President made, which is a good
point, is that this is an administration that
when we say we’re going to do something,
we mean it; that we are resolved to fight the
war on terror; this isn’t a short-term strategy
for us; that we understand history has called
us into action; and we’re not going to miss
this opportunity to make the world more
peaceful and more free.

And the Vice President delivered that mes-
sage. I was grateful that he was able to do
so. It’s very important for these leaders to
understand the nature of this administration
so there’s no doubt in their mind that when
we speak, we mean what we say, that we’re
not posturing. We don’t take a bunch of polls
and focus groups to tell us what—how to—
to what we ought to do in the world. When
we say we want to defend freedom, we mean
it. And the Vice President did a fine job of
delivering that message.

Part of any foreign policy—good foreign
policy—is to consult with our friends and al-
lies. We’ve told our friends and allies we’ll
do so on all kinds of issues. And the Vice
President did that in a really good way.

Terrorist Attack in Lima, Peru
Q. Mr. President, different part of the

world, a car bomb exploded in Lima last
night killing nine people. Are you concerned
about your safety?

The President. No, I’m still going. I’m
sure President Toledo will do everything he
can to make Lima safe for our trip. Two-
bit terrorists aren’t going to prevent me from
doing what we need to do, and that is to
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promote our friendship in the hemisphere.
Our neighborhood is important to us; Peru
is an important country. President Toledo
has been a reformist, obviously worked with-
in the democratic system. And you bet I’m
going.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:16 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Special Envoy to the Middle
East Gen. Anthony Zinni, USMC (Ret.); Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority;
and President Alejandro Toledo of Peru. The Vice
President referred to President Saddam Hussein
of Iraq. The President also referred to the Tenet
plan, the Israeli-Palestinian cease-fire and security
plan of June 13, 2001, negotiated by Director of
Central Intelligence George J. Tenet, and the
Mitchell report, the Report of the Sharm el-
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, issued April 30,
2001.

Remarks in El Paso, Texas
March 21, 2002

Thank you all. Thank you all very much.
So, Laura and I were heading down to Mex-
ico, and we decided to stop to see a lot of
our friends. And there’s no better place to
see a lot of our friends than El Paso, Texas.

I want to thank you all for coming out.
I want to thank you for being here. As you
know, I had a change of address, but my
home is still Texas. I love to be with my fel-
low Texans, and I’m really happy that Laura
came with me today. As you know, she’s
doing a great job as First Lady.

I’m a lucky man to have Laura as a wife.
Some people are wondering how lucky she
is to have me as a husband. [Laughter] But
I attribute the fact that she has done such
a fabulous job to this: Every summer when
she was a kid, she came to El Paso, Texas.

I’m also honored to be traveling today with
a fantastic Secretary of State, Colin Powell.
Colin Powell has cobbled together one of the
great coalitions ever, a coalition determined
to fight terror wherever we find it. Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you for your love for America;
thank you for your love for freedom; and
thank you for your service to this country.

You know, when the enemy hit us, I knew
we needed a strategy to protect our home-
land. We needed a strategy to—something

to put in place to do the very best we can
to protect our citizens. And I turned to a
friend of mine to lead the strategy, the
former Governor of the State of Pennsyl-
vania, a strong leader, a capable man, a Viet-
nam vet, Tom Ridge.

I’m proud to be on the stage with a man
who’s doing a fabulous job for the people
of Texas, the Governor of the State of Texas,
Rick Perry. And I was proud to travel from
Washington, DC, back to his home territory
with a fine Congressman, a man who under-
stands the border, a man who loves Texas,
Henry Bonilla.

We’ve really come for more than just to
see our friends. We’ve come down to high-
light the importance of our border and the
importance of our relationship and friend-
ship with Mexico. First, I want to make this
clear—somebody asked me the other day—
they asked this question. They said, ‘‘Because
of the war on terror, have you—is your inter-
est in Mexico diminished?’’ I said, ‘‘Not at
all.’’ A strong and prosperous Mexico is good
for America. And the best foreign policy is
a foreign policy that insists that our own
neighborhood be prosperous and peaceful
and democratic.

Mexico is an incredibly important part of
the futuro de los Estados Unidos. And the
border, la frontera, is a very important part
of our relationship. It is essential that Ameri-
cans understand the nature of this border.
And that’s why I’m going to be going to a
border crossing point to make this point: On
the one hand, we want the legal commerce,
the people who travel back and forth on a
daily basis, the brothers and sisters on both
sides of the border, the relatives that have
been coming back and forth for years, to be
able to do so in an efficient and easy way.
We want that kind of traffic, that kind of bor-
der crossing to be done in an expeditious
way. It’s good for Juarez, and it’s good for
El Paso, Texas.

Rick mentioned the amount of commerce
that takes place. The commerce that takes
place between Mexico and Texas and the
United States is good for both countries. It’s
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good for the United States; it’s good for Mex-
ico. And therefore, we must work to make
sure our border is modernized so that the
commerce that takes place can move more
freely, can be expedited so as it makes it easi-
er for people to have jobs and find work.

On the other hand, we want to use our
technology to make sure that we weed out
those who we don’t want in our country, the
terrorists, the ‘‘coyotes,’’ the smugglers, those
who prey on innocent life.

And so we’re making good progress in the
modernization of our border. And that’s what
I’m going to go talk about today, and that’s
what I’m going to highlight. I want this bor-
der to be modern. I want it to have the very
best technology. I don’t want it to be a ne-
glected part of our country. I want it to be
a place where we spend a lot of time and
focus on it, so that it works the best it can
possibly work.

It also is important for our country to un-
derstand how I feel about our neighbor to
the south. First of all, I approach Mexico with
the spirit of friendship and the spirit of mu-
tual respect and the spirit of resolve. I want
to thank the Mexican leaders—and will do
so in person tonight—for their steady and
strong resolve in their efforts to join us in
our fight against terror, in our efforts to join
us in the fight against drug cartels, in our
efforts to make sure our relationship is as
hopeful and as together as possible.

And so today I’ve sent up an emergency
request to the United States Congress of $27
billion, $5 billion of which will be spent on
our airports and on our borders, to make sure
Americans are more secure and more safe
than ever before.

My most important job as your President
is to protect Americans from any attack. I
think about this all the time. I walk into the
Oval Office every morning, and I sit at this
fantastic desk that Teddy Roosevelt sat at and
that Franklin Roosevelt sat at, John Kennedy
sat at, Ronald Reagan sat at. These are—
imagine what it feels like for a fellow from
Midland, Texas. It’s an honor. But every
morning I read about potential threats to
America. And I take them seriously, and so
should we all. And that’s why we’re working
hard to make the border work better. That’s
why we’re working hard to beef up our Coast

Guard, so that our ports are more secure.
That’s why we take every single threat seri-
ously.

If we get any kind of hint, any kind of
nudge that the evil ones may be coming after
us, I can assure you we’re reacting. We’re
sharing information the likes of which we’ve
never shared before. Our country’s on alert,
and our governments, the Federal, the State,
and the local governments, are doing every-
thing we can—I mean everything we can—
to protect the homeland.

But I want you to know how I feel. The
best way to protect the homeland, the best
way to make sure Americans can grow up
in a peaceful country, is to find terrorists
wherever they hide and bring them to justice.
And that’s what we’re going to do.

We’re in for a long struggle. And I think
Texans understand that, and so do Ameri-
cans. We’re a united people. We’re a re-
solved people, because we understand that
we fight for something we hold dear, and
that is our freedoms.

Sometimes it seems like the terror threat
may be going away, but all you’ve got to do
is look on your TV today, be reminded about
how evil these murderers are. Today we had
a terrible suicide bombing in Israel, and in-
nocent lives were lost. And there was one
in Peru yesterday, where people lost their
life. And this morning Laura and I met Mil-
ton Green and his son, who lost a wife and
a mother when they were going to church,
when they were praying to the Almighty God,
and a suicide killer came in in Pakistan and
took their lives.

This is a dangerous world. Too many peo-
ple are losing their lives to murderers. His-
tory has called us into action. We cannot let
the terrorists take over freedom-loving soci-
eties, and we will not.

America will fight terror wherever we find
it, and as well we will call upon leaders
around the world to do so as well. Mr. Arafat
must do more to stop the violence in the
Middle East. And I want to assure you all
the Secretary of State and I will remind lead-
ers of their obligation to defend innocent
people, of their obligation to stamp out ter-
rorists wherever they light, of their obligation
to make sure they uphold this doctrine: If
you harbor a terrorist, if you hide a terrorist,
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if you feed a terrorist, you’re just as guilty
as the terrorists themselves. And if you’re in-
terested in knowing what that means, just ask
the Taliban. Thanks to our mighty United
States military and thanks to our vast coali-
tion, we upheld that doctrine.

But I’m proud of this: Our country and
our friends do not seek revenge; we seek jus-
tice. And we sent brave, brave U.S. soldiers
into Afghanistan not as conquerors but as lib-
erators. It may be hard for some of the
youngsters here to believe, but the govern-
ment that we just routed in Afghanistan
would not let young girls go to school. That
changed. This week young girls will be going
to school for the first time, because we got
that barbaric regime out of power.

And we’re not stopping. And we’re not
stopping. And that’s why I submitted the
largest increase in defense spending, in two
generations, to the United States Congress.
We can’t afford to stop, for the sake of our
children and our grandchildren. And I expect
the United States Congress to honor my re-
quest for this important reason: Any time we
put a U.S. soldier into harm’s way, we expect
that soldier to have the best equipment, the
best training, an additional pay raise.

I know it’s a lot of money. I know it’s a
lot of money, my request, but let me just
tell you this: I want to remind you all, we
fight for freedom. This country stands strong
for freedom, and we will not relent to any
terrorists who think they can take our free-
dom or the freedom from anybody else in
the world away from us. And therefore, the
budget I submitted to Congress, while it may
be high, the price of freedom is never too
high, as far as I’m concerned.

I ask for your patience and unity because
I understand the nature of the enemy we
fight. They’ve got these leaders over there
that are willing to send youngsters to their
suicidal death, and they try to find a cave
they can hide in. There’s no cave deep
enough for American justice.

It doesn’t matter for me how long it takes.
It doesn’t matter how long it takes. We’re
going to hunt them down one by one and
bring them to justice. If they bunch up again
in Afghanistan like they did in the Shahi-Kot
Mountain Range, we’ll send our soldiers in
there. The last time they bunched up, they

didn’t like the results. No matter where they
light, we’re going to get them. We’re going
to treat them for what they are, international
terrorists. And we’re going to keep them on
the run.

It is in the interests not only of our country
but the interest of the world that our Nation
be steady and strong and determined. And
you can bet, so long as I am your President,
we will be determined and steady and strong
and defend our freedom with all our might.

I believe this: I believe as a result of our
being strong and steady and determined, the
world will be more peaceful after we rout
out these terrorist killers. I believe we have
a chance to solve some problems around the
world that some people had given up hope
on. I believe that the United States, by lead-
ing our coalition, can lead the world to a
more peaceful tomorrow. And that’s my goal,
and that’s my dream. Out of our strength and
out of our resolve, will come a peaceful to-
morrow for children who not only live in
America but children who live all across the
world.

And I want to tell you one other thing I
believe about America is, out of this evil will
come some incredible good. I believe strong-
ly that the evil ones didn’t know who they
were attacking. They thought we would—
they thought we would roll over. They
thought we were so materialistic and self-ab-
sorbed that we wouldn’t respond. They prob-
ably thought we were going to sue them.
[Laughter] Not only did they not understand
our resolve, but they didn’t understand that
this Nation is not going to let evil prevail.

They understand—I get asked all the
time—I want you to hear me on this—I get
asked all the time by people around America,
‘‘What can I do to help in the war on terror?’’
I’ll tell you what you can do. In order to stand
squarely in the face of evil, do some good.
Love a neighbor just like you’d like to be
loved yourself. Reach out to somebody in
need. Make sure somebody who’s hungry has
food, somebody who needs love has love,
somebody who needs to be taught how to
read is taught to read. You see, it’s the gath-
ering momentum of millions of acts of kind-
ness that will define this Nation and allow
us to stand squarely in the face of evil.
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And there’s no doubt in my mind that the
good people of El Paso, Texas, and those who
live at Fort Bliss are going to do exactly that.
I know El Paso. I know the hearts and souls
of the citizens who live here. I know full well
the love and compassion that exists through-
out the neighborhoods in this great city in
this part of the State.

Today I had the honor of meeting Rosario
Piedra. She brought her whole family.
[Laughter] She came out to see this magnifi-
cent Air Force One. She was there because
Rosario is the kind of person I’m talking
about. She takes her obligation as a U.S. cit-
izen very seriously. She knows there’s some-
thing more to life than just serving yourself.
She’s in charge of Girl Scout troops, teaching
young girls values that will stay with them
for the rest of their life. She works after-
school programs to help children that need
a little extra help. It is this kind of citizen
that makes our country unique and different.

I want to share with you this thought, that
the most meaningful event of September the
11th, in many ways, was Flight 93. I want
you all to remember what took place. On that
flight were people who had been told on
their telephones that Washington and New
York was under attack. They knew their
plane had been hijacked. They got on the
plane, and they told their loved ones they
loved them. They said a prayer. They said,
‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they served something great-
er than themselves. They served humanity.
It is that spirit of sacrifice, it is that spirit
of serving something greater than yourself
that is alive and well and strong in our great
land.

And as you love a neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself, remember that you rep-
resent that spirit; you represent the best of
our country; and you join us all in standing
squarely in the face of evildoers. This great
country is the finest country on the face of
the Earth, and we’re going to show the world
exactly that.

And so I want to thank you all. Laura and
I love El Paso. We love our friends. May God
bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at El
Paso International Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Milton Green, whose wife, Barbara, was
killed in the March 17 terrorist attack at the

Protestant International Church in Islamabad,
Pakistan, and their son, Zachary, who survived the
attack; and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Requests
March 21, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I ask the Congress to consider expedi-

tiously the enclosed requests, totaling $27.1
billion, for emergency FY 2002 supplemental
appropriations. The requests provide for
emergency expenses to support the war on
terrorism, homeland security, and economic
revitalization activities as the Nation con-
tinues to recover and rebuild following the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

I hereby designate specific requests con-
tained in the accompanying material as emer-
gency requirements pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended. By category, these emergency re-
quests total:

• Defense: $14.0 billion
• International: $1.6 billion
• Homeland Security: $3.3 billion (ex-

cludes $1.9 billion in a contingent ap-
propriation for the Department of
Transportation)

• Assistance to New York: $5.5 billion
The emergency funding requests include

a total of $2.7 billion in budget authority that
would be made available contingent upon my
transmittal of later budget requests to the
Congress designating the specific amounts
requested as an emergency requirement.
This contingent budget authority includes
$1.9 billion allocated to the Department of
Transportation for the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration and $750.0 million allo-
cated to the Department of Labor for eco-
nomic recovery and assistance to dislocated
workers.

This transmittal also contains $240.0 mil-
lion in non-emergency requests that are fully
offset by proposed reductions.
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All of the requests in this transmittal are
for the purpose of fulfilling a known and ur-
gent FY 2002 requirement and are unable
to reasonably be met through the use of exist-
ing agency funds.

The details of these requests are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Interview With TCS
March 20, 2002

El Salvador-U.S. Relations
Q. Ten years after the peace agreement

in El Salvador, how do you evaluate the cur-
rent relationship between the U.S. and my
country?

The President. Muy fuerte. I’ve got, first
of all, a good personal relationship with El
Presidente de su pais. He’s a very good man.
He’s a young, strong leader, and I’m im-
pressed by him. And everybody in America
who’s met him is impressed by him.

Secondly, I believe we’ve got some great
opportunities. There’s a lot of people from
your country living here in America, and so
we get a better sense of your country from
them—hard-working, good people. Sec-
ondly, obviously we’ve had a chance to co-
operate during some of the unbelievable nat-
ural disasters that affected El Salvador—
Hurricane Mitch. And our country was very
glad to help. We—sorry it happened, but
then it happened, glad to help.

And I’m going to go down and talk about
trade and the ability for us to work together
to put together a free trade agreement with
Central American nations. I think it’s a great
opportunity. I’m really looking forward to the
trip. I can’t wait to go to El Salvador. It’s
going to be—it’s an honor to go.

Central American-U.S. Free Trade
Agreement

Q. Mr. President, do you consider that the
free trade agreement between the U.S. and
the Central American countries will indeed
benefit the poorest people in our region?

The President. Por cierto, por cierto.
That’s why I’m so anxious to do so. The best
way to develop jobs, the best way to develop
hope and opportunity is through trade. A
country which trades with the United States,
for example, or any other country, a vibrant
marketplace is going to get 8 times more ben-
efit from that trade than they would through
any foreign aid program.

Now, we’re going to be generous with our
foreign aid, and we’ll help, but trade is really
the best chance to help the poor. And that’s
what I’m interested in doing. I know that
when somebody starts getting jobs available,
there’s better training. It will lead to better
education; it will lead to better health care.
And so we’re anxious to promote prosperity,
and the best way to do that is through a trade
agreement.

Temporary Protected Status

Q. Deeply inside you, Mr. President, have
you made a decision over the future of
250,000 Salvadorans currently under TPS?

The President. TPS? No, but I want—
first of all, I was a strong supporter of TPS
the last time it came up. The TPS authoriza-
tion—or the renewal—won’t come up until
Septiembre. So this summer I, of course, will
look at it. I haven’t made up my mind yet,
but I will tell you, the last time I was a strong
supporter. I thought it was the right thing
to do. And one might guess, if I thought it
was the right thing to do last time—but I
will make up my mind this summer.

War on Terrorism

Q. Does El Salvador have an important
role to play in the global war against ter-
rorism?

The President. Oh, of course, of course.
And here it is: Al Qaida killers are trying to
find places where they can move assets, train,
move money. They’re looking for weak spots.
They found one in Afghanistan, and we’re
still bringing them to justice. Any country
that appears weak or is welcoming to a ter-
rorist organization is one where they’re likely
to go. And what El Salvador can do is con-
tinue to be strong and say, ‘‘We’re not going
to tolerate terrorism. We’re not going to let
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people come to our country or our neighbor-
hood.’’ And they’ve been very strong. Presi-
dent Flores has been great on this subject,
and I look forward to working with him.

You bet it’s very important for all of us
who love freedom to stand strong against ter-
rorist organizations, so that they can have no
place to go. We’ll keep them on the run, and
we’re going to keep them running. And
they’re going to get tired of running. And
then, when they do get tired of running, we’ll
bring them to justice.

Q. People is very anxious, waiting for you,
Mr. President, in El Salvador. Tiene un
mensaje para pueblo Salvadoreno?

The President. Si, al pueblo de El Sal-
vador, quiero decir eso, tu pais es importante
para el futuro de mi pais. Yo quiero decir
que somos amigos, y muchos gracias para la
opportunidad de viajar a este pais bonita,
bella. Y quiero decir que tu Presidente—su
Presidente es un amigo mio.

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The President. Si, thank you.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:54 a.m. in
the Map Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to President Fran-
cisco Flores of El Salvador. This interview was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
March 22. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Remarks to the United Nations
Financing for Development
Conference in Monterrey, Mexico
March 22, 2002

Good morning. We meet at a moment of
new hope in an age-old struggle, the battle
against world poverty. I’m honored to be with
so many distinguished leaders who are com-
mitted to this cause. I’m here today to reaf-
firm the commitment of the United States
to bring hope and opportunity to the world’s
poorest people and to call for a new compact
for development defined by greater account-
ability for rich and poor nations alike.

I want to thank Vicente Fox, el Presidente
de Mexico, and the people of Monterrey for
such grand hospitality. I want to thank Kofi
Annan for his steadfast leadership. And I

want to thank the distinguished leaders who
are here for your hospitality as well.

Many here today have devoted their lives
to the fight against global poverty, and you
know the stakes. We fight against poverty be-
cause hope is an answer to terror. We fight
against poverty because opportunity is a fun-
damental right to human dignity. We fight
against poverty because faith requires it and
conscience demands it. And we fight against
poverty with a growing conviction that major
progress is within our reach.

Yet, this progress will require change. For
decades, the success of development aid was
measured only in the resources spent, not
the results achieved. Yet, pouring money into
a failed status quo does little to help the poor
and can actually delay the progress of reform.
We must accept a higher, more difficult,
more promising call. Developed nations have
a duty not only to share our wealth but also
to encourage sources that produce wealth:
economic freedom, political liberty, the rule
of law, and human rights.

The lesson of our time is clear: When na-
tions close their markets and opportunity is
horded by a privileged few, no amount—no
amount—of development aid is ever enough.
When nations respect their people, open
markets, invest in better health and edu-
cation, every dollar of aid, every dollar of
trade revenue and domestic capital is used
more effectively. We must tie greater aid to
political and legal and economic reforms.
And by insisting on reform, we do the work
of compassion.

The United States will lead by example.
I have proposed a 50-percent increase in our
core development assistance over the next 3
budget years. Eventually, this will mean a $5
billion annual increase over current levels.
These new funds will go into a new Millen-
nium Challenge Account, devoted to projects
in nations that govern justly, invest in their
people, and encourage economic freedom.
We will promote development from the bot-
tom up, helping citizens find the tools and
training and technologies to seize the oppor-
tunities of the global economy.

I’ve asked Secretary of State Powell, Sec-
retary of Treasury O’Neill to reach out to
the world community to develop clear and
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concrete objective criterion for the Millen-
nium Challenge Account. We’ll apply these
criterion fairly and rigorously.

And to jump-start this initiative, I’ll work
with the United States Congress to make re-
sources available over the 12 months for
qualifying countries. Many developing na-
tions are already working hard on the road—
and they’re on the road of reform and bring-
ing benefits to their people. The new com-
pact for development will reward these na-
tions and encourage others to follow their
example.

The goal of our development aid will be
for nations to grow and prosper beyond the
need for any aid. When nations adopt re-
forms, each dollar of aid attracts $2 of private
investments. When aid is linked to good pol-
icy, 4 times as many people are lifted out
of poverty compared to old aid practices.

All of us here must focus on real benefits
to the poor, instead of debating arbitrary lev-
els of inputs from the rich. We should invest
in better health and build on our efforts to
fight AIDS, which threatens to undermine
whole societies. We should give more of our
aid in the form of grants, rather than loans
that can never be repaid.

The work of development is much broader
than development aid. The vast majority of
financing for development comes not from
aid but from trade and domestic capital and
foreign investment. Developing countries re-
ceive approximately $50 billion every year in
aid. That is compared to foreign investment
of almost $200 billion in annual earnings
from exports of $2.4 trillion. So to be serious
about fighting poverty, we must be serious
about expanding trade.

Trade helped nations as diverse as South
Korea and Chile and China to replace de-
spair with opportunity for millions of their
citizens. Trade brings new technology, new
ideas, and new habits, and trade brings ex-
pectations of freedom. And greater access to
the markets of wealthy countries has a direct
and immediate impact on the economies of
developing nations. As one example, in a sin-
gle year the African Growth and Opportunity
Act has increased African exports to the
United States by more than 1,000 percent,
generated nearly $1 billion in investment,
and created thousands of jobs.

Yet, we have much more to do. Devel-
oping nations need greater access to markets
of wealthy nations. And we must bring down
the high trade barriers between developing
nations, themselves. The global trade nego-
tiations launched in Doha confront these
challenges. The success of these negotiations
will bring greater prosperity to rich and mid-
dle-income and poor nations alike. By one
estimate, a new global trade pact could lift
300 million lives out of poverty. When trade
advances, there’s no question but the fact
that poverty retreats.

The task of development is urgent and dif-
ficult. Yet, the way is clear. As we plan and
act, we must remember the true source of
economic progress is the creativity of human
beings. Nations’ most vital natural resources
are found in the minds and skills and enter-
prise of their citizens. The greatness of a soci-
ety is achieved by unleashing the greatness
of its people. The poor of the world need
resources to meet their needs, and like all
people, they deserve institutions that encour-
age their dreams.

All people deserve governments instituted
by their own consent; legal systems that
spread opportunity, instead of protecting the
narrow interests of a few; and the economic
systems that respect their ambition and re-
ward efforts of the people. Liberty and law
and opportunity are the conditions for devel-
opment, and they are the common hopes of
mankind.

The spirit of enterprise is not limited by
geography or religion or history. Men and
women were made for freedom, and pros-
perity comes as freedom triumphs. And that
is why the United States of America is lead-
ing the fight for freedom from terror.

We thank our friends and neighbors
throughout the world for helping in this great
cause. History has called us to a titanic strug-
gle, whose stakes could not be higher be-
cause we’re fighting for freedom, itself.
We’re pursuing great and worthy goals to
make the world safer and, as we do, to make
it better. We will challenge the poverty and
hopelessness and lack of education and failed
governments that too often allow conditions
that terrorists can seize and try to turn to
their advantage.
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Our new approach for development places
responsibility on developing nations and on
all nations. We must build the institutions
of freedom, not subsidize the failures of the
past. We must do more than just feel good
about what we are doing; we must do good.
By taking the side of liberty and good govern-
ment, we will liberate millions from poverty’s
prison. We’ll help defeat despair and resent-
ment. We’ll draw whole nations into an ex-
panding circle of opportunity and enterprise.
We’ll gain true partners in development and
add a hopeful new chapter to the history of
our times.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the
Cintermex Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 16
In the morning, the President traveled

from Camp David, MD, to Chicago, IL,
where he participated in a Saint Patrick’s Day
parade and then had lunch with Mayor Rich-
ard M. Daley of Chicago and Gov. George
Ryan of Illinois.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Camp David, MD.

March 17
In the early afternoon, the President re-

turned to Washington, DC.

March 18
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan concerning the March
17 terrorist attack at the Protestant Inter-
national Church in Islamabad, Pakistan. He
also had a telephone conversation with Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Na-

tions concerning aid for the developing world
and the situation in the Middle East.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
O’Fallon, MO, and later to St. Louis, MO.
In the evening, he returned to Washington,
DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kyle E. McSlarrow to be Deputy
Secretary of the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Claude A. Allen and Walter H.
Kansteiner to be Government representa-
tives to the Board of Directors of the African
Development Foundation. Upon confirma-
tion, Mr. Allen will be designated Chairman.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Mark Griffon as a member of the
Advisory Board on Radiation and Worker
Health.

March 19
In the morning, the President had FBI and

CIA briefings and then met with the Home-
land Security Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Christopher Columbus Fellowship
Foundation: Audy Michael Perry (President
pro tempore of the Senate representative);
Robert Jeffrey Glovitz (Speaker of the House
representative); and Lynda Hare Scribante
(Minority Leader of the House representa-
tive).

March 20
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and then met with
the National Security Council. Later, he met
with members of the National Association of
Attorneys General in the Indian Treaty
Room at the White House.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Alexandria, VA, and later
returned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with President Tarja
Halonen of Finland at the White House on
April 16.

March 21
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to El Paso, TX. While en route
aboard Air Force One, the President had a
telephone conversation with Prime Minister
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Silvio Berlusconi of Italy to discuss coopera-
tion against terrorism. In El Paso, the Presi-
dent toured the cargo dock at the Bridge of
the Americas.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Monterrey, Mexico.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha of Bulgaria to
Washington, DC, on April 23.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the President’s Council on the 21st Cen-
tury Workforce: Douglas James Banes; Jeff-
ery Lawrence Bleustein; Anna Regula Haug
de Cablik; Anna Escobedo Cabral; Thomas
Joseph Donohue; James K. Glassman; Lowell
McFerrin Guthrie; James Philip Hoffa;
David Sen Lin Lee; and Charles Joseph Scar-
borough.

The President announced his intention to
appoint William Omer Brisben, Jr., as U.S.
Representative to the Executive Board of the
United Nations Children’s Fund.

The President announced his intention to
designate Mary Elizabeth Kramer as Chair-
man of the Commission on Presidential
Scholars.

March 22
In the morning, the President met with

President Jacques Chirac of France at the
Presidente Inter-Contintental Hotel.

In the afternoon, the President met with
President Vicente Fox of Mexico at the
Palacio de Gobierno.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended a reception and dinner hosted
by President Fox at the Museo de Arte
Contemporáneo de Monterrey.

The President announced his nomination
of Paula A. DeSutter to be Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Verification and Compli-
ance.

The President announced his nomination
of Kathleen Marion Harrington to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Public Affairs.

The President announced his nomination
of Stanley C. Suboleski to be a member of
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review
Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Sandra S. Brock as a member of the

Advisory Board of the National Air and Space
Museum.

The President announced his designation
of R.L. Brownlee as Acting Secretary of the
Army for Civil Works.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted March 20

Charles S. Abell,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness
(new position).

Claude A. Allen,
Deputy Secretary of Health and Human
Services, to be a member of the Board of
Directors of the African Development Foun-
dation for a term expiring September 22,
2003, vice John F. Hicks, Sr., term expired.

Kathleen M. Harrington,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor, vice Susan Robinson
King.

Walter H. Kansteiner,
Assistant Secretary of State (African Affairs),
to be a member of the Board of Directors
of the African Development Foundation for
a term expiring September 27, 2003, vice
George Edward Moose, term expired.

Thomas Mallon,
of Connecticut, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities for a term
expiring January 26, 2004, vice Donald L.
Fixico.

Kathie L. Olsen,
of Oregon, to be an Associate Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy,
vice Kerri-Ann Jones.
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Submitted March 22

Henry E. Autrey,
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Eastern District of Missouri, vice George F.
Gunn, Jr., retired.

Carmel Borders,
of Kentucky, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of 3 years (new position).

Michael D. Brown,
of Colorado, to be Deputy Director of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency,
vice Robert M. Walker, resigned.

Douglas Carnine,
of Oregon, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of 3 years (new position).

David S. Cercone,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Western District of Pennsylvania, vice
Donald J. Lee, retired.

Robert Davila,
of New York, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2003, vice John D. Kemp,
term expired.

Richard E. Dorr,
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Western District of Missouri, vice D. Brook
Bartlett, deceased.

Morrison C. England, Jr.,
of California, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of California, vice Law-
rence K. Karlton, retired.

Blanca E. Enriquez,
of Texas, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of 3 years (new position).

Lex Frieden,
of Texas, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2004, vice Marca Bristo, term
expired.

Ronald Henderson,
of Missouri, to be U.S. Marshal for the East-
ern District of Missouri for the term of 4
years, vice Floyd A. Kimbrough, resigned.

William T. Hiller,
of Ohio, to be a member of the National In-
stitute for Literacy Advisory Board for a term
of one year (new position).

Young Woo Kang,
of Indiana, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2003, vice Debra Robinson,
term expired.

Kathleen Martinez,
of California, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2003, vice Rae E. Unzicker,
term expired.

Robin Morris,
of Georgia, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of one year (new position).

Carol Hughes Novak,
of Georgia, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2004, vice Gina McDonald,
term expired.

Juan R. Olivarez,
of Michigan, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of one year (new position).

Jean Osborn,
of Illinois, to be a member of the National
Institute for Literacy Advisory Board for a
term of 2 years (new position).

Patricia Pound,
of Texas, to be a member of the National
Council on Disability for a term expiring
September 17, 2002, vice Ela Yazzie-King,
term expired.

Timothy J. Savage,
of Pennsylvania, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, vice
Edward N. Cahn, retired.
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Amy J. St. Eve,
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, vice George W.
Lindberg, retired.

Kenneth Y. Tomlinson,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors for a term expir-
ing August 13, 2004, vice Tom C. Korologos,
term expired.

Kenneth Y. Tomlinson,
of Virginia, to be Chairman of the Broad-
casting Board of Governors, vice Marc B.
Nathanson.

Kathleen P. Utgoff,
of Virginia, to be Commissioner of Labor Sta-
tistics, U.S. Department of Labor for a term
of 4 years, vice Katherine G. Abraham, term
expired.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released March 16

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press
Secretary Claire Buchan

Released March 18

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released March 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed S. 1857

Released March 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the

President’s trip to Mexico, Peru, and El Sal-
vador

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by
President Tarja Halonen of Finland

Statement by the Press Secretary on the an-
niversary of the accidental shootdown of the
U.S. missionary plane in Peru

Fact sheet: Celebrating a New School Year
for the Children of Afghanistan

Released March 21

Statement by the Press Secretary: Prime
Minister Saxe-Coburg-Gotha of Bulgaria To
Visit Washington

U.S.-Mexico Border Partnership: Declara-
tion on Embracing Technology and Coopera-
tion to Promote the Secure and Efficient
Flow of People and Commerce across our
Shared Border, signed by U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell and Secretary of Foreign
Relations Jorge Castaneda of Mexico

Fact sheet: U.S.-Mexico Border Partnership
Agreement

Announcement: U.S.-Mexico Border Part-
nership Action Plan

Announcement of the nominations for U.S.
District Judges for the the Eastern District
of Missouri, the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, the Western District of Missouri, the
Eastern District of California, the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, and the Northern
District of Illinois

Released March 22

Fact sheet: A New Compact for Develop-
ment

Fact sheet: U.S.-Mexican Relations

Fact sheet: U.S.-Mexico Partnership for
Prosperity

Fact sheet: Growth Agenda for the World
Bank and Other Development Banks

Fact sheet: NADBank/BECC Reform

Announcement of nominations for U.S. Mar-
shals for the Eastern and Western Districts
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of Missouri, U.S. Attorneys for the Eastern
District of North Carolina and the Central
District of California, and Judge of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims

Announcement: Homeland Security Direc-
tor Tom Ridge To Deliver Remarks at the
National Association of Regional Councils

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved March 19

S. 1857 / Public Law 107–153
To encourage the negotiated settlement of
tribal claims
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