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system. All of the American electorate will
benefit from these measures to strengthen
our democracy.

However, the bill does have flaws. Certain
provisions present serious constitutional con-
cerns. In particular, H.R. 2356 goes farther
than I originally proposed by preventing all
individuals, not just unions and corporations,
from making donations to political parties in
connection with Federal elections. I believe
individual freedom to participate in elections
should be expanded, not diminished; and
when individual freedoms are restricted,
questions arise under the First Amendment.
I also have reservations about the constitu-
tionality of the broad ban on issue adver-
tising, which restrains the speech of a wide
variety of groups on issues of public import
in the months closest to an election. I expect
that the courts will resolve these legitimate
legal questions as appropriate under the law.

As a policy matter, I would have preferred
a bill that included a provision to protect
union members and shareholders from invol-
untary political activities undertaken by their
leadership. Individuals have a right not to
have their money spent in support of can-
didates or causes with which they disagree,
and those rights should be better protected
by law. I hope that in the future the Congress
and I can work together to remedy this defect
of the current financing structure.

This legislation is the culmination of more
than 6 years of debate among a vast array
of legislators, citizens, and groups. Accord-
ingly, it does not represent the full ideals of
any one point of view. But it does represent
progress in this often-contentious area of
public policy debate. Taken as a whole, this
bill improves the current system of financing
for Federal campaigns, and therefore I have
signed it into law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 27, 2002.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 2356, ap-
proved March 27, had not been received by the
Office of the Federal Register in time for assign-
ment of a Public Law number.

Remarks to First-Responders in
Greenville

March 27, 2002

Thank you very much. It is great to be
back in South Carolina. I didn’t realize I was
going to be giving an address on my old jog-
ging path. [Laughter]

Mr. Mayor, I have fond memories of your
beautiful city. And thank you very much for
your leadership and your hospitality, and
thank you all for coming.

One of the things that I’m not surprised
about was how the good folks of South Caro-
lina responded on September the 11th, in
the aftermath. The good people here hurt
for the people of New York, because they
realized an attack on one part of America
was an attack on all of America. And I want
to thank you all for donating a brand new
firetruck to New York City. I want to thank
you for sending men and women to New
York City in response to the emergency. I
know that firefighters and casualty experts,
emergency management director headed up
north to provide help, and I’m here to thank
you for that. And I’m here also to thank you
for what you do every single day.

You know, the evil ones hit us, but out
of that evil has come some good. I’m going
to talk to you about some of that good. And
one of the good things that’s come is a sin-
cere appreciation and respect for the men
and women who wear the uniform, the police
and the fire and the emergency medical units
all across the country. And I’m here to thank
you as well for your dedication and your serv-
ice to the people of your communities here
in South Carolina.

I appreciate so very much Tom Ridge’s
service. You know, he was a Governor there
in Pennsylvania, just kind of cruising along.
Life was pretty good. And then the President
called him and said, ‘‘I’ve got an assignment
for you, to come and set a national strategy
for our homeland security. The enemy’s hit
us, and we’d better be ready in case the
enemy hits us again. And we need a strategy.’’
And I’m telling you, he’s come to Wash-
ington, DC, with a vision and a capacity. And
we’re developing and have got a strategy,
some of which I will share with you today.
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And Tom, I want to thank you for your serv-
ice.

And I want to thank the other fellow on
the stage here, Jim DeMint. He is a strong
Congressman. He cares deeply about the
people of this State. He is—he is an ally of
mine in the House, because he is a man of
integrity. He cares deeply about national
issues and issues that affect the people here
in his district. He understands the need for
us to be tough and diligent and forceful when
it comes to fighting terrorists. He under-
stands the need for us to be strong at home
as well. And that’s why he has led a discussion
on a strategy to make sure that the textile
industry here in South Carolina gets not only
the attention of the administration but a
strategy to help people who work in the tex-
tile industry. This man is a leader, and he
needs to go back to Washington, DC.

And we’ve got some other people from the
fine South Carolina delegation. Lindsey
Graham is here, and a little later on, I’m
going to try to give Lindsey a little boost.
And I appreciate Hank Brown for being here
as well; thank you for coming.

And I want to thank members of the state-
house who have come. You’ve got a fine lieu-
tenant governor and attorney general. Thank
you both for coming, and of course, your
speaker, homegrown boy, David Wilkins. I’m
honored that you all have been here today.

I drove in and went by the BMW plant
for about the hundredth time, and it was
good that I was traveling by it with Carroll
Campbell, who made sure that the BMW
plant came here the first time around. Gov-
ernor, it’s good to see you. Thank you for
coming.

I want to thank the high sheriff of Green-
ville County, Sam Simmons—I don’t know
if you call him the high sheriff around here
or not, but play like you do, if you don’t.
[Laughter] But I want to thank the sheriff.
I want to thank Willie Johnson, the chief.
I want to thank Tom McDowell, chief of the
fire department; John Zaragoza as well. And
again, I want to thank you all for coming.

The interesting thing about September the
11th is that even though the attacks were on
two major cities, it reminded us—and in the
aftermath reminded us that we’re all vulner-
able as well. I mean, after all, you might re-

member that some of the initial discussions
after September the 11th, about potential
threat, was about crop dusters. Now, they
don’t have a lot of crop dusters, you know,
in Manhattan. They’ve got a lot of crop dust-
ers in South Carolina or Texas. In other
words, some of the intelligence we were get-
ting was that not only were the enemy willing
to use airplanes, obviously, as weapons, but
what we were concerned about was that they
would use other methods, like using a crop
duster to spray a weapon of mass destruction,
if possible. It’s an indication that we had to
be on alert to defend all sites and all locations
in our country.

We knew they were evil, and we’re begin-
ning to learn how really evil their intentions
were, after September the 11th. And that’s
why Tom and I and many of you all and oth-
ers around the country have got plans in
place to defend power-generating plants,
dams and reservoirs, livestock and crops, all
kinds of areas. I mean, the truth of the matter
is, homeland security in the heartland is just
as important as homeland security in the big
cities.

And that’s what we’re here to talk about
today, to make sure that America is safe. See,
that’s my most important job. My most im-
portant job is to work with Federal, State,
and local officials to prevent the enemy from
hitting us again and taking innocent life. I
think about it every day. And even though
they’re still under threat—and we are under
threat—we’re getting better prepared every
day.

I sent a budget up to Congress that reflects
my priority. The first-responders of America,
all across America, must have the resources
necessary to respond to emergencies and
save lives. In the budget we sent up, there
is a 1,000 percent increase for first-respond-
ers—requests $3.5 billion to make your jobs
easier. I’ve requested $327 million right
away, right off the bat, to provide critical
training and equipment to first-responders;
327 will come this year, hopefully; 3.5 is for
next budget cycle.

In places like Pickens, South Carolina, and
Union and Greer—and by the way, I’ve been
to all three and enjoyed every minute of it.
One of the bedrock principles of smalltown
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life is, you help a neighbor in need. A volun-
teer firefighter in Fort Mills, South Carolina,
put it this way: ‘‘We may not be a big depart-
ment like New York City, but we have the
same goal, to help our neighbors in time of
trouble.’’ That’s how you all feel too. That’s
how the Crawford, Texas, volunteer fire de-
partment feels as well. I’m a proud booster.

And one of the things we’ve got to do is
to understand that we’ve got to strengthen
security in smalltown America as well by
helping smaller communities and smaller
counties develop what we call mutual aid
agreements. And in the budget that I’ve sub-
mitted to Congress, there’s $140 million to
do just that. If one town has got them a good
hospital facility, another may be able to lend
fire trucks; a third may be a home to haz-
ardous material experts. But we’ve got to de-
velop these mutual pacts so that we can co-
ordinate efforts, pool resources—all aimed at
helping a neighbor in need, if we need to.

So one of the things we’re doing is focusing
on the big cities, medium-sized cities like
Greenville. But we understand we’ve got to
have a strategy for rural South Carolina and
rural America as well. And I’m here to assure
the good folks of South Carolina that the
strategies that we’re putting out, the strate-
gies that we’re going to outline and work with
the States and local authorities on, will also
include rural South Carolina, to make sure
that assets are pooled, personnel is coordi-
nated—all aimed at buttoning up the home-
land of the United States and preparing our
country.

But I want you to know that the best
homeland security, the best way to secure
the homeland and protect innocent life, is
to find the enemy wherever they hide and
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly what
we’re going to do. We will hunt them down
one by one.

And after September the 11th, we started.
And I said as plainly as I could speak, mus-
tering up as much Midland, Texas, as I could
find—I said, either you are with us, or you’re
against us. And I made it clear that if anybody
harbored a terrorist or they fed a terrorist
or they hid a terrorist, they’re just as guilty
as the murderers who took innocent life on
September the 11th. And thanks to a mighty

United States military, the Taliban found out
exactly what I meant.

I’m proud of our military. And for those
of you who have got a relative in the military,
I want you to thank them on behalf of a
grateful nation. But we’ve got to do more
than thank them. We’ve got to make sure
that they’ve got the best training, the best
equipment, the best pay possible. And that’s
why the budget I submitted to the United
States Congress not only includes a signifi-
cant increase for first-responders and home-
land security issues, but it is the largest in-
crease in military spending in two decades.
Because I understand that the price of free-
dom is high, but as far as I’m concerned,
it is never too high when it comes to the
defense of freedom.

And that’s what we’re defending. We don’t
seek revenge; we seek justice. But it’s more
than just justice. This Nation will defend
freedom. We defend the freedom to worship;
we defend the freedom to speak; we defend
the freedom for all Americans, regardless of
their background, to enjoy a country that
says, if you work hard, you can realize your
dreams. That’s what we defend.

And this enemy of ours hates what we
stand for. They can’t stand us. They’re ruth-
less murderers. And they must not have un-
derstood America when they attacked us.
They thought we were weak. They thought
we were so self-absorbed in our materialism
that all we would probably do is just sue
them. [Laughter] Man, were they wrong.

We’ve thrown the Taliban out. And this
past weekend, for the first time, many young
women went to school. We went into Afghan-
istan not as conquerors but as liberators, as
people who are willing to sacrifice to defend
our freedoms.

The first phase of the war is over—holding
people accountable for harboring a ter-
rorist—that message is now loud and clear.
I think other governments have heard that
message. And the next message is this: We’re
going to keep you on the run. If you’re a
killer, we’re going to treat you for what you
are, an international criminal with no place
to hide, no place to sleep.
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Oh, I know some of them think there’s
a cave deep enough. We’re patient; we’re de-
termined; we’re united. As proud and patri-
otic Americans, I can assure you that distance
between September the 11th is not going to
cause me to weaken in my determination to
defend our country and to fight for freedom.

I also want to explain right quickly what
I meant when I was talking about the axis
of evil. Let me put it to you this way: We
cannot allow nations that have got a history
of totalitarianism and dictatorship—a nation,
for example, like Iraq, that poisoned her own
people—to develop a weapon of mass de-
struction and mate up with terrorist organiza-
tions who hate freedom-loving countries. We
can’t afford to do that, for the sake of our
children and our children’s children. History
has called this Nation into action, and we’re
not going to let the world’s worst leaders de-
velop and maintain and deploy and aim, at
us or our friends, the world’s worst weapons.

My fellow Americans, we’ve got a lot at
stake. We’ve got a lot at stake at home and
a lot at stake around the world. We’ve been
called, and I’m here to assure you this great
country is prepared and willing and will an-
swer the call to freedom.

And I believe there’s another calling at
home as well. I believe that we have an op-
portunity to fight evil at home in a different
kind of way than people would have imag-
ined. I’m asked all the time by people, ‘‘What
can I do in a war against terror?’’ You all
are answering that call. But there’s some-
thing else I’d like for you and others in South
Carolina and around America to do. You see,
in order to fight evil, we can stand strongly
in the face of evil with acts of kindness and
compassion. We can better love our neighbor
like we’d like to be loved ourself.

You see, the great strength of America is
not necessarily our military might, and it’s
certainly not our Government, even though
the system is great and the military is strong.
The great strength of America are the hearts
and soul—the great strength is the heart and
soul of our country; that’s the strength. The
strength of the country comes when some-
body walks across the street to a neighbor
in need and says, ‘‘What can I do to help
you’’; when somebody walks in to a shut-in
and says, ‘‘I care about you’’; or somebody

mentors a child, teaching that child how to
read; or a church or a synagogue or a mosque
comes up with a program based upon faith
of the Almighty to help a person whip alcohol
or drugs. That’s the great strength of Amer-
ica.

And I believe out of this evil will come
incredible goodness. I know this country can
stand squarely in the face of evil by loving
a neighbor just like you’d like to be loved
yourself. And today we’ve got a high school
student, Gus Samuel. Please stand up, Gus.
Gus is here because he is a living example
of what I’m talking about. This guy goes to
high school, and yet he is active in the Salva-
tion Army, and he finds time to work with
youngsters in the Girls and Boys Club.

Our society can be changed one heart, one
soul, one conscience at a time. And it’s the
gathering momentum of millions of acts of
kindness, because of guys like Gus, that we
will show the world the true heart of Amer-
ica, and we will stand squarely in the face
of the evil ones who did not understand who
they were attacking.

Out of the evil will come a more lasting
peace, if we’re tough and firm. And out of
the evil will come a new renewal of heart
in the greatest land on the face of the Earth.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in the
Wyche Pavilion at the Peace Center for the Per-
forming Arts. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Knox H. White, Police Department Chief Willie
L. Johnson, and Emergency Medical Services Di-
rector John Zaragoza of Greenville; Lt. Gov. Bob
Peeler, Attorney General Charlie Condon, and
former Gov. Carroll A. Campbell, Jr., of South
Carolina; and David H. Wilkins, speaker, South
Carolina House of Representatives.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Senatorial Candidate Lindsey
Graham in Greenville

March 27, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you all.
It is nice to be back in South Carolina. Please
be seated. Thank you.
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