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cloned embryos were available, implantation
would take place. Even the tightest regula-
tions and strict policing would not prevent
or detect the birth of cloned babies.

Third, the benefits of research cloning are
highly speculative. Advocates of research
cloning argue that stem cells obtained from
cloned embryos would be injected into a ge-
netically identical individual without risk of
tissue rejection. But there is evidence, based
on animal studies, that cells derived from
cloned embryos may indeed be rejected.

Yet, even if research cloning were medi-
cally effective, every person who wanted to
benefit would need an embryonic clone of
his or her own to provide the designer tis-
sues. This would create a massive national
market for eggs and egg donors and exploi-
tation of women’s bodies that we cannot and
must not allow.

I stand firm in my opposition to human
cloning. And at the same time, we will pursue
other promising and ethical ways to relieve
suffering, through biotechnology. This year
for the first time, Federal dollars will go to-
wards supporting human embryonic stem
cell research consistent with the ethical
guidelines I announced last August.

The National Institutes of Health is also
funding a broad range of animal and human
adult stem cell research. Adult stem cells,
which do not require the destruction of
human embryos and which yield tissues that
can be transplanted without rejection, are
more versatile than originally thought. We’re
making progress. We’re learning more about
them. And therapies developed from adult
stem cells are already helping suffering peo-
ple.

I support increasing the research budget
of the NIH, and I ask Congress to join me
in that support. And at the same time, I
strongly support a comprehensive law against
all human cloning. And I endorse the bill—
wholeheartedly endorse the bill—sponsored
by Senator Brownback and Senator Mary
Landrieu.

This carefully drafted bill would ban all
human cloning in the United States, includ-
ing the cloning of embryos for research. It
is nearly identical to the bipartisan legislation
that last year passed the House of Represent-
atives by more than a 100-vote margin. It

has wide support across the political spec-
trum. Liberals and conservatives support it.
Religious people and nonreligious people
support it. Those who are pro-choice and
those who are pro-life support the bill. This
is a diverse coalition, united by a commit-
ment to prevent the cloning and exploitation
of human beings. It would be a mistake for
the United States Senate to allow any kind
of human cloning to come out of that Cham-
ber.

I’m an incurable optimist about the future
of our country. I know we can achieve great
things. We can make the world more peace-
ful. We can become a more compassionate
nation. We can push the limits of medical
science. I truly believe that we’re going to
bring hope and healing to countless lives
across the country. And as we do, I will insist
that we always maintain the highest of ethical
standards.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:18 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to H.R. 2505, the proposed ‘‘Human
Cloning Prohibition Act of 2001.’’

Proclamation 7539—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2002

April 10, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Illegal drugs are the enemy of ambition
and hope, destroying individual lives and un-
dermining the health of our communities. In
addition to the tragic consequences of drug
use for Americans and their families, the
drug trade supports terrorist networks that
threaten our country and our allies around
the world. When we fight the war on drugs,
we also fight the war on terror.

The Drug Abuse Resistance Education
(D.A.R.E) curriculum plays an important
role in helping our young people understand
the many reasons to avoid drugs. D.A.R.E.
is a series of lessons, taught by specially-
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trained police officers, that encourages stu-
dents to live healthy, drug-free lives. Accord-
ing to the University of Akron Institute for
Health and Social Policy, the program oper-
ates in 80 percent of our school districts,
reaching 26 million young people in America
each year. In addition to promoting the right
decisions about drugs, D.A.R.E. helps build
relationships among parents, teachers, law
enforcement officers, and others interested
in preventing drug use in their communities.

My Administration is committed to keep-
ing the fight against drugs among our Na-
tion’s top priorities. I have proposed new
goals for our country, including a 10 percent
reduction in teenage and adult drug use over
the next 2 years, and a 25 percent reduction
over 5 years. My National Drug Control
Strategy is a community-based approach, in-
corporating three core principles: (1) stop-
ping drug use before it starts; (2) healing
America’s drug users; and (3) disrupting the
market for drugs in our country. In addition,
my 2003 budget proposes $19.2 billion for
drug control. This includes $3.8 billion for
drug treatment and research, an increase of
more than 6 percent over 2002.

Drugs attack everything that is best about
our country, robbing Americans, young and
old, and their families of dignity and char-
acter. Today, we recognize D.A.R.E. as a
critical part in our effort to teach young peo-
ple how to avoid drug use and the devastating
effects that drugs can inflict upon their
health and on their future.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 11, 2002,
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I call upon youth,
parents, educators, and all Americans to ob-
serve this day by joining the fight against
drugs in your communities. I also encourage
our citizens to express appreciation for the
law enforcement officers, volunteers, and
others who work to help young people avoid
the dangers of drug use.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:47 a.m., April 11, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 12.

Remarks on the Proposed ‘‘Charity
Aid, Recovery, and Empowerment
Act of 2002’’
April 11, 2002

Elaine, thank you very much. I appreciate
the job you’re doing. And thanks for that kind
introduction. I want to welcome you all here
to the White House, the people’s house.

It’s an honor to welcome those who have
heeded a great call, to love your neighbor
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. It’s
a universal call, and it’s a call that has been
applicable throughout history. It’s really
needed right now. And so I want to thank
you for coming to help discuss a very impor-
tant issue, an important piece of legislation,
a part of making sure the future of our coun-
try is hopeful for everybody who lives here.

Part of the reason you’re here is so we
can unleash your talents and energy on the
Hill. [Laughter] And I appreciate your will-
ingness to be practical in Washington, be-
cause there is a piece of legislation that I
hope you work on. It’s an urgent time for
you to act, and I think it’s going to help
America. This really isn’t about any political
party, I want to assure you. It’s a way to make
sure America is as hopeful as we possibly can
be.

I want to thank all those who are here on
stage with me, besides the Secretary of
Labor. Thank you for coming. I appreciate
you being soldiers in the armies of compas-
sion.

I want to thank Senator Santorum, who
is the author of the legislation I’m going to
talk about, and Senator Brownback from the
State of Kansas for coming. As the author
of the bill, I thought you might have gotten
a better seat. [Laughter] Sam got your seat
because he was on time. [Laughter] I’m still
for your bill. [Laughter]
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