
749Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / May 6

I do want to thank our announcers, Ron
Eisen and Alvaro Martin, for being here with
us. Thank you guys very much for coming.

This guy doesn’t play baseball, but he is
a Washington Redskins star, ‘‘Big Daddy’’
Wilkinson. Thank you for coming. Welcome.

And now, before we begin, I’d like for the
players to join me in reciting the Little
League pledge. Are you ready?

‘‘I trust in God. I love my country and will
respect its laws. I will play fair and strive to
win. But win or lose, I will always do my
best.’’

Are you ready?
And now, it is my honor to put the first

ball on the tee to kick off tee-ball at the
White House.

[The President placed the ball on the tee.]

Play ball!

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainer Shalim; ESPN an-
nouncers Rich Eisen and Alvaro Martin; and Dan
‘‘Big Daddy’’ Wilkinson, defensive tackle, Wash-
ington Redskins.

Proclamation 7555—Small Business
Week, 2002
May 3, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The strength of our economy is built on

the creativity and entrepreneurship of our
people. Those who own and operate our Na-
tion’s 25 million small businesses make a vital
contribution to our prosperity through their
ongoing work to create new technologies,
products, and services. These hardworking
men and women and their employees define
the American spirit through their innovation,
dedication, and determination.

The tragedy of September 11, 2001, great-
ly affected our Nation and our economy; but
our economy is recovering and remains fun-
damentally sound. In the aftermath of the
terrorist attacks, the business community
rose to this challenge by volunteering their
time and services to help with the relief and

rebuilding efforts in New York City and
Washington, D.C. This compassionate spirit
demonstrated America’s true character.

To help businesses recover from Sep-
tember 11, my Administration has made
more than $520 million in disaster loans
available to business owners nationwide. I
also remain committed to a domestic policy
that stimulates economic growth, boosts con-
sumer purchasing power, and creates a level
playing field. Our efforts to lower taxes, enact
reasonable regulations, and reduce tariffs and
other barriers to free trade will increase the
competitive position of our small businesses.
To further encourage economic growth, I re-
cently signed into law the Job Creation and
Worker Assistance Act of 2002. The Act
helps to create more jobs across our country
by providing tax incentives for companies to
expand and create jobs by investing in facili-
ties and equipment. This action will lead to
more opportunities in manufacturing, high-
tech sectors, and our small businesses. I am
also committed to achieve a permanent re-
peal of the death tax and the permanent ex-
tension of tax relief to help ensure the
strength and survival of small businesses.

America’s small business owners represent
more than 99 percent of all employers and
their businesses employ more than half of
the private work force. These entrepreneurs
who create more than 66 percent of the new
jobs nationwide and generate more than 50
percent of the Nation’s gross domestic prod-
uct growth are critical to our country’s pros-
perity and the well-being of our commu-
nities. We salute these employers by cele-
brating Small Business Week and recog-
nizing their contributions to all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 5 through
May 11, 2002, as Small Business Week. I call
on all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams that celebrate the achievements of
small business owners and encourage and
foster the development of new enterprises.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
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Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 8, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 6, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 9.

Exchange With Reporters in
Southfield, Michigan
May 6, 2002

Upcoming Meeting With Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel

Q. [Inaudible]—that he absolutely has to
talk to Yasser Arafat in order to get to peace
negotiations?

The President. You know, I’m going to
have a private conversation with Ariel Sharon
and would rather that my conversation—
what I’m going to tell him and discuss with
him be done, and he be the first to know
about it——

Q. Has he talked with you about the docu-
ments he has?

The President. I talk to him all the time.
But if you’re asking about Chairman Arafat,
I have been asked—if I have been asked
once, I’ve been asked 20 times about him.
He has disappointed me. He must lead. He
must show the world that he believes in
peace. And we have laid out conditions for
all parties in order to achieve peace. All par-
ties—Arab nations, Israel, Chairman Arafat,
and the Palestinian party—must assume their
responsibilities and lead.

This is a series of discussions we’re having
with—not only with Prime Minister Sharon;
as you know, King Abdullah is coming as
well. It follows up on meetings I’ve had with
the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia as well as
the King of Morocco. I will continue to have
further meetings as we begin to bring—coa-
lesce the world around a vision for peace.

Q. But are the Israelis making it any more
difficult by seeming to say that Arafat is not
someone they can deal with at all?

The President. Oh, I think they express
disappointment in his ability to lead. I mean,
after all, right before we had our security

agreement done, a shipload of ammunition
shows up and could probably be aimed at
the Israeli citizens. So there’s a high level
of disappointment.

But I haven’t had a chance to talk with
Prime Minister Sharon in recent days. I look
forward to hearing what he has to say. Part
of the goal of the United States is to lay out
a vision for peace, which I have done, and
then encourage people to assume their re-
sponsibility necessary to achieve the peace.
And that’s why it’s so important, for example,
that the Arab world be very much involved
in a peace process, in discussions for—to-
ward peace. And we are—I think we’re mak-
ing some progress, and I appreciate that.

Burma’s Release of Aung San Suu Kyi

Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to
Myanmar’s release of Aung San Suu Kyi?

The President. Oh, I thought that was
very positive, a good development.

Education

Q. Mr. President, this week you’re talking
about domestic issues. Are you afraid that
people are losing their attention to those dur-
ing the war?

The President. No, Mike [Mike Allen,
Washington Post], I think that people around
America know how important public edu-
cation is, particularly moms and dads and
principals and teachers. Public education is
on the minds of our citizens every day, be-
cause our citizens see public schools in their
neighborhoods, and our citizens know how
important public education is for the future.

So I will spend as much time as necessary
to herald success in our public schools and
to remind people of the implementation plan
that the Secretary of Education is selling,
promoting around the country. We’ve got to
get public schools right. We’ve got to make
sure every child is educated. A lot of schools
are making really good progress; some aren’t.
Those schools that aren’t making good
progress need to change.

Yes, Martha [Martha Brant, Newsweek],
last question.
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