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to not only give of their time but of their
money as well.

When it comes to providing Federal re-
sources to effective programs, this law will
make a difference, because, you see, it wel-
comes private and faith-based programs. It
says that the days of discriminating—when
it comes to the use of Federal money, the
days of discriminating against religious insti-
tutions simply because they are religious
must come to an end.

I understand you’ll be hearing from or
have heard from Senator Joe Lieberman,
Rick Santorum, and I know you just heard
from J.C. Watts. I mention these gentlemen
because first, they’re fine leaders. They come
from different faiths, different political par-
ties, but are united by the common desire
to pass important legislation that unleashes
the strength of the country, which is the com-
passion of our fellow citizens. I appreciate
their hard work. I appreciate their willing-
ness to focus on the common good. I look
forward to signing a bill as soon as we can
get it out of the United States Senate.

You know, I often tell people that if you
want to respond to what has happened to
our country, you can do so with prayer, but
as importantly, you can do so by loving your
neighbor like you’d like to be loved yourself.
If you want to fight evil, do some good. I
also—one person cannot do everything in our
society, of course. But one person can do
something. And by that, I mean that we can
change our country one person at a time—
one person at a time. And that’s what we’ve
got to do, and that’s what we have to think
about.

And there’s nothing more powerful in
helping change the country than the faith—
faith in Dios. I want to tell you, the greatest
gift that people can give to a President or
people in positions of responsibility—any-
body else, for that matter—is prayer.

I work the ropelines a lot, and people say,
‘‘Mr. President, I pray for you and your fam-
ily.’’ I turn to them, I look them in the eye,
and say, ‘‘That’s the greatest gift you can
give—the greatest gift you can give.’’ I mean
it with all sincerity.

And so I want to thank you for your prayer.
I want to thank you for what you do for our
Nation. I want to thank you for your good

works. I want to thank you for helping change
America one heart, one soul, one conscience
at a time.

I believe that it will be said, it will be said
of Americans such as yourself, ‘‘Bien, siervo
bueno y fiel.’’

It’s my honor to be with you this morning.
May God bless you and your ministries, and
may God continue to bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:07 a.m. in the
Presidential Ballroom at the Capital Hilton. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Luis Cortes of Phila-
delphia, founder and president of Nueva
Esperanza, Inc., a Hispanic faith-based commu-
nity development corporation. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.
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Thank you all very much. Ever since the
American Revolution, our Congress has
given gold medals to heroes of our Republic.
Today I’m honored to join the Members of
the Congress from both parties in paying
tribute to Nancy and Ronald Reagan as they
receive this high award, the Congressional
Gold Medal, in recognition of their contribu-
tions to America and to the cause of freedom.

Mrs. Reagan, it’s great to see you again.
It’s always a pleasure to be with you.

I want to thank our Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, for joining us today; Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you for coming. I appreciate
the justices from our courts being here. I par-
ticularly want to thank the Members of Con-
gress, Mr. Speaker and Senator Byrd and all
the Members of the Congress who are here.

I want to welcome all the friends of Presi-
dent and Mrs. Reagan. All of you all who
work in the Reagan administration, welcome
back to your old stomping grounds.

Ronald Reagan is one of the largest figures
of our time. His name will always stand for
courage and consistency, for patriotism and
resolve, and for humor and optimism. He’s
a man of great talent and great character.
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Yet, his entire career is a tribute to the power
of great ideas.

President Reagan believed deeply in
American character and destiny. He believed
deeply in the power of freedom to improve
the lives of average men and women. These
ideas changed America, and they changed
the world, not only because he eloquently
explained them, because they are right and
they are true. Ronald Reagan believed that
prosperity is another—another name for eco-
nomic freedom, and his policies of freedom
laid the foundations for a prosperous and for
a generous society.

Ronald Reagan believed that history is on
the side of human liberty, that all tyranny
must be temporary, because liberty is the
universal hope of all mankind. He believed
that the aspirations of our country require
the might of our military. And he knew that
the cause of freedom is served by moral clar-
ity, a willingness to call oppression and evil
by their proper names.

Above all, Ronald Reagan believed in the
strong character of the American people,
even when some on both the left and right
were quite skeptical of that character. He
would recognize the country we have seen
since September the 11th. He would look at
the spirit and sacrifice of the firefighters and
police officers, the men and women of our
military, average Americans, and he’d be
proud. He wouldn’t be surprised. He knew
the courage and decency and generosity at
the heart of this country because he shared
it and he embodied it.

At every step of an amazing life, Nancy
Reagan has been at Ronald Reagan’s side—
right by his side. As his optimism inspired
us, her love and devotion strengthened him.
As first lady of California, Mrs. Reagan spoke
out on behalf of POWs and American serv-
icemen missing in action. As our First Lady
of the United States, Nancy Reagan led an
antidrug campaign that helped significantly
reduce teen drug use. Now she has joined
the fight against the terrible curse of Alz-
heimer’s.

Ronald and Nancy Reagan were married
in 1952, and their love for one another has
only grown greater with the passage of time.
They set out to make a life together, and
this amazing partnership helped change the

world. Now on a difficult journey, we admire
Nancy Reagan’s eloquent example of loyalty
and love.

May God bless you and your husband,
Mrs. Reagan. And may God bless this coun-
try he loves so much.

And now I’m honored to present the Gold
Medal, along with the Speaker and Senator
Byrd, President pro tempore.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Rotunda at the Capitol. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former First Lady Nancy Reagan.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Welfare
Reform Legislation
May 16, 2002

Today the House passed welfare reform
legislation that will help millions of Ameri-
cans realize a life of hope, dignity, and inde-
pendence. This compassionate approach
builds upon our past successes by moving
more Americans from welfare to work, en-
couraging strong families and healthy mar-
riages, and freeing States to innovate as they
help people find the independence of a job.

I commend the House for moving quickly
and now urge the Senate to act on behalf
of those who seek a better life.

Statement on Completion of the
NATO Mission in the United States
May 16, 2002

I thank NATO for the steadfast support
and cooperation after the attacks on Sep-
tember 11. Today marks the end of NATO
aircraft and crews patrolling American skies
as part of Operation Noble Eagle. These air-
crews began their deployment soon after the
terrorist attacks of September 11th. This de-
ployment, coupled with the declaration that
the attacks on the United States were attacks
on all NATO members, affirmed NATO’s
commitment to collective defense.

For 220 days, NATO aircrews from 12 na-
tions, based at Tinker AFB in Oklahoma,
flew missions over the United States. On be-
half of the American people, I thank them
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