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be champs off, and do your country a great
service.

It’s my honor to welcome you all here. I
love championship day at the White House.
I love to be around success. I hope you cher-
ish these memories in winning these great
championships for a long time coming and
use them as an opportunity to work to make
your Nation the best it can possibly be.

May God bless your talents, and may God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. on the South
Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mark Yudof, president, and Don Lucia,
head men’s ice hockey coach, University of Min-
nesota; Kathryn Martin, chancellor, and Shannon
Miller, head women’s ice hockey coach, University
of Minnesota-Duluth; Geno Auriemma, head
women’s basketball coach, University of Con-
necticut; and Dan Mote, president, and Gary Wil-
liams, head men’s basketball coach, University of
Maryland. The President honored the University
of Connecticut’s women’s basketball team, the
University of Maryland’s men’s basketball team,
the University of Minnesota’s men’s ice hockey
team, and the University of Minnesota-Duluth’s
women’s ice hockey team.

Statement on the Peace Process in
Sudan
May 21, 2002

Senator Danforth has made considerable
progress in helping to bring both sides in Su-
dan’s peace process closer to the negotiating
table. I am grateful for Senator Danforth’s
efforts, and I have asked him to continue to
serve as my envoy. The road ahead will be
difficult. Lives continue to be lost, and condi-
tions for the people of Sudan are hard.

Achieving peace will require verifiable ac-
tion by both sides. We must see deeds, not
just words. The Government of Sudan cannot
make empty promises while continuing to
wage war against its own people. It must stop
interfering with food deliveries. It must stop
attacking civilians. It must honor fully its
commitments to Senator Danforth. It must
accept that it cannot win the war. It must
seek peace.

The United States is committed to helping
the aggrieved people of the Sudan. We will
continue to urge the parties toward peace

at the talks in Kenya. To achieve a lasting
and just peace, all parties at the talks must
make every effort to ensure the discussions
are a success.

Statement on the Establishment of
East Timor
May 21, 2002

The United States salutes the establish-
ment of East Timor, the first new nation of
the millennium. With those in Dili, we cele-
brate the successful conclusion of the long
struggle of the people of East Timor for an
independent nation. We are heartened that
the people of East Timor have embraced the
path of democracy that will lead their nation
to peace and prosperity. On behalf of the
American people, I congratulate Xanana
Gusmao, who was sworn in as East Timor’s
first President.

The United Nations has played a pivotal
role in bringing East Timor into the family
of nations. We praise the contributions and
efforts of the international community which
helped make the United Nations Transitional
Administration in East Timor a success.

Proclamation 7565—National
Maritime Day, 2002
May 21, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our commercial maritime tradition dates

back to the founding of our Nation; and it
continues to play an important role today,
moving passengers and freight, protecting
our freedom, and linking our citizens to the
world.

Merchant mariners have served America
with distinction throughout our history, but
especially at critical moments. Before World
War II, they made dangerous and difficult
voyages carrying vital supplies to Europe.
During that war, more than 700 United
States merchant ships were lost to attack, and
more than 6,000 merchant mariners lost their
lives. Merchant mariners played a vital role
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in the Korean Conflict, especially in the res-
cue of 14,000 Korean civilians by the SS
MEREDITH VICTORY. During the Viet-
nam War, ships crewed by civilian seamen
carried 95 percent of the supplies used by
our Armed Forces. Many of these ships
sailed into combat zones under fire. In fact,
the SS MAYAGUEZ incident involved the
capture of mariners from the American mer-
chant ship SS MAYAGUEZ.

More recently, during the Persian Gulf
War merchant mariners were vital to the
largest sealift operation since D-Day. And
after the tragic attacks of September 11th,
professional merchant mariners and mid-
shipmen from the United States Merchant
Marine Academy transported personnel and
equipment and moved food and supplies to
lower Manhattan. Their efforts enhanced
rescue operations and helped save many
lives.

Today, the men and women of the United
States Merchant Marine and thousands of
other workers in our Nation’s maritime in-
dustry continue to make immeasurable con-
tributions to our economic strength and our
ongoing efforts to build a more peaceful
world. We must ensure our maritime system
can meet the challenges of the 21st century.
As cargo volume is expected to double within
the next 20 years, a viable maritime network
will help our country compete in our global
economy.

Accordingly, my Administration is working
with government agencies, the shipping in-
dustry, labor, and environmental groups to
ensure that our waterways remain a sound
transportation option that complements our
overland transportation network.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933,
as amended, has designated May 22 of each
year as ‘‘National Maritime Day’’ and has au-
thorized and requested that the President
issue an annual proclamation calling for its
appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 2002, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I call upon the people
of the United States to celebrate this observ-
ance and to display the flag of the United

States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing
under the American flag dress ship on that
day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 24.

Proclamation 7566—National
Missing Children’s Day, 2002
May 21, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On May 25, 1979, 6-year old Etan Patz

disappeared on his way to school in New
York City. The ensuing search focused na-
tional attention on the tragedy of missing
children, as well as the lack of resources and
information available to help locate and re-
cover missing children. Since that time, many
high-profile cases and the dedicated efforts
of parents, the law enforcement community,
and others concerned with children’s well-
being have generated even greater awareness
about the need to protect children from
criminals and other predators.

During this year, we mark the 20th anni-
versary of the passage of the Missing Chil-
dren Act, originally signed into law by Presi-
dent Reagan. Over the past two decades, the
Department of Justice, along with many im-
portant community and faith-based partners,
have made great progress in raising public
awareness, improving public safety, locating
and recovering missing children, and pro-
tecting children from exploitation on the
Internet.

Americans must continue to work together
to ensure the safety of our children. The De-
partment of Justice will commemorate Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day by presenting
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