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apply fully to Africa and Latin America and
the entire Islamic world. The peoples of the
Islamic nations want and deserve the same
freedoms and opportunities as people in
every nation. And their governments should
listen to their hopes.

A truly strong nation will permit legal ave-
nues of dissent for all groups that pursue
their aspirations without violence. An ad-
vancing nation will pursue economic reform,
to unleash the great entrepreneurial energy
of its people. A thriving nation will respect
the rights of women, because no society can
prosper while denying opportunity to half its
citizens. Mothers and fathers and children
across the Islamic world and all the world
share the same fears and aspirations: In pov-
erty, they struggle; in tyranny, they suffer;
and as we saw in Afghanistan, in liberation,
they celebrate.

America has a greater objective than con-
trolling threats and containing resentment.
We will work for a just and peaceful world
beyond the war on terror.

The bicentennial class of West Point now
enters this drama. With all in the United
States Army, you will stand between your fel-
low citizens and grave danger. You will help
establish a peace that allows millions around
the world to live in liberty and to grow in
prosperity. You will face times of calm and
times of crisis, and every test will find you
prepared, because you’re the men and
women of West Point. You leave here
marked by the character of this Academy,
carrying with you the highest ideals of our
Nation.

Toward the end of his life, Dwight Eisen-
hower recalled the first day he stood on the
plain at West Point. ‘‘The feeling came over
me,’’ he said, ‘‘that the expression ‘the United
States of America’ would now and henceforth
mean something different than it had ever
before. From here on, it would be the Nation
I would be serving, not myself.’’

Today, your last day at West Point, you
begin a life of service in a career unlike any
other. You’ve answered a calling to hardship
and purpose, to risk and honor. At the end
of every day, you will know that you have
faithfully done your duty. May you always
bring to that duty the high standards of this
great American institution. May you always

be worthy of the long gray line that stretches
two centuries behind you. On behalf of the
Nation, I congratulate each one of you for
the commission you’ve earned, for the credit
you bring to the United States of America.

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:13 a.m. in Michie
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen.
William J. Lennox, Jr., USA, Superintendent,
West Point Military Academy; Secretary of the
Army Thomas E. White; and Gov. George E.
Pataki of New York.

The President’s Radio Address
June 1, 2002

Good morning. It’s graduation time on
many college campuses. Members of my ad-
ministration are traveling around the country
to challenge the class of 2002 to make serving
their neighbor and their Nation a central part
of their lives. Earlier today I spoke to the
graduating cadets of West Point, who will
provide the ultimate service to our Nation
as we fight and win the war on terror.

Americans have always believed in an ethic
of service. Americans serve others because
their conscience demands it, because their
faith teaches it, because they are grateful to
their country, and because service brings re-
wards much deeper than material success.
Government does not create this idealism,
but we can do a better job of supporting and
encouraging an ethic of service in America.

During my State of the Union Address last
January, I asked all Americans to give at least
2 years, or 4,000 hours over their lives, to
serving others. And I created the USA Free-
dom Corps to help Americans find volunteer
opportunities. Whatever your talent, what-
ever your background, each of you can do
something.

America needs retired doctors and nurses
who can be mobilized in emergencies, volun-
teers to help police and fire departments, and
transportation and utility workers trained to
spot danger. We have created a new Citizen
Corps to enable Americans to make their
own neighborhoods safer.

America needs citizens working to
strengthen our communities. We need more
talented teachers in our troubled schools and
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more mentors to love our children. Through
the USA Freedom Corps and the ‘‘Citizen
Service Act’’ introduced in Congress just over
a week ago, we will expand and improve the
good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps
to meet the needs of America’s communities.
I urge Congress to act quickly on this good
piece of legislation. The USA Freedom
Corps is also working with the nonprofits and
hospitals, houses of worship, and schools
around the country that offer millions of
Americans the chance to serve others.

And America needs citizens to extend the
compassion of our country to every part of
the world, so we are renewing the promise
of the Peace Corps, doubling its volunteers
over the next 5 years, and asking it to expand
its efforts to foster education and develop-
ment in the Islamic world. We will fight re-
sentment and hatred with hope and progress.

Americans from every walk of life are
heeding the call to service. Since my State
of the Union Address, more than 45,000
Americans have asked for Peace Corps appli-
cations. More than 34,000 citizens have
signed up for the new Citizen Corps initia-
tive. Applications for AmeriCorps and Senior
Corps are also up.

And service knows no age requirement.
You’re never too old—or too young—to help
out. One remarkable act of service came
from 13-year-old Ashley Shamberger of
Aloha, Oregon. A few months ago, Ashley
wrote me a letter about the patriotic
keychains she and her mom made and sold
to raise money for the children of Afghani-
stan. She included a check for $270.88, ‘‘to
save more kids,’’ as she put it. She did all
this while hospitalized with cancer. Trag-
ically, Ashley died on the very day her letter
reached the White House.

This is the character of our country. This
is the soul of our people. This is the Nation
we love and can honor through acts of serv-
ice. If you’d like to find opportunities to serve
your community, our country, or the world,
as so many Americans already have, just con-
tact usafreedomcorps.gov or call 1–877–
USA–CORPS.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:35 a.m.
on May 31 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 1. The

transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 31 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks to the Community in
Little Rock, Arkansas
June 3, 2002

Thank you all. It’s nice to be back in Ar-
kansas. Thank you for that great hospitality.
You know, when I was Governor, you used
to let me come across the river sometimes—
[laughter]—that is, Governor of Texas—and
it’s good to be back. I’m so honored to be
in this fine State with so many citizens. I’m
here to give you kind of a sense about how
things are going, at least from my perspec-
tive.

Before I do, I want to thank Senator
Hutchinson for his hard work on behalf of
the people of Arkansas, and I want to thank
him for his friendship. I appreciate so very
much Senator Blanche Lincoln being here
as well. Thank you for coming, Senator Lin-
coln; I’m honored to have you here. Con-
gressman Boozman from up north is here.
Thank you for being here, John. I’m glad
you’re here. I hope they’re here to get some
of this update and not because they want a
free ride back to Washington. [Laughter] By
the way, it’s a nice way to travel, I want you
to know.

I’ve known your Governor for a long time.
I’m proud to call him friend. I’m really—
I know you’re grateful for the job he’s doing
as the Governor of this important State, and
I want to thank him.

Mike’s invited me to his church today; I’m
going out there to talk about the need to be
compassionate for people who hurt. And I
can’t wait to go. Mike, I want to thank you
for the invitation for—to give me a chance
to herald the great faith that exists through-
out our country and the importance of faith
in the lives of our citizens and the importance
of faith to make sure our Nation is as strong
and as decent and as hopeful in every neigh-
borhood as is conceivably possible.

And I appreciate Tommy Thompson trav-
eling with us today. Tommy is the Secretary
of Health and Human Services. He is a friend
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