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methodology—methodologies of our coun-
try, of how—it’s important for us to not re-
veal how we collect information. That’s what
the enemy wants, and we’re fighting an
enemy.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:45 a.m. in the
Operations Center at the National Security Agen-
cy.

Remarks to Welfare-to-Work
Graduates
June 4, 2002

The President. Thank you all for coming.
Welcome. Please be seated. Well, thank you
all for that warm welcome, and welcome to
the people’s house.

All of you here today who have gone from
welfare to work really represent courage and
strength. And I want to thank you for your
examples of what is possible and for your sto-
ries of success. You’ve earned independence
and the respect of your families and your
communities, the respect of your President.
I congratulate you—I want to congratulate
you on using and utilizing your God-given
talents to their fullest. So, welcome.

I want to welcome Tommy Thompson,
who’s the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. Tommy, thank you for being here.
He’s a former Governor—nothing wrong
with former Governors. [Laughter] But
Tommy has been a leader in welfare reform,
which is really a leader in helping people.
He did a great job as the Governor of Wis-
consin. He’s doing a great job here in Wash-
ington. Thank you, Tommy.

Elaine Chao is here as well, who is the
Secretary of Labor. I want to thank you for
coming, Elaine, as well.

I want to thank Members of the Congress
who are here. Wally, thank you for coming—
Wally Herger from California, Buck McKeon
of California, Michael Bilirakis of Florida. I
appreciate your interest. I thank you for com-
ing.

I want to thank Rodney Carroll, who is
here. Rodney is the president and CEO of
the Welfare to Work Partnership. What that
means is, Rodney is really in charge of con-
vincing corporate America to do their duty,

and that is to help people who want to find
work. And Rodney’s done a great job.
There’s—millions of people have been
placed in employment because of the Wel-
fare to Work Partnership.

And one of the really terrific companies
that has responded to the call to be a respon-
sible corporate citizen in America is UPS.
And I want to thank the representatives of
UPS who are here; ‘‘Big Brown,’’ I think you
call yourself now. [Laughter]

On the stage with me is Al and Ann
Briscoe. They’re going to have something to
say if we can ever get the President to stop
talking. [Laughter] But I want to welcome
the Briscoes and all the welfare-to-work
graduates from the States of Pennsylvania
and Michigan and Connecticut and Florida.
We’re really glad you’re here.

I want to thank the Briscoes for their will-
ingness to share the inspiring story—stories,
by the way, which we heard yesterday in Ar-
kansas as well. These are stories that are
being repeated all across the country, com-
pelling human stories of people conquering
very tough odds to succeed, to go from pov-
erty to success and from welfare to work.

The people in this room who have over-
come the obstacles have obviously known
some really tough times, starting with the fact
that the hardest job in America is a single
mom. That’s the hardest work. People have
overcome incredible odds and obstacles and
hurdles. But thanks to courage and deter-
mination and hard work—in many cases,
prayer—you’ve turned your lives around, and
you’re strong, proud, successful women, and
we want to thank you for that—and strong,
proud, successful men, I might add.

The historic welfare reform passed by
Congress in 1996 helped many Americans
find dignity and self-respect. And that’s what
we’re here to talk about. We’re not only here
to talk about the lives that have been changed
but law and how to make the ’96 law work
better. And the ’96 law worked well because
of the—much of it had to do with the work
requirement in the law. It basically said,
you’ve got to work. In order to be inde-
pendent and free, you’ve got to work, and
we want to help you find work. That’s what
the law said.
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The statistics are strong about how suc-
cessful the ’96 law was. At the time, however,
it was quite controversial. I wasn’t here. I
was working with Tommy, trying to get the
law passed from the perspective of a Gov-
ernor. But there was one study, for exam-
ple—to show you how controversial the bill
was—that said, at least a million children
would be cast into poverty by the welfare
reform law—if it passed, if the ’96 bill passed,
that a million children would be thrown into
poverty.

Well, whoever did that study probably is
out of work—at least I hope so—[laughter]—
because the truth is, there are 5.4 million
fewer people in poverty today than in ’96,
and there are 2.8 million fewer children liv-
ing in poverty than in ’96. Anyway you look
at it, the bill has been really successful.

The real success, though, is not found in
the numbers. The real success has been
found in the number of lives that have been
changed. It’s one thing to talk about reducing
welfare rolls, and that’s fine. But the most
important thing is the number of lives that
have been saved and enriched. That’s the
most important part about the ’96 law and
its consequences.

Maria Medellin, de mi estado de Texas—
from the State of Texas is here, and she is
one type of story. She’s been working for
UPS, Big Brown, now for 3 years. When she
first came to UPS, she was a single mom on
welfare, raising two sons. She needed extra
income and benefits to support her family,
so she started working at UPS for $8.50 an
hour, and then she was promoted. And now
she is a recruiter; she’s a boss. She’s enrolled
in college, and she’s going to get her degree
in 3 years.

Maria says this about her journey and
about her struggles: ‘‘It was a challenge to
overcome the statistic of being a single mi-
nority female with two children on welfare.
UPS is the foundation that has allowed me
to be where I am today. Being able to raise
my children and provide for them is my
greatest source of pride. Just showing my
children that I’m strong enough and can suc-
ceed is more than enough for me.’’

Maria, congratulations.
And there are a lot of people with stories

like Maria’s. The great thing about the sub-

ject we’re talking about today is, there are
Marias all across America and right here in
this room.

And so the fundamental question is, How
can we continue this progress? What can we
do to continue to make America a better
place? As you know, we struggle hard to keep
America secure, and we’re going to. We will
win the war on terror and keep us free. But
as we fight for our security, we also must
work to make America a better place. And
where we find people who’ve lost hope, we
must work to provide hope. And where we
find pockets of despair, we must work—all
of us work—to eradicate pockets of despair.
And one way to continue to make sure Amer-
ica is a hopeful place, a better place, is to
work on a new reauthorization bill for welfare
that continues to make progress to help peo-
ple. That’s what we’ve got to do.

The bill in ’96 is up; it kind of run out
of its time. And so it’s now time for Congress
to come together and pass another measure.
And the debate’s going to be, What do we
do? How do we make it? What do we do?
The House has already answered the ques-
tion by passing a law that really makes sure
that work is still an integral part of welfare
reform. Work and family are integral parts
of welfare reform, I might add.

Here’s what I think ought to happen: I
think the Senate ought to pass a bill that has
the same principles embodied in the House
bill. And it says that rather than lowering
standards, we need to keep high standards
in America, particularly when it comes to
what we expect in terms of work.

We want 70 percent of the people on wel-
fare working by the next 5 years. That’s what
we want. We don’t want to reduce the num-
ber of people that should be working in
America, because we understand how impor-
tant work is to the future of every citizen.
We want to raise the standard and raise the
bar. And that means 40-hour workweeks.
That’s what work—that’s the definition of
work.

Now, I recognize there are a lot of people
that need help, and so within the 40-hour
workweeks there are credits for education
and vocational training, to help people help
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themselves. A work requirement isn’t punish-
ment. A work requirement is part of libera-
tion in our society. But in order to make sure
that people are able to work, we want to
make sure there is ample training and ample
education, to give people the chance they
want. And that’s what this bill—and that’s
what this vision for a better welfare reform
bill talks about.

And then, of course, there is the issue of
money, and that’s always a big debate here
in Washington, DC. [Laughter] It seems like
you can never spend enough. And so one of
the things I decided to do was to be wise
about how we spent—the amount of money
we spent in the welfare appropriations. I
thought it made sense to keep the level of
welfare spending the same as it has been,
which really doubles the amount of money
available for States to spend, because the
caseload has declined in half. So if you’ve
got the same amount of money and the case-
load has declined in half, you’ve got double
the money available for people you’re trying
to help.

And that ought to be ample money for the
States to help people with education, voca-
tional training, to help people help them-
selves. And so I’m confident the amount of
money we’ve got in the bill is more than ade-
quate to meet the needs and to help meet
our goals of work and money available to
help—to help the 2 million families who are
still on welfare rolls. And that’s the goal, is
to help as many as we possibly can achieve
independence and dignity and work.

I think it’s important for Members of Con-
gress to talk to the people who—and listen
to the people who’ve succeeded under the
current law, who have actually become inde-
pendent from Government, and what it
means to their lives. They ought to listen to
the Marias and the people who I’ve had the
honor of talking to, as they decide how best
to help people. They ought to listen to the
stories, and they ought to be hopeful and op-
timistic about what is possible in America.
People who are pessimistic about the future
lower standards. People who are optimistic
raise the standards, because we believe in the
best.

I’m honored to have the Briscoes here
with us today. They are exemplary of what

is possible in America. And I fully understand
that laws are important; no question about
it. And spending money is important; there’s
no question about that. But there’s nothing
more important than heart and courage and
desire.

And so it’s my honor to welcome here to
the podium Mr. Allen Briscoe, who is a man
who has overcome tough odds to be a great,
proud dad and successful American.

Welcome.

[At this point, Mr. and Mrs. Briscoe made
brief remarks.]

The President. So there you have it. I
want to—I want to thank you all for—I want
to thank you all for sharing—just a—not
quite yet.

Participant. Stay?
The President. Yes, you stay right there.

[Laughter]
Participant. Yes, sir. [Laughter]
The President. I want to thank you all

for sharing your story with us. And we could
have had some great stories here, long—we
could have taken a lot of time with some of
the great stories here. And I want to thank
you all for coming.

This is a fabulous country in which we live.
It is, and it’s because the people are fabulous.
For those who represent corporate America,
keep doing what you’re doing. You have a
responsibility to the country in which you
thrive. You’ve got a responsibility to help
people; you do. Those of us in Government
have a responsibility to pass good law that
will help people. And for those of you who
have overcome incredible obstacles, thanks
for the example you’ve set.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless America. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former welfare recipients Alfred
and Ann Briscoe. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 02:38 Jun 12, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P23JNT4.007 txed01 PsN: txed01



961Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 5

Proclamation 7570—National
Homeownership Month, 2002
June 4, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Homeownership is an important part of

the American Dream. As President, I am
committed to helping many more Americans
achieve that dream. A home provides shelter
and a safe place where families can prosper
and children can thrive. For many Ameri-
cans, their home is an important financial in-
vestment, and it can be a source of great per-
sonal pride and an important part of commu-
nity stability.

Homeownership encourages personal re-
sponsibility and the values necessary for
strong families. Where homeownership
flourishes, neighborhoods are more stable,
residents are more civic-minded, schools are
better, and crime rates decline. Thanks to
the resources available in our Nation, more
Americans own homes today than at any time
in our history. However, among African
American and Hispanic families, fewer than
half are homeowners. My Administration is
working to provide all families with the tools
and information they need to accumulate
wealth and overcome barriers to home-
ownership.

The Department of Housing and Urban
Development is partnering with State and
local governments, community groups, and
the private sector to make the most effective
use of Federal funds. Through a combination
of down payment assistance, tax incentives,
and education about the process and respon-
sibilities of homeownership, we are helping
thousands of Americans buy homes and pur-
sue a better quality of life.

During National Homeownership Month,
I encourage all Americans to learn more
about financial management and to explore
homeownership opportunities in their com-
munities. By taking this important step, indi-
viduals and families help safeguard their fi-
nancial futures and contribute to the strength
of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 2002 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to join me
in recognizing the importance of providing
all our citizens a chance to achieve the Amer-
ican Dream.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 6, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 7.

Proclamation 7571—National Child’s
Day, 2002
June 5, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children bring joy and challenge to the

lives they touch. And as our next generation
of leaders, they carry with them the hope
of our Nation. From the excitement of
watching a toddler take a first step to the
satisfaction of seeing them mature into adult-
hood, we are blessed to share our lives and
experiences with children. Their thoughts,
ideas, and unique perspectives renew our ap-
preciation for life.

National Child’s Day is a time to affirm
our commitment as parents, teachers, and
citizens to the health, well-being, and success
of our children. Our goal must be to make
sure that all children have the opportunity
to learn and succeed. To achieve this, we
must use the resources of our families, com-
munities, schools, and government to ensure
that no child is left behind.

My Administration is strongly committed
to helping boys and girls grow up in secure
families that help them reach their full po-
tential. Families forge values where children
can find fulfillment and love. And children
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