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Dam and Samantha Runnion. But in our sor-
row, we are reminded of the incredible abil-
ity of all Americans to support one another
in times of need and in times of crisis.
Danielle’s mother, Brenda, recently ex-
changed words of comfort with Samantha’s
mother, Erin, and here’s what she said: ‘‘We
had a conversation, mother to mother, about
our daughters, our pain, and also our hope
that Danielle and Samantha are dancing to-
gether in heaven.’’

No family should ever have to endure the
terrible pain of losing a child. Our Nation
grieves with every family that has suffered
unbearable loss, and our Nation will fight the
threats against our children. We can take
hopeful and practical steps to improve our
children’s safety, and we will take those steps
together.

Thank you all very much. May God con-
tinue to protect America’s children. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on Signing the
Trade Act of 2002
August 6, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Welcome to the people’s
house as we celebrate a victory for the Amer-
ican economy. Last week, the United States
Congress passed trade promotion authority
and renewed and expanded the Andean
Trade Preference Act.

Trade is an important source of good jobs
for our workers and a source of higher
growth for our economy. Trade is an impor-
tant source of earnings for our farmers and
for our factories. It creates new opportunities
for our entrepreneurs. Trade expands
choices for America’s consumers and raises
living standards for our families. And now,
after 8 years, America is back in the business
of promoting open trade to build our pros-
perity and to spur economic growth.

I appreciate so very much Vice President
Cheney’s hard work on this issue. I appre-
ciate Colin Powell and Ann Veneman, who
ably serve in my Cabinet. I want to particu-
larly thank Don Evans, who’s not with us,

and Bob Zoellick, members of my Cabinet
who both worked tirelessly to get the vote
in the House and then in the Senate, and
I appreciate Elaine Chao as well. These Cab-
inet Secretaries worked hard for trade. They
understand the promise of trade, and I ap-
preciate their hard work on behalf of Amer-
ican workers and farmers.

I particularly want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here with us, starting
with the chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, the Senator from Montana, Max
Baucus. Max did fantastic work to get this
trade bill through the Senate, and was then
able to work with Chairman Thomas.
[Laughter] Chairman Thomas was heroic in
the House. He was steadfast in his support
for trade, and I appreciate his leadership on
this issue. And I want to thank both Members
of the United States Congress, one Demo-
crat, one Republican, who put their country
ahead of their parties to do what was right
for the people of this country. You two de-
serve a lot of congratulations. I want to thank
Senator Hatch, who was a conferee and a
member of the Finance Committee. Thanks
for coming, Senator. I want to thank my fel-
low Texan Tom DeLay, the best vote-counter
in the history of the United States Congress.
[Laughter] After all, he was able to triple—
[laughter]—the vote margin on final passage.
I appreciate so very much Cal Dooley and
a guy I call ‘‘Jeff,’’ William Jefferson, Con-
gressmen from California and Louisiana, and
I want to thank them for their work as well.
They led the Democrats in the House of
Representatives, many of whom are here
today, to do what’s right for our country. And
again, I appreciate your leadership, and I ap-
preciate your work, and I appreciate your
help.

I want to thank Embajadora A-Baki from
Ecuador. I want to thank you for coming.
I also want to thank Carlos Alzamora from
Peru and all the other ambassadors who are
here. I want to appreciate you—appreciate
your hard work on sending the message of
trade to Members of our Congress. I want
to thank you for your diligence, and I want
to thank your Presidents for their care and
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concern about this incredibly important ini-
tiative, not only for Americans but for work-
ers all around the world. Thank you all for
coming.

With trade promotion authority, the trade
agreements I negotiate will have an up-or-
down vote in Congress, giving other coun-
tries the confidence to negotiate with us.
Five Presidents before me had this advan-
tage, but since the authority elapsed in 1994,
other nations and regions have pursued new
trade agreements while America’s trade pol-
icy was stuck in park. With each passing day,
America has lost trading opportunities and
the jobs and earnings that go with them.
Starting now, America is back at the bar-
gaining table in full force.

I will use trade promotion authority ag-
gressively to create more good jobs for Amer-
ican workers, more exports for American
farmers, and higher living standards for
American families. Free trade has a proven
track record for spurring growth and advanc-
ing opportunity for our working families. Ex-
ports accounted for roughly one-quarter of
all U.S. economic growth in the 1990s. Jobs
in exporting plants pay wages that are up to
18 percent higher than jobs in nonexporting
plants. And our two major trade agreements,
NAFTA and the Uruguay Round, have cre-
ated more choices and lower prices for con-
sumers while raising standards of living for
the typical American family of four by $2,000
a year.

America will build on this record of suc-
cess. A completely free global market for ag-
ricultural products, for example, would result
in gains of as much as $13 billion a year for
American farmers and consumers. Lowering
global trade barriers on all products and serv-
ices by even one-third could boost the U.S.
economy by $177 billion a year and raise liv-
ing standards for the average family by
$2,500 annually. In other words, trade is
good for the American people, and I’m going
to use the trade promotion authority to bring
these benefits to the American people.

Free trade is also a proven strategy for
building global prosperity and adding to the
momentum of political freedom. Trade is an
engine of economic growth. It uses the
power of markets to meet the needs of the
poor. In our lifetime, trade has helped lift

millions of people and whole nations and en-
tire regions out of poverty and put them on
the path to prosperity. History shows that as
nations become more prosperous, their citi-
zens will demand and then can—and can af-
ford a cleaner environment. And greater
freedom for commerce across the borders
eventually leads to greater freedom for citi-
zens within the borders.

The members of the diplomatic corps with
us today understand the importance of free
trade to their nations’ success. They under-
stand that trade is an enemy of poverty and
a friend of liberty. I want to thank the ambas-
sadors for their role in getting this bill passed,
especially the Andean ambassadors, who are
such strong advocates for the Andean Trade
Preference Act. By providing trade pref-
erence for products from four Andean de-
mocracies, we will build prosperity, reduce
poverty, strengthen democracy, and fight il-
legal drugs with expanding economic oppor-
tunity.

Trade promotion authority gives the
United States an important tool to break
down trade barriers with all countries. We’ll
move quickly to build free trade relationships
with individual nations, such as Chile and
Singapore and Morocco. We’ll explore free
trade relationships with others, such as Aus-
tralia. The United States will negotiate a Free
Trade Area of the Americas and pursue re-
gional agreements with the nations of Central
America and the Southern African Customs
Union. We’ll move forward globally, working
with all nations to make the negotiations
begun last year in Doha a success. A little
more than a week ago, the United States put
forward a far-reaching proposal to lower
worldwide agricultural trade barriers. These
innovative set of ideas can lead to real
progress in this challenging area.

Trade gives all nations the hope of sharing
in the great economic and social and political
progress of our age. And trade will give
American workers the hope that comes from
better and higher paying jobs. America’s
committed to building a world that trades in
freedom and grows in prosperity and liberty.
Today we have the tools to pursue that vision,
and I look forward to the work ahead.

And now it’s my honor and pleasure to sign
into law the Trade Act of 2002.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Ambassadors to the United States
Ivonne A-Baki of Ecuador and Carlos Alzamora
Traverso of Peru. H.R. 3009, approved August 6,
was assigned Public Law No. 107–210.

Remarks at Madison Central High
School in Madison, Mississippi
August 7, 2002

Thanks for a warm welcome. Thanks for
having me. It’s true, Congressman, I did
bring Laura her coffee this morning. [Laugh-
ter] The only thing that was different from
the past is, I brought it to her in Crawford,
Texas. [Laughter] I have moved my office
to Crawford, and I’m so honored my first
stop after having moved my office to
Crawford is in the great State of Mississippi.

I want to thank you all for coming. I want
to talk about three important goals for our
country: one, win the war on terror; two, to
protect the homeland; and three, to make
it clear we will not rest until we have eco-
nomic security for everybody who lives in
America.

That’s a goal shared by the Mississippians
for Economic Progress, and I want to thank
them for hosting me today. I appreciate you
all coming. I also want to thank the Congress-
man for introducing me. I also appreciate so
very much two fine—I mean fine—United
States Senators from the great State of Mis-
sissippi who are here, and that’s, of course,
Thad Cochran and the man I call Leader,
Trent Lott.

I want to thank very much Ronnie Shows
for being here. Congressman, thank you for
coming. I’m honored you’re here. I appre-
ciate it. And I want to thank Roger Wicker,
another member of the Mississippi congres-
sional delegation, for coming. We’ve got
Congressmen everywhere. [Laughter]

But there’s one special former Congress-
man with us. It’s a man—when I’m in Wash-
ington, I go to church right across the street
from the White House, and this fellow always
saves me a pew—a spot in the pew. He’s
been a great friend of my family’s. He’s a
great friend of Mississippi. He is the name-
sake of the Montgomery Institute in Merid-
ian, Mississippi, and that’s Sonny Mont-

gomery. [Applause] It looks like they still re-
member you, Sonny—[laughter]—and love
you, just like I do.

I want to thank members of the statehouse
for coming. The Governor kindly came out
to greet me today, and I’m thankful for the
Governor for being there. I want to thank
the Lieutenant Governor, Governor Tuck,
for coming today. I want to appreciate the
State senator, Travis Little, and all the other
members of the statehouse who are here. It
makes me feel welcome for you to come and
to greet me. I thank you from the bottom
of my heart.

I also want to thank the mayors who are
here. Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler of Madi-
son is here. I want to thank you, Madam
Mayor, for coming. And Mayor Gene
McGee, the mayor of Ridgeland, Mississippi,
is here.

David Allen is the vice chairman of the
Mississippians for Economic Progress, who
gathered you all up. And I want to thank you,
David, and your group for supporting this
event.

I want to thank J. Reeves, who is the prin-
cipal of the Madison Central High School,
for having us. I want to thank the Madison
High band. Listen, you all were great when
you serenaded us coming in. [Laughter] I
tried to pop out of the limousine—[laugh-
ter]—to say thanks, but it was moving a little
too fast. [Laughter] But I do want to thank
you all. The principal was telling me you’re
an award-winning band, and I so much ap-
preciate the fact that you played. Unfortu-
nately, most band members are in the over-
flow room, so if you’re listening, thanks. I
also want to thank Mike Kent, who is the
Madison County superintendent of edu-
cation.

I want to thank the folks who I just met
with, Mississippi citizens from all walks of
life who expressed their concerns to me on
a variety of issues. And I’ll be discussing
some of those issues. I met with some of the
kindest, most decent doctors you can possibly
imagine who are with us today, people who
love their communities, love their profession,
are deeply concerned about the future of
medicine in this State.

I met WorldCom employees who no
longer have work, who are disillusioned, like
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