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Week Ending Friday, August 9, 2002

The President’s Radio Address
August 3, 2002

Good morning. We’ve had a month of ac-
complishment in Washington. Congress
acted on several important proposals to
strengthen our national security and our
homeland security and our economic secu-
rity. Republicans and Democrats worked in
a spirit of unity and purpose that I hope to
see more of in the fall.

I requested more money for our military
and for our homeland security, and Congress
provided crucial funding to continue military
operations, to train and equip medics, police
officers, and firefighters around America,
and to support the Coast Guard operations
that protect our ports and coasts.

I proposed tough new standards for cor-
porate executives and accountants and in-
creased penalties for fraud and abuse. Con-
gress responded with strong corporate ac-
countability reforms, which I signed into law
on Tuesday. And we are rigorously enforcing
the laws against corporate crimes with new
arrests just this week.

For nearly a year and a half, I’ve been
pressing Congress for trade promotion au-
thority so I can aggressively push for open
trade with other nations. This week, the Sen-
ate followed the lead of the House by giving
me that authority, which I will sign into law
next week. Expanded trade will mean more
business for America’s farmers and ranchers
and manufacturers, better buys for American
consumers, and good jobs for America’s
workers.

Together, we made significant progress on
national priorities. Yet, when Congress re-
turns from its summer recess, important
work remains. In March, I urged Congress
in a time of war to pass the defense budget
first. After 4 months, the House and the Sen-
ate have acted on their own bills—but they
have not sent me a final bill that works out
their differences. When the Congress returns

in September, its first priority should be to
complete the defense budget so our military
can plan for and pay for the war on terror
and all the missions that lie ahead.

The Senate should also act quickly to pass
a bill authorizing the new Department of
Homeland Security, which it failed to do be-
fore the recess. This Department will con-
solidate dozens of Federal agencies charged
with protecting our homeland, giving them
one main focus: protecting the American
people. And when we create this Depart-
ment, the new Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity will need the freedom and flexibility to
respond to threats by getting the right people
into the right jobs at the right time, without
a lot of bureaucratic hurdles. The Senate
must understand that the protection of our
homeland is much more important than the
narrow politics of special interests.

Congress should also act to strengthen the
economic security of all Americans. The Sen-
ate must pass reforms to protect workers’ sav-
ings and investments and reform Medicare
to include prescription drug benefits. Both
Houses must reach a consensus on final ter-
rorism insurance legislation to spur building
projects and create construction jobs. And
they must agree on a comprehensive energy
bill that will increase production and pro-
mote conservation and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign energy sources.

And as we work to strengthen America’s
economy, we must remember Americans
who are struggling. The Senate should follow
the House’s lead and pass welfare reform
that encourages work and promotes strong
families. And they should pass legislation to
promote the vital work of private and reli-
gious charities and helping disadvantaged
children and people struggling with addic-
tion, the homeless and many others.

I know, in the fall of an election year, the
tendency is to focus more on scoring political
points than on making progress. I hope the
Congress will reject this approach. In the last
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1302 Aug. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

month we’ve proven how much we can get
done when everyone in Washington works
together on behalf of the American people.
Come September, I look forward to working
with the Republicans and Democrats to build
on that progress.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:04 a.m.
on August 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 3.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 2 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator
Susan Collins in Prout’s Neck, Maine
August 3, 2002

Thank you all very much. Please be seated.
Well, thank you all very much for that won-
derful welcome. This probably is the first po-
litical event I’ve ever traveled to by boat.
[Laughter] And I want to thank the boat’s
captain, ‘‘Number 41.’’ You’re never sup-
posed to drive a boat wearing a tie. [Laugh-
ter] That’s why he doesn’t have one on.
[Laughter]

But as you can see, we—the best of our
family isn’t with us. My mother is back there
in Kennebunkport, and the great First Lady
of the United States is in Texas. But if they
were here, I can assure you, they would say
what I’m about to say—that Susan Collins
is a great United States Senator, and Maine
needs to send her back to the Senate.

Both of us are really proud to be here to
campaign on her behalf. We want to thank
you all very much for helping her. We—I
urge you to make sure that you continue
working for her. For those of you who lick
the envelopes and make the phone calls and
put out the signs and turn out the vote, get
your uniforms on, because you win in all
States, but particularly in Maine, through
grassroots politics. You win because you en-
ergize the voters. You win because you re-
mind the people of what a fine person you
have as a United States Senator. So thank
you for what you have done on behalf of
Susan Collins, and as importantly, thank you

for what you’re going to do to make sure this
fine lady returns back to the United States
Senate.

And I appreciate her mother and dad driv-
ing all this way. It is a long way. [Laughter]
That’s a 51⁄2 hour drive. But it’s wonderful
to meet the Collins family, all of them. And
it says something to me that, you know, Mom
and Dad and brothers are willing to stand
by their sister and/or child to do whatever
it takes to help out. To me, that’s what family
is all about, and I appreciate so very much
the Collins family for being here today, and
thank you for supporting your little girl.

Maine’s got two fantastic United States
Senators. Olympia Snowe is a capable lady.
Olympia and Susan make a formidable team
on behalf of the citizens of Maine, and it
would be wise for Maine not to break that
team up. It would be wise for the people
of this State to make sure that they send
somebody back to Washington who under-
stands that to get things done, you’ve got to
work with people of both parties, and who
solidly rejects, like I reject, the same old,
tired politics of tearing somebody down to
get ahead.

Susan Collins, she’s a breath of fresh air
in Washington, DC. She’s kind of an inde-
pendent thinker, I might add. [Laughter] I
don’t do everything she says. [Laughter] She
doesn’t do everything I say. [Laughter] But
she’s an ally, and I’m proud to call her friend.

I want to thank very much Steven Joyce
and Kevin Raye for tossing their hats in the
ring. Steven is running for the Congress,
Maine 1; and Kevin is running for Congress,
Maine 2. Thank you all for coming; we hope
you win. We look forward to seeing you in
Washington—appreciate it.

It’s nice to be here with the next Governor
of the State of Maine, Peter Cianchette.
[Laughter] I want to thank the party officials
who are here. I want to thank Kathy Watson,
who’s the chairwoman of the Republican
Party of Maine—Kathy, thank you for your
hard work—and Jan Martens Staples, who’s
the national committeewoman.

I want you to know that in Washington,
they’ve got a lot of pretty good talkers, you
know, people who can give a fine speech.
But somehow, behind all the rhetoric, they
don’t get much done. That’s not the way
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Susan Collins is. She gets a lot done. Let
me talk to you about a couple of issues that’s
dear to her heart and dear to mine.

First of all, we passed a really good edu-
cation bill this year. It was called No Child
Left Behind. And the reason why it was
called that is because Susan and I believe
that when we get it right, that we can make
sure no child gets left behind in America.
It means we’ve got to set high standards and
high expectations for every child who lives
in America. It means we’ve got to trust the
local people to run the schools, that we un-
derstand that you’re not going to have quality
education if you try to run the public schools
out of Washington, DC. And it means you’ve
got to hold people to account by insisting
upon measuring.

See, we want to know. We want to know
whether every child is learning how to read
and write and add and subtract. And if not,
we’re going to blow the whistle on failure.
If not, we’re going to insist that people
change. This business about shuffling chil-
dren through the schools has got to end in
America, to make sure no child is left behind.
And Susan Collins understands that.

An integral part of the education bill was
what we call Reading First. It’s a national
focus on making sure that every child—not
a few but every child—learns how to read.
And Susan Collins put her stamp on one of
the most important education bills in our Na-
tion’s history by leading the charge for the
Reading First Initiative. The people of Maine
owe her a debt of gratitude, and so do the
people of America, for this piece of legisla-
tion. I want to thank you, Susan.

And I appreciate her work on making sure
our seniors are well treated. Susan insists,
like I insist, that the Medicare program be
modernized. We recognize the Medicare
program has fulfilled a mission, but it’s old,
and it’s stale, and it’s tired, and it’s not doing
its job for our seniors. Medicine has changed,
but Medicare hasn’t. And we need to make
sure that we’ve got prescription drug cov-
erage as a part of Medicare for every senior
in America, and Susan Collins is leading the
charge.

We just passed a good piece of legislation
that says to corporate America, if you cheat,
if you fudge the books, if you don’t tell the

truth, we’re going to hold you accountable.
And Susan Collins was a part of that legisla-
tion. And you need to know we’re going to
investigate them, and we’re going to arrest
them, and we’re going to prosecute those
who have broken their trust with share-
holders, employees, and the American pub-
lic. And I want to appreciate your work on
that bill, Susan.

And I appreciate your understanding that
Government doesn’t create wealth; that’s not
the role of Government. The role of Govern-
ment is to create an environment in which
the entrepreneur can flourish, in which small
businesses can grow to be big businesses.
Our role is to make sure the climate for eco-
nomic growth is strong. And it is. Interest
rates are low. We’ve got good monetary pol-
icy. I can assure you, I will use the veto, if
necessary, to make sure we don’t overspend
in Washington, DC.

We just passed a trade bill for the first
time in a long time. I want to thank Susan
for her support on that trade bill. Opening
up markets for American goods, for products
produced in Maine, for agricultural products
produced in this State, is good for workers.
It’s so important that we not wall ourselves
off from the rest of the world. It’s important
that we be confident. And when you’re good
at something, you ought to promote it. And
we’re good at a lot of things in America, and
we need to be selling our goods and services
all across the world. I want to thank the Sen-
ate and the House for giving me trade pro-
motion authority. I’m going to sign the bill
on Tuesday, and this bill will be good for
American workers.

There’s some other things we can do when
the Senate and the House gets back. We
need to pass a terrorism insurance bill to
make sure that large construction projects
can go forward. We want our hardhats work-
ing in America. We want our working people
out there. We want there to be jobs. And
the Senate and the House needs to act. They
need to think about workers, not about trial
lawyers, when it comes to passing good
pieces of legislation like the terrorism insur-
ance bill.

And you know something, it turns out Vice
President Cheney was right. He said, when
we first got here, it looked like we might be
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in a recession. Of course, some people didn’t
appreciate him saying that. And then all of
a sudden, the statistics came out recently,
which showed that the first three quarters
of my administration were negative growth.
We did, in fact, inherit an economic slow-
down.

And thank goodness, thank goodness I
convinced the Congress to let the people
keep more of their own money. Thank good-
ness we had a tax cut. There are some people
in Washington that read a different textbook
than Susan and I do. They think if you raise
people’s taxes, it’s going to be good for the
economy. What we believe is that when you
let somebody have their own money, keep
their own money, it means they’re going to
demand a good and a service. And when
somebody demands a good or a service,
somebody is going to produce the good or
service. And if somebody produces a good
or a service, it means somebody is going to
be able to find work. That’s what that means.
For the good of the American economy, we
need to make the tax cuts permanent.

One of the worst taxes we have in America
is the death tax. The death tax taxes a per-
son’s assets more than once. You know, some
of us are worried about people being forced
to sell their farms or their ranches because
of the death tax. And so the Senate did a
smart thing, and the House did a smart thing.
It repealed the death tax. But, because of
a quirk in the law, because of the Senate
rules, the death tax comes back to life after
10 years. It is important to get rid of this
tax once and for all. It’s important for the
small-business owners in America; it’s impor-
tant to ranchers and farmers to permanently
repeal the death tax.

The economic security of our people is a
vital issue, and I will continue to work with
Congress to make sure we pass needed legis-
lation to keep our economy growing. Listen,
anytime anybody who wants to work can’t
find work, we’ve got a problem, as far as I’m
concerned. So when Congress gets back,
we’ll continue to talk about ways to make
sure that the environment for economic
growth is strong and viable.

We’ve also got a significant issue, obvi-
ously. The biggest issue that I confront is to
make sure the homeland is secure. The big-

gest issue, the biggest challenge that we face,
the President and the Congress, is to prevent
the killers from taking American life again.
That’s the biggest challenge.

And you need to know—you need to know
there’s some fine people in your Government
doing everything they can to run down any
hint or any lead, any evidence whatsoever,
to make sure that they don’t hit us again.
It’s a big chore. But there are a lot of fine
Americans working hard to enable me to say
that we’re doing everything we can to protect
you.

But there’s something else we need to do.
We need to reorganize our Government to
make sure that the homeland security func-
tion is the number one priority of many of
our Federal agencies. You see, right now in
Washington, there’s over 100 agencies in-
volved with the defense of our homeland.
They’re scattered everywhere. It makes it aw-
fully difficult to hold anybody accountable.

And so for the sake of changing the culture
of many agencies, for the sake of insisting
that the homeland security is the number one
priority, I’ve asked Congress to reorganize
much of our Government under one Cabinet
agency called the Office for Homeland Secu-
rity. It is vital Congress gets it right. The
House passed a good bill. I have listened to
some of the Senate debate. They seem to
think that political turf is more important
than the security of the homeland. I will not
accept a bill that doesn’t allow me to ade-
quately manage people and resources to bet-
ter protect the homeland. The Senate must
not protect their own turf; they must work
to protect the American people.

But the best way to protect the homeland
is to hunt the killers down one by one and
bring them to justice. And that’s what we’re
going to do. And they’re out there, and
they’re tough, but not as tough as the United
States of America. You’ve got to understand
the nature of the enemy. They hate freedom.
They hate the fact that we worship freely in
America. They can’t stand the thought that
we have open debate, that we have a free
press. They hate everything we stand for.
And therefore, they’re relentless. But so are
we—so are we.

You know, this is a different kind of war.
I’m standing up here with a great World War
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II veteran. In those days, they would occupy
battlegrounds, and they would move tanks
across fields and formation of aircraft. This
is a different kind of war. This is the first
war of the 21st century. This is a war where
the so-called leaders of the enemy send
youngsters to their death, and they, them-
selves, hide in caves. Oh, sometimes they
group up. And when they do, they pay a sig-
nificant price.

But this is a war that’s going to require
a different way of thinking. It means we’ve
got to have the best intelligence in the world.
It means we’ve got to—and we will—main-
tain a vast coalition of freedom-loving coun-
tries and make sure the doctrine, ‘‘Either
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy,’’
sticks. This is the kind of war where some-
times you’ll see our victories, and sometimes
you won’t. It’s an international manhunt, is
what it is. And we’ve got them on the run,
and we’re going to keep them on the run.
And so, as long as I’m the President of the
United States, we’re going to run them down,
one by one, in order for America to be free.

And we’re making progress. We’re making
progress. We’ve captured—and I say ‘‘we;’’
it’s not just America. I can point to country
after country that has responded to our call.
We’ve captured over a couple thousand of
their leaders, of their combatants, and just
about as many weren’t quite as lucky. Our
strategy is clear. I say this as often as I can:
If you harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty
as the terrorist. And the Taliban know exactly
what I’m talking about now.

And I want the youngsters here to under-
stand that your great Nation did not go into
Afghanistan to conquer anybody. We went
into Afghanistan to liberate—to liberate a
people from the clutches of the most bar-
baric regime in history, in modern history.
And we did.

But we’ve got a lot of work to do, and we’re
going to do it. I ask the Congress for the
largest increase in defense spending since
Ronald Reagan was the President. And
thanks to leaders such as Susan Collins, the
Senate voted, and the House voted, signifi-
cant increases. And now, when they get back,
for the good of the war and for the good
of the country, they need to reconcile their

differences and get a defense appropriations
bill on my desk as soon as possible.

But Susan understands what I understand.
She supported this increase in defense
spending because anytime we commit an
American service man or woman into harm’s
way, they deserve the best pay, the best train-
ing, the best equipment possible.

And secondly, it’s a signal to our friends
and it’s a signal to the enemy that we’re not
quitting. There’s not a calendar on my desk
that says, oh, by such-and-such a day, you’ve
got to quit, Mr. President. When it comes
to our freedom, America doesn’t quit. When
it comes to upholding our obligation to future
citizens of our country, we don’t quit. When
it comes to chasing down people who would
harm Americans, we don’t quit, much to the
chagrin of the enemy.

Our task and our responsibility to history
is more than just an Al Qaida network. We
owe it to the future of civilization not to allow
the world’s worst leaders to develop and de-
ploy and therefore blackmail free, loving
countries with the world’s worst weapons.
I’m a patient man. I’m a patient man. I’ve
got a lot of tools at my disposal. But I can
assure you, I understand history has called
us into action, and this country will defend
freedom no matter what the cost.

I believe strongly that out of the evil done
to America will come incredible good. I be-
lieve that as this Nation leads the world, that
we can achieve peace. I know that as we re-
main strong and united and focused on fight-
ing terror, on spreading democracy, on em-
bracing the values we love, that we can
achieve peace. We can achieve peace in parts
of the world where peace may be an after-
thought to so many. See, I believe by leading
the coalition for freedom, we can achieve
peace in the Middle East or in South Asia.
We can achieve peace not only for our home-
land but for our friends and allies.

No, out of the evil done to America can
come some great good, not only abroad but
here at home as well. It’s so important for
all of us to remember that, in the midst of
our prosperity, there are pockets of despair
and hopelessness. There are pockets of ad-
diction. People say, ‘‘American Dream,’’ and
we’ve got people in America saying, ‘‘What
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does that mean? It certainly doesn’t mean
anything to me.’’

No, out of the evil done to America can
come some great good, because Americans
are beginning to understand that serving
something greater than yourself in life is an
important part of being an American. People
ask me, ‘‘What can I do to help on the war
against terror?’’ I tell them, love your neigh-
bor like you’d like to be loved yourself. If
you want to fight evil—[applause]. If you
want to fight evil, mentor a child. If you want
to do some good, go into a shut-in’s home
and say, ‘‘I love you.’’ If you want to be a
responsible American, go into your church
or your synagogue or your mosque and say,
‘‘How can I help somebody in need?’’ You
see, out of the evil done to America is going
to come some great good, because we can
change America one heart, one conscience,
one soul at a time. And that’s what’s hap-
pening in this country.

I ran for Governor of Texas for a lot of
reasons, but one main reason was, I was wor-
ried about a culture which had clearly said
to Americans from all walks of life, ‘‘If it feels
good, just go ahead and do it, and if you’ve
got a problem blame, somebody else.’’ I
wanted to be part of a culture shift that says,
each of us are responsible for the decisions
we make in life, that if you’re a mom or a
dad, you are responsible for loving your child
with all your heart and all your soul. If you’re
a responsible citizen, you’re responsible for
making sure the community in which you live
is a place of bright lights and hope and opti-
mism, that you have a responsibility to help
a neighbor in need. And that’s happening.
Out of the evil done to America is good, be-
cause people are now beginning to under-
stand that shallow materialism is not what
life is about, that helping somebody and
helping our great Nation realize its full po-
tential is the culture of America.

You know, it brought home to me most
vividly when Flight 93 was driven into the
ground. We had people on an airplane who
told their loved ones goodbye. I want it
noted, they said a prayer. One guy said,
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They served something greater
than themselves in life. I think this is going
to be a defining moment in America’s cul-
tural history, because we vividly got to see

what it means to be a true and patriotic
American.

No, out of the evil done to America—out
of the evil done to this country will come
incredible good, because this is the finest na-
tion, full of the finest people on the face of
the Earth.

Thank you for helping Susan. God bless.
God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in the
Ocean Overlook at the Black Point Inn. In his
remarks, he referred to Don and Patricia Collins,
parents of Senator Collins.

Exchange With Reporters in
Prout’s Neck
August 3, 2002

President’s Vacation
Q. Relaxing a bit?
The President. What?
Q. You’ve got your shirt off.
The President. If you sweated through

your shirt as much as I’ve sweated through
mine, it would be off too.

Iraq
Q. Can we ask about Iraq for a second?
The President. No. You heard what I said

in there. I’m a patient man. I’ll use all the
tools at our disposal. Nothing’s changed.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5 p.m. at a boat
dock near the Black Point Inn. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks on the Bombings in the
Middle East in Kennebunkport,
Maine
August 4, 2002

Good morning. I’m distressed to hear
about the latest suicide bombers in Israel.
For those who yearn for peace in the Middle
East, for those in the Arab lands, for those
in Europe, for those all around the world
who yearn for peace, we must do everything
we possibly can to stop the terror.

There are a few killers who want to stop
the peace process that we have started, and
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we must not let them. For the sake of hu-
manity, for the sake of the Palestinians who
suffer, for the sake of the Israelis who are
under attack, we must stop the terror.

I call upon all nations to do everything they
can to stop these terrorist killers.

Thank you.
Now watch this drive.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 a.m. at the
Cape Arundel Golf Club, prior to a round of golf.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks to Rescued Coal Miners
and the Community in Green Tree,
Pennsylvania
August 5, 2002

Thank you very much. Governor, thanks
for your introduction. Thanks for your calm
in the midst of crisis. I want to thank you
and all the good folks here in the State of
Pennsylvania who rallied to save the lives and
help save the lives of nine valuable citizens.

Today we’re here to celebrate life, the
value of life, and as importantly, the spirit
of America. I asked to come by to meet our
nine citizens and their families because I be-
lieve that what took place here in Pennsyl-
vania really represents the best of our coun-
try, what I call the spirit of America, the great
strength of our Nation. So I want to thank
you all for coming, for giving me chance to—
and giving me a chance to come and share
with you the optimism and joy of a historic
moment.

First I do—I want to thank Dan Walsh
of the Green Tree Volunteer Fire Company
for opening up this beautiful house and invit-
ing all these folks here. Dan, I want you to
know I’m a proud supporter of the Crawford
Volunteer Fire Department. I understand
how important firefighters are, paid or volun-
teer. And so on behalf of a grateful nation,
I want to thank all the folks who work here
at the Green Tree and all those first-respond-
ers who are here with us today. Thank you
for being here.

I want to thank Elaine Chao of my Cabi-
net, and Dave Lauriski, who is the Depart-
ment of Labor’s Mine Safety and Health Ad-
ministrator, for being here. They tell me,

Dave, you did a fabulous job. And on behalf
of our Nation, that’s what we expect you to
do. [Laughter] Thanks for your good work.

I appreciate Members of the United States
Senate, Senator Specter, and Congress-
woman Hart and Congressman Chabot, for
coming. I appreciate the Attorney General
being here. I appreciate State Senator Earll
being here.

I want to thank some special citizens who
have come today. They’re what we call Free-
dom Corps greeters. They came out to the
airport to say hello to me. They represent
a program called Jumpstart. These are
AmeriCorps workers. They’re also college
students—well, at least five of the six are col-
lege students. One is a graduate of Penn
State; the other go to the University of Pitts-
burgh.

The reason I’m—asked them to join us
here is because I want you to know, America
can be saved, one person at a time. You see,
this great society of ours can be changed, one
heart, one soul, one conscience at a time.
And as we’re here to celebrate the victory
of life, we’ve also got to understand there
are some lives who are troubled, some lives
who are despondent. Some people wonder
whether not America is meant for them; they
live in pockets of hopelessness and despair.
And these six heroic students, people who
have said, ‘‘Listen, serving something greater
than myself in life is an important part of
being a citizen,’’ have been a part of what’s
called Jumpstart. They’re tutors to young
kids, to make sure the kids have a chance
to learn to read and write and add and sub-
tract, have a chance to be a part of this great
American experience. And so I want to thank
these soldiers in the armies of compassion
for setting a great example for their fellow
college students and for some of us old folks
as well. Thank you all for coming, appreciate
you being here.

As I said, we’re here to celebrate the spirit
of America, and it’s represented by a lot of
folks here, a lot of people involved with what
took place here in Pennsylvania and Som-
erset. First, the spirit is best represented by
the first-responders, the people who were at
the site, you know, people who heard the
call that one of my neighbors is in trouble,
a fellow American is in need. We’ve got nine
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people trapped below the earth who might
lose their life, and your fellow Americans
came to your rescue. They came to work
hour after hour, many of them volunteers.
None asked, ‘‘Where am I going to get my
next paycheck from?’’ All asked, ‘‘What can
I do? What can I do as an American to help
a neighbor in need?’’

And so to the first-responders here, I want
to thank you for your spirit. For those who
volunteered hour after hour to save a fellow
citizen, somebody you didn’t even know, but
were willing to sacrifice on behalf of that cit-
izen, thank you for a grateful nation—from
a grateful nation. Thanks for the example you
set. Thanks for showing our fellow citizens
that by—serving something greater than
yourself is an important part of being an
American. I truly believe the effort put in
will serve as an example for others in a time
of crisis.

The spirit of America, the best of America
was represented by those who spent long
hours worrying about the lives of their fellow
citizens. The best of America was also rep-
resented in the technology and know-how of
our mine safety folks, those who, on a mo-
ment’s notice, used their skill to devise a way
to save life, took a look at the situation, re-
acted to the environment, predicted what
might happen miles below the earth, and re-
sponded, and then rallied others. They set
up a plan and a strategy. They’re—our folks
are world-renowned for mine rescue, and the
Nation saw why. And there are nine lives
here to testify that we’re some of the best
at rescuing our fellow citizens. The best of
America really is the use of our technology
and know-how to save lives and to help oth-
ers in need.

The spirit of America can best be seen with
the families who are here. A strong America
is America based upon strong families. A
strong future for our country depends upon
the strength of our family—husband loving
wife and wife loving husband, husband and
wife dedicating themselves to their children.
The spirit of America was represented as
family members, wives and sons and daugh-
ters and moms and dads, prayed for the safe-
ty of their loved one. They spent hours wor-
rying about the lives of somebody they called
‘‘loved one.’’ And out of this near tragedy

comes the living example of the importance
of family.

It was my honor to meet the family mem-
bers here today. I appreciate—and I know
your dads and your husbands appreciate
much more than me—the fact that you—the
energy you spent on seeing that they came
out of that hole alive was an important part
of rallying the—rallying the country.

And that’s another part of the spirit of
America I want to herald, and that is the
prayers that were said by thousands of your
citizens—I mean, people from all walks of
life. They didn’t say, ‘‘I’m a Republican;
therefore, I get to pray,’’ or ‘‘I’m a Democrat;
I pray.’’ ‘‘I don’t care about either of them;
I pray.’’ Everybody prayed. A lot of people—
if I say ‘‘everybody,’’ I don’t know if every-
body prayed. I can tell you, a lot prayed. A
lot prayed for your safety. A lot prayed for
your families. A lot pled to an almighty God
that you were rescued. And thank God the
prayers were answered.

But most of all, the spirit of America was
represented by the courage of the nine—
nine folks trapped below the earth. They had
one sandwich and two bottles of water. These
are people that had—had found an
unshakable faith, not only in their fellow citi-
zens and their families would be pulling for
them, but faith in God. These are men who,
as old Harry Mayhugh * put it, ‘‘I just didn’t
see how we were going to get out.’’ That’s
what he said, ‘‘I don’t see how we’re going
to get out.’’ But he said, ‘‘We’re going to—
we’ve got to pull together to get out. ’’

In other words, they understood that they
needed to rely upon each other, rely upon
the strength of each. They huddled to keep
warm. They said prayers to keep their spirits
up. They understood they needed to tie to-
gether to fight the underground current. It
was their determination to stick together and
to comfort each other that really defines kind
of a new spirit that’s prevalent in our country,
that when one of us suffer, all of us suffers;
that in order to succeed, we’ve got to be
united; that by working together, we can
achieve big objectives and big goals.

Here’s a living example of people working
together to save nine precious lives, to make
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sure that nine families were reunited. And
by the way, it’s that spirit that’s help us—
going to prevail in the big challenges we face
around the world, the challenge of making
sure that we hunt down every terrorist and
bring them to justice, because we love free-
dom.

It is the determined spirit of America and
our optimism and our ability to solve prob-
lems which will help us deal with the eco-
nomic downturn. It is—the great spirit of
America will help us eradicate pockets of de-
spair and poverty.

I love to tell the world and our country
that out of the evil done to America will come
incredible good. And part of that good is a
culture that says, each of us are responsible
for the decisions we make in life. If you’re
a mom or a dad, you’re responsible for loving
your children with all your heart and all your
soul. But part of the era of responsibility also
is, you’re responsible for helping a neighbor
in need. You’re responsible for loving some-
body like you’d like to be loved yourself.
You’re responsible for the health of the com-
munity in which you live. No, the spirit of
America is alive and strong, as we found out
loud and clear in Somerset, Pennsylvania.

It’s an honor to be here with you today.
I want to thank you for the example you set.
May God bless you. May God bless your fam-
ilies, and may God continue to bless America.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. at the
Green Tree Volunteer Fire Department. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Mark Schweiker and
State Attorney General Mike Fisher of Pennsyl-
vania. The nine miners were rescued from a flood-
ed coal mine in Somerset, PA, on July 28.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Gubernatorial Candidate Mike
Fisher in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
August 5, 2002

Well, thanks, ‘‘Governor.’’ [Laughter] I’m
glad you had me back. I know that your elec-
tion and Jane’s election will be best for the
people of Pennsylvania. And I want to thank
you all for joining in his effort.

I want to thank the sitting Governor, Mark
Schweiker. I, too, want to commend you for

your leadership. I appreciate your steady
calm and your deep compassion for your fel-
low citizens during crisis. A lot of people got
to see what you’re made out of. And as Mike
said, a lot of people got to see what the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania are made out of as a re-
sult of that incident. And I thank you, Mark,
very much. You did a fine job.

I want to thank the two United States Sen-
ators from the great State of Pennsylvania
for being here. We’ve got Arlen Specter.
Thank you for coming, Senator Specter. And
Rick Santorum, we appreciate Rick
Santorum. He’s got such a good seat only
because he’s never on time. But it’s good to
see you. [Laughter] But both are doing a fine
job. And I also appreciate Congresswoman
Melissa Hart, from this area, for being here,
as well. Melissa, where are you? Thank you
for coming.

I was pleased to meet your mother. I had
breakfast with mine today. She’s still telling
me what to do. [Laughter] And I’m still lis-
tening—about half the time. [Laughter]

I appreciate so very much Carol Fisher,
the future first lady of the State of Pennsyl-
vania. I want to thank you for standing by
your man and getting ready to campaign with
him all across this State.

There’s nothing like marrying well.
[Laughter] I know. I married really well. And
Laura sends her best and her love to a lot
of our friends here in the State of Pennsyl-
vania. I’m really proud of the job she’s doing
as the First Lady of the United States. She
brings kind of a calm, steady demeanor to
a pressure cooker of a life, and I’m a better
President because I married so well. And the
country is better off to have her as First Lady.

I appreciate very much the next Lieuten-
ant Governor, Jane Earll. It’s an honor to
meet her husband and her family here. And
I want to thank you for your sacrifice, Jane.
It shows what kind of Governor Mike’s going
to be. The fact that he picked Jane shows
that he’s going to be a inclusive person,
somebody who wants to make sure that he
represents every single person in the State
of Pennsylvania. You made a great pick,
Mike, in seeing Jane, and you’re going to
make a great team when you become elected
to Governor and Lieutenant Governor of this
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State. And, Jane, it’s great to see you again.
Thanks for your service.

I want to thank—I think Tim Murphy is
here. There he is. Congressman, good to see
you. I appreciate you running, Tim, and I
wish you all the best. I look forward to work-
ing with you next year. I also look—I want
to thank all the leadership of the Republican
Party—Christine Toretti, who is my friend,
who is the national committeewoman, is
here.

But—and so are a lot of the grassroots ac-
tivists. I know this is what they call a fund-
raiser, but there’s a lot of people here who
are going to do a lot more than fund-raise.
They’re going to go out and put the signs
up and organize the rallies and make the
phone calls, mail the mailers. And I want to
thank you for your efforts, and I want to
thank you for the work that you have done,
and as importantly, for the work you’re going
to do, to make sure that these two good peo-
ple get elected.

I like Mike. I like what he’s made out of.
I like his character. I like the fact that he
worked in the steel mills. And I like the fact
that he knows how to get votes. See, I
thought I ran a pretty good campaign here
in the State of Pennsylvania. [Laughter] I
didn’t particularly care about coming in sec-
ond, but nevertheless, I worked hard. And
he told me the first time I met him, he said,
‘‘Well, you ran a pretty good campaign, but
I beat you, by about’’—[laughter]—‘‘by
about 600,000 votes.’’ [Laughter]

Here’s a man who knows how to get votes.
He’s a man who knows how to work with
both Republicans and Democrats. He’s not
afraid of taking his message into neighbor-
hoods that might not be called what we call
‘‘Republican’’ neighborhoods, because, see,
his message is bigger than just a party. He’s
got a great compassion for the people of
Pennsylvania, starting with—well, he wants
to make sure every child gets educated. See,
he understands the most important priority
for a Governor is to promote an education
system that is the best in the country. That’s
part of the legacy of Tom Ridge, who, by
the way, is doing a fabulous job as the Direc-
tor of Homeland Security.

Mark understands that, and you’re fixing
to elect a Governor who shares the same pas-

sion. He believes what I believe, that every
child in Pennsylvania and in America can
learn. See, there must be some in this State
and around the country who don’t believe
that. They’ve set such low standards and low
expectations that the systems just shuffle
people through. For the sake of Pennsylva-
nia’s future, for the sake of your citizens, you
must elect a Governor who believes in the
highest of high standards and who is willing
to hold people accountable to make sure
those standards are achieved for every single
child in this State.

Some in this State are willing to accept
the status quo, even though the status quo
is failing. What Pennsylvania needs is a Gov-
ernor who has got high hopes and high ex-
pectations, a Governor who is willing to insist
upon accountability, and then a Governor
who is willing to do something about it when
he encounters failure. We must not allow the
children of Pennsylvania or anywhere else in
America be trapped in schools that will not
teach and will not change. I firmly believe
that Mike Fisher is the right man to make
sure that no child is left behind in the State
of Pennsylvania.

I also appreciate a man who understands
that in order to make sure the public school
system works, you’ve got to teach the chil-
dren how to read. Kind of like me, he’s a
first-things-first fellow, a practical person.
And I kind of get tired of all the theorists
who talk education and forget to teach peo-
ple how to read. We passed a significant
piece of educational reform out of Wash-
ington. It says we’re going to trust the Gov-
ernors and local folks to chart the path to
excellence when it comes to education. But
it also says that we’re going to insist upon
curriculum that works, particularly when it
comes to reading. We’ve got a Reading First
Initiative.

I’m comfortable in saying that this man
will implement a good reading program all
across the State of Pennsylvania, to make
sure your children learn to read. And when
they do, they’ll learn. They’ll learn science,
and they’ll learn math, and they’ll learn self-
esteem. Reading is the gateway to freedom.
Reading is the new civil right. And you’ll have
a Governor who understands that in the State
of Pennsylvania.
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As the attorney general, Mike has had a
record of making sure schools are safe. It’s
hard to learn, it’s hard to learn to read, it’s
hard to learn anything in schools that aren’t
safe. It’s important to have a Governor who’s
willing to blow the whistle on academic fail-
ure, and a Governor who is willing to insist
that the classrooms be safe—safe on behalf
of the children and safe on behalf of the par-
ents and safe on behalf of the teachers who
are trying to impart knowledge. Mike has got
a good record. He’s got a good, solid record
when it comes to enforcing the law, and he’s
got a good heart when it comes to insisting
that every child get educated in the State of
Pennsylvania.

I also appreciate his attitude about small
business and the entrepreneurial spirit. He
knows what I know: The role of Government
is not to create wealth but an environment
in which people can realize their dreams, in
which small businesses can grow to be big
businesses, in which the entrepreneurial spir-
it is strong in the great State of Pennsylvania.
He knows that I know that most small—small
businesses create more jobs in America than
big business; that if you’re interested in find-
ing employment for the people of Pennsyl-
vania, you’ve got to stimulate the growth of
small businesses, which means you’ve got to
have good tax policy. If you overtax your
small businesses in the State of Pennsylvania,
or in the country, for that matter, it’s going
to mean there’s no capital for expansion;
there’s no extra money for job creation.

Pennsylvania must have a Governor like
Mike who knows that the economic environ-
ment conducive for the growth of small busi-
ness is vital for job creation. Mike’s got a
record—I was impressed by the fact that
when he was a State senator, he understood
that Pennsylvania workers’ compensation
laws needed to be more fair and less burden-
some on the businesses of the State of Penn-
sylvania, and by changing the law it not only
helped worker; it helped set a tone for the
State of Pennsylvania so people felt com-
fortable about employing people in this State.
This man is a job creator, and that’s what
the State of Pennsylvania needs as its Gov-
ernor.

As you know, I, too, am worried about jobs
here in America. If anybody wants to work

and they can’t find a job, we’ve got a prob-
lem, as far as I’m concerned. If somebody
is looking for work and work is not available,
we need to do something about it by focusing
on job creation. Part of that is to make sure
there’s confidence in the private sector.

I was pleased the other day to sign a bill,
a corporate responsibility bill that says, if
you’re in charge of a business, you have the
responsibility to your shareholders and your
employees to tell the truth, and if you don’t,
you will be held accountable. And Mike has
done just that as the attorney general of this
State. He has got a record, a clear record
of enforcing laws and coming down hard on
corporate fraud and saying that we expect
the highest of high standards throughout all
our society, that no one is exempt from the
laws of our land.

No, I am confident this man is going to
make a fabulous Governor for the State of
Pennsylvania. I strongly believe he’s going to
win, and I appreciate you supporting him.

I also want to talk about the national chal-
lenges we face. I believe that—I’m an opti-
mist. I’m an optimist about our economy.
And I should be. The fundamentals are
strong. Interest rates are low. Monetary pol-
icy is sound. I can assure you I will work
with Congress to control excessive Federal
spending. One reason they give the President
the veto power is to make sure the Congress
doesn’t overspend. Overspending could serve
as an anchor on economic vitality and growth.

I’ve mentioned we signed a corporate
fraud bill. I also am the first Governor—
President in a long period of time to have
what they call trade promotion authority. It
means that we’re going to open up markets
for U.S. products, markets for the products
of Pennsylvania farmers, markets of the prod-
ucts of Pennsylvania high-tech companies. A
confident nation is a nation willing to trade.
And this Nation, as a result of the bill I just
got and am signing tomorrow, will be a free
trading nation.

No, I’ve got confidence in the economic
vitality of this country, because I’ve got con-
fidence in the American people. I’ve got con-
fidence in our workers. Productivity is up.
I’ve got confidence in our entrepreneurs.
People are still imagining new ways to bring
new products. I’ve got confidence in our tax
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policy. See, I come from the school of
thought that says, if you let people keep more
of their own money, they will demand a good
or a service. And if somebody demands a
good or a service, somebody will produce the
good and service. And when somebody pro-
duces the good and service, somebody is
going to find work. We passed tax relief at
exactly the right time, and Congress needs
to make the tax cuts permanent.

The foundation for growth is strong in
America. And we’ll continue to work to pro-
mote ways to foster economic vitality. And
one crucial way is, when Congress gets home,
gets back from heading out to their districts
and their States, they need to pass a terrorism
insurance bill so that large construction
projects which are now on the books will
move forward, so that our construction work-
ers will have work. There are too many con-
struction projects that are put on hold for
fear of a—for lack of terrorism insurance.
People can’t insure their projects, and so
they’re not moving forward. Congress needs
to act, and when they act, they’ve got to re-
member, the workers are more important
than the trial lawyers in America.

We’re making progress on securing the
homeland. As I told you, Tom Ridge is doing
a fine job. But I took a look at the agencies
involved with our homeland security and re-
alized that there’s over 100 of them—100 dif-
ferent agencies—over 100 agencies involved
with securing the homeland. And they’re
scattered all over our Nation’s Capital. It’s
awfully hard to hold anybody to account if
there’s over 100 agencies involved with a sin-
gle mission. So I sat down with Tom and
others in my administration, and we came
up with a plan. We decided to create a De-
partment—Cabinet-level Department of
Homeland Security, so I can say to the Amer-
ican people that we have organized ourselves
to better protect us from an attack by one
of these killers.

And we’re making progress on the creation
of an Office of Homeland Security. We need
an Office of Homeland Security to make sure
that the number one priority of our Govern-
ment is reflected in the agencies. And that
is your protection. That’s the number one
priority right now. And we’ve got to have an
Office of Homeland Security so that we can

say to these agency heads, you may have
other missions, but your most important mis-
sion is to protect the homeland. We’ve got
to have a culture that becomes a part of this
new Department that says, protecting the
homeland is your most important job.

The House of Representatives passed a
good bill; the Senate will take it up when
they get home. One of the things you’ll hear
about the Senate debate is, they’re all wor-
ried about their turf and special interests and
politics. For the sake of the American people,
the Senate needs to pass a homeland security
bill that provides me with the tools necessary
to protect the homeland.

You need to know there’s a lot of people
working a lot of hours to protect us, a lot
of good folks that work in the Federal Gov-
ernment and the State government and local
governments, doing everything they can to
chase down every possible lead, every hint
that somebody might be fixing to do some-
thing to the American people.

And they’re out there. The killers are out
there. And that’s all they are, by the way.
They are nothing but a bunch of coldblooded
killers who hate America because we love
freedom. They hate us because we love the
values of freedom of religion, freedom to
speak, freedom to campaign the way you
want to, freedom to assemble. They can’t
stand that. And so they’re going to—they
think they’re going to hit us again. And we’re
doing a lot to protect the homeland. We real-
ly are. I am grateful for those who spend
hours upon hours protecting America. But
the best way to protect the homeland is to
hunt the killers down, one by one, and bring
them to justice, which is precisely what this
country is going to do.

I appreciate the House passing the defense
appropriations bill. I appreciate the Senate
passing the defense appropriations bill. And
I want to thank the Members here for voting
for both. Now it’s time for them to get to-
gether, reconcile the differences between the
two appropriations bill for our national de-
fense, and get the bill to my desk in early
September. We’re at war, and I expect the
appropriations bill on my desk—the appro-
priations bill necessary to fund this war—on
my desk as soon as possible. It ought to be
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the number one priority of the appropriators
when they get back from their August recess.

And in that bill you’ll see it’s the largest
increase in defense spending since Ronald
Reagan. And the reason why is, anytime we
send our troops into harm’s way, they deserve
the best pay, the best training, the best
equipment possible. And the increase in de-
fense spending sends a message—it sends a
message to our friends and allies who are part
of our vast coalition. It sends a message to
the enemy, we’re in this for the long pull.
This country isn’t going to quit until we se-
cure our freedom. This country is not faint-
hearted. We’re a determined country. We’re
strong, and we’re united. When it comes to
defending our freedoms, we understand the
price of freedom is high, but we’re willing
to pay the price. That’s the message we’re
sending to the enemy and to our friends. And
that’s an important message to send.

And we’re making good progress in the
war against terror. We’ve hauled in over a
couple of thousand of them. I say ‘‘hauled
them in’’—that means ‘‘arrest’’ or ‘‘incar-
cerate’’ or however you want to put it. But
those—not only the United States have done
this, but so have our friends and allies. And
just about the like number haven’t been quite
as lucky. So we’re making good progress.

And this is a different kind of war, though,
as you noticed. Sometimes you’ll see the
progress on your TV screens, and sometimes
you won’t. Sometimes one of these killers will
get plucked off the streets of a foreign nation,
and you’ll never hear about it. Sometimes it
will make big news. But in either case, we’re
making progress, one by one.

The old war used to be, they’d see these
infantry brigades marching across some plain
or scurrying through hedgerows. That’s not
the kind of war we’re in. We’re in a kind
of war now where they’ve got the com-
manders, the so-called commanders of the
enemy hiding in a cave, telling youngsters
to go kill themselves. They send young kids
to their suicide, in the name of a great reli-
gion, and they, themselves, cower, cowards
hiding.

But there’s no cave deep enough for the
United States. There’s no cave dark enough
for our troops and our friends and allies. In
order to secure freedom and defend the

American people, we’re going to hunt them
down. And we owe it to our children to do
so. And we also owe it to our children to
enforce these doctrines: If you harbor a ter-
rorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you close—
clothe a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as those
who killed the people of America on 9/11.

And the doctrine—and this doctrine still
pertains: Either you’re with the United States
and those of us who love freedom, or you’re
with the enemy. You see, the strategy is pret-
ty clear. We’ve disrupted the Taliban. And
I want the youngsters here, and those of you
who have got little ones at home to go home
and tell your kids that we went to Afghanistan
not as conquerors but as liberators. We freed
people from the clutches of a barbaric re-
gime. And now, thanks to the United States
and our friends and allies, young girls get
to go to school for the first time—many of
them for the first time in their life. And our
friends understand the message.

So the other day I was pleased to see that
Gloria Arroyo, the President of the Phil-
ippines, went ahead and unleashed her
troops and got after Abu Sayyaf, * which is
an Al-Qaida-type network which had cap-
tured some Americans, amongst others. And
she hears loud and clear, ‘‘Either you’re with
us, or you’re with the enemy.’’

So the coalition is knitted up, and we’re
active. We’re cutting off their money. We’re
sharing information. We’re fighting the first
war of the 21st century. I say ‘‘the first
war’’—there’s no telling how many wars it
will take to secure freedom in the homeland.
But I know this: We will not and we must
not allow the world’s worst leaders to black-
mail the United States and our friends and
allies with the world’s worst weapons.

I’m a patient man—I’m a patient man.
We’ve got a lot of tools at our disposal—dip-
lomatic tools, intelligence tools, military
tools. We’ve got a lot of tools. We’ve got a
lot of friends as well. And I’m going to take
our time to make sure we get the policy right,
no matter what part of the world we’re in.
But I understand that freedom has called us
into action—I mean, history has called us
into action to defend freedom. I understand
where we stand now in history. We have an
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obligation to the future. And this great coun-
try will not shirk its obligation.

Out of the evil done to America can come
some incredible good, and part of that good
is peace. Oh, I know the rhetoric can be
tough. I understand all that. But you just
need to know that I believe we can achieve
peace, and that’s my dream. I want there to
be peace here in America. I want us to be
able to live the life we love and embrace the
freedoms that we cherish and not worry
about some killer coming to take out their
problems on us because we love freedom.

And I believe we can achieve peace by
being strong and determined in parts of the
world where peace seems to be far away. I
believe we can achieve peace in the Middle
East. I believe we can achieve peace in South
Asia. I believe this great Nation, by being
strong and determined and standing on prin-
ciples and adhering to our universal values,
can help the world achieve peace.

And at home, I know that out of the evil
done to America can come some great good.
Listen, I understand, and you know, that in
the midst of our plenty, there are pockets
of despair, there are pockets of addiction.
There are children who say, ‘‘What is the
American Dream? It’s not meant for me.
What is this American Dream business? I
don’t belong to that dream.’’ You see, what
we must understand is that we’ve got individ-
uals, too many individuals whose vision of the
country is dim by the circumstances. But I
believe, and I know, we can save those chil-
dren, one heart—or those people, one heart
and one soul, one conscience at a time. Gov-
ernment can hand out money, but it cannot
put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That’s why I’m such
a believer in faith-based programs, charitable
programs, all of which exist because some-
body has heard the universal call to love a
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved your-
self.

I landed at the Pittsburgh airport today,
and I met six college kids from a program
called Jumpstart. One went to Penn State,
who has already graduated; five are now un-
dergraduates at the University of Pittsburgh.
These are children who mentor 5-year-old
kids, so that when they get to elementary
school, they’ve got a chance to learn to read.

These are children who understand that you
can save America, one person at a time. They
understand one person can’t do everything,
but one person can do something to be a
good citizen. So here they are, college kids,
and they’ve got a lot of other things to do,
but part of their life as a college student is
to love a child, is to make a difference in
a child’s life.

People say, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ What
you can do is, love a neighbor like you’d like
to be loved yourself. What you can do is to
be a full citizen of the country by helping
to serve others. And that’s happening all
across this country. You just need to know
that. Out of the evil done to America can
come some incredible good. Our society is
becoming a more compassionate society, be-
cause there’s a lot of people who have taken
a step back and said, ‘‘What is my life worth?
What is it all about?’’

One of the reasons I entered politics in
the first place in the State of Texas is because
I was concerned about a culture which had
clearly said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it; and if
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody else.’’
My hope was to be a part of a cultural shift
which says that we must usher in a era of
personal responsibility if we want our country
to realize its full potential. I believe it’s hap-
pening.

I believe the notion of serving something
greater than yourself, which is at the core
of being a personally responsible citizen, has
taken hold in America, probably best defined
not far from here, where Flight 93 hit the
ground, citizens aboard an aircraft who heard
their plane was going to be used as a weapon.
They told their loved ones they loved them.
They said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’
And they served something greater than
themselves in life. No, out of the evil done
to America is going to come some incredible
good, because this is a nation that is so good
and decent and compassionate.

I want to thank you all for coming to help
Mike. May God bless you all, and may God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in Ball-
room 2 at the Hilton Pittsburgh. In his remarks,
he referred to Jack Daneri, husband of candidate
for Lieutenant Governor Jane M. Earll; Pennsyl-
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vania State Senator Tim Murphy; Christine J.
Toretti, national committeewoman and co-finance
chair, Pennsylvania Republican Party; and Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines.

Remarks on Signing the Born-Alive
Infants Protection Act of 2002
August 5, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for this bill
signing ceremony. I’m pleased to sign it in
the great city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
The history of our country is the story of a
promise, a promise of life and liberty made
at our founding and fulfilled over the cen-
turies in our laws. It is a story of expanding
inclusion and protection for the ignored and
the weak and the powerless. And now we
extend the promise and protection to the
most vulnerable members of our society.

Today I sign the Born-Alive Infants Pro-
tection Act. This important legislation en-
sures that every infant born alive—including
an infant who survives an abortion proce-
dure—is considered a person under Federal
law. This reform was passed with the over-
whelming support of both political parties,
and it is about to become the law of the land.

I appreciate so very much Senator Rick
Santorum, and Congressman Steve Chabot
from Ohio for sponsoring this important
piece of legislation. I also appreciate Senator
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and Congress-
woman Melissa Hart for coming as well.

I want to thank the bishop of the Diocese
of Pittsburgh, Bishop Wuerl, for being here.
It’s good to see you again, Bishop. I appre-
ciate Hadley Arkes, the professor of jurispru-
dence and American institutions at Amherst
University. I want to thank Jill Stanek, reg-
istered nurse, labor and delivery unit, Christ
Hospital and Medical Center, for being here
as well. I appreciate Gianna Jessen, who is
an abortion survivor and a pro-life advocate.
I want to thank Dr. Watson Bowes, who is
a professor emeritus of gynecology and ob-
stetrics, school of medicine, University of
North Carolina.

I want to thank you all for coming. It’s
important that you’re here to send a signal
that you’re dedicated to the protection of
human life. The issue of abortion divides
Americans, no question about it. Yet, today

we stand on common ground. The Born-
Alive Infants Protection Act establishes a
principle in America law and American con-
science: There is no right to destroy a child
who has been born alive. A child who is born
has intrinsic worth and must have the full
protection of our laws.

Today, through sonograms and other tech-
nology, we can clearly—see clearly that un-
born children are members of the human
family as well. They reflect our image, and
they were created in God’s own image.

The Born-Alive Infants Protection Act is
a step toward the day when every child is
welcomed in life and protected in law. It is
a step toward the day when the promises of
the Declaration of Independence will apply
to everyone, not just those with the voice and
power to defend their rights. This law is a
step toward the day when America fully be-
comes, in the words of Pope John Paul II,
‘‘a hospitable, a welcoming culture.’’

Our society has enough compassion and
wealth and love to care for mothers and their
children and to seek the promise and poten-
tial of every life. In protecting the vulnerable
and the weak, the imperfect and the un-
wanted, you are affirming a culture of life.

I’m grateful for your perseverance on be-
half of this noble cause. I want to thank you
for your hard work. I appreciate your care
for every member of the human family.
Thank you for coming today.

It’s now my honor and pleasure to sign
into law the Born-Alive Infants Protection
Act.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in Ball-
room 3 at the Hilton Pittsburgh. H.R. 2175, ap-
proved August 5, was assigned Public Law No.
107–207.

Remarks Announcing the White
House Conference on Missing,
Exploited, and Runaway Children
August 6, 2002

Good morning. We’re gathered here today
because we share a profound concern for the
safety of the most precious and important
people in our own lives and the life of our
country, our children.
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After the terror of September the 11th,
many parents throughout America found
themselves holding their children more
closely. Unfortunately, as we work to help
our children feel safer by fighting terror,
America’s children and parents are also fac-
ing a wave of horrible violence from twisted
criminals in our own communities. During
recent months, we have prayed and worried
with parents as their children have been kid-
naped and, in some cases, murdered. The
kidnaping or murder of a child is every par-
ent’s worst nightmare.

Today I call on all Federal and State and
local law enforcement agencies and our com-
munities and our citizens to work together
to do everything in our power to better pro-
tect our children.

I appreciate so very much the Attorney
General, John Ashcroft, for his work on this
issue. I appreciate Secretary Rod Paige at the
Department of Education, who is working
with us on this issue. The FBI has provided
investigators, agents to the scenes of these
horrible crimes as quickly as humanly pos-
sible, so I appreciate Director Mueller and
his agents.

I want to thank Ernie Allen, who is the
president and chief executive officer of the
National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children. As well, I want to thank Carolyn
Atwell-Davis, who is the government rela-
tions liaison for the Center. These are two
fine human beings who care deeply about
our children and are making a positive dif-
ference in the lives for a lot of families and
a lot of communities around America.

The most recent statistics available tell a
terrible story. More than 58,000 children are
abducted by non-family-members annually.
Many of these children are returned home
quickly, but some are not. Federal, State, and
local law enforcement agencies work every
day to find these missing children and to
punish severely those who have committed
crimes against them.

Today we’re taking steps to focus on pre-
venting crimes against children before they
happen. The Department of Justice will re-
lease a handbook of simple and practical
steps that parents can take to make their chil-
dren safer.

One of the most important things that a
mom or dad can do is talk to your children
very specifically and rehearse what they can
say and do if they ever feel threatened. You
should teach your children how to say no and
how to trust their instincts. For example,
children should know that unfamiliar adults
usually would not ask them for directions or
help. Such a request might be a trick to get
their attention and, of course, to lure them
away from safety.

The handbook also has practical advice to
help families and communities make their
homes and their schools and their neighbor-
hoods safer. Children should know a safe
place to seek help if they are approached by
a stranger on their way to school or if they’re
standing at a bus stop.

We developed these guidelines with the
help of Federal agencies and, of course, with
the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. And they’re available at the
Center’s Web site, www.missingkids.com. If
a mom or a dad wants to learn more today
about how to protect his or her child, go to
the Web site, www.missingkids.com, and
learn some practical advice and some useful
tips. The Department of Education will dis-
tribute the handbook to every public and pri-
vate school in the country, and that’s why
our Secretary of Education is here. I urge
the families to get these recommendations
and to discuss the important safety tips with
their children.

Next month we will convene a White
House Conference on Missing, Exploited,
and Runaway Children. This forum will bring
together leading national experts to focus on
ways parents and communities can help
shield children from the harm that is being
done to some today. Recent child abductions
have understandably left many of our fami-
lies in fear, and the most productive response
is to improve the safety of your child’s envi-
ronment, on the best information and the
best advice. Through this conference, we’ll
provide that advice.

Our Nation has come to know the names
and faces of too many wonderful children be-
cause they’ve been the victims of despicable
acts of violence, children like Danielle van
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Dam and Samantha Runnion. But in our sor-
row, we are reminded of the incredible abil-
ity of all Americans to support one another
in times of need and in times of crisis.
Danielle’s mother, Brenda, recently ex-
changed words of comfort with Samantha’s
mother, Erin, and here’s what she said: ‘‘We
had a conversation, mother to mother, about
our daughters, our pain, and also our hope
that Danielle and Samantha are dancing to-
gether in heaven.’’

No family should ever have to endure the
terrible pain of losing a child. Our Nation
grieves with every family that has suffered
unbearable loss, and our Nation will fight the
threats against our children. We can take
hopeful and practical steps to improve our
children’s safety, and we will take those steps
together.

Thank you all very much. May God con-
tinue to protect America’s children. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on Signing the
Trade Act of 2002
August 6, 2002

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Welcome to the people’s
house as we celebrate a victory for the Amer-
ican economy. Last week, the United States
Congress passed trade promotion authority
and renewed and expanded the Andean
Trade Preference Act.

Trade is an important source of good jobs
for our workers and a source of higher
growth for our economy. Trade is an impor-
tant source of earnings for our farmers and
for our factories. It creates new opportunities
for our entrepreneurs. Trade expands
choices for America’s consumers and raises
living standards for our families. And now,
after 8 years, America is back in the business
of promoting open trade to build our pros-
perity and to spur economic growth.

I appreciate so very much Vice President
Cheney’s hard work on this issue. I appre-
ciate Colin Powell and Ann Veneman, who
ably serve in my Cabinet. I want to particu-
larly thank Don Evans, who’s not with us,

and Bob Zoellick, members of my Cabinet
who both worked tirelessly to get the vote
in the House and then in the Senate, and
I appreciate Elaine Chao as well. These Cab-
inet Secretaries worked hard for trade. They
understand the promise of trade, and I ap-
preciate their hard work on behalf of Amer-
ican workers and farmers.

I particularly want to thank the Members
of Congress who are here with us, starting
with the chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, the Senator from Montana, Max
Baucus. Max did fantastic work to get this
trade bill through the Senate, and was then
able to work with Chairman Thomas.
[Laughter] Chairman Thomas was heroic in
the House. He was steadfast in his support
for trade, and I appreciate his leadership on
this issue. And I want to thank both Members
of the United States Congress, one Demo-
crat, one Republican, who put their country
ahead of their parties to do what was right
for the people of this country. You two de-
serve a lot of congratulations. I want to thank
Senator Hatch, who was a conferee and a
member of the Finance Committee. Thanks
for coming, Senator. I want to thank my fel-
low Texan Tom DeLay, the best vote-counter
in the history of the United States Congress.
[Laughter] After all, he was able to triple—
[laughter]—the vote margin on final passage.
I appreciate so very much Cal Dooley and
a guy I call ‘‘Jeff,’’ William Jefferson, Con-
gressmen from California and Louisiana, and
I want to thank them for their work as well.
They led the Democrats in the House of
Representatives, many of whom are here
today, to do what’s right for our country. And
again, I appreciate your leadership, and I ap-
preciate your work, and I appreciate your
help.

I want to thank Embajadora A-Baki from
Ecuador. I want to thank you for coming.
I also want to thank Carlos Alzamora from
Peru and all the other ambassadors who are
here. I want to appreciate you—appreciate
your hard work on sending the message of
trade to Members of our Congress. I want
to thank you for your diligence, and I want
to thank your Presidents for their care and
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concern about this incredibly important ini-
tiative, not only for Americans but for work-
ers all around the world. Thank you all for
coming.

With trade promotion authority, the trade
agreements I negotiate will have an up-or-
down vote in Congress, giving other coun-
tries the confidence to negotiate with us.
Five Presidents before me had this advan-
tage, but since the authority elapsed in 1994,
other nations and regions have pursued new
trade agreements while America’s trade pol-
icy was stuck in park. With each passing day,
America has lost trading opportunities and
the jobs and earnings that go with them.
Starting now, America is back at the bar-
gaining table in full force.

I will use trade promotion authority ag-
gressively to create more good jobs for Amer-
ican workers, more exports for American
farmers, and higher living standards for
American families. Free trade has a proven
track record for spurring growth and advanc-
ing opportunity for our working families. Ex-
ports accounted for roughly one-quarter of
all U.S. economic growth in the 1990s. Jobs
in exporting plants pay wages that are up to
18 percent higher than jobs in nonexporting
plants. And our two major trade agreements,
NAFTA and the Uruguay Round, have cre-
ated more choices and lower prices for con-
sumers while raising standards of living for
the typical American family of four by $2,000
a year.

America will build on this record of suc-
cess. A completely free global market for ag-
ricultural products, for example, would result
in gains of as much as $13 billion a year for
American farmers and consumers. Lowering
global trade barriers on all products and serv-
ices by even one-third could boost the U.S.
economy by $177 billion a year and raise liv-
ing standards for the average family by
$2,500 annually. In other words, trade is
good for the American people, and I’m going
to use the trade promotion authority to bring
these benefits to the American people.

Free trade is also a proven strategy for
building global prosperity and adding to the
momentum of political freedom. Trade is an
engine of economic growth. It uses the
power of markets to meet the needs of the
poor. In our lifetime, trade has helped lift

millions of people and whole nations and en-
tire regions out of poverty and put them on
the path to prosperity. History shows that as
nations become more prosperous, their citi-
zens will demand and then can—and can af-
ford a cleaner environment. And greater
freedom for commerce across the borders
eventually leads to greater freedom for citi-
zens within the borders.

The members of the diplomatic corps with
us today understand the importance of free
trade to their nations’ success. They under-
stand that trade is an enemy of poverty and
a friend of liberty. I want to thank the ambas-
sadors for their role in getting this bill passed,
especially the Andean ambassadors, who are
such strong advocates for the Andean Trade
Preference Act. By providing trade pref-
erence for products from four Andean de-
mocracies, we will build prosperity, reduce
poverty, strengthen democracy, and fight il-
legal drugs with expanding economic oppor-
tunity.

Trade promotion authority gives the
United States an important tool to break
down trade barriers with all countries. We’ll
move quickly to build free trade relationships
with individual nations, such as Chile and
Singapore and Morocco. We’ll explore free
trade relationships with others, such as Aus-
tralia. The United States will negotiate a Free
Trade Area of the Americas and pursue re-
gional agreements with the nations of Central
America and the Southern African Customs
Union. We’ll move forward globally, working
with all nations to make the negotiations
begun last year in Doha a success. A little
more than a week ago, the United States put
forward a far-reaching proposal to lower
worldwide agricultural trade barriers. These
innovative set of ideas can lead to real
progress in this challenging area.

Trade gives all nations the hope of sharing
in the great economic and social and political
progress of our age. And trade will give
American workers the hope that comes from
better and higher paying jobs. America’s
committed to building a world that trades in
freedom and grows in prosperity and liberty.
Today we have the tools to pursue that vision,
and I look forward to the work ahead.

And now it’s my honor and pleasure to sign
into law the Trade Act of 2002.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Ambassadors to the United States
Ivonne A-Baki of Ecuador and Carlos Alzamora
Traverso of Peru. H.R. 3009, approved August 6,
was assigned Public Law No. 107–210.

Remarks at Madison Central High
School in Madison, Mississippi
August 7, 2002

Thanks for a warm welcome. Thanks for
having me. It’s true, Congressman, I did
bring Laura her coffee this morning. [Laugh-
ter] The only thing that was different from
the past is, I brought it to her in Crawford,
Texas. [Laughter] I have moved my office
to Crawford, and I’m so honored my first
stop after having moved my office to
Crawford is in the great State of Mississippi.

I want to thank you all for coming. I want
to talk about three important goals for our
country: one, win the war on terror; two, to
protect the homeland; and three, to make
it clear we will not rest until we have eco-
nomic security for everybody who lives in
America.

That’s a goal shared by the Mississippians
for Economic Progress, and I want to thank
them for hosting me today. I appreciate you
all coming. I also want to thank the Congress-
man for introducing me. I also appreciate so
very much two fine—I mean fine—United
States Senators from the great State of Mis-
sissippi who are here, and that’s, of course,
Thad Cochran and the man I call Leader,
Trent Lott.

I want to thank very much Ronnie Shows
for being here. Congressman, thank you for
coming. I’m honored you’re here. I appre-
ciate it. And I want to thank Roger Wicker,
another member of the Mississippi congres-
sional delegation, for coming. We’ve got
Congressmen everywhere. [Laughter]

But there’s one special former Congress-
man with us. It’s a man—when I’m in Wash-
ington, I go to church right across the street
from the White House, and this fellow always
saves me a pew—a spot in the pew. He’s
been a great friend of my family’s. He’s a
great friend of Mississippi. He is the name-
sake of the Montgomery Institute in Merid-
ian, Mississippi, and that’s Sonny Mont-

gomery. [Applause] It looks like they still re-
member you, Sonny—[laughter]—and love
you, just like I do.

I want to thank members of the statehouse
for coming. The Governor kindly came out
to greet me today, and I’m thankful for the
Governor for being there. I want to thank
the Lieutenant Governor, Governor Tuck,
for coming today. I want to appreciate the
State senator, Travis Little, and all the other
members of the statehouse who are here. It
makes me feel welcome for you to come and
to greet me. I thank you from the bottom
of my heart.

I also want to thank the mayors who are
here. Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler of Madi-
son is here. I want to thank you, Madam
Mayor, for coming. And Mayor Gene
McGee, the mayor of Ridgeland, Mississippi,
is here.

David Allen is the vice chairman of the
Mississippians for Economic Progress, who
gathered you all up. And I want to thank you,
David, and your group for supporting this
event.

I want to thank J. Reeves, who is the prin-
cipal of the Madison Central High School,
for having us. I want to thank the Madison
High band. Listen, you all were great when
you serenaded us coming in. [Laughter] I
tried to pop out of the limousine—[laugh-
ter]—to say thanks, but it was moving a little
too fast. [Laughter] But I do want to thank
you all. The principal was telling me you’re
an award-winning band, and I so much ap-
preciate the fact that you played. Unfortu-
nately, most band members are in the over-
flow room, so if you’re listening, thanks. I
also want to thank Mike Kent, who is the
Madison County superintendent of edu-
cation.

I want to thank the folks who I just met
with, Mississippi citizens from all walks of
life who expressed their concerns to me on
a variety of issues. And I’ll be discussing
some of those issues. I met with some of the
kindest, most decent doctors you can possibly
imagine who are with us today, people who
love their communities, love their profession,
are deeply concerned about the future of
medicine in this State.

I met WorldCom employees who no
longer have work, who are disillusioned, like
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me and others, about the corporate fraud
which is taking place in our country. I met
with small-business owners who long to have
an environment that will allow them to flour-
ish. So I want to thank them for coming. I’m
going to talk more about some of the issues
around these participants. But you’ve got
some fine folks in this State, and they took
time to visit and share their frustrations with
me. I want to thank them all for coming
today, very much.

I also want to welcome Star Wallin here.
One of the things I love to do as I travel
the country is to meet soldiers in the armies
of compassion, people who have heard the
call to love a neighbor just like they’d like
to be loved themselves; people who don’t
wait for a President to say, ‘‘You will go love
somebody,’’ or Congress to pass a law; people
who understand that part of being an Amer-
ican is to serve your community by helping
people in need.

Star is here. She’s the founder of what’s
called Project CARE, Compassion in Action
creates a Ripple Effect for positive change.
The unusual thing about Star is, she’s 18
years old. She has—that’s not unusual;
there’s a lot of 18-year-olds. [Laughter] What
is unusual is, is that she is signing up people
who went to her school to help people in
need. As a result of her vision and her work
and her compassion, 300 elementary school
students were mentored by upperclassmen.
The 300 benefited, as did the mentors. As
a result of her vision, she has rallied people
to feed the needy, to provide furniture for
those who want. She has helped restore play-
grounds on public schools. As a result of her
vision, her community is better. She has set
a fabulous example. Star, thank you for being
here, and thank you for what you do. And
I want to thank your family for being here
as well. They did a pretty darn good job of
raising you.

My most important job as the President
of this country is to protect the homeland.
My most important job is to rally our govern-
ments to do everything humanly possible to
prevent the enemy from taking innocent life
again. That job goes on because the enemy
still exists, an enemy that hates freedom and
therefore hates America; people who can’t
stand the thought that we worship freely in

this country, and therefore hate us; cold-
blooded killers who don’t value life the way
we value life. And so they’re still a threat
to the homeland. There is still a threat that
they might attack us again. And therefore,
you need to know that your Government is
doing everything humanly possible. A lot of
fine folks are working overtime doing every-
thing humanly possible to run down every
hint, every lead, every piece of evidence to
protect the homeland.

I got to Washington, and after being there
for a while, I took a look at the homeland
security apparatus there in the Nation’s Cap-
ital. There are over 100 different agencies
involved with homeland security. As I like
to say, they’re scattered everywhere. And if
they’re scattered everywhere, it makes it hard
to hold people accountable. And we need ac-
countability all throughout Government—
nothing more important, though, than to
have accountability when it comes to pro-
tecting the homeland. I felt like, having taken
a look at the situation, that in order to set
the number one priority of all those agencies
as the protection of the homeland, they need-
ed to be under one agency, one Cabinet offi-
cer. And so I proposed to the country, to
the Congress, that we have a Department of
Homeland Security that will be in charge—
enforcing our borders. Listen, we need to
know who’s coming in the country, what
they’re bringing in the country, why they’re
coming into the country, and, if they’re leav-
ing, when they’re supposed to be leaving the
country.

We need to work with our courageous
first-responders, the firefighters and the po-
lice and the EMS teams, all across our coun-
try to prepare—prepare as best as we pos-
sibly can for emergency. We need to be pre-
pared to respond to a terrorism attack using
weapons of mass destruction. We need to
better coordinate intelligence. We get intel-
ligence gathered here and there, and we
need somebody to analyze this, to address
the vulnerabilities—assess the vulnerabilities
so that we can address them to make the
homeland more secure. That’s a major task
of the Office of Homeland Security.

This isn’t a Republican issue, folks. This
isn’t a Democrat issue. This is an American
issue. This is what we need to do. We need
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to leave a legacy behind. And when we create
the Department, we’ve got to do it right. See,
we’re trying to leave a legacy not only for
future Presidents but future Congress, so
they can deal with the true threats of the
21st century. We’re in a different era here.

And you need to know that I’m not inter-
ested in having to try to run a clumsy, slow-
moving bureaucracy, that when we fashion
a new Department, we must be able to react.
We’ve got to be able to put the right people
in the right job at the right time, without
a thick book of rules that have little to do
with protecting the American people.

The number one priority of this agency
must be the protection of the people, as op-
posed to representing narrow political inter-
ests. I want to thank the Members of the
House of Representatives who heard that
message, who put their political turf aside
and focused on the American people. Now
the Senate must hear the message. These two
Senators have heard the message, and I want
to thank them for their leadership—I want
to thank them for their leadership. The lead-
ership of the Senate must focus on what’s
best for America, not what’s best on narrow
interests, and get a bill to my desk that will
enable me to say to the American people,
‘‘We’re doing everything we can to protect
the homeland.’’

The best way to protect the homeland in
the long run is to hunt the killers down, one
by one, and bring them to justice, which is
what we’re going to do. This is a different
kind of war. The leaders hide in caves and
send youngsters to their death. But there’s
no cave deep enough, no cave dark enough
for an America, a resolved America, that
loves our freedom. And so no matter how
long it takes, no matter what the cost might
be, for the sake of our freedom and for the
sake of our children and our children’s chil-
dren, we’re going to hunt them down. These
are nothing but international criminals, and
they’re going to be treated as international
criminals.

And we’re making good progress. We real-
ly are. It’s hard to tell it sometimes, because
as we make progress, sometimes it doesn’t
get on your cable channel. [Laughter] But
you need to know we’re making progress.
We’ve hauled in or captured—and I say

‘‘we;’’ we’ve got a mighty coalition of coun-
tries from around the world that love free-
dom just like we love freedom, and they un-
derstand the true threats that we face. And
we’ve captured over 2,000 of them in a pretty
quick period of time. Another group of them,
just about the same number, weren’t quite
as lucky.

But we’ve got a lot of work to do. I want
the youngsters here, the high school students
here, to know that we seek—we don’t seek
revenge; we seek justice. And when we go
into a country, we do so not to conquer but
to liberate. There are young girls going to
school in Afghanistan for the first time,
thanks to the mighty Government—mighty
United States military and our friends and
allies. And that’s important for you to re-
member.

We face threats because we love freedom.
Al Qaida represents threats, and we’re deal-
ing with them. There are countries which
harbor and develop weapons of mass destruc-
tion, countries run by people who poison
their own people, countries whose leadership
has got a terrible record when it comes to
valuing life, particularly inside their own
country. And these are real threats, and we
owe it to our children to deal with these
threats.

I will promise you that I am—will be pa-
tient and deliberate, that we will continue
to consult with Congress, and of course, we’ll
consult with our friends and allies. We will
discuss these threats in real terms. And I will
explore all options and all tools at my dis-
posal, diplomacy, international pressure, per-
haps the military. But it’s important for my
fellow citizens to know that as we see threats
evolving, we will deal with them. We must
deal with them. History has called us into
action. We love freedom, and we’ll deal with
the threats that could eventually hurt our
freedoms.

I’ve asked for the biggest increase in de-
fense spending since Ronald Reagan was the
President for two reasons. One, any time we
commit our troops into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, the best
equipment possible. And two, the defense
budget sends a signal to our friends, allies,
and to the enemy that we’re in this for the
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long haul, that we love our freedom so much
that we’re in it for the long pull.

I appreciate the fact that the House of
Representatives has passed the defense ap-
propriations bill and the Senate has passed
a defense appropriations bill. But taking care
of our military must be the first order of busi-
ness when Congress returns back to Wash-
ington. We owe the military every tool they
need and every dollar it takes to win this war.
And therefore, I call upon the leadership of
the Congress to resolve, quickly resolve the
differences between the House appropria-
tions bill for defense and the Senate appro-
priations bill for defense and get that bill to
my desk first thing when they get back so
I can sign it.

I’m going to continue to work to build the
economics—the foundations for economic
security for our people. And I believe the
foundation is strong. Listen, our economy is
growing. It’s getting better. Inflation is low.
The great news—and I’m not surprised at
this—is that worker productivity is increasing
dramatically. I’m not surprised because I
know the American people. I know that the
true strength of the country is our people.
But listen, so long as anybody is looking for
work and can’t find work, I think we’ve got
a problem. When somebody is out there who
says, ‘‘I want to work and can’t find a job,’’
we need to do something about it. Look, the
role of Government is not to create wealth
but an environment in which the economy
can grow. Everybody here knows this: We’re
not going to tax our way to prosperity; we
won’t regulate our way to prosperity; we cer-
tainly won’t litigate our way to prosperity.
What we need to do is—what we need to
do is to always ask the question, ‘‘How do
we increase job growth and honest enter-
prise—and honest enterprise?’’

When I took office, our economy was be-
ginning a recession. That’s what the facts
have shown. Then our economy was hit by
terrorists. Then our economy was hit by cor-
porate scandals. But I’m certain of this: We
won’t let fear undermine our economy, and
we’re not going to let fraud undermine it ei-
ther.

I appreciate the work of both Republicans
and Democrats to pass the biggest corporate
reforms since Franklin Roosevelt was the

President. And I had the honor of signing
that and working with members of both par-
ties to get this bill done. We’re going to make
sure the books are honest, the numbers are
real, the auditors are audited, and the crimi-
nals are punished. And the task force I put
together is beginning to make progress.
They’re investigating, arresting, and will soon
be prosecuting those who have betrayed the
trust of employee and shareholder alike. For
corporate leaders found guilty of fraud and
theft, there will be no more easy money, just
hard time.

And here in Mississippi, you know what
I’m talking about. You know what it means
to be let down by shady corporate practices.
Two of the good folks with whom I met ear-
lier today had been let down by shady cor-
porate practices. They lost their jobs and a
good portion of their retirement funds be-
cause there was corporate malfeasance. They
were cooking the books. They weren’t open
and honest. People who dedicate their lives
to building the company who hired them de-
serve better, not only here in Mississippi but
all over the country. People who invested in
a local company because of State pride de-
serve better. By raising the standards of con-
duct in corporate America, we’re going to
protect the jobs. By holding people account-
able, we’ll protect jobs and, as importantly,
retirement security all across the country.

And speaking about that, we’ve got to do
more to protect worker pensions. Right now
too many workers are locked into plans that
force them to hold a large portion of their
accounts in their company stock. There are
a lot of plans that won’t let people diversify,
and that’s not right. I believe workers ought
to be able to diversify after 3 years in their
company’s plan. I think we ought to trust
workers with their own money. Right now
workers get an update every year. They ought
to get updates every 3 months on their plan.
They should be able to get sound investment
advice. After all, it’s their money.

I proposed these reforms months ago. The
House acted. The Senate hasn’t. The Senate
leadership, those who are running the Senate
now, ought to bring these worker reforms
forward. They ought to get this pension re-
form bill up and to my desk as soon as they
get back from their vacations. And I’m not
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talking about the Senate leaders here on the
front row, either. [Laughter]

Here in Mississippi you’re learning a hard
lesson, that one of the biggest obstacles to
growth is the lawsuit industry. That’s one in-
dustry we don’t want to see grow. Junk and
frivolous lawsuits can ruin an honest busi-
ness. Listen, small business is the backbone
of our society. Most new jobs are created by
small business. And when you have junk and
frivolous lawsuits that could completely wipe
out a small business hanging over the heads
of small-business people, it doesn’t help. It
hurts economic vitality and economic growth,
and you’ve got to understand that.

And in this State, the lawsuit industry is
devastating the practice of medicine. And
people around the country understand this
is happening here. They’re getting the mes-
sage that the fastest growing industry is the
lawsuit industry. Too many frivolous lawsuits
in this State are being filed against doctors.
That’s a fact. And too many jury awards are
out of control. You’ve got too many of your
doctors that are being forced to settle cases
for large amounts of money even when they
haven’t committed an error. And that’s not
right, because you know who it hurts? It
hurts the people; it hurts the people of Mis-
sissippi. It causes medicine, the cost of medi-
cine, to go up, and that means people have
to pay more money out of their pocket—all
people. You may not think so, but it’s a hid-
den cost of your health care bill.

You know what else it does? Because pre-
miums go up, or liabilities are threatening—
lawsuits are threatening doctors—I mean,
some of the docs can’t get insurance cov-
erage, which means they no longer want to
provide care. And that hurts people too. Not
only does excessive lawsuits cause your bill
to go up, it makes it awfully hard for people
in some parts of your State to even get med-
ical care. And that’s a crime, and that’s a
shame.

And that’s a problem here in Mississippi
and in other States too. I just met with some
Mississippi doctors. These are people that
love their communities and care deeply for
their patients. But they are practicing their
medicine in the face of hostile legal environ-
ments. These are good docs who can’t get
liability insurance or—giving up their spe-

cialties or leaving their practices to go some-
where else. It’s estimated by some that this
great State could lose 10 percent of your phy-
sicians this year, unless you do something
about it.

I want to tell you about Dr. Kooyer. He’s
sitting right out there. He and his wife went
to Rolling Fork, Mississippi, in the heart of
the Delta. They did because, as he said, he
felt a Christian calling to care for children,
children who need help. That’s what he
heard. Not only did he have skills, he’s got
a heart. But because of frivolous lawsuits, be-
cause every time he turns the corner some-
body might sue him, and because of his rising
liability insurance premiums, he’s leaving
your State. He doesn’t want to leave your
State. He loves Mississippi. He loves helping
those who need help. He loves being a pedia-
trician, and so does his wife, but he’s had
it. And so he’s leaving, which means there
will be no pediatrician in that county in Mis-
sissippi. And that’s a shame. Lawsuits are
driving them out of your State. It’s hurting
people. It’s not hurting big institutions, it’s
hurting the people.

Dr. Frothingham—you talk about a man
with a heart. You think Kooyer has got a
heart? Wait until you hear Frothingham.
[Laughter] He’s a great Mississippian, grew
up here, thought he might try to live in South
Carolina, realized what he was missing, came
back to Mississippi. [Laughter] He’s a neuro-
surgeon. He talked with deep compassion
about a man who suffered a trauma, a fellow
he was with—Johnny was with us today. He’s
a guy who understands that practicing medi-
cine is more than just technology. It’s con-
cern and care. They’re running him out of
business. There’s too many frivolous lawsuits.
And that hurts the State, and it hurts the
country. It hurts people.

Jill Mahaffey says she got lucky. She and
her husband are here. They live in the Delta
too. She got lucky. She heard she’s pregnant.
She’s getting there, getting ready. She goes
to the doctor. He says, ‘‘I’ve got to leave’’—
ob-gyn getting ready to leave because of law-
suits, because of the threats, because even
if you’re a doctor who practices good medi-
cine, you’re going to get sued in this State
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and in other States. Believe this or not, fortu-
nately, she was getting toxic, and the doc in-
duced labor before he quit his practice. She
says she was lucky. And she was.

But these human stories, these stories of
people going without or could go without
have got to end in this country. And it’s not
just in Mississippi. There are other States
being affected by the lawsuit industry. And
we need to do something about it. This State
needs to do something about it, and so does
Washington, DC, need to do something
about these frivolous lawsuits.

Well, some say, ‘‘That’s not a Federal
issue. Here you are in Mississippi. You’re
talking about Mississippi’s problem. Leave it
in Mississippi.’’ That’s a Federal issue. I’ll tell
you why. If you agree with me that these
junk lawsuits run up the cost of medicine,
then it becomes a Federal issue when you
realize all the dollars we spend on Medicare.
It’s a Federal issue when you think about
all the money we spend on Medicaid to help
people. It’s a Federal issue when you think
about all the veterans hospitals around the
country.

No, it’s a Federal issue, and it’s time for
the Congress to pass a minimum Federal
standard which says this: one, if you’re hurt,
you ought to have your day in court, and you
ought to be able to recover full economic
damages—no problem about that, everybody
agrees with that. If you get hurt, you ought
to be able to go to your court, the courthouse,
and be treated—you ought to get fair com-
pensation for your economic damages. But
we cannot have unlimited noneconomic
damages and punitive damages drive health
care away from the people. So I strongly sup-
port and I urge Congress to have reasonable
Federal limits on noneconomic damages—
$250,000 is reasonable. I think we ought to
have a cap on punitive damages. I think we
ought to have joint and several liability re-
form. And I know we ought to allow doctors
and folks who work in hospitals to be able
to evaluate practice, to be able to analyze
best practices on behalf of the patients with-
out fear of a frivolous or junk lawsuit. It’s
time for Congress to act. It’s time. This liabil-
ity system of ours should serve patients, not
trial lawyers.

There’s more we can do, and I look for-
ward to working with Congress to make sure
economic security is solid in America. You
know, I believe that when you let a man or
a woman keep more of his or her own money,
it means he or she is going to demand a good
or a service. And when they demand a good
or a service, somebody is going to produce
the good and service. And when somebody
produces the good and service, somebody is
likely to expand the job base. That’s the
school of economic thought I come from.
And that’s why I worked closely with then-
Leader Lott and Speaker Hastert and people
from both parties to pass a significant tax re-
duction on behalf of the American people.
This tax reduction was well-timed. When you
look at the fact that our economy was now—
as we found out—in recession when I took
office, it’s well-timed. When people have
more of their own money, it’s how you fight
a recession. And that was important.

But interestingly enough, as a result of a
quirk in the law of the Senate, these tax re-
forms, these tax reductions—not only income
tax reductions but significantly reducing the
marriage penalty and repealing the death
tax—all those go away, all those reductions,
after 10 years. For the sake of economic vital-
ity, for the sake of allowing people to plan,
for the sake of small businesses and farmers
and ranchers all across the country, we need
to make the tax reductions permanent.

We need to make sure that construction
projects go forward. After September the
11th, about $8 billion worth of construction
projects were delayed or killed because peo-
ple couldn’t get lending, couldn’t get com-
mercial property financing for the lack of ter-
rorism insurance. The Congress needs to act
on this issue. For the sake of the hardhats
here in America, for the good, hard-working
people in Mississippi that are building
bridges and commercial projects, for the peo-
ple’s sake—blue-collar workers all across
America—we need to get a terrorism insur-
ance bill that will provide some surety so that
these commercial projects can go forward,
so that our construction workers will be back
to work. It’s time for the House and the Sen-
ate to reconcile its differences, and as you
do so, make sure that you keep the workers
in mind and not the lawyers.
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So I wanted to come to Mississippi to talk
to you about our Nation’s priorities. And I
want to thank you for giving me a chance
to come. I want to tell you how I feel about
the country and its future. You’re looking at
an optimist. There is no problem we can’t
solve in this country. I believe out of the evil
done to America is going to come some in-
credible good. I say that with certainty be-
cause the strength of the country is the
American people. The American people have
got great hearts, great resolve, great compas-
sion, and great determination.

This country is going to lead the world to
peace. No, I know all the war rhetoric, but
it’s all aimed at achieving peace. That’s my
dream. I want there to be peace for genera-
tions of Americans. I want there to be peace
for generations of Israelis and Palestinians,
peace in South Asia. And by being strong
and determined, by speaking clearly about
good and evil, by being patient and resolved,
I believe that we can help lead the world
to peace.

And here at home—and here at home, we
can lead, all of us can lead our country to
a more compassionate future. There are
pockets of despair in America. There are
pockets of addiction and hopelessness. So
long as one of us suffers, all of us suffers,
as far as I’m concerned. And yet, I fully un-
derstand the limitations of Government. We
can hand out money in Washington, DC, but
we can’t put hope in people’s hearts or a
sense of purpose in people’s lives. I wish I
knew the law that would say, ‘‘We will all
love each other.’’ Lott would sponsor it. I’d
sign it. [Laughter] There is no Government
law; there’s a universal law; there’s a higher
law. And that’s really the strength of Amer-
ica.

People have heard that call. People say,
‘‘What can I do to help after September the
11th?’’ I’ve said, ‘‘Love your neighbor.’’ If
you want to help, mentor a child. If you want
to help, go see a shut-in and tell them you
love them. If you want to help, feed the hun-
gry. Build a house with Habitat. Run a Boy
Scout troop or Girl Scout troop. If you want
to help, just tell somebody, ‘‘I care for you.
I hope you—I hope if you’ve got a problem,
you come and call on me.’’

You see, America can be saved one heart,
one soul, one conscience at a time. One per-
son can’t do everything, I know that. The task
seems large, but one person can do some-
thing. I’m asking you to be that one person
doing something to help make your commu-
nity and Mississippi and our Nation a place
of hope, a place of decency, a place of com-
passion for every citizen who is fortunate
enough to be an American.

No, the enemy hit us. They hit us, but they
didn’t know who they were hitting. Oh, they
probably thought we’d file a lawsuit or two.
[Laughter] But they hit a nation that loves
freedom, and we’ll defend our freedoms.
They also found out about our heart, that
out of the evil done to America will come
incredible good, because we’re the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
school’s gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to Representative Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’ Pickering
of Mississippi; and Gov. Ronnie Musgrove and Lt.
Gov. Amy Tuck of Mississippi. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Representative Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’
Pickering in Jackson, Mississippi
August 7, 2002

Thank you. Well, Chip, thank you very
much. It’s nice to be back here to Mississippi.
I did bring Laura her coffee this morning.
[Laughter] I don’t want to put any pressure
on Trent. [Laughter] But the good news is
it was in Crawford, Texas. [Laughter]

I want to thank you for having me. I’m
not going to stay for lunch; I’m going to head
on home. I’ve changed addresses for a brief
moment. I took my office from Washington
to Crawford. I look forward to spending some
time outside of our Nation’s Capital. And I’m
honored that the first place that I’ve come
to since I’ve moved my office was the great
State of Mississippi. It’s wonderful to be back
here again. Laura and I have got a lot of
friends here, and we appreciate our friends.

I want to thank you all for coming to help
Chip. I’m here today because I want to make
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it as clear as I possibly can: You need to send
Chip Pickering back to the United States
House of Representatives. And I want to
thank you all for helping. I want to thank
you for contributing not only your money but
your time. I know many of you are involved
with grassroots politics, and that’s good.
That’s how you win, is to invigorate the grass-
roots, like this man is doing. So I want to
thank you not only for what you have done,
but what you’re going to do—which is to man
the phones and put up the signs and turn
out the vote. I like to put it this way: When
you find a good one, you’ve got to keep him.
And you’ve got a good one in Chip Pickering.

And he’s got a fine family. I want to thank
Leisha for her dedication to the Pickering
family. I don’t know where all the ones in
the red shirts are, but they were at the last
place I was. Those Pickering boys kept com-
ing, one after another. [Laughter] But I love
a man who loves his family, and Chip loves
his family. I also want to thank Margaret Ann
Pickering for being here, Chip’s mom.

And I want to say something as clearly as
I can about why we need to control the
United States Senate. I put a good man up,
named Judge Pickering, for a higher court.
And the people who control the Senate ma-
ligned this good man’s character. They didn’t
treat him right. It’s not good for America to
have this kind of politics—take a good person
and not treat him well, not give him the ben-
efit of the doubt. We need to change the
United States Senate, so that we end this
kind of politics on the judiciary and allow
good people, good, honorable judges, to
serve our Nation. The Senate did wrong by
Judge Pickering. I did right by naming him
to the bench.

And he has no better friends in the Senate
than Thad Cochran and Trent Lott, and I
appreciate their leadership. I want to thank
Thad and Trent for their friendship. When
it comes to Mississippi, those men are pretty
good about making the Mississippi case; you
just need to know that. [Laughter]

One of my favorite things to do—I’m an
early morning guy; I get to the White House
early. And I love to take Barney out on the
South Lawn. He’s a Scottish terrier. The
Lotts, Tricia and Trent, they love Scottish
terriers. And I bring Spot there to the Oval

Office. Spot was born at the White House,
so she’s quite used to being in the Oval Office
and respects the new rug. [Laughter] And
I get there early in the morning. One of my
favorite things to do is to call up Trent—
he’s not an early morning guy—[laughter]—
and share with him my Barney stories.
[Laughter] But you’re well represented by
these two fine men. They’re doing a great
job for Mississippi, and they’re doing a great
job for America too.

And it’s great to see Tricia, great to see
Tricia. Laura and Tricia are fast friends, and
I look forward to telling Laura today when
I get back home that I got to see her buddy
Tricia, Tricia Lott.

I also want to thank Congressman Roger
Wicker. He, too, has done a fine job. He and
Chip make a pretty darn good pair for the
people of Mississippi. I want to thank Clinton
LeSueur for running for the United States
Congress. Where are you, Clinton? Go get
them; I wish you all the best.

I appreciate so very much my friend G.V.
Sonny Montgomery for being here, Sonny
Montgomery. Sonny is a long-time friend of
my family’s. We’re really proud to call him
friend. He was a fabulous Congressman for
the State of Mississippi. When I’m town
there in Washington, I go to church right
across the street. Sonny always reserves me
a spot in the pew there. But I forgot to say
in the earlier rally, he also puts a couple of
dollars in the plate on my behalf. [Laughter]
I’m running up quite a debt to Sonny.
[Laughter] Keep giving, Sonny, and one of
these days I’m going to pay you back.
[Laughter] Oh, we’re even now? Okay, good.
[Laughter] But anyway, it’s great to see
Sonny.

It’s great to see Haley Barbour here, the
former RNC Chairman, a man who loves
Mississippi and has never left. I want to thank
Phil Bryant, who is the Mississippi State
auditor. Phil, thank you for being here; ap-
preciate you being here, sir. And Dick Hall,
the Mississippi transportation commissioner,
is here with us as well. Thank you, Dick.

I want to thank Jim Herring, who is the
chairman of the mighty Republican Party of
Mississippi. And Cindy Phillips, national
committeewoman, I want to thank her for
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coming too. Thank you, Cindy; good to see
you.

I appreciate so very much you all coming
to help Chip. It’s important Denny Hastert
remain the Speaker of the House. Equally
important, it’s important that you’re rep-
resented by this good man. He is what we
call an up-and-comer. He’s a star today; he’s
going to be a bigger star tomorrow, because
he’s a man of principle. See, he doesn’t get
up there and kind of try to wag his finger
to figure out which way the wind is blowing.
He stands on principle, and he stands strong
on those principles. He believes in faith and
family and Mississippi, in that order.

Before September the 11th, he was for a
strong military, just like a lot of folks in Mis-
sissippi believe in a strong military. That was
good, because after September the 11th, we
needed a strong military. He’s going to work
with me to make sure that our military budg-
ets are sound.

He’s a fellow who believes in educating
every child—every child. We passed a good
piece of legislation. Interestingly enough, it’s
called the No Child Left Behind legislation.
I mean that, by the way, and so does Chip—
no child left behind. The principles behind
that bill are pretty simple and easy to under-
stand. First, you’ve got to set high standards.
See, if you believe certain children can’t
learn, certain children won’t learn. So you’ve
got to insist upon high standards. There’s a
Federal role for insisting upon high standards
because we spend a lot of money helping
people, helping States. So we expect the best.
We believe every child can learn.

And if you believe every child can learn,
then you ought to insist that we measure,
to see whether every child is learning. If you
believe every child can learn, therefore we
ought to know whether that’s the case. If you
believe certain children can’t learn, then
don’t bother to measure. But if you believe
every child can learn, and if you’re taking
Federal money, the bill we passed says, show
us—it’s not a Federal Government test—you
in Mississippi show us whether or not chil-
dren are learning to read and write and add
and subtract.

And if they are, they’ll be praise for the
teachers. See, we believe in local control of
schools. There will be praise for those who

have insisted upon excellence for every child.
But if you can’t show us, then you need to
change. The reason why we insist upon ac-
countability is not to punish but to save lives.
It is not to say, ‘‘These people are bad.’’ It’s
to say, ‘‘What you’re doing isn’t working.’’ We
insist that every child in America learn, and
nobody should be left behind.

I appreciate Chip’s support and vision
about economic security. The role of Govern-
ment is not to create wealth. The role of Gov-
ernment is to create an environment in which
the entrepreneur can flourish, in which small
businesses can grow to be big businesses, in
which people feel confident about expanding
the job base, so people can find work. The
foundations for economic growth are strong
in America. Inflation is low. Monetary policy
is good. Productivity is up. There is growth
in our economy. But so long as somebody
who wants to find work can’t find work, I
think we have a problem and need to con-
tinue to work on policies that will encourage
economic growth. And Chip understands
that.

You know, when I came into office, we
were beginning a recession. I remember the
Vice President saying that clearly. And imme-
diately the world in Washington start wag-
ging their finger at him, and it turns out he
was right. The numbers, the statistics have
shown that for the first three quarters of my
Presidency, we were in recession. It was dur-
ing that period that I argued for a tax cut
for the American people. See, in times of
recession, it’s important to let people keep
their own money. And when they keep their
own money, they’re going to demand some
good or service. And by demanding a good
or a service, somebody will produce the good
and service, which means jobs. That’s what
that means.

I want to appreciate Chip’s support of the
tax relief plan. Those tax cuts were well-
timed. And by the way, inherent in the tax
relief is not just a reduction of rates on in-
come taxes; it’s a small-business vitality pro-
gram, because most small businesses are sole
proprietors, or most small businesses are lim-
ited partnerships, and they pay taxes at the
individual rate. And thereby, dropping indi-
vidual rates, you’ve stimulated small-business
growth.
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We’ve also slashed the marriage penalty
and have done a—gone a long way toward
repealing the death tax, which is punitive on
Mississippi farmers and ranchers and small-
business owners. I say ‘‘gone a long way’’ be-
cause, because of a quirk in the Senate law,
after 10 years those tax relief packages revert
back to where they were. And so one way
to continue to set the foundation for eco-
nomic growth is to have certainty in the Tax
Code. Therefore, it’s important for Mis-
sissippi to send somebody to Washington
who understands that, who is willing to join
me in making sure the tax relief package we
passed in the midst of a recession are perma-
nent. I call upon Congress to make the tax
cuts permanent so the American people can
plan and grow.

I understand full well what has happened
here in Mississippi and in other communities
when they have been deceived by corporate
wrongdoing. Today I met with two ladies who
worked for WorldCom here in Mississippi.
They had their savings invested in the com-
pany. They no longer work for the company.
They’re disillusioned, and they should be.
They should be disillusioned. Anybody—any-
time anybody abuses their positions of au-
thority by hedging numbers, that’s not
right—by not being open and honest, par-
ticularly when a shareholder or employee is
relying upon you. Chip understands that. The
Congress understood that. They passed good
laws. And this administration is going to in-
vestigate; we will arrest; and we will pros-
ecute those who betray the trust of the Amer-
ican people and their shareholders and em-
ployees of American companies.

Today I came to Mississippi to talk about
liability reform. I’m worried about what the
frivolous lawsuits have done to the health
care systems across America. There is a Fed-
eral responsibility when it comes to health
care. After all, we write checks for Medicare.
Chip talked about prescription drugs for
Medicare. We need a prescription drug pro-
gram for the seniors. We need a modern
Medicare system. But we also spend a lot
of money. And these frivolous lawsuits run
up the cost of Medicare, and they run up
the cost of Medicaid, and they run up the
cost of veterans programs. It’s a Federal re-
sponsibility. And so for the sake of controlling

health care costs, we need medical liability
reform at the Federal level.

I worry about health care systems, not only
where the costs are high but where people
have trouble finding health care they need.
We heard from stories today about ob-gy—
or pediatricians in the Delta. One fellow
came, named Kooyer, Dr. Kooyer. He came
down to Mississippi because, as he said, his
Christian calling asked him to come down,
told him to come down to help people in
need. There’s a pediatrician in some of the
poorest counties in America wanting to pro-
vide health care for people in need, and he’s
leaving your State because the lawsuits are
driving him out of the State. You need to
do something about it here in Mississippi,
and we need to do something about it in
Washington, DC. And Chip Pickering under-
stands that.

No, I appreciate Chip. I appreciate his atti-
tude. I hope Mississippi rejects the politics
of putting people in one class or another and
pitting them against each other. That’s not
how you get ahead in a society. We’ve got
too much of that in Washington. And one
of the reasons, one of the objectives I’ve got
is to get rid of that kind of politics, of saying,
you know, ‘‘If you’re in this group or that
group, you’re either no good, or we’re going
to make you fight in order to get ahead.’’
That is not good for the country. Chip is a
unifier; he’s not a divider. He sets the right
tone, as far as I’m concerned. And that’s the
kind of tone that will make you proud when
you send him back to Washington, DC.

I look forward to working with Congress
when we get back, particularly the Senate,
to make sure this Department of Homeland
Security that I proposed is set up right. I
say that because our number one priority
now is to make sure that the enemy doesn’t
hit us again. And they’re out there, by the
way. These are people that hate America be-
cause we love freedom. They hate what we
stand for. They hate the fact that we worship
freely, that all religions are welcome here in
America. They hate that. They hate the fact
that we speak our mind. They hate the fact
that we have good political discourse. They
hate everything we stand for, and so there-
fore, they’re going to keep coming.
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And my job and the job of the Congress
is to work together to do everything we can
to protect our homeland. It’s to make sure
that we do everything we can to get our agen-
cies cooperating, make sure that the agencies
involved with homeland security, of which
there’s over 100, have as their number one
priority the protection of the American peo-
ple. And so I said, ‘‘Why don’t we put them
all under a single Department of Homeland
Security?’’ Look, I recognize I wasn’t the guy
that ran for office and said, ‘‘Vote for me.
I’m for bigger Government.’’ I did say I want
to make Government work better. And I
think this will make Government work bet-
ter.

And the House of Representatives passed
a good piece of legislation which will allow
our administration, or the next administra-
tion or the next administration after that, to
put the right people in the right place at the
right time in order to protect the homeland.
And I will not accept a bill that hamstrings
the capacity of an administration to do that.
And the Senate just needs to know—and I
appreciate Senator Lott and Senator Coch-
ran’s support on this issue—that we will con-
tinue to argue for what’s best for the Amer-
ican people, not what’s best for either polit-
ical turf or special interest groups in Wash-
ington, DC. The protection of the people is
more important than setting up so many bu-
reaucratic rules that we won’t be able to pro-
tect the people. And so I look forward to
getting a good bill out of the Senate and a
bill on my desk.

In the meantime, I hope you realize that
there are a lot of people working hard to pro-
tect our homeland. We’re doing a better job
of sharing information. We’re running down
every lead, every hint. Every time we find
out that somebody might be thinking about
doing something to America, we’re reacting.
And there’s a lot of good people reacting on
our behalf. And I want to thank you for that,
and I want to assure you that we take every
possible hint seriously. We do.

I also want to tell you that I know the best
way to protect the homeland is to find the
killers and bring them to justice. We must
hunt them down, one by one, to secure
America, and we will. It’s a different kind
of war. I know you know that. The American

people have come to understand that, that
the first war of the 21st century is different
from the previous wars. In the past, we would
follow infantries and formations of aircraft
and fleets of ships across oceans. We would
know where they were, and we’d watch
whether or not battlefields were taken or not.
Now we’re fighting individuals who hide in
caves and send youngsters to their death.
We’re fighting people that move money
around surreptitiously and attack by means
of terror. That’s who we’re fighting. But it’s
still a war. We fight for freedom. Just like
the previous wars we fought for freedom, we
fight for freedom now, which means that we
have to think differently about how we fight
the war.

The first stage of any war is to make certain
doctrines clear. One doctrine we made clear,
and we’re continuing to make clear, is, no
matter what the cost, we defend freedom in
America. That’s why I submitted a significant
budget—a defense budget, the biggest since
Ronald Reagan, because I understand the
price of freedom is high. But it’s not too high,
as far as I’m concerned. Anytime we put our
uniformed folks into harm’s way, they de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and the
best possible equipment. It also is a signal,
by the way—the size of the defense bill is
a signal that says, we’re in this for the long
run. I like to remind people, there’s not a
calendar on my desk. Senator Lott will tell
you, or Senator Cochran who’s been in the
office, there’s not a calendar in the Oval Of-
fice that says, oh, by such-and-such a date,
we’re through, that we’ll all go home. That’s
not the way it is when it comes to defending
freedom and winning the first war of the 21st
century. We’re relentless, and we’re deter-
mined.

And so the first doctrine is, no matter what
the cost to defend our freedoms, we’ll pay
it. The second doctrine is, if you harbor a
terrorist, or if you feed a terrorist, you’re just
as guilty as the terrorists.

And the Taliban learned now what we
meant. The Taliban found out what we
meant. And I want you all to remind your
youngsters who are here, or remind your
youngsters if they’re not here, that their Gov-
ernment sent our military into Afghanistan
not to conquer a people but to free a people,
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* White House correction.

to free people from the clutches of a barbaric
regime which would not even educate young
girls. And so for the first time in Afghanistan,
many young girls get to go to school, thanks
to the United States and our coalition.

The other doctrine is, is that either you’re
with us and those of us who love freedom,
or you’re with the enemy. And that doctrine
still holds too. We’ve put together a vast coa-
lition of people that understand the stakes,
and the coalition still is strong. I mean, we’re
trying to disrupt money. We’re sharing intel-
ligence. We’ve hauled in over 2,000 people—
2,000 of these killers. Another 2,000 or more
haven’t been as lucky.

The other day, the Government of Gloria
Arroyo in the Philippines went after the Abu
Sayyaf * group. It looks like the head of that
group met his demise. That’s the group, by
the way, that had captured American mis-
sionaries; the husband of a wonderful lady
named Gracia Burnham was killed. Either
you’re with us, or you’re with the enemy. The
Philippines and other countries around the
world are denying sanctuary to these killers.
We’ve got them on the run. We’re going to
keep them on the run.

As well, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or you’re
with the enemy’’ also applies to nations which
harbor weapons of mass destruction; nations
which have got abysmal human rights record
at home, at their own homes; nations which
have not been able to live at peace with their
neighbors; nations which would use those
weapons of mass destruction to either de-
stroy and/or blackmail the United States and
our friends and allies.

I’m a patient person. I’ve got a—we’ve got
a lot of tools at our disposal. I believe in con-
sultation with Congress. I believe in consulta-
tion with our friends and allies. But those
who have talked to me know that history has
called us to this moment. For the sake of
our children and our grandchildren, we can’t
let the world’s worst leaders blackmail and
threaten the United States with the world’s
worst weapons.

[At this point, there was a gap in the audio
feed.]

—is going to come some good. I love to spec-
ulate about what was going through the en-
emy’s mind. What were they thinking when
they hit America? They must have thought
that we were so materialistic or self-absorbed
or shallow or so worried about our own pros-
perity, our own individual wealth, that we
were unwilling to serve something greater
than ourself in life; that when the enemy hit,
we would just kind of make noise and do
nothing about it. They didn’t understand the
character of the American people. I do.
That’s why I can predict with confidence that
out of the evil done to America will come
some good.

I know this Nation. I know our heart. I
know our determination. I know our resolve.
I firmly believe that by remaining strong in
the face of terror and by remaining com-
mitted to the human values that we hold
dear, that we can achieve peace in parts of
the world that may have given up on peace.
I believe we can lead others to realize that
peace is possible and peace can happen and
peace will happen in the Middle East or in
South Asia. And I believe we can achieve the
peace we dream for, for our children and
our children’s children.

I also know at home that out of the evil
done to America can come some incredible
good, because I’ve seen the spirit of America.
I saw it when I saw the coal miners that were
rescued in Pennsylvania. I see it firsthand ev-
erywhere I go. I saw it today with a child
who came out—18-year-old girl who came
out to the airport to greet me, who upon her
own initiative signed up her classmates to
mentor children in need and fed the home-
less, fed the hungry. I saw her in action. I
saw her love, and I saw her compassion. It
didn’t require an act of Government to get
her to love a neighbor like she’d like to be
loved herself. She felt the spirit, and she felt
the call.

And that’s happening all across America.
That’s what this Nation is made out of. There
are thousands of people all across this coun-
try who reach out to a child and say, ‘‘What
can I do to make sure you understand that
America is meant for you?’’ You see, our soci-
ety can change and will change, one heart,
one soul, one person at a time. And people
say, ‘‘Well, I can’t do everything.’’ But you
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can do something. You can do something to
make the community in which you live a bet-
ter place.

And that’s why I’m such a believer in the
Faith-Based Initiative. Government
shouldn’t discriminate against faith. Govern-
ment should welcome faith, the power—the
power of faith, whether it comes through the
Christian church, through Judaism, or
through Islam, can change people’s lives for
the better. And we must welcome that faith
in our society.

I started running for office in Texas be-
cause I was hopeful to be a part of a cultural
change in America, a change from a culture
which had said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go
ahead and do it, and if you’ve got a problem,
blame somebody else.’’ I believe the culture
is shifting in America. People are beginning
to understand that serving something other
than yourself is an important part of being
an American.

And perhaps the most vivid example of
that came on Flight 93. Average citizens were
flying across the country that fateful day.
They heard their airplane was going to be
used as a weapon, perhaps against the Cap-
itol or against the White House, certainly
against innocent Americans. They said a
prayer. They told their loved ones goodbye.
One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and they drove
the plane in the ground. It is a signal, a sym-
bol of what it means to be an American, of
serving something greater than yourself in
life. No, out of the evil done to America is
going to come some incredible good, because
we’re the greatest nation, full of the finest
people, on the face of the Earth.

Thank you all for coming. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Hilton Jackson and Con-
vention Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Representative Pickering’s wife, Leisha, and his
father, Charles W. Pickering, Sr.; Senator Trent
Lott and his wife, Tricia; Clinton B. LeSueur, can-
didate for Mississippi’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict; and Star Wallin, founder, Project CARE.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary did not include the complete remarks
of the President due to a gap in the audio feed
from the event. Representative Pickering is a can-
didate for reelection in Mississippi’s Third Con-
gressional District.

Memorandum on Waiver of
Restrictions on Assistance to Russia
Under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of
the FREEDOM Support Act
August 7, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–27

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance to
Russia under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the
FREEDOM Support Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 302 of the 2002 Supplemental Appro-
priations Act for Further Recovery from and
Response to Terrorist Attacks on the United
States (Public Law 107–206), I hereby certify
that waiving the restrictions contained in sub-
section (d) of 22 U.S.C. 5952 and in section
502 of the FREEDOM Support Act (Public
Law 102–511) with respect to the Russian
Federation is important to the national secu-
rity interests of the United States.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification to the Congress and to
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
August 7, 2002.

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 8.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives on Emergency
Funding for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
August 7, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public

Law 107–116, the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002,
I hereby request and make available appro-
priations of $100 million for the Low Income
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Home Energy Assistance Program of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.
These funds will enable the Department to
address the needs of low-income households
in 33 States and the District of Columbia ex-
periencing hotter than normal weather con-
ditions.

I designate the $100 million made avail-
able today as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, as amended. The details of this ac-
tion are set forth in the enclosed letter from
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget. I concur with his comments and
observations.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on August 8.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in
Colombia
August 8, 2002

On behalf of the people of the United
States, I offer sympathy and condolences to
the families of those murdered and to those
injured by the terrorists in Colombia. I con-
demn these heinous acts. The terrorists in
Colombia have made their goals clear: to kill
the aspirations of the Colombian people for
a free, prosperous, and democratic state.
Through violence against innocents, the ter-
rorists seek the destruction of the democrat-
ically elected Government of Colombia. The
United States stands with the people of Co-
lombia in their struggle against terror, and
we support President Uribe’s efforts to bring
the murderers to justice.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

August 3
In the afternoon, the President traveled

from the Bush family home on Walker’s
Point in Kennebunkport, ME, to Prout’s
Neck, ME. Later, he returned to
Kennebunkport.

August 5
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. Later, he traveled
to Pittsburgh, PA, where, upon his arrival at
Pittsburgh International Airport, he met with
volunteers from the Jumpstart tutoring pro-
gram. He then traveled to Green Tree, PA,
where, at the Green Tree Volunteer Fire De-
partment, he met privately with nine coal
miners rescued from a flooded mine in Som-
erset, PA, on July 28, and members of their
families. Later, he returned to Pittsburgh.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC. Later, in the White
House, he met with the National Security
Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maura Ann Harty to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Michael Gibson and Leon Owens as
members of the Advisory Board on Radiation
and Worker Health.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the Brown v. Board of Education 50th An-
niversary Commission: Charles Henry
Toliver IV; Daniel Dale Holt; Joseph Arm-
strong DeLaine, Jr.; Lacy Bennett Ward, Jr.;
Haywood Patrick Swygert; Littleton Purnell
Mitchell; Jesse Milan, Sr.; Josephine Angela
Robertson; Carolyn Nichelle Sawyer; and
Benjamin William Robertson.

August 6
In the morning, the President traveled to

Bethesda, MD, where he had his annual
physical examination at Bethesda National
Naval Medical Center. Later, he returned to
Washington, DC.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX. While en
route aboard Air Force One, he had intel-
ligence briefings. He also had a telephone
conversation with President Jorge Batlle of
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Uruguay to express support for economic re-
covery efforts in Uruguay.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Thomas Dorr as Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Rural Development.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Thomas Dorr as a member of
the Board of Directors of the Commodity
Credit Corporation.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Cheryl Halpern as a member
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Suzanne Marshall as Chairman
of the Merit Systems Protection Board.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of William Scott Railton as a
member of the Occupational Safety and
Health Review Commission.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Al Casey as a member of the
U.S. Postal Service Board of Governors.

The President announced the recess ap-
pointment of Tony Hammond as a member
of the Postal Rate Commission.

August 7
In the morning, the President traveled to

Jackson, MS. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had intelligence briefings.
Upon his arrival in Jackson, he met with 18-
year-old Star Wallin, founder of the Project
CARE volunteer organization. He then trav-
eled to Madison, MS, where he participated
in a roundtable discussion in the art lab at
Madison Central High School on the national
economy, medical liability, protecting work-
ers’ pensions, and other issues. Later, he re-
turned to Jackson.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX.

The President declared a major disaster in
the Northern Mariana Islands and ordered
Federal aid to supplement Commonwealth
and local recovery efforts in the area struck
by Typhoon Chata’an on July 4–5.

August 9
In the morning, the President had a video-

conference with national security advisers.
Later, he had telephone conversations with
economic advisers.

The President announced his intention to
designate Julie Nixon Eisenhower as Chair-
man of the President’s Commission on White
House Fellowships.

The President announced his intention to
designate Vance D. Coffman as Chairman of
the President’s National Security Tele-
communications Advisory Committee.

The President announced his intention to
designate F. Duane Ackerman as Vice Chair-
man of the President’s National Security
Telecommunications Advisory Committee.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released August 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy
Press Secretary Claire Buchan

Fact sheet: Committed to Keeping America’s
Children Safe

Released August 6

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal
Deputy Press Secretary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 1209 and S.J.
Res. 13

Released August 7

Transcript of a press gaggle by Principal
Deputy Press Secretary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to the Northern Mariana Islands
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Transcript of remarks by the Vice President
to the Commonwealth Club in San Fran-
cisco, CA

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved August 5

H.R. 2175 / Public Law 107–207
Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of 2002

Approved August 6

H.R. 1209 / Public Law 107–208
Child Status Protection Act

S.J. Res. 13 / Public Law 107–209
Conferring honorary citizenship of the
United States posthumously on Marie Joseph
Paul Yves Roche Gilbert du Motier, the Mar-
quis de Lafayette

H.R. 3009 / Public Law 107–210
Trade Act of 2002
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