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* White House correction.

transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 16 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement Announcing the United
States Delegation to the World
Summit on Sustainable Development
August 19, 2002

I am pleased to announce that Secretary
of State Colin Powell will lead the American
delegation to the World Summit on Sustain-
able Development, to be held in Johannes-
burg, South Africa from August 26 through
September 4.

Secretary Powell will be joined by Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency Administrator
Christie Todd Whitman, Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality James
Connaughton, U.S. Agency for International
Development Administrator Andrew
Natsios, and Under Secretary of State Paula
Dobriansky.

The World Summit has a unique oppor-
tunity to advance the new approach to devel-
opment that I embraced with other national
leaders at the Monterrey Conference on Fi-
nancing for Development this past March. *
This new approach is based on shared ac-
countability among developed and devel-
oping nations.

The United States is a leader in creating
more effective ways to combat poverty and
raise standards of living, recognizing that
progress begins with sound domestic policies
that promote good governance, investment
in people, and economic freedom. The U.S.
delegation will come to Johannesburg with
concrete and practical proposals for strong
and lasting partnerships to advance some of
the world’s key development priorities—
clean water, modern energy, good health,
and productive agriculture—that can lead us
to a world without poverty. Poverty remains
a huge and urgent global problem that de-
mands action by the entire world community.
We will stand together in Johannesburg to
bring our full support to this important bat-
tle.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
August 20, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with section 620C(c) of the

Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
I am providing a report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on progress toward a negotiated
solution of the Cyprus question covering the
period June 1, 2002, through July 31, 2002.
The previous submission covered events
from April 1, 2002, through May 31, 2002.

Direct talks on the island between Greek
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turkish
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue
under United Nations auspices, although the
leaders failed to meet their stated objective
of a comprehensive settlement by June 2002.
As in past reporting periods, Special Cyprus
Coordinator Thomas G. Weston and U.S.
Ambassador to Cyprus Donald K. Bandler
provided diplomatic support to the process.
The United States remains committed to the
United Nations effort to find a just and last-
ing settlement to the Cyprus problem.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 21.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Secretary of Defense and an
Exchange With Reporters in
Crawford, Texas
August 21, 2002

Defense Budget and Planning
The President. Well, good morning. I’m

pleased to welcome Secretary Rumsfeld and
General Myers and members of his staff here
to Crawford to discuss some important
issues, issues that relate to the security of
the American people.

We spent time talking about missile de-
fense. The progress that our Nation is making
after our withdrawal from the ABM Treaty
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has been—is impressive, that the Secretary
and his planners are thinking through how
best to spend the R&D money so that we
can better protect ourselves and our friends
and allies from the true threats of the 21st
century.

And I appreciated the briefing, Mr. Sec-
retary. I thought it was illuminating. The
American people need to know that the Pen-
tagon is forward thinking, is aggressive in its
approach to developing systems that will
more likely be able to respond to what we’re
going to face.

Secondly, we talked about contingency
plans. One of the jobs of the military is to
constantly be thinking about how to respond
to an issue should it arise. And I appreciate
so very much the Secretary’s thinking on that.

And thirdly, we talked about trans-
formation issues, how best to make the mili-
tary conform to the threats we face, other
than missile defense. What weapons systems,
what strategy should be employed? How do
we make our services more joint in nature?

The Secretary rightly pointed out that, in
the past, the service chiefs would come with
their particular wish list, but there wasn’t
much coordination as to whether or not a
weapons system in the Navy could—would
work jointly with the Army, for example. And
Secretary Rumsfeld and his team have done
a really good job of beginning to shape the
philosophy—a new philosophy in the Pen-
tagon.

And it was right here in the Governor’s
House—we call this the Governor’s House,
by the way—was where he first briefed me
on transformation plans nearly a year ago,
and he’s back to bring me up to date on the
progress that the Pentagon is making. And
we’re making good progress.

The American people need to know that
our Secretary of Defense is willing to think
differently about how to structure our mili-
tary and is also willing to work with the Joint
Staff, people in the Pentagon, to get them
to think differently. It’s not an easy task, but
he can be a stubborn guy. But he’s got a
vision that is positive for the country.

Mr. Secretary, would you like to say a few
words? And then we might answer questions.
I want to learn how you answer questions.

They tell me you’re quite good at it. [Laugh-
ter]

Secretary Rumsfeld. Well, thank you,
Mr. President. We were here last year about
this time, had an opportunity to discuss with
you and get some guidance as to the period
ahead. We’ve benefited from that, and we’re
back to give you a good report and to gain
additional guidance for the period coming
forward.

We’re, of course, working on the budget
bill for the 2004 to 2009 period, even though
the 2003 budget is still pending before the
Congress. So we have to get that process
going. And I felt that we had a very good
chance today to discuss missile defense and
the important programs that we have going
forward for transformation.

The cold, hard fact is that the United
States lives in a very different security envi-
ronment today in this 21st century than we
did prior to September 11th. We have the
task in the Department of Defense of seeing
that we’re able to provide the kind of defense
capabilities and deterrents that will enable
our country to contribute to peace and sta-
bility and to protect the American people.

And that means we have got to shift this
Department and see that we have the kinds
of capabilities that fit for the challenges and
the threats that exist in the 21st century. It’s
a big job, but we’ve got a good team of peo-
ple, and we’re working hard on it, and we
thank you for your support.

The President. You’re probably won-
dering why the Secretary is wearing a suit.
Would you like to explain why you’re wearing
a suit?

Secretary Rumsfeld. I don’t have any
sport clothes. [Laughter]

The President. He’s going to Fort Hood
to talk to our troops, to thank them for their
service, and Mr. Secretary, I appreciate—
yes?

Regime Change in Iraq
Q. Sir, after you’ve studied today the mili-

tary capabilities of the United States and
looking ahead to future threats, one thing
that has to factor in is the growing number
of U.S. allies, Russia, Germany, Bahrain, now
Canada, who say that if you go to war with
Saddam, you’re going to go alone.
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Does the American military have the capa-
bility to prosecute this war alone?

The President. Well, look, if you’re ask-
ing—are you asking about Iraq? The subject
didn’t come up in this meeting.

But having said that, we take all threats
seriously, and we will continue to consult
with our friends and allies.

I know there is this kind of intense specu-
lation that seems to be going on, a kind of
a—I don’t know how you would describe it.
It’s kind of a churning——

Secretary Rumsfeld. Frenzy.
The President. Frenzy is how the Sec-

retary would describe it. But the subject
didn’t come up.

We will obviously continue to consult with
our friends and allies. Your question makes
certain assumptions that may or may not be
true. But we will continue to talk with our—
with the people concerned about peace and
how to secure the peace, and those are need-
ed consultations.

Not only will we consult with friends and
allies, we’ll consult with Members of Con-
gress.

Yes, Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News].
Secretary Rumsfeld. Could I just add a

comment there, Mr. President? I think it’s
worth noting on that particular subject that
the President of the United States and the
Secretary of State and our country has put
together a coalition that stretches across the
entire globe that is addressing the problem
of the global war on terrorism. It is 80 or
90 countries. There are 37 or 38 down in
Tampa, Florida, with liaison officers. We
have, at any given time, 18, 20, a couple
dozen of countries involved in Afghanistan,
participating.

The coalition that is working on the global
war on terrorism that the President and the
Secretary have put together is broad; it’s
deep; it’s impressive; and it is in fact what
is helping the forward progress that we’re
achieving, the traction we’re getting with re-
spect to dealing with the terrible—terribly
difficult problem of global terrorist networks.

Q. Still, many of those are now saying that
they won’t take the war against terror into
Iraq. What do you do about that?

Secretary Rumsfeld. The President has
not asked them to.

Q. Sir, if I could follow up?
The President. Please do.
Q. General Franks today——
The President. We’re in the giving spirit

here.
Q. Thank you, sir.
The President. General Franks today?
Q. He has said that he is drawing up war

plans to provide you with credible options.
Now, should the American people conclude
from that that you’re reaching some critical
point, that a decision is imminent?

The President. First of all, in the midst
of the frenzy—[laughter]—I want you to
note that General Franks is not here. General
Franks is doing his job. And one of the jobs
that the Secretary of Defense has tasked to
members of his general staff is to prepare
for all contingencies, whether it be in the
particular country that you seem to be riv-
eted on, or any other country, for that matter.

We face a—the world is not stable. The
world changes. There are—this terrorist net-
work is global in nature, and they may strike
anywhere. And therefore, we’ve got to be
prepared to use our military and all the other
assets at our disposal in a way to keep the
peace. So General Franks is doing what the
Secretary has asked.

Would you like to comment on that?
Secretary Rumsfeld. I would. As the

President indicated, one of the things we dis-
cussed here today was the contingency plan-
ning guidance that he signed. I then meet
with all of the combatant commanders for
every area of responsibility across the globe.
I do it on a regular basis. We go over all
the conceivable contingencies that could
occur.

So General Franks, as well as every other
combatant commander—I met, I think, with-
in the last 30 days, with at least three of them
on various types of contingency plans in to-
tally different parts of the world. That’s my
job. That’s their job, is to see that we have
the ability to protect the American people
and deal effectively on behalf of our friends
and our allies and our deployed forces.

So it is their task to work with me and
ultimately with the President as the chain of
command goes from the Commander in
Chief, the President of the United States, to
me, to the combatant commanders. And
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they’re doing exactly what I’ve asked them
to do and what the President has asked me
to do.

The President. Heidi, Bloomberg [Heidi
Przybyla, Bloomberg News].

National Missile Defense
Q. Now that you’re out of the ABM Trea-

ty, can you talk a little bit about what type
of testing you’d like to do on missile defense,
what kind of testing we’ll see soon?

Secretary Rumsfeld. Sure, we’re doing it
all the time. We’re testing a layered program
which involves a terminal phase, mid-course,
as well as boost phase. It is a—a program
that will become layered. It will start out as
a testbed and then evolve over time.

We’ve had some very good successes with
both short-range missiles as well as longer
range missiles, intercepting them. And I feel
very good about the program. General Ron
Kadish is doing a superb job for the country.

Q. When do you expect there will be the
kind of missile defense shield that you’d like
to see?

Secretary Rumsfeld. You see, that’s not
knowable. And first of all, the word ‘‘shield,’’
we don’t use. The program that we’re design-
ing—I thought you said ‘‘shield.’’ Oh, you
didn’t?

Q. No.
Secretary Rumsfeld. Excuse me.
Q. Just kidding. [Laughter]
Secretary Rumsfeld. The wind——
The President. You thought ‘‘shield.’’
Secretary Rumsfeld. Yes, I thought

‘‘shield.’’
We think of it as a capability that would

be broad and be able to deal with relatively
limited numbers of ballistic missiles and also
shorter range—medium and shorter range
missiles. And the shorter range defenses are
more advanced.

In terms of how long it would take, it’s
something that really is not knowable, be-
cause you’re in the research, development,
and testing phase. And as that continues to
succeed and be—to work out, we then will
put things in place, and they will evolve over
a period of time.

The President. Yes, I think the other
thing that you should note is that the Sec-
retary is—and his team are briefing our

friends and allies about progress we’re mak-
ing. That’s one of the things I said when we
withdrew from the ABM Treaty, that we
would consult with our friends and allies, and
we are. And I appreciate those consultations.
I think it’s very important for people to see
what is possible as we—as we make the world
more secure through our research and devel-
opment.

Yes.

Abu Nidal
Q. Mr. President, Abu Nidal—can we

have your reaction to reports of his death?
The President. Well, first of all, no ter-

rorist can hide forever. Secondly, it’s—I
found it interesting that they said he com-
mitted suicide with four bullet heads—four
bullet wounds to the head. And so I’m not
exactly sure how he died. We just have to
wait and make sure, in fact, he did die.

But the point is, is that when the world
puts their mind to fighting terror, we can rout
out these terrorists. And some of them will
be able to hide longer than others, and some
of them will be able to survive longer than
others. But this country will continue to lead
the coalition that the Secretary of Defense
talked about, to hunt them down one by one.
And that’s a positive development.

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters], don’t
worry about the suit here on the Ranch.

Q. Sorry, I saw the Secretary——
Secretary Rumsfeld. You look good.

Regime Change in Iraq
Q. I borrowed your clothes. [Laughter]
Considering how much discussion has

been going on recently about Saddam, do
you feel a need to get out there and make
a case for toppling him? And if so, do you
feel a need to do it before Election Day?

The President. Well, Adam, what I need
to do is to continue to, as we call it, consult
with people who share our interests to make
the world a safer place, and I will do so. The
American people know my position, and that
is, is that regime change is in the interests
of the world. How we achieve that is a matter
of consultation and deliberative—delibera-
tion, which I do; I’m a deliberate person.

I say it in my speeches, which you fortu-
nately don’t have to cover, that I’m a patient
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man. And when I say I’m a patient man, I
mean I’m a patient man, and that we will
look at all options, and we will consider all
technologies available to us and diplomacy
and intelligence.

But one thing is for certain, is that this
administration agrees that Saddam Hussein
is a threat, and he will be—that’s a part of
our thinking. And that hasn’t changed.

Nothing he has done has convinced me—
I’m confident the Secretary of Defense—that
he is the kind of fellow that is willing to forgo
weapons of mass destruction, is willing to be
a peaceful neighbor, that is—will honor the
people—the Iraqi people of all stripes, will—
values human life. He hasn’t convinced me,
nor has he convinced my administration.

Listen, thank you all for coming out on
a windy, hot day.

Fine looking boots, Martha [Martha Brant,
Newsweek].

Q. Thank you, sir. [Laughter]
The President. I expect to see you barrel

riding here at the Crawford——
Q. Waiting for the invitation.
The President. That’s good.
Thank you all very much. See you tomor-

row on the plane.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. outside
the Governor’s House at the Bush Ranch. In his
remarks, he referred to President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq. A reporter referred to Palestinian
terrorist Abu Nidal, who was reportedly found
dead in his apartment in Baghdad, Iraq, on August
19.

Exchange With Reporters During a
Tour of the Squire Peak Fire Area in
Ruch, Oregon
August 22, 2002

Healthy Forests Initiative
Q. Mr. President, if I may, your proposal

to thin out the forest a little bit—some critics
say it might cause a drastic increase in com-
mercial logging. What do you say——

The President. What the critics need to
do is come and stand right where I stand.
It’s—what the critics need to do is come and
see firsthand the effects of bad forest policy.
That’s what they need to come and see. And
by the way, there’s nothing wrong with peo-

ple being able to earn a living off of effective
forest management. There are a lot of people
in this part of the State that can’t find work
because we don’t properly manage our for-
ests. And this is the second fire site I’ve been
to this summer, and it’s the same story. Had
we properly managed our forests, the devas-
tation cause would not nearly—have been
nearly as severe as it has been. And it’s a
crying shame.

You heard the man say that when a forest
like this burns, there’s more likely to be dis-
ease. The beetles will come and start—we’ve
got to do a better job. And that’s why I’m
here. I’m going to talk about how the admin-
istration can move, and I’m going to call upon
Congress to enact some reasonable legisla-
tion to make sure we better manage our for-
est, so these guys aren’t having to fight fires
every year—particularly, one of the biggest
we’ve seen in a long time, the Biscuit fire.
And the point is, is that we can prevent fire
by good sound practice.

[At this point, the tour continued.]

President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan
Q. Mr. President, do you have any reaction

to President Musharraf’s rewriting of the
Pakistani Constitution?

The President. My reaction about Presi-
dent Musharraf—he’s still tight with us on
the war against terror, and that’s what I ap-
preciate. He’s a—he understands that we’ve
got to keep Al Qaida on the run and that,
by keeping him on the run, it’s more likely
we will bring him to justice. And I appreciate
his strong support.

Obviously, to the extent that our friends
promote democracy, it’s important. We will
continue to work with our friends and allies
to promote democracy, give people a chance
to express their opinions the proper way.
And—so we’ll stay in touch with President
Musharraf in more ways than one.

Q. Mr. President——
The President. Yes.

Healthy Forests Initiative
Q. ——back to the fire. Do we have

enough money in the Federal coffer to pay
for all the things needed throughout the
West?
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