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Memorandum on Classified 
Information Concerning the Air 
Force’s Operating Location Near 
Groom Lake, Nevada 

September 13, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–30

Memorandum for the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Secretary of the Air Force

Subject: Classified Information Concerning 
the Air Force’s Operating Location Near 
Groom Lake, Nevada

I find that it is in the paramount interest 
of the United States to exempt the United 
States Air Force’s operating location near 
Groom Lake, Nevada, the subject of litiga-
tion in Kasza v. Browner (D. Nev. CV–S–
94–795–PMP) and Frost v. Perry (D. Nev. 
CV–S–94–714–PMP), from any applicable 
requirement for the disclosure to unauthor-
ized persons of classified information con-
cerning that operating location. Therefore, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), I hereby ex-
empt the Air Force’s operating location near 
Groom Lake, Nevada, from any Federal, 
State, interstate or local provision respecting 
control and abatement of solid waste or haz-
ardous waste disposal that would require the 
disclosure of classified information con-
cerning the operating location to any unau-
thorized person. This exemption shall be ef-
fective for the full one-year statutory period. 

Nothing herein is intended to: (a) imply 
that in the absence of such a Presidential ex-
emption, the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act (RCRA) or any other provision 
of law permits or requires disclosure of classi-
fied information to unauthorized persons; or 
(b) limit the applicability or enforcement of 
any requirement of law applicable to the Air 
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake, 
Nevada, except those provisions, if any, that 
would require the disclosure of classified in-
formation. 

The Secretary of the Air Force is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 18.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on 
Telecommunications Payments to 
Cuba 
September 17, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the 

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amended 
by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and 
Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 
1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I transmit here-
with a semiannual report prepared by my Ad-
ministration detailing payments made to 
Cuba by United States persons as a result 
of the provision of telecommunications serv-
ices pursuant to Department of the Treasury 
specific licenses. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 17, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 18.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 18, 2002

The President. Listen, I want to thank the 
Vice President and the leadership of the 
Congress for coming down for breakfast 
today. We had a really good discussion about 
our common concerns. The leadership is 
committed to moving important legislation 
forward, legislation that will help expand our 
job base. We talked about the energy bill. 
We talked about terrorism insurance. We 
talked about the defense appropriations. We 
talked about the appropriations process. 

We also talked about Iraq. We talked 
about the fact that Saddam Hussein has 
stiffed the United Nations for 11 long years 
and that, once again, he said—made some 
kind of statement, trying to take the pressure 
off of himself. This statement about uncondi-
tional inspections was something he’s made 
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in the past. He deceives. He delays. He de-
nies. And the United States and, I’m con-
vinced, the world community, aren’t going 
to fall for that kind of rhetoric on—by him 
again. 

We talked about a resolution out of Con-
gress and how it was important for us to work 
with Congress to pass a strong resolution. I 
told the Members that within the next couple 
of days this administration will develop lan-
guage as—that we think is necessary. And 
we look forward to working with both Repub-
licans and Democrats to get a resolution 
passed. 

I want to thank the leadership for its com-
mitment to get a resolution done before 
Members go home for the election break. 
I think it’s an important signal. It’s an impor-
tant signal for the country, but as impor-
tantly, it’s an important signal for the world 
to see that this country is united in our re-
solve to deal with threats that we face. 

And so, thank you all for coming. I’ll take 
a couple of questions: Fournier, [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press]; Keil [Richard 
Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Iraqi Acceptance of U.N. Inspections 
Q. Like it or not, is it accurate to say that 

Saddam playing his move has made the allies 
go wobbly——

The President. Do what now? 
Q. Has Saddam’s latest move helped make 

the allies go wobbly on it? 
The President. Oh, all they’ve got to do 

is look at the record. It’s his latest ploy, his 
latest attempt not to be held accountable for 
defying the United Nations. He’s not going 
to fool anybody. I mean, he is—we’ve seen 
him before. And we’ll remind the world that 
by defying the United Nations he is becom-
ing more and more threat to world peace. 
And I’m convinced that the world under-
stands the ploy. And one of the jobs the 
United States has is to remind people about 
not only the threat but the fact that his defi-
ance has weakened the United Nations. And 
the United Nations, in order for the world 
to be a more peaceful place, must rise up 
and deal with this threat and hold him to 
account. And that’s what we expect out of 
the Security Council. 

Dick. 

U.N. Security Council 
Q. Mr. President, a follow on Ron’s ques-

tion. Do you think that you’ll be able to per-
suade France and Russia to go along with 
us on whatever it is you and the Congress 
decide to do? And frankly, sir, is that nec-
essary? Are you prepared to go it alone? 

The President. Listen, we’re speculating 
about what nations are going to do. I’m con-
vinced that when we continue to make the 
case about his defiance, his deception, his—
the fact that time and time again, dozens of 
times, he has told the world, ‘‘Oh, I will com-
ply,’’ and he never does—that the nations 
which long for peace and care about the va-
lidity of the United Nations will join us. 

And so we’re going to work hard to con-
tinue to make the case. I think reasonable 
people understand this man is unreasonable. 
And reasonable people understand that this 
is just a ploy; this is a tactic; this is a way 
to try to say to the world, ‘‘Oh, I’m a wonder-
ful, peaceful fellow,’’ when, in fact, he not 
only kills his own people, he’s terrorized his 
neighborhood, and he’s developing weapons 
of mass destruction. We must deal with him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Vaclav Havel of the Czech 
Republic 

September 18, 2002

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. Are you going to inter-
pret? We’re so glad you are here. It’s my 
honor to welcome a truly remarkable person, 
a man who symbolizes courage and deter-
mination, and a man who loves freedom. 

Mr. President, you are a unique person 
who has helped change the world. I am 
proud to call you friend, and my Nation is 
proud to call the Czech Republic friend as 
well. I look forward to our discussion about 
important issues today, and I also look for-
ward to having a dinner tonight. 

So, welcome. Welcome to our capital, and 
welcome to the Oval Office. 
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