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in the past. He deceives. He delays. He de-
nies. And the United States and, I’m con-
vinced, the world community, aren’t going 
to fall for that kind of rhetoric on—by him 
again. 

We talked about a resolution out of Con-
gress and how it was important for us to work 
with Congress to pass a strong resolution. I 
told the Members that within the next couple 
of days this administration will develop lan-
guage as—that we think is necessary. And 
we look forward to working with both Repub-
licans and Democrats to get a resolution 
passed. 

I want to thank the leadership for its com-
mitment to get a resolution done before 
Members go home for the election break. 
I think it’s an important signal. It’s an impor-
tant signal for the country, but as impor-
tantly, it’s an important signal for the world 
to see that this country is united in our re-
solve to deal with threats that we face. 

And so, thank you all for coming. I’ll take 
a couple of questions: Fournier, [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press]; Keil [Richard 
Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Iraqi Acceptance of U.N. Inspections 
Q. Like it or not, is it accurate to say that 

Saddam playing his move has made the allies 
go wobbly——

The President. Do what now? 
Q. Has Saddam’s latest move helped make 

the allies go wobbly on it? 
The President. Oh, all they’ve got to do 

is look at the record. It’s his latest ploy, his 
latest attempt not to be held accountable for 
defying the United Nations. He’s not going 
to fool anybody. I mean, he is—we’ve seen 
him before. And we’ll remind the world that 
by defying the United Nations he is becom-
ing more and more threat to world peace. 
And I’m convinced that the world under-
stands the ploy. And one of the jobs the 
United States has is to remind people about 
not only the threat but the fact that his defi-
ance has weakened the United Nations. And 
the United Nations, in order for the world 
to be a more peaceful place, must rise up 
and deal with this threat and hold him to 
account. And that’s what we expect out of 
the Security Council. 

Dick. 

U.N. Security Council 
Q. Mr. President, a follow on Ron’s ques-

tion. Do you think that you’ll be able to per-
suade France and Russia to go along with 
us on whatever it is you and the Congress 
decide to do? And frankly, sir, is that nec-
essary? Are you prepared to go it alone? 

The President. Listen, we’re speculating 
about what nations are going to do. I’m con-
vinced that when we continue to make the 
case about his defiance, his deception, his—
the fact that time and time again, dozens of 
times, he has told the world, ‘‘Oh, I will com-
ply,’’ and he never does—that the nations 
which long for peace and care about the va-
lidity of the United Nations will join us. 

And so we’re going to work hard to con-
tinue to make the case. I think reasonable 
people understand this man is unreasonable. 
And reasonable people understand that this 
is just a ploy; this is a tactic; this is a way 
to try to say to the world, ‘‘Oh, I’m a wonder-
ful, peaceful fellow,’’ when, in fact, he not 
only kills his own people, he’s terrorized his 
neighborhood, and he’s developing weapons 
of mass destruction. We must deal with him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
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President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. Are you going to inter-
pret? We’re so glad you are here. It’s my 
honor to welcome a truly remarkable person, 
a man who symbolizes courage and deter-
mination, and a man who loves freedom. 

Mr. President, you are a unique person 
who has helped change the world. I am 
proud to call you friend, and my Nation is 
proud to call the Czech Republic friend as 
well. I look forward to our discussion about 
important issues today, and I also look for-
ward to having a dinner tonight. 

So, welcome. Welcome to our capital, and 
welcome to the Oval Office. 
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The President is going to say some remarks 
here. 

President Havel. I would like to thank 
Mr. President for his kind words on my ad-
dress. I’m very moved. I thank you for your 
hospitality, for the time which Laura Bush 
and you made for us. And I hope we shall 
have important and interesting discussions 
about the future of human rights and about 
human security. 

I would like, publicly, to thank you for your 
solidarity and your support during terrible 
floods which were in my country. I would 
like to assure you that the Czech Republic 
is and will remain good friend of the United 
States, good ally. I hope that the next step 
will be done in the summit of NATO, which 
will be in Prague, which is for us a big honor. 

I think that now it will be important if 
NATO will able to identify itself, to find its 
new identity in this very changed world. And 
especially now, after 11th of September, I 
think there is a lot of new kind of evil in 
this world, and it is necessary to face this 
evil and to face all who support it. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Preventive Cancer 
Screenings 
September 18, 2002

The President. Thank you for coming. 
Please be seated. Gosh, thanks for the warm 
welcome. Welcome to the White House. I’m 
glad you’re here. 

The fight against cancer has seen major 
victories and is on the verge of major break-
throughs. It’s important for Americans to un-
derstand. Medical science is helping cancer 
victims survive and helping survivors lead 
better lives. With exercise, nutrition, and 
changed behavior, we can reduce the 
chances of developing cancer. With well-
funded research, we are pushing toward new 
cancer therapies and new cancer cures. The 
commitment of this Nation is clear: We will 
win the fight against cancer. 

I appreciate our Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Tommy Thompson, for 
being here and being on the leading edge 
of this fight. He is a general in the war against 
cancer. I want to thank our Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann Veneman, who is with us today. 
Thank you for coming, Annie. 

I appreciate the Members of the United 
States Congress who are here today. Two fine 
Senators, Senators Gregg and Brownback, of 
New Hampshire and Kansas, respectively—
thank you all for coming—three Members 
from the House of Representatives: Deborah 
Pryce, Roger Wicker, and Sue Myrick. We’re 
honored you all are here. Thanks for coming. 

I’m honored that Andy von Eschenbach 
is here, who is the Director of the National 
Cancer Institute. Andy, thanks for coming—
my fellow Texan. [Laughter] I appreciate the 
Director of the National Institutes of Health, 
Elias Zerhouni, is here. Elias, thanks for 
coming. 

The Surgeon General is here, Rich 
Carmona. Rich, I appreciate you being here. 
Julie Gerberding, who is the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control, is with us as 
well. Good to meet you. 

I’m honored to be on the stage with some 
courageous Americans, survivors of cancer: 
Paige Brown, Trischa Goldman, Jamal 
Rasheed, Cynthia Rubin, Matthew 
Skowronski, and, of course, Lance Arm-
strong. Thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you being here. 

Our progress against cancer is dramatic, 
and it’s improving. We know that focused 
and sustained efforts can make a huge dif-
ference, because we have seen survival rates 
rise. Lance Armstrong’s inspiring career is 
striking proof that testicular cancer survivors 
can go on to lead extraordinary lives. Thanks 
to the advances in science, 5-year survival 
rates for testicular cancer have reached an 
amazing 95 percent. That’s progress. 

Overall, more than 60 percent of the 
Americans diagnosed with cancer today can 
expect to be alive in 5 years. The survival 
rate for children after 10 years is approaching 
70 percent. Today, 8.9 million Americans are 
cancer survivors. And research and new tech-
nology offer hope, offer a lot of hope that 
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