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Week Ending Friday, September 20, 2002

Proclamation 7591—National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2002
September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s cultural diversity has always 

been a great strength of our Nation. The His-
panic-American community has a long and 
important history of commitment to our Na-
tion’s core values, and the contributions of 
this community have helped make our coun-
try great. During National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, we celebrate the many achievements 
of Hispanic Americans and recognize their 
contributions to our country. 

In 1968, the Congress authorized Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to proclaim National 
Hispanic Heritage Week, and this observ-
ance was expanded in 1988 to a month-long 
celebration to honor our Nation’s Hispanic 
heritage. During this month, America cele-
brates the traditions, ancestry, and unique 
experiences of those who trace their roots 
to Spain, Mexico, the countries of Central 
and South America, and the Caribbean. 

Throughout our history, Hispanic Ameri-
cans have enriched the American way of life, 
and we recognize the millions of Hispanic 
Americans whose love of family, hard work, 
and community have helped unite us as a 
people and sustain us as a Nation. As entre-
preneurs and public servants, scholars and 
artists, Hispanic Americans have provided 
wisdom, energy, and leadership to our com-
munities, and to our country. During the 
Civil War, David Glasgow Farragut, son of 
Revolutionary War hero Jorge Farragut of 
Spain, won fame as a Union hero by blocking 
Southern ports. The Congress rewarded his 
valor by naming him the Navy’s first four-
star Admiral. Today, a statue honoring his 
many accomplishments stands in Farragut 
Square, Washington, D.C. Nearly a century 

ago, Hispanic actresses Myrtle Gonzalez and 
Beatriz Michelena were popular stars in si-
lent films. Many others followed as the indus-
try expanded in the 20th Century, including 
Rita Hayworth, Fernando Lamas, and An-
thony Quinn. In 1959, Dr. Severo Ochoa was 
a co-recipient of the Nobel Prize in Physi-
ology or Medicine for the discovery of RNA 
(ribonucleic acid), one of the chemical build-
ing blocks of life. In the world of sports, ath-
letes such as Roberto Clemente earned the 
admiration of countless Americans for his 
athletic skill and commitment to humani-
tarian efforts. 

We also remember those Hispanics who 
established the vibrant and diverse American 
cities of Los Angeles, San Francisco, Santa 
Fe, San Antonio, and many others. We re-
member those who were instrumental in ex-
ploring and mapping our great hemisphere 
and we honor those proud Hispanic-Amer-
ican patriots who fought and died for our 
country in every war and conflict since our 
founding. During National Hispanic Herit-
age Month, I join with all Americans in cele-
brating this rich and diverse culture and en-
courage all citizens to recognize the impor-
tant role of Hispanics in creating and build-
ing this great Nation. 

To honor the achievements of Hispanic 
Americans, the Congress, by Public Law 
100–402, has authorized and requested the 
President to issue annually a proclamation 
designating September 15 through October 
15, as ‘‘National Hispanic Heritage Month.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim September 15 through 
October 15, 2002, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the 
United States to observe this month with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of September, 
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in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

Proclamation 7592—National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, 2002
September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
American farm and ranch families embody 

our Nation’s values of hard work, love of the 
land, and love of country. Farming not only 
feeds our country but increasingly provides 
more of our Nation’s energy needs. The suc-
cess of America’s farmers and ranchers is es-
sential to our economy, and helping to ensure 
their safety is an important goal for our coun-
try. 

Because their homes also serve as their 
workplace, our country’s farm families are 
often exposed to unique hazards. These in-
clude powerful machinery, dangerous chemi-
cals, unruly livestock, and buildings con-
taining high dust and gas levels. To ensure 
safety, young family members helping with 
farm work must be trained to recognize these 
dangers; and we must also safeguard older 
farm workers whose health risks may in-
crease due to aging and previous injuries. 

Professionals in the engineering safety and 
rural health fields have made significant 
progress in preventing accidents in agricul-
tural settings. To protect machinery opera-
tors, industry has made great strides to incor-
porate safeguards to prevent rollovers, entan-
glements, and other accidents. Personal pro-
tective gear, new and safer packaging, and 
advances in respiratory protection and hear-
ing conservation help protect agricultural 
workers from contact with hazardous prod-

ucts, excessive dust, gas, and unduly loud 
noise in the work environment. 

To ensure our farmers’ continued health, 
we must increase public awareness of avail-
able safety precautions. Simple, economical 
tools and procedures can help prevent acci-
dents on farms. With proper installation and 
care, lighting and marking devices reduce the 
risk of highway collisions between farm 
equipment and vehicles. By clearly labeling 
farm chemicals and storing them in locked 
containers, we can help avoid poisonings and 
injuries. 

America’s farmers make invaluable con-
tributions to our country, and my Administra-
tion is committed to preserving the farm way 
of life for future generations. In May, I was 
pleased to sign the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002. This generous new 
law will strengthen American agriculture and 
support our farmers through difficult times, 
without encouraging overproduction and de-
pressing prices. I also intend to aggressively 
use my trade promotion authority to open 
markets to American farmers. By promoting 
farm safety, we strengthen our farm economy 
and help our Nation’s farmers continue to 
be the best, most productive farmers in the 
world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 15 through September 21, 2002, as 
National Farm Safety and Health Week. I 
call upon the agencies, organizations, and 
businesses that serve America’s agricultural 
workers to strengthen their commitment to 
promoting farm safety and health programs. 
I also encourage American citizens to recog-
nize the importance of our agricultural herit-
age and the valuable contributions America’s 
farmers, ranchers, and farm workers make 
to our Nation’s economy and vitality. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

Proclamation 7593—National 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Week, 2002
September 13, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities are a vital part of our Nation’s 
higher education system. During National 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, we renew our dedication to these in-
stitutions and strengthen our commitment to 
securing educational freedom, opportunity, 
and access for every American. 

Emerging more than a century ago in a 
segregated society, our Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities have provided 
quality education and promoted greater par-
ticipation by African Americans in every sec-
tor of our society. These institutions continue 
to serve as centers of hope and opportunity, 
reflecting the belief that every student in 
America should have access to a college edu-
cation. While constituting less than 3 percent 
of America’s institutions of higher education, 
today they enroll 14 percent of all African 
Americans enrolled in colleges or univer-
sities. 

These schools represent a source of ac-
complishment and great pride for both the 
African-American community and our entire 
Nation. The various founders of our Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities under-
stood that high standards and quality instruc-
tion would prepare their students to follow 
their dreams and succeed in life. By opening 
doors to new academic pursuits, these 
schools have encouraged and enabled gen-
erations of African Americans to reach their 
full potential. 

America must continue to support these 
important institutions, because they provide 

educational opportunities that otherwise 
might not be available. In 1980, Executive 
Order 12232 established a Federal program 
to enhance equal opportunity and strengthen 
the capacity of Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities to provide excellence in 
education. My Administration remains com-
mitted to this important mission and to mak-
ing the goal of higher education accessible 
to our citizens. 

America recognizes and honors the many 
achievements of Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities, and their invaluable con-
tributions to our country. They help foster 
a culture of achievement and create a bright-
er future for all Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 15 
through September 21, 2002, as National 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week. I call upon public officials, educators, 
librarians, and citizens of the United States 
to observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs in order to 
show our appreciation for these remarkable 
educational institutions, and to commend the 
achievements of their talented graduates. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 14, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

The President’s Radio Address 
September 14, 2002

Good morning. Today I’m meeting with 
Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
about the growing danger posed by Saddam 
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Hussein’s regime in Iraq and the unique op-
portunity the U.N. Security Council has to 
confront it. 

I appreciate the Prime Minister’s public 
support for effective international action to 
deal with this danger. The Italian Prime Min-
ister joins other concerned world leaders who 
have called on the world to act. Among them, 
Prime Minister Blair of Great Britain, Prime 
Minister Aznar of Spain, President 
Kwasniewski of Poland. These leaders have 
reached the same conclusion I have, that 
Saddam Hussein has made the case against 
himself. 

He has broken every pledge he made to 
the United Nations and the world since his 
invasion of Kuwait was rolled back in 1991. 
Sixteen times the United Nations Security 
Council has passed resolutions designed to 
ensure that Iraq does not pose a threat to 
international peace and security. Saddam 
Hussein has violated every one of these 16 
resolutions, not once but many times. 

Saddam Hussein’s regime continues to 
support terrorist groups and to oppress its 
civilian population. It refuses to account for 
missing Gulf war personnel or to end illicit 
trade outside the U.N.’s oil-for-food pro-
gram. And although the regime agreed in 
1991 to destroy and stop developing all weap-
ons of mass destruction and long-range mis-
siles, it has broken every aspect of this funda-
mental pledge. 

Today, this regime likely maintains stock-
piles of chemical and biological agents and 
is improving and expanding facilities capable 
of producing chemical and biological weap-
ons. Today, Saddam Hussein has the sci-
entists and infrastructure for a nuclear weap-
ons program and has illicitly sought to pur-
chase the equipment needed to enrich ura-
nium for a nuclear weapon. Should his re-
gime acquire fissile material, it would be able 
to build a nuclear weapon within a year. 

The former head of the U.N. team inves-
tigating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction 
program, Richard Butler, reached this con-
clusion after years of experience: ‘‘The funda-
mental problem with Iraq remains the nature 
of the regime itself. Saddam Hussein is a 
homicidal dictator who is addicted to weap-
ons of mass destruction.’’

By supporting terrorist groups, repressing 
its own people, and pursuing weapons of 
mass destruction in defiance of a decade of 
U.N. resolutions, Saddam Hussein’s regime 
has proven itself a grave and gathering dan-
ger. To suggest otherwise is to hope against 
the evidence. To assume this regime’s good 
faith is to bet the lives of millions and the 
peace of the world in a reckless gamble. And 
this is a risk we must not take. 

Saddam Hussein’s defiance has confronted 
the United Nations with a difficult and defin-
ing moment: Are Security Council resolu-
tions to be honored and enforced or cast 
aside without consequence? Will the United 
Nations serve the purposes of its founding, 
or will it be irrelevant? 

As the United Nations prepares an effec-
tive response to Iraq’s defense, I also wel-
come next week’s congressional hearings on 
the threats Saddam Hussein’s brutal regime 
poses to our country and the entire world. 
Congress must make it unmistakably clear 
that when it comes to confronting the grow-
ing danger posed by Iraq’s efforts to develop 
or acquire weapons of mass destruction, the 
status quo is totally unacceptable. 

The issue is straightforward: We must 
choose between a world of fear or a world 
of progress. We must stand up for our secu-
rity and for the demands of human dignity. 
By heritage and choice, the United States will 
make that stand. The world community must 
do so as well. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:05 p.m. on 
September 13 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
14. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 13 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his remarks, the President referred to President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom; President Jose 
Maria Aznar of Spain; and President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski of Poland. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of 
Italy and an Exchange With 
Reporters at Camp David, Maryland 
September 14, 2002

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
Silvio Berlusconi, the Prime Minister of Italy, 
to Camp David. I’ve been looking forward 
to having a chance to spend some quality 
time in a quality place. We’re going to have 
a good visit, meeting about our common in-
terests. And we’ll have a good lunch with my 
wife. And I’ve invited my brother and my 
sister; I want my family members to meet 
a good friend, a strong leader. 

We’re making progress in the war against 
terror. I tell the American people all the time 
that we’re doing everything we can to protect 
our homeland by hunting down killers, one 
person at a time. And yesterday, thanks to 
the efforts of our folks and people in Paki-
stan, we captured one of the planners and 
organizers of the September the 11th attack 
that murdered thousands of people, includ-
ing Italians. One by one, we’re hunting the 
killers down. We are relentless. We are 
strong, and we’re not going to stop. 

Secondly, I had a chance to speak to the 
United Nations to talk about another threat 
that face—we face—that we face, all of us 
face, in the civilized world, and that is a 
threat of weapons of mass destructions in the 
hands of leaders who disregard human lib-
erty, that do not believe in freedom—a lead-
er, in this case, who’s poisoned his own peo-
ple, poisoned his neighbors, attacked in his 
neighborhood, and refuses—refuses—to 
comply with United Nations’ regulations, as 
a matter of fact, defies the United Nations. 
And we’re making progress. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, you’re here 
at an important time. I look forward to talk-
ing with you, and thank you for coming. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you. 
Well, first of all, I’m glad to be here with 
President Bush, with whom I have a very 
deep friendship. I’m here as the Prime Min-
ister of a country which is a loyal and faithful 
ally of the United States of America. 

The United States is a country to which 
my people bears a deep gratitude because 
it owes to the generosity of this great democ-

racy its freedom and its prosperity. We’ll 
never forget the fact that about a half a cen-
tury ago, through the sacrifice of so many 
young Americans, Italy and Europe were 
saved from totalitarianism. I’m here as a sin-
cere ally, and I know that we, as an ally, we 
respected and we heard. So I’ll be able to 
speak as a friend, speak truthfully, in order 
to find, as usual, common solutions and com-
mon positions. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I would like 

to add one more thing. 
President Bush. Sure. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I consider 

the flag of the United States is not only a 
flag of a country but is a universal message 
of freedom and democracy. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
His English is very good. [Laughter] 
Here’s what we’re going to do. I’m going 

to call upon an American reporter. Silvio will 
call upon an Italian reporter. I then will call 
upon an American reporter. Silvio will call 
upon an Italian reporter. And that’s it, be-
cause we’ve got to go have our talks. 

Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. 
And I will this time let the interpreter—par-
don me for not allowing her to work. 

Situation in Georgia/United Nations 
Q. Thank you, sir. President Putin is bor-

rowing your logic to argue he has the right 
to attack terrorists in Georgia. Would that 
action be justified in your view? Are you con-
cerned other countries, India, Pakistan, 
China, may use your arguments to justify ac-
tions they see fit? 

President Bush. I made it very clear to 
the Georgian Government that we expected 
them to rout out the Al-Qaida-type terrorists 
in the Pankisi Gorge. We are working with 
the Georgian Government and training 
Georgian troops. I have told Vladimir Putin 
that he must give the Georgians a chance 
to achieve a common objective, an objective 
that’s important for Georgia, an objective 
that’s important for Russia, an objective im-
portant for the United States, and that is to 
get the Al Qaida killers and bring them to 
justice. And so I urge him to continue to 
work with us to allow the Georgians—
troops—to do their job. 
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And finally, one final point for the world 
to hear: Saddam Hussein has defied the 
United Nations 16 times. Not once, not 
twice—16 times he has defied the U.N. The 
U.N. has told him after the Gulf war what 
to do, what the world expected, and 16 times 
he’s defied it. And enough is enough. The 
U.N. will either be able to function as a 
peacekeeping body, as we head into the 21st 
century, or it will be irrelevant. And that’s 
what we’re about to find out. 

But remember what I said in my speech, 
now is the time to deal with the problem. 

Q. What about the appropriation of your 
argument? 

President Bush. I should have clarified 
it by my statement. I just clarified it by my—
not should have, I just. 

Support for the President’s Action 

[At this point, a question was asked in Italian, 
and no translation was provided.] 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Well, first of 
all, as I said before, we want a common posi-
tion with the United States of America. And 
we welcome the decision of President Bush 
to bring the problem to the table in the Secu-
rity Council. As it was stated clearly, the 
United Nations cannot continue to see its 
image undermined and its resolutions flaunt-
ed. 

I would hasten to add, the decision taken 
by President Bush found agreement of my 
European colleagues and of the Russian Fed-
eration. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

United Nations 
Q. Mr. President, if Saddam Hussein has 

defied the United Nations 16 times and 
stiffed the world for a decade, why does he 
deserve one more chance? 

President Bush. That’s a very interesting 
question. Why don’t you interpret the ques-
tion? He stiffed the world 16 times, why does 
he get another chance? 

First of all, the United Nations deserves 
another chance to prove its relevance. See, 
we’re entering a new world. Wars of the fu-
ture are not going to be like wars of the past. 
We fight these terrorists that hide in caves 
and send their youngsters to suicidal death. 

They strike America, but they’re likely to 
strike Italy. They hate freedom. They also 
are willing and want to work with countries 
like Iraq to develop the capacity to deliver 
weapons of mass destruction. And therefore, 
the international community must work to-
gether to prevent this from happening. 

So this is a chance for the United Nations 
to show some backbone and resolve, as we 
confront the true challenges of the 21st cen-
tury. It’s a chance for the United Nations 
to show its relevance, and that’s why I gave 
the speech I gave. But make no mistake 
about it, if we have to deal with the problem, 
we’ll deal with it. 

Italy’s Role in the War on Terrorism 

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in Italian.] 

President Bush. Thank you all. Welcome 
to Camp David. No, you misunderstood. Two 
questions apiece. Sorry. Two and two, si.

Q. ——English, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Oh, you want an English 

translation. Sorry, thought you might have 
been trying to defy the two-question rule. 
Very good. [Laughter] 

Q. What was the question? 
Interpreter. The question was——
President Bush. That doesn’t matter. Just 

write the answer. 
Interpreter. ——is Italy able to play the 

mediating role——
Prime Minister Berlusconi. The role of 

Italy, now. 
Interpreter. At this moment, what’s the 

role Italy is going to play? 
And the reply was: Italy today is playing 

a role which it wasn’t able to play up to some 
times ago, because Italy finds itself at a cen-
ter of a series of relationships with the coun-
tries of the European Union, with the coun-
tries of the Middle East, with the countries 
of the Mediterranean, and we have the spe-
cial friendship with the Russian Federation, 
with our common friend Vladimir Putin. So 
Italy is playing its part, and it’s able then to 
play its role in this context. 

President Bush. Thank you all very much. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. Grazie. 

Arrivederci.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq; and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia. The Prime Minister spoke in Italian, and 
his remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Memorandum on Continuation of 
the Exercise of Certain Authorities 
Under the Trading With the Enemy 
Act 
September 13, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–31

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Continuation of the Exercise of 
Certain Authorities Under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act

Under section 101(b) of Public Law 95–
223 (91 Stat. 1625; 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) note), 
and a previous determination on September 
12, 2001 (66 Fed. Reg. 47943), the exercise 
of certain authorities under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act is scheduled to terminate on 
September 14, 2002. 

I hereby determine that the continuation 
for 1 year of the exercise of those authorities 
with respect to the applicable countries is in 
the national interest of the United States. 

Therefore, pursuant to the authority vest-
ed in me by section 101(b) of Public Law 
95–223, I continue for 1 year, until Sep-
tember 14, 2003, the exercise of those au-
thorities with respect to countries affected 
by: 

(1) the Foreign Assets Control Regula-
tions, 31 C.F.R. part 500; 

(2) the Transaction Control Regulations, 
31 C.F.R. part 505; and 

(3) the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 
31 C.F.R. part 515. 

The Secretary of the Treasury is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 16.

Remarks to Employees of Sears 
Manufacturing Company in 
Davenport, Iowa 
September 16, 2002

Thank you all very much. It’s an honor to 
be here. In 1992, the Sears Company got the 
A team. [Laughter] I’ll leave it at that. 
[Laughter] 

I’m honored to be introduced by Jim 
Leach. He is a distinguished, honorable, hon-
est man. We need those kind of people in 
Washington. I’m proud of him. I’m proud 
to call him friend, and I’m real proud he in-
troduced me. I want to thank other members 
of the Iowa delegation who are here today, 
starting with Senator Chuck Grassley. I ap-
preciate his friendship. I appreciate his lead-
ership. I’m also proud to be with Jim Nussle 
and Greg Ganske, two Members of the 
United States Congress from the State of 
Iowa. We’re flying back to Washington—I 
hope the reason they’re here is to hear my 
speech, not to get a free ride. [Laughter] 
Well, we’ll find out after I give the speech. 
[Laughter] But these are good folks. They 
care deeply about our country, and so do I. 

I’m here to talk to you about how to make 
our country safer and stronger and better. 
That’s what we’ve got to be thinking about 
during these troubling times. Before I begin, 
I’m grateful to Steve Lovejoy, who is the di-
rector of operation here at Sears Manufac-
turing Company, for giving me the tour. Big 
Steve. [Laughter] I appreciate the employees 
who greeted me on the assembly line. I want 
to thank all the hard-working people here at 
Sears for doing such a fine job, for working 
hard, for caring deeply about your families, 
for upholding your responsibilities as a mom 
or a dad. 

I appreciate the Sears family, Jim and 
Steve and Lisa Ware, for upholding a fine 
family tradition of not only making a quality 
product but remembering they have a re-
sponsibility to the employees who work here 
and treat the employees with dignity and re-
spect, like you do. I appreciate your leader-
ship. 

I appreciate Bob Lane, the chairman and 
CEO of John Deere, coming over here today 
to say hello. It’s very interesting, his com-
ment was. He said, ‘‘I’m fortunate to be a 
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customer of this fine company.’’ That’s a 
good sign. 

Finally, at Air Force One, I had the honor 
of meeting a fellow named Dean Claussen. 
You probably don’t know Dean. [Applause] 
Dean brought all his cousins with him. 
[Laughter] The reason I wanted Dean to 
come here with me is because I had the 
honor of thanking him for being a soldier 
in the army of compassion. He’s a high school 
junior. He was obviously raised right by Dale 
and Kathy, his mom and dad who are with 
us. But Dean is the kind of person who un-
derstands that we can change America for 
the better, one person at a time. 

And so he, as a member of the Scott Coun-
ty 4–H Council—and he volunteers his time. 
He volunteers his time to help those in need. 
He is—told me they’re raising books for 
some kids in Fiji, that he has recently fed 
the hungry, that he understands to be a cit-
izen of this country is to serve something 
greater than yourself. See, the great strength 
of the country lies in the hearts and souls 
of our fellow citizens. And when a neighbor 
loves a neighbor, indeed, America as a whole 
benefits. And Dean, I want to thank you for 
your leadership and your compassion. 

People oftentimes ask me, ‘‘What can I do 
to help our country in the face of some dif-
ficult times?’’ And one of them is to love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved your-
self. If you want to fight evil, do some good. 
If you want to make a impact in the commu-
nity in which you live, find somebody who 
hurts, and love them. 

I mentioned we’ve got some big issues 
here in America, and we do, but there’s noth-
ing we can’t overcome. After all, this is the 
finest country on the face of the Earth, full 
of the greatest people. 

I think a lot about the security of our 
homeland. Matter of fact, I think about it 
every single day. And at the same time, it’s 
important for Congress and my administra-
tion also never to forget the security of the 
American people. You see, my attitude is, 
somebody who wants to work can’t find a 
job, we’ve got a problem, and we need to 
deal with it. And so, while the security of 
the homeland is an important priority, so is 
the security of the American worker. 

I’m going to do everything I can to make 
sure that the environment for job creation 
is strong. I want people working. I want peo-
ple to be able to put bread on the table for 
their families. I want moms and dads who 
want to work to be able to do so, for the 
sake of their families and for the good of the 
country. 

One of the ways we’ve got to make sure 
that we keep our economy strong is to be 
wise about how we spend our money. If you 
overspend, it creates a fundamental weakness 
in the foundation of economic growth. And 
so I’m working with Congress to make sure 
they hear the message—the message of fiscal 
responsibility. 

See, it starts with understanding whose 
money we spend in Washington. It’s not the 
Government’s money we spend. The money 
we spend is your money, and that’s the most 
important premise when it comes to budget. 

It also means that we’ve got to set prior-
ities. You know, every idea sounds like a bril-
liant idea in Washington. Everybody’s idea 
is a great idea—just up there they come with 
billions as the price tag. The bill is a little 
high. So I said, ‘‘Why don’t we work together 
to create some priorities, starting with the 
most important priority which is, defend 
America against killers.’’ That’s the most im-
portant priority. 

I can’t put it any other way about them, 
either. They’re nothing but a bunch of cold-
blooded killers. You’ve just got to understand 
that about the nature of the enemy. They 
hate us because we love. They hate. We love 
freedom, is why they hate us, and we’re not 
going to quit loving freedom. And so our 
most important priority, when it comes to 
budgeting and time and effort, is to protect 
innocent life here in America. And make no 
mistake about it, we will—we’ll do just that. 

But in order to make sure there is a—pri-
orities are funded, there needs to be a budg-
et. And thanks to Jim Nussle, who is the 
budget man in the House of Representatives, 
we have a budget that focuses on setting pri-
orities and focuses on getting us back to a 
balanced budget. But there’s been no budget 
out of the United States Senate. They haven’t 
passed a budget. They have no plan to bal-
ance the budget. 
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And that’s of concern. It’s of concern be-
cause if you have no budget, it means there’s 
no discipline. And if there’s no discipline, it’s 
likely that the Senate will overspend. And 
when they overspend, they not only over-
spend for this year, this coming year, they’ll 
overspend for every year afterwards too. For 
the sake of fiscal sanity, the United States 
Senate must remember whose money we’re 
spending and get us a budget and get us to 
head toward a balanced budget. 

And while they’re worrying about the 
budget and money, they need to give me a 
defense bill. They need to get—stop talking, 
and get a defense bill to my desk. If the num-
ber one priority is to defend the American 
people, the best thing they need to do is pass 
the defense bill, so we can get after defend-
ing the American people next year. 

So we’ve got to worry about how much 
we spend. And by the way, there’s plenty of 
money up there. We’ve got to worry about 
how much we spend, in order to make sure 
that our economy continues to grow. I’m 
worried about the economic security for 
every American. I’m also optimistic about the 
future, because inflation is down, interest 
rates are down, the productivity of the Amer-
ican worker is the best in the world, we’ve 
got the best farmers and ranchers in the 
world. 

I’ve read that textbook, that economic text-
book that says, when there’s a recession—
and by the way, when we first came in, there 
was a recession. We had three quarters of 
negative growth. That’s the definition of re-
cession. One way to encourage economic 
growth is to let the people keep more of their 
own money. You see, if you have more 
money in your pocket, you’re going to de-
mand a good or a service. And when you 
demand a good or a service, somebody is 
likely to produce or to make that good or 
produce that service. And when somebody 
produces the good and service, it means 
somebody is more likely to find work. The 
tax relief plan we passed, which says we trust 
the American people with their own money, 
came at the right time in American economic 
history, and we need to make the tax cuts 
permanent. 

I had the honor of saying hello to the head 
of the construction union, the local man who 

runs the construction union here, at the air-
port. He came out because we’re working 
closely together with the head of the national 
union to get passed what we call terrorism 
insurance. If you’re worried about jobs in 
America, like I am, then you’ve got to make 
sure that your construction industry is work-
ing. You want your hardhats out there work-
ing. 

And yet when the terrorists attacked us, 
it created a dilemma for people who want 
to build big building projects. They can’t get 
the insurance necessary to go forward. Con-
gress needs to help on this. Congress needs 
to pass a bill that is good for the hardhats 
of America, not good for the trial lawyers, 
and get a terrorism insurance bill to my desk, 
so over 300,000 workers can find work and 
get back to work. I say 300,000—those are 
the number of jobs which have been delayed 
or scuttled as a result of Congress not coming 
together to act on this important matter. 

And we need an energy bill too. If you’re 
worried about economic security in America, 
we ought to have an energy bill, one which 
encourages conservation, one which encour-
ages renewable sources of energy such as 
ethanol, and one at the same time that makes 
us less dependent on foreign sources of crude 
oil. It’s in our economic interests that we 
have an energy plan. It’s in our national secu-
rity interests that we have an energy plan. 
Congress has been talking about energy. 
They need to get a bill to my desk before 
they go home to run for reelection. 

And so my message to the Congress is, 
‘‘Don’t forget there are some people who are 
still trying to find work.’’ And we need to 
work together. We need to put aside all this 
Republican stuff and Democrat stuff and 
work together to make sure the economy is 
strong and vibrant, and the great American 
worker can find work. 

And at the same time, we’ve got to remem-
ber that there’s still an enemy out there try-
ing to hit us. There’s an enemy that I men-
tioned earlier, hates what we stand for. It’s 
a different kind of enemy than we have 
fought in the past. These are the kind, they 
don’t have tanks and formation of aircraft or 
flotilla of ship. These are the kind that hide 
in caves and then send somebody to their 
suicidal death. These are the kind that hijack 
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a great religion—a religion, by the way, 
which preaches love and compassion and tol-
erance—they hijack it and then murder in 
the name of that religion. These are the kind 
that have hate in their heart. And these are 
the kind that we need to do everything in 
our power to stop. We owe it to the sake 
of our freedom, and we owe it to our chil-
dren. 

The first thing we’ve got to do is to make 
sure our country responds here at home to 
this threat, to this ever—to this threat that 
just keeps going on. And that means that 
we’ve got to get our Government working 
in coordination. I proposed a Department of 
Homeland Security to make sure that the 
agencies involved with securing the home-
land have as their number one priority your 
protection. That means that there needs to 
be a single agency where these agencies are 
housed, so that we create a culture of coordi-
nation and cooperation, a culture that allows 
for there to be fast movement when it comes 
to moving people to the right place at the 
right time, in order to respond to an enemy 
which still exists. 

And I’ll give you one area where we need 
to do a better job, and that’s on our borders. 
We need to know who’s coming into Amer-
ica. We need to know what they’re bringing 
into America. We need to know if they’re 
leaving when they say they’re going to leave 
America. For the sake of the security of the 
country, we need to have a border which is 
secure, a border which facilitates trade and 
honest traffic but a border which recognizes 
there—a border—a strategy which recog-
nizes there’s risks here in the 21st century. 
We’ve got to deal with it. 

Now, right now, when you go down to the 
border, there’s three different departments 
dealing with the border, the INS, the Cus-
toms, and the Border Patrol, all full of fine 
people. But sometimes the strategy differs 
between the agencies. The uniforms look dif-
ferent, which may be all right, but in order 
to do what’s right for the American people, 
I need the capacity to be able to have these 
agencies work closely together. We’ll protect 
workers’ rights. We’ll protect the collective 
bargaining rights for those who want to join 
a union at the Federal level. But I need flexi-
bility. 

The House passed a good bill. The Senate 
better not pass a bad bill. Otherwise, I will 
veto it. They need to worry more about the 
security of the American people and less 
about special interests in Washington, DC. 

So we’re working hard to secure the home-
land. There’s a lot of fine folks that are 
spending a lot of time on America’s behalf. 
Listen, we’re sharing information. Any time 
we get a hint—and you’ve seen these alerts—
sometime these alerts come up because 
we’re getting people talking, and we’re hear-
ing what they’re saying, and we’re sharing 
information better. We assess every threat. 
We take everything seriously. And America 
is responding. 

But the best way to respond to the threats 
that we face is to find these killers, one per-
son at a time, hunt them down, and bring 
them to justice, which is exactly what Amer-
ica is going to do. 

It takes time. It takes a lot of effort. But 
we’re a determined nation. You know, I had 
the feeling that after September the 11th that 
some around the world would grow weary 
and tired of this effort. Some would say, 
‘‘Well, the threat really doesn’t exist any-
more.’’ That’s not how America feels. That’s 
not how that fellow we just picked up in Paki-
stan feels too. He’s the one that thought he 
was going to be the 20th bomber. He thought 
he could hide. He thought he could still 
threaten America. But he forgot the greatest 
nation on the face of the Earth is after him, 
one person at a time. 

We put together a great alliance. There 
are other people in this world who love free-
dom just like we do. There are other coun-
tries with some strong leaders who under-
stand the stakes, that understand that history 
has now put the spotlight on us to find out 
what we’re made out of. And so our alliance 
is strong, and we’re hunting them down one 
at a time. We’ve captured over 2,500 or so 
of these; about that many weren’t as lucky. 

Thanks to the United States military—and 
by the way, those who serve our military are 
some of the finest citizens we have here in 
America. Troops have made a huge sac-
rifice—they’re sacrificing for freedom. They 
fight at mountain—on mountaintops in thin 
air—they—looking down caves. They’re 
slowly but surely doing what I’ve asked them 



1553Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 16

to do, to be on pursuit for the sake of free-
dom, for the sake of our liberty, so your child 
can grow up in a safe environment. 

And that’s why, when I went to the Con-
gress, I asked for a substantial increase in 
defense spending, because I want our troops 
who are placed in harm’s way to have the 
best training, the best pay, the best possible 
commitment. We owe it to them, and we owe 
it to their loved ones. And that defense ap-
propriations bill, which I mentioned Con-
gress hasn’t passed yet, needs to get to my 
desk soon—and also sends a signal to friend 
and foe alike, we’re in this deal for the long 
haul. When it comes to the defense of our 
freedom, there is no artificial date when we 
say, we quit. When it comes to securing a 
future for our children and our children’s 
children, we will stay the course. 

And that not only means hunting down Al 
Qaida and Al-Qaida-type terrorists which 
hate America, it also means dealing with true 
and real threats that we can foresee. One of 
the most dangerous threats America faces is 
a terrorist network teaming up with some of 
the world’s worst leaders who develop the 
world’s worst weapons. 

I gave a speech to the United Nations, 
talking about Iraq and making it crystal clear 
to the United Nations that Saddam poses an 
international problem. This is a man who 
poisoned his own people, poisoned his neigh-
bors. He’s invaded two countries. He signed 
agreements that said he would develop no 
weapons of mass destruction, wouldn’t hold 
any weapons of mass destruction. Yet, for 11 
years, he’s totally ignored what he said he 
would do. He basically told the United Na-
tions, ‘‘Your deals don’t mean anything to 
me.’’

I told the United Nations, it can show us 
whether or not it’s going to serve its purpose 
to help keep the peace, or whether it’s going 
to be irrelevant. We, of course, want the 
United Nations to be relevant. We want them 
to be a part of a framework of peace as we 
head into the 21st century. But I also made 
it clear, this: that unless there’s action from 
the nations at the United Nations, that that’s 
not satisfactory, as far as the United States 
is concerned. 

And if Iraq regimes continues to defy us 
and the world, we will move deliberately yet 

decisively to hold Iraq to account. We owe 
this to our children. We must anticipate. 
Somebody said, ‘‘Well, you know, they don’t 
have a nuclear weapon.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, the 
most dangerous thing’’—and we know 
they’re trying to get one—‘‘the most dan-
gerous thing would be to find out they had 
a nuclear weapon after they developed one.’’

It’s a new world we’re in. We used to think 
two oceans could separate us from an enemy. 
On that tragic day, September the 11th, 
2001, we found out that’s not the case. We 
found out this great land of liberty and of 
freedom and of justice is vulnerable. And 
therefore we must do everything we can—
everything we can—to secure the homeland, 
to make us safe. We need a safe America, 
a strong America, and a better America. 

One way to make sure we have a better 
America is to make sure every single child 
gets educated in this country. I don’t mean 
a few. I don’t mean only those in suburban 
districts. I mean every single child. I’m proud 
to have worked with Members of Congress 
to pass a bill which says, here in America, 
we believe in high standards when it comes 
to educating children, that we will challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations, that we 
believe the people of Iowa should chart the 
path to excellence for the children of Iowa, 
and that we expect there to be accountability 
in return for Federal money. 

See, we want to know—if you believe 
every child can learn, then you want to know 
if every child is learning. And if they’re not, 
we’ll correct the problems early, before it’s 
too late. There are no second-rate children 
in Iowa or in America. 

To make sure there’s a better America, 
we’ve got to have a place where every senior 
has access to high quality health care. We 
need a Medicare system which works, a 
Medicare system which recognizes medicine 
has changed and needs to be reformed, a 
Medicare system which will provide better 
coverage for Iowa’s seniors, including pre-
scription drug coverage. I look forward to 
working with Congressman Nussle, Con-
gressman Leach, Senator Grassley on the 
Senate side, to come up with a bipartisan ef-
fort to make sure this important program, 
Medicare, works for the senior citizens of the 
State of Iowa. 
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And as we think about helping people, 
we’ve got to make sure our welfare system 
remembers that work is an integral part of 
dignity, that we want to help people. We 
want to help them find jobs. 

No, we can make—do a better job of pass-
ing legislation that will help America be a 
better place. But the truth of the matter is, 
like I mentioned earlier, America will be-
come a better place when people follow their 
hearts, when people help people in need. 

One of my most important initiatives in 
Washington is what I call the Faith-Based 
Initiative, because I recognize that Govern-
ment can hand out money, but what it cannot 
do is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. What I want to 
do is unleash the great compassion of Amer-
ica, by changing America one heart, one soul, 
one conscience at a time. You see, when you 
love a neighbor, you fight evil, but you also 
leave behind a legacy of compassion and de-
cency. It’s what I call the gathering momen-
tum of millions of acts of kindness and de-
cency, which take place in spite of Govern-
ment. It takes place because our fellow citi-
zens have heard the call, the call to personal 
responsibility. 

One of the things that the enemy did when 
they hit us is they awoke a new spirit in 
America. It used to be, you know, if it feels 
good, just go ahead and do it, as part of our 
culture. If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else. America now understands that 
ushering in a period of personal responsi-
bility, responsible for something other than 
yourself, is important for our country. 

If you’re a mom or a dad, you’re respon-
sible for loving your children. You’re the one 
who is responsible for loving your children 
with all your heart. If you’re living right here 
in the great State of Iowa, you’re responsible 
for the quality of life in your community. It’s 
you who is responsible for making sure your 
public schools are the best. If you find a 
neighbor in need, you’re responsible for serv-
ing that neighbor in need; you’re responsible 
for loving a neighbor just like you’d like to 
love yourself. 

No, there’s a new patriotism here in Amer-
ica. It’s more than just working on homeland 
defense. It’s more than putting your hand 
over your heart. It is serving something larger 

than self. And when we all do that, we will 
make it clear to the enemy that not only did 
they hit a great nation, they hit a nation 
which is compassionate and decent and lov-
ing. 

No, evil done to America was mighty and 
tough, and still many grieve. But out of that 
evil can come incredible good. Out of the 
evil done to America can come peace, peace 
for our children, peace for our children’s 
children. And out of evil done to America 
can come a more compassionate and decent 
and hopeful country. There’s no question in 
my mind—no question in my mind—that we 
will succeed, because this is the greatest na-
tion, full of the finest people on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. on the 
manufacturing floor at Sears Manufacturing Co. 
In his remarks, he referred to Jim Sears, president 
and chief executive officer, Steve Sears, president, 
truck division, and Lisa Ware, director, financial 
services, Sears Manufacturing Co.; Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping 
to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at a Luncheon for 
Representative Jim Nussle in 
Davenport 

September 16, 2002

Thank you all for coming. Thank you all. 
Mr. Chairman—Mr. Chairman, I’m here to 
remind the good people of this congressional 
district that Jim Nussle is not only a fine man 
who cares deeply about the citizens of Iowa, 
but it’s in your best interest to make sure 
that Jim Nussle is reelected to the United 
States Congress. 

Anytime—anytime you introduce a can-
didate as ‘‘Mr. Chairman,’’ that ought to tell 
you something about whether or not you 
want a change or not. You see, when you’ve 
got somebody who’s honorable and decent 
and full of integrity as a chairman, you need 
to keep him. It’s in your interests. It’s not 
only in your self interest, it’s in the interest 
for your State. And I’m here to tell you it’s 
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in the interest of the United States of Amer-
ica to make sure this good man is reelected 
to the Congress. 

I know him well. I’ve seen him under fire. 
I’ve seen people put immense pressure on 
him to change, to forget why he got elected 
in the first place. He’s steady as a rock. He’s 
a loyal ally. He’s a strong American. He has 
earned the right to get reelected. Don’t make 
a mistake; this district shouldn’t make a mis-
take. When you’ve got a good one, you make 
sure you keep him. And Jim Nussle is a good 
one, and it’s in your interests you keep him. 

Jim, I’m proud to be by your side, and 
I urge the people of this district to send you 
back to Washington, DC. 

I want to thank Karen Nussle for standing 
by Jim’s side. It’s important to have a—in 
this business we’re in, it’s important to have 
somebody stand by your side. [Laughter] We 
both married above ourselves. [Laughter] I 
wish Laura were here with me. She’s back 
in the White House, but I can’t tell you how 
proud I am of the job she’s doing. I want 
to thank you for holding up the Laura book. 
[Laughter] Yes. I haven’t read it yet, but it 
better say she’s one of the finest women 
God’s ever produced. [Laughter] If they’re 
interested in the truth, they know that she’s 
doing a great job as the First Lady, and she 
sends her best to all the good friends of ours 
here in the State of Iowa. 

It’s good to have met Sarah and Mark 
Nussle, Jim’s children. It’s good to have met 
his mother. I asked Ms. Laura Nussle wheth-
er or not Mark—I mean, Jim was still listen-
ing to her. She said, ‘‘About half the time.’’ 
[Laughter] I said, ‘‘Well, that’s about as much 
time as I listen to mine too.’’ [Laughter] 

It’s great to have the Nussle family here. 
I’m also honored to be traveling today with 
a great United States Senator. I emphasize 
‘‘great’’ because he’s worked hard on behalf 
of the citizens of Iowa. When he was the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee—
something that I dearly hope happens again 
soon—he made a huge difference for our 
country, and that’s, of course, Chuck Grass-
ley. 

I’m also honored to be traveling today with 
a fine United States Congressman, a gen-
tleman, a really bright citizen of our country, 
somebody who cares deeply about America, 

and that’s Jim Leach. In case some of you 
all are not in Nussle’s district but in Leach’s 
district, it’s really important to send him back 
too. [Laughter] He’s a fine man, brings a lot 
of integrity and class. 

And so does the next United States Sen-
ator from the State of Iowa, and that’s Greg 
Ganske. I appreciate you being here, Greg. 
He’s a hard worker. He’s going to make a 
fine Senator. I look forward to working with 
both he and Senator Grassley on working on 
the interests of the citizens of Iowa but, more 
importantly, the interests of the citizens of 
the entire country. That’s the way these two 
men think. 

I’m proud to be here with a Congress-
man—a state senator now, soon to be a Con-
gressman, named Steve King. Steve, thank 
you for coming today. Oh, hi, Steve. I appre-
ciate Chuck Larson, who is the chairman of 
the Republican Party of Iowa, for coming. 
Good to see you, Chuck. 

I want to thank all of you who have come 
to help Jim. This is a huge turnout. It’s a 
good sign, it seems like to me. But I also 
want to thank those of you who are working 
the grassroots here in the State of Iowa. I 
want to thank you for what you have done 
and, as importantly, what you’re going to do, 
which means turn out the vote. 

You see, all this stuff helps; these rallies 
help. But the most important thing is to turn 
out the vote, is to find your neighbors. When 
you go to your coffee shops or your churches 
or your community centers, you’ve got to 
pass the word—pass the word that people 
need to participate in the process, and as they 
start to head to participate, tell them about 
the qualities of the man that we’re supporting 
here today. Grassroots politics makes a huge 
difference in the outcome of these races. And 
so for those of you who are willing to volun-
teer your time and to lick the envelopes and 
make the phone calls and stick the signs in 
the ground, thanks. Just get ready. Get your 
uniforms on. [Laughter] We’re coming down 
the stretch. We need your help. 

Chairman Nussle is the head of the budg-
et. The House passed a budget. The Senate 
can’t pass a budget. [Laughter] That says 
something about his leadership. It’s impor-
tant to have a budget in Washington, because 
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without a budget, there is a tendency to over-
spend. [Laughter] Without a budget, every 
idea sounds like a brilliant idea. Without 
some kind of constraint on the appropriations 
process in Washington, as they might say in 
this part of the world, somebody is liable to 
go hog wild. [Laughter] 

And sometimes those somebodies who go 
hog wild forget whose money they’re spend-
ing. Nussle and I understand this: When it 
comes to spending the money in Washington, 
it’s not the Government’s money we spend. 
It’s your money. It’s the people’s money. 

And Jim understands that, and so do I. 
And that’s why we’re going to have to have 
some budget restraint. In order to make sure 
our economy—the foundation of economic 
growth doesn’t crumble, we’ve got to make 
sure there is budget restraint in Washington. 
We’ve got plenty of money up there. We can 
fund our priorities. The thing I appreciate 
about this chairman’s leadership is, he has 
a clear vision of how to get back to a balanced 
budget. And that’s important for you. It’s im-
portant to have a leader up there who under-
stands that. 

He also understood what I understood: In 
the face of a recession, you’ve got to let the 
people have their own money. You see, if 
you’re worried about jobs like we’re worried 
about jobs, the best way to help the economy 
recover is to trust the people with their own 
money. And so we cut the taxes on the peo-
ple. People have more money to spend, and 
when you spend it, somebody is going to 
produce a good or a service to meet your 
demand. And when they do that, somebody 
is more likely to find work. 

Our tax relief plan came at the right time 
in American history, and I’m proud of the 
work Jim did. I’m proud of the work Chuck 
Grassley and Jim Leach and Greg Ganske 
did. And now, for the sake of the hard-
working people of Iowa and for the sake of 
the farmers and ranchers in this part of the 
world, we need to make sure the tax relief 
is permanent and the death tax is forever ex-
tinguished. 

You listen to these debates in these con-
gressional campaigns in the Senate race, 
they’re going to use every excuse in the book 
to take the tax relief away. That’s a tax in-
crease, as far as I’m concerned. And one 

thing you don’t do in the midst of an eco-
nomic slowdown is raise the taxes on the peo-
ple. If you’re interested in job creation, if 
you’re interested more about spending a per-
son’s pocketbook rather than the Govern-
ment’s pocketbook, you let the people keep 
their own money. And Jim Nussle under-
stands that. 

He also understands the importance of 
education. We passed a really good education 
bill. It’s one that sets high standards, that says 
that every child can learn. It challenges what 
I call the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
See, we understand, if you lower the bar, you 
get bad results. If you have expectations that 
are something other than excellent, if you 
have mediocre expectations, you’ll get medi-
ocrity out of your school systems. 

As well, Jim and I understood, as do the 
other members of the Iowa delegation, that 
the place to enhance educational excellence 
is to trust the local people. See, we under-
stand the people of Iowa care more about 
the children in Iowa than bureaucracies in 
Washington, DC, do. So this bill passed 
power out of Washington. 

And finally, we finally began to say in 
America that if you take Federal money, you 
need to show us whether or not our children 
are learning to read and write and add and 
subtract. See, if you believe every child can 
learn, the next question is, ‘‘Well, are the 
children learning to read and write?’’ If you 
believe that, then you want to ask the ques-
tion, and you want to know. And if they are, 
then we ought to praise the teachers in 
school districts that are meeting this high 
standards. But if not, we need to teach chil-
dren early, because Jim and I understand 
there’s no second-rate children in America. 
No child should left behind—be behind in 
this country. 

Jim mentioned a very important issue, and 
that is Medicare. See, the Medicare system 
is an important system—really important we 
get it right. Medicine has changed. Medicare 
hasn’t. And one of the things that Jim Nussle 
is on the—is leading in Congress—I mean, 
leading—is to make sure that there’s a level 
playing field for Iowa seniors. He and Chuck 
Grassley, Greg Ganske, and Jim Leach spent 
a lot of time on this issue, and they under-
stand that they need to work with Congress 



1557Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 16

to get it done. I’m proud of the leadership 
of Jim Nussle. I’m proud of the leadership 
of Chuck Grassley and Greg Ganske and Jim 
Leach. These fine Iowa citizens know there’s 
a problem, and they’re working with both 
parties to solve the problem. If you want the 
problem solved, you better make sure that 
this man is reelected to the United States 
Congress. 

Nussle is a friend of the farmer, and so 
am I. I understand good agricultural policy 
is important for the economy of our country. 
I also want us an energy bill that includes 
a strong renewable section in the energy bill, 
which means ethanol. But also, Jim under-
stands what I understand, that if you’re good 
at something, you want to promote it. And 
since we’re the best farmers in the world, 
we ought to be doing everything we can to 
sell our farm products around the world. And 
I appreciate so very much his strong support 
for a trade bill that will be good for the Iowa 
farmers. 

And Greg, I appreciate your support on 
a trade bill that will be good for the Iowa 
farmers. Same with you, Senator, and Con-
gressman Leach as well. It’s an important 
piece of legislation I signed. And I promise 
you, I’m going to use this legislation to open 
up markets, so our farmers can make a living. 

Finally, I appreciate Jim Nussle’s under-
standing that we’re—we’ve got a problem 
with an enemy that hates us, that he clearly 
sees like I see that there is a true threat to 
our freedoms. People say, well, you know—
I’m sure youngsters say, ‘‘Well, why would 
somebody want to hurt America?’’ And the 
answer is, because we love freedom. The an-
swer to those youngsters who wonder why 
we’re at war is, because they hate us, because 
we love something precious. The more we 
love our freedoms, the more they hate us, 
and that’s just the reality of the 21st century. 

You see, we love the idea of people being 
able to worship freely, to worship an almighty 
God the way they want to worship an al-
mighty God. We welcome that. We treasure 
that. We hold that dear, and the enemy hates 
that idea. We believe in open debate. We 
believe in freedom of the press. We love our 
freedom in America. And nobody is going 
to take it away from us, no matter how hard 
they try. 

See, we’re in a new era here in this world. 
It used to be we thought there was two 
oceans that separate us from an enemy. And 
we learned differently. We learned that there 
are no oceans which can protect us. We used 
to think that war was a measurement of tanks 
and artillery and airplanes and ships. This is 
a new war. It’s the kind where the enemy 
hides—the leadership of the enemy hides in 
caves and send their youngsters to their suici-
dal death. They kind of move around in the 
shadows of big cities in some countries and 
hide and then strike hard. It doesn’t require 
a lot of weaponry for them to be successful, 
because they’re coldblooded killers. They’re 
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers. 

A major difference between this great 
country, this decent, compassionate land, and 
the people we’re hunting down is, we value 
life. We say, ‘‘Every life is precious. Every-
body counts. Everybody matters in this coun-
try.’’

Our most important job is to protect the 
homeland. Our most important job is to do 
everything in our power to make sure that 
you’re safe, that the enemy is unable to take 
innocent life again. And it’s a big job, because 
we’re a big country. But we’re making 
progress—we’re making good progress at 
home. 

We’ve got a lot of people on alert. We’ve 
got a lot of hard-working Americans running 
down every lead. If we get a hint that some-
body might be thinking about doing some-
thing, you need to know we’re acting on it—
within the confines of the United States Con-
stitution, I might add. We believe in our free-
doms, and we’re going to protect our free-
doms. But we’re running down every sin-
gle—every single lead. And we’re getting a 
lot of leads. We are. 

The other day, as you know, the country 
went on a higher status of alert, for a rea-
son—the noise level began to gin up. A lot 
of people are working hard to protect you. 
I’ve asked the Congress to join me—I want 
to thank the House of Representatives for 
hearing that call—to join me in the creation 
of the Department of Homeland Security so 
we could better coordinate the Government 
agencies involved with your protection. 

Prior to September the 11th they would 
be worried about different things in the 
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Coast Guard or different things in the Border 
Patrol. Now the number one priority for 
these agencies is your protection. And there-
fore, they ought to work under one agency. 
And I also need, in order to protect you bet-
ter, the flexibility to move people from one 
place to another in order to respond to the 
needs of—the enemy. 

The House heard that, and I want to thank 
Jim for his vote. I want to thank Ganske and 
Leach for their votes. It looks like, to me, 
the Senate is heading down the wrong path. 
I hope not, but it may be. You see, they want 
to micromanage the process. They’re more 
interested in special interests in Washington, 
as opposed to your interests, which is pro-
tecting the homeland. I expect there to be 
a bill on my desk soon, and I expect there 
to be a bill that gives me the flexibility—
and future Presidents the flexibility—nec-
essary to do everything we can to protect the 
American people from an enemy which 
hates. 

The best strategy, and only strategy, to de-
fend the homeland is to chase the killers 
down, one at a time, and bring them to jus-
tice. It’s—if they’re in a cave, we head into 
a cave. If they’re in some shadowy neighbor-
hood, we’ll finally put the spotlight on the 
shadowy neighborhood. It doesn’t matter 
where they hide; we’re after them, one per-
son at a time. 

And we’re making good progress. We’re 
making good progress. The other day I’m 
sure you picked up your newspapers or saw 
on your TVs that we captured the guy that 
thought he wanted to be the 20th hijacker. 
I want to thank the Pakistani Government 
for cooperating with U.S. personnel to bring 
this person to justice. This guy is just another 
killer, and we got him—he along with several 
thousand others we have gotten. And another 
like number hadn’t been quite so lucky. They 
weren’t got—they were gotten the ultimate 
way. Slowly but surely, we’re dismantling a 
terrorist network which wants to do more 
harm on America. 

And I want to thank those of you who have 
got a relative in the United States military. 
My, we have got a fabulous United States 
military. 

I asked our Congress for an increase in 
defense spending—a significant increase in 

defense spending, because my attitude is 
this: Anytime we put our youngsters into 
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the 
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment. 

I also wanted to send a message to friend 
and foe alike that we’re in this deal for the 
long haul, and when it comes to the defense 
of our freedoms, this mighty country is going 
to stay the course, that we’re not going to 
forget what happened on September the 
11th, that we’re steadfast and resolved be-
cause we believe in peace. We owe it to our 
children to make the world more secure, that 
freedom has a chance, and that it’s a peaceful 
tomorrow. That’s what we owe it to them. 

It’s going to be a rocky hill at times, getting 
to that peace. There’s some threats out there 
that we have to deal with. The other day I 
gave a speech at the United Nations, delin-
eating one of the clearest threats we face. 
See, we’ve got a man in that part of the world 
who agreed to disarm, agreed to pay com-
pensation to the victims of the horrible 
crimes he committed, agreed not to harbor 
terrorists, and he’s broken every single agree-
ment. 

For 11 long years he has stiffed the world 
community. I went to the United Nations 
and said, ‘‘Either you can be relevant in the 
world or not, your pick. We want you to be 
a part of keeping the peace. We want you 
to be strong.’’

But I also had another message: We the 
world cannot let the world’s worst leaders 
harbor and develop the world’s worst weap-
ons. This tyrant must be dealt with, for the 
sake of our children and our children’s chil-
dren. We owe it to the world to show 
strength and resolve and leadership. 

This country is a great and strong country. 
Witness the fact that—what happened after 
9/11. Instead of being cowed by these terror-
ists, we rose up in mighty indignation. But 
we also did something else, and it’s hap-
pening all across Iowa and all across America. 
People understand that in order to fight evil, 
you can do so by loving your neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

In community after community, citizens 
understand there’s a different calling to patri-
otism today, that a patriot is more than some-
body who just puts his hand over his heart. 
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A patriot is also somebody who wants to 
make the community in which they live a 
more decent and honorable place, a more 
compassionate place. 

In the midst of our plenty, there are peo-
ple in America who hurt. There are pockets 
of despair and hopelessness. And Govern-
ment can hand out money, and frankly we 
do a pretty good job of it. But what it cannot 
do is put hope into people’s hearts or a sense 
of purpose in people’s lives. That’s done 
when a citizen puts his or her arm around 
somebody who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you? Can I mentor 
you? Can I teach you to read? As a shut-
in, what can I do to make your day a brighter 
day?’’ No, my call to the American people, 
if you want to join the war on terror, is to 
love your neighbor, is to help somebody. 

Flight 93—I had the honor of going to the 
site and hugging the families of the 40 who 
were on that airplane. Flight 93, it’s the flight 
where people flying across the country heard 
the plane was going to be used as a weapon. 
They called their loved ones on cell phones 
and told them, ‘‘I love you.’’ They told—one 
of them said, let’s—they said a prayer; a guy 
said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the plane into 
the ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

It’s an example of what is happening in 
America, where people understand serving 
something greater than self is a part of being 
a complete American. I call upon all of you 
all—my call to our fellow Americans is, when 
you find hurt, be a part of healing and recog-
nize that while you can’t do everything, you 
can do something to help change America, 
one heart and one soul and one conscience 
at a time. 

No, the enemy hit us—they hit us. But 
out of that terrible day can come some good. 
There’s no doubt in my mind, if America re-
mains strong and steadfast, we can achieve 
peace—can achieve peace for this generation 
and for future generations to come. 

And the enemy hit us, and out of the evil 
done to America that day is going to come 

a more compassionate and decent and hope-
ful America, because they hit the greatest na-
tion, full of the finest people on the face of 
the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless. 
God bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. at the 
Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds. In his remarks, he 
referred to Representative Nussle’s wife, Karen, 
and his mother, Laura; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an 
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. Representative Nussle is a 
candidate for reelection in Iowa’s Second Con-
gressional District.

Message on the Observance of 
Yom Kippur, 5763
September 16, 2002

The Lord loves righteousness and justice; 
The earth is full of his unfailing love. 

Psalm 33:5

Yom Kippur is a day of holy reflection and 
reverence. Jewish tradition sets this day aside 
as a time to seek atonement, and to return, 
in forgiveness, to the enduring love of the 
Almighty. As you pray, may you place your 
trust in the promises of God, and look to 
the future with hope. 

As we face the challenges of a new era, 
faith is an important source of strength and 
goodness in America. At this time of renewal, 
I encourage you to recommit to a life of com-
passion, love, and service. Together we can 
transform our Nation, one heart and one soul 
at a time. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a blessed day. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.
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Proclamation 7594—Citizenship Day 
and Constitution Week, 2002
September 16, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, es-
tablish Justice, insure domestic Tran-
quility, provide for the common defense, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States 
of America. 

With these words, written more than 200 
years ago, our Forefathers laid the founda-
tions for a great Nation, adopting a Constitu-
tion that has since proven to be an enduring 
and true guide for American government. 
The Constitution’s powerful framework for 
establishing and preserving liberty, justice, 
and opportunity has enabled us to prosper 
as a Nation and thrive as a people through 
more than two centuries of political change, 
social transformation, and economic chal-
lenge. 

The Founders secured the principles ex-
pressed in the Declaration of Independence 
by establishing a government that derives its 
power from the consent of the American 
people. The government established by the 
Constitution formed a remarkably resilient 
structure, balancing necessary authority with 
inherent freedoms, national unity with indi-
vidual rights, and Federal interests with State 
powers. In setting this foundation, the 
Founders also recognized the potential for 
necessary change. They included a constitu-
tional amendment process, which has proven 
to be a vitally important mechanism for 
achieving equality and fairness for all our citi-
zens. 

Our Constitution is sustained by Ameri-
cans who daily defend the principles of de-
mocracy and freedom. We understand that 
with great privileges come great responsibil-
ities. Citizenship not only involves a commit-
ment to our Nation but also to our neighbors 
and those in need. Over the past year, we 
have seen many outstanding examples of self-

less sacrifice, courageous compassion, and 
true generosity. We remain committed to 
building a culture of service and responsi-
bility that inspires citizens to reach out to 
the needy, take leadership in improving our 
communities, and participate fully in our 
democratic process. 

Today, the United States stands as a bea-
con of democracy and tolerance, inviting the 
nations of the world to pursue justice, pro-
vide freedom, and protect liberty for their 
people. As we face the challenges of a new 
era, we remain resolved and vigilant in the 
defense of life and liberty against tyranny and 
terror. Drawing strength and guidance from 
our Constitution, we will work to ensure that 
the blessings of American liberty endure and 
extend for generations to come. 

In remembrance of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans 
who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint 
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 
106, as amended), designated September 17 
as ‘‘Citizenship Day,’’ and by joint resolution 
of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amend-
ed), requested that the President proclaim 
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitu-
tion Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2002, as 
Citizenship Day and September 17 through 
September 23, 2002, as Constitution Week. 
I encourage Federal, State, and local offi-
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and 
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our commitment as 
citizens of our great Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 19, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 20.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments 
September 13, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed requests for FY 2003 budget amend-
ments for the Departments of Agriculture, 
Energy, Interior, and Transportation; Inter-
national Assistance Programs; and the Na-
tional Capital Planning Commission. 

In total, these amendments would not af-
fect the budgetary resources proposed in my 
FY 2003 Budget. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. I 
concur with his comments and observations. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on September 17. An original 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this letter.

Remarks Announcing the Teaching 
American History and Civic 
Education Initiatives 
September 17, 2002

Thank you all very much. Welcome to the 
Rose Garden. Thanks for getting up so early. 

I do want to appreciate David 
McCullough. It’s an honor to be introduced 
by David McCullough. I appreciate his con-
tribution to our Nation. He’s made history 
come alive for millions of Americans. He’s 
encouraged the teaching of history in our 
classrooms. He’s made a lasting contribution 
to our Nation, and we’re grateful for that 
contribution. 

It is fitting that on the anniversary of the 
signing of the Constitution, the three 
branches of our Government are represented 
here. 

Here in America, we see a broad renewal 
of American patriotism. And this is some-
thing to give thanks for; it really is. And it’s 
something we must build on. To properly un-

derstand and love our country, we must know 
our country’s history. 

Today I am announcing several initiatives 
that will improve students’ knowledge of 
American history, increase their civic involve-
ment, and deepen their love for our great 
country. 

I appreciate so very much Lynne Cheney, 
her—well, the fact she married a great Vice 
President, for starters. [Laughter] But she 
loves history. She has written books to en-
courage our children to understand history. 
Today she’s hosting a celebration of the 
215th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution 
at the Vice President’s house—she kindly in-
vited Laura to go. 

I appreciate Justice Anthony Kennedy for 
coming. Not only is he a great Supreme 
Court Justice, he cares about the community 
in which he lives. He’s worked with the 
American Bar Association on what they call 
a Dialogue on Freedom, an initiative to foster 
discussions in our Nation’s classrooms about 
American civic values. Thank you, Justice 
Kennedy, for that. [Applause] Delayed ap-
plause is better than no applause. [Laughter] 

I appreciate so very much our Secretary 
of Education, Rod Paige. Rod is a—he’s a 
straightforward fellow who cares deeply 
about our children. When we say no child 
should be left behind, he means it. He’s 
doing a great job. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. 

I do want to thank the Members of Con-
gress who are here. I’m especially pleased 
that Senator Kennedy and Senator Gregg 
from the Senate have come. These two 
strange bedfellows worked together to pass 
one of the most comprehensive education re-
form plans in our Nation’s history. They care 
deeply about our country. I’m honored that 
you two are here. 

And also two fine Members from the 
House of Representatives, Chairman Jim 
Sensenbrenner and Congressman Tim Roe-
mer, we’re honored that you’re here. Thank 
you for coming. And thank you for your deep 
concern about our country and its future. 

I thank Bob Cole for being here, who’s 
the Chairman of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. I thank John Carlin, 
who’s the national Archivist, and Cathy Gorn, 



1562 Sept. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

who’s the executive director of National His-
tory Day. I thank Les Lenkowsky, who’s the 
CEO of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service. I appreciate my friend 
Stephen Goldsmith, who’s chairman of the 
board of directors of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, for being 
here. And thank you all for coming. 

In the last year, in this last year of Amer-
ican history, we have witnessed acts of sac-
rifice and heroism, compassion and courage, 
unity and fierce determination. We have 
been reminded that we are citizens with obli-
gations to each other, to our country, and 
to our history. 

These examples are particularly important 
for our children. Children reflect the values 
they see in their parents and in their heroes. 
And this is how a culture can be strengthened 
and changed for the better. 

During the last year, our children have 
seen that lasting achievement in life comes 
through sacrifice and service. They’ve seen 
that evil is real but that courage and justice 
can triumph. They’ve seen that America is 
a force for good in the world, bringing hope 
and freedom to other people. 

In recent events, our children have wit-
nessed the great character of America. Yet, 
they also need to know the great cause of 
America. They are seeing Americans fight for 
our country. They also must know why their 
country is worth fighting for. 

Our history is not a story of perfection. 
It’s a story of imperfect people working to-
ward great ideals. This flawed nation is also 
a really good nation, and the principles we 
hold are the hope of all mankind. When chil-
dren are given the real history of America, 
they will also learn to love America. 

Our Founders believed the study of history 
and citizenship should be at the core of every 
American’s education. Yet today, our chil-
dren have large and disturbing gaps in their 
knowledge of history. Recent studies tell us 
that nearly one in five high school seniors 
think that Germany was an ally of the United 
States in World War II. Twenty-eight per-
cent of eighth graders do not know the rea-
sons why the Civil War was fought. One-third 
of fourth graders do not know what it means 
to ‘‘pledge allegiance to the flag.’’ Graduating 
seniors at some of our leading colleges and 

universities cannot correctly identify words 
from the Gettysburg Address or do not know 
that James Madison is the father of the Con-
stitution. 

This is more than academic failure. Igno-
rance of American history and civics weakens 
our sense of citizenship. To be an American 
is not just a matter of blood or birth. We 
are bound by ideals, and our children must 
know those ideals. 

They should know about the nearly impos-
sible victory of the Revolutionary War and 
the debates of the Constitutional Conven-
tion. They should know the meaning of the 
Declaration of Independence and how Abra-
ham Lincoln applied its principles to flight—
to fight slavery. Our children should know 
why Martin Luther King, Jr., was in a Bir-
mingham city jail and why he wrote a mag-
nificent letter from that place. Our children 
need to know about America’s liberation of 
Europe during World War II and why the 
Berlin Wall came down. At this very mo-
ment, Americans are fighting in foreign lands 
for principles defined at our founding, and 
every American—particularly every Amer-
ican child—should fully understand these 
principles. 

The primary responsibility for teaching 
history and civics rests with our elementary 
and secondary schools, and they’ve got to do 
their job. The Federal Government can help, 
and today I’m announcing three new initia-
tives spearheaded by the USA Freedom 
Corps and designed to support the teaching 
of American history and civic education. 

The first initiative is called We the Peo-
ple—it will be administered by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities—which will 
encourage the teaching of American history 
and civic education. The program will pro-
vide grants to develop good curricula, hold 
training seminars for schoolteachers and uni-
versity faculty, sponsor a lecture series in 
which acclaimed scholars like David 
McCullough will tell the story of great figures 
from American history, and enlist high school 
students in a national essay contest about the 
principles and ideals of America. We will use 
technology to share these important lessons 
with schools and communities throughout 
America. 
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The Federal Government conserves and 
protects some of our greatest national treas-
ures, and we need to make them more read-
ily available to Americans in their schools and 
local communities. Our second initiative is 
called Our Documents, an innovative project 
that will be run by the National Archives and 
the National History Day. This project will 
use the Internet to bring one hundred of 
America’s most important documents from 
the National Archives to classrooms and 
communities across the country, to provide 
lesson plans, and to foster competitions and 
discussions about these defining moments in 
our history. 

Students and their teachers will see docu-
ments online in their original form, well-
known documents such as our Constitution 
or the Emancipation Proclamation or the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. They will also see 
other important but less widely available doc-
uments, such as the Lee Resolution, which 
first proposed independence for American 
colonies, and Jefferson’s secret message to 
Congress regarding the exploration of the 
West. 

Third, early next year we will convene a 
White House Forum on American History, 
Civics, and Service. We will discuss new poli-
cies to improve the teaching of history and 
civics in elementary and secondary schools 
and in our colleges and universities. We will 
hear from educators and scholars about ways 
to better monitor students’ understanding of 
American history and civics and how to make 
more of our great national treasures—how 
to make them more accessible and more rel-
evant to the lives of our students. 

American children are not born knowing 
what they should cherish—are not born 
knowing why they should cherish American 
values. A love of democratic principles must 
be taught. 

A poet once said, ‘‘What we have loved, 
others will love, and we will teach them 
how.’’ We love our country, and we must 
teach our children to do the same. And when 
we do, they will carry on our heritage of free-
dom into the future. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:42 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to historian David McCullough; and 

Bruce Cole, Chairman, National Endowment for 
the Humanities.

Remarks at a Luncheon for 
Senatorial Candidate Lamar 
Alexander in Nashville, Tennessee 

September 17, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thanks. Thank 
you. Thanks a lot. Thank you, ‘‘Senator.’’ 
[Laughter] There’s no doubt in my mind 
Lamar Alexander will make a great—a lot of 
great contributions to our Nation. But one 
of the lasting contributions he will make is 
a contribution he made before when he held 
office, and that is, he brought honor and dig-
nity to the office to which he had been elect-
ed. 

I’m proud to be back in Tennessee. I want 
to thank you all for having me here. I’m 
proud to come back and say as clearly as I 
can to the citizens of Tennessee, Lamar Alex-
ander should become the next United States 
Senator. And there’s a lot of reasons why, 
and one of them is because he married well. 
Like me, he married a Texan. And like me, 
he married above himself. We appreciate 
Honey, and she’s a class act like Lamar is, 
and I’m proud to know them both. 

I wish my wife were here with me. You 
may remember, or maybe you don’t know, 
but when I married Laura, she was a public 
school librarian. She didn’t care for politics; 
she didn’t like politicians. Now here she is, 
the First Lady of the United States. Thank 
goodness. What a fabulous job she is doing. 
I bring her greetings to Lamar and Honey 
and all of you all. She is doing great, by the 
way. She’s settled in. Public housing is all 
right there in Washington. [Laughter] 

I do want to thank the members of the 
mighty Tennessee delegation who are here, 
starting with Fred Thompson. There’s only 
one man in this State who can fill the shoes 
of Fred Thompson, and that’s Lamar Alex-
ander. And Fred, thank you for your service. 
I appreciate his service to Tennessee and to 
America. Fortunately, he isn’t quitting early. 
He’s still got some—he’s got some—he’s got 
a task ahead there on the floor of the Senate, 
and that’s to make sure I get a Homeland 
Security Department that is unfettered from 
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Government rules and bureaucracies, a 
Homeland Security Department that will 
allow this President and future Presidents to 
move people to the right place at the right 
time, in order to protect the homeland from 
an enemy which still hates us. And Fred 
Thompson is leading that charge. And as he 
succeeds and when he succeeds, he will leave 
behind a fabulous legacy for future adminis-
trations and Senators. Fred, thank you. 
You’ve been a great Senator. 

I appreciate Senator Bill Frist. He too is 
a fine Senator. You sent two good ones up 
there, and you’re about to send another good 
one in Lamar. But thank you for being here, 
Senator Frist. I appreciate the next Governor 
of the State of Tennessee, Van Hilleary, for 
joining us today. I want to thank Ed Bryant, 
and I want to thank Zach Wamp as well for 
being here. I hope these Congressmen are 
here to hear my speeches. I hope it’s not 
just to get a free ride on Air Force One head-
ing back to Washington. Either way, you’ll 
find the speeches are probably too long and 
the accommodations on Air Force One is just 
fine. But these are fine Members of the Con-
gress. I’m proud to work with them. 

I’m also traveling today—since we’re going 
to a school here in Nashville, I’m traveling 
with our Secretary of Education, Rod Paige, 
who’s doing such a fantastic job on behalf 
of the children of America. And Rod, thank 
you for coming. 

I want to thank all those who helped put 
on this event. I want to thank Ted Welch. 
I want to thank Beth Harwell and Stephanie 
Chivers. I want to thank my friend David 
Kustoff. I want to thank all of you all who 
are involved in grassroots politics. 

One thing people like Lamar and I under-
stand is that we can’t win without the folks 
who are willing to dial the telephones and 
put the signs in the yards and make sure the 
mailers go out on time, make sure the voters 
go up to vote. I want to thank you for what 
you have done, and I want to thank you for 
what you’re going to do. It is really important 
that you go back to your coffee shops, your 
houses of worship, your community centers, 
and remind the good people of Tennessee 
what a fine leader Lamar Alexander has 
been, is, and will be on behalf of the people 
of Tennessee. 

He should win this race just on what he 
has done. He was one of the great Governors 
of this State. He’s one of the most imagina-
tive and reform-oriented Secretaries of Edu-
cation. He’d been in higher education. He 
loves his family. He loves his country. He’s 
got fabulous values. The thing I appreciate 
about him is that he does not rest on his 
laurels; he’s a forward-thinking man. He 
knows that we’ve got to continue to work to-
gether to challenge the status quo when we 
find our children trapped in mediocre 
schools. He understands that mediocrity 
must be challenged. He challenged—liked to 
challenge what I call the soft bigotry of low 
expectations. It’s going to be good to have 
a man in the United States Senate who will 
stand by my side to insist upon strong ac-
countability, to make sure that no child in 
America—not one single child—gets left be-
hind in our public education system. 

As Lamar mentioned, we’re going over to 
a school here in Nashville to talk about the 
importance of teaching history and civics to 
our Nation’s youth, that we want to make 
sure that when we talk about how—why we 
defend liberty, they understand the history 
of liberty; they understand the great ideals 
of our country and the values that make 
America the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth. I look forward to going with 
Lamar over to East Literature Magnet 
School to talk about the promise of America 
and the hope for a better world, not only 
here but around the world. He understands 
the value of education. 

He also understands the need to make 
sure our economy grows. In Washington, 
sometimes when you listen to the rhetoric 
of some of them up there, they believe Gov-
ernment creates jobs. See, the role of Gov-
ernment is not to create wealth but an envi-
ronment in which the entrepreneur and 
small business can flourish, so people can 
find work. And that’s why it’s going to be 
important to have somebody who under-
stands that when you let a person keep more 
of their own money, that person is likely to 
demand a good or a service. And when they 
demand a good or a service in this country, 
in this system, somebody is likely to produce 
the good or a service. And when somebody 
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produces the good or a service, somebody 
is more likely to find work. 

And the whole economic package of this 
administration is based upon jobs. We will 
do everything in our power to make sure that 
jobs are available for people who want to 
work, and that starts with letting people keep 
more of their own money. The interesting 
thing is, we have passed this tax relief plan, 
and yet because of a quirk in the law, a quirk 
in the Senate rules, the law goes away after 
10 years. That’s kind of a hard one to explain 
to the ranchers in Crawford, Texas. ‘‘We’re 
going to cut your taxes, but we’re really not 
cutting them.’’ What we’ve got to make sure 
is, you send the United States Senator from 
Tennessee who will make the tax cuts perma-
nent on behalf of the working people of this 
State. 

By the way, one of the things we did in 
our tax relief package, besides laying the 
groundwork for economic growth, was we 
started putting the death tax on its way to 
extinction. The death tax is bad for Ten-
nessee farmers. The death tax is bad for Ten-
nessee ranchers. The death tax is bad for 
Tennessee entrepreneurs. The death tax is 
just plain bad. And you better send you a 
Senator up there who will get rid of the death 
tax once and for all. 

The foundation for economic growth is 
strong here in America. Inflation is down. 
Interest rates are low. Productivity of the 
American worker is up. But one of the things 
that you need to be concerned about is Con-
gress overspending, is Congress not under-
standing the need for fiscal responsibility, so 
that our economy continues to grow. If Con-
gress overspends, it will serve as a drag on 
economic vitality. You see, some of them up 
there don’t understand whose money we’re 
spending. We don’t spend the Government’s 
money in Washington; we’re spending your 
money. And it’s important to have United 
States Senators like Thompson and Frist who 
understand fiscal sanity is important in Wash-
ington. 

See, every program sounds great up there. 
Everybody’s idea sounds wonderful. The 
problem, in Washington terms, they’ve all got 
billions of dollars worth of price tags attached 
to them. They can’t even get a budget out 
of the United States Senate. We need a 

budget. If you don’t have a budget, the likeli-
hood that—the likelihood is, the Senate is 
going to overspend. How can you set prior-
ities without a budget? And my priorities are 
defending the American people, making sure 
the homeland is secure. And therefore, we 
need to have Senators in Washington, DC, 
who are there to protect the taxpayer’s 
money, to be fiscally sound. 

No, I’ve got a veto, and I intend to use 
it if they overspend. But it would certainly 
be helpful to have Senators up there that 
don’t cause me—necessary to use it. 

I appreciate the fact that I’ll be able to 
work with Lamar on making sure the good 
people who I nominate to our Federal 
benches will not only get a fair hearing but 
a speedy hearing and will get approved. The 
country got to see what happens when the 
Senate gets so politicized that they won’t give 
people a fair hearing when it comes to judi-
cial nominees. 

I named a fabulous woman out of Texas, 
named Priscilla Owen, to the Fifth Court. 
And they distorted her record. She had the 
highest ranking from the ABA, and yet hav-
ing listened to the rhetoric coming out of a 
highly politicized and polarized committee, 
you never would have realized how qualified 
she is. She was turned down for purely polit-
ical purposes. For the sake of a Federal judi-
ciary that is strong and solid, we need United 
States Senators like Lamar Alexander who 
will be fair and reasonable and realistic and 
will not play politics with the President’s judi-
cial nominees. 

And I look forward to having this good 
man in the United States Senate to stand side 
by side with me to help fulfill the most im-
portant role we have in Washington, and 
that’s to protect the homeland. Our most im-
portant job is to protect an enemy which still 
exists and still hates from taking other lives. 

People say, ‘‘Well, you know, are you sure 
they’re still out there?’’ Yes, I’m sure, and 
I know they still hate. I want you to tell your 
children who ask the question, ‘‘Why would 
America be under attack,’’ to look them 
square in the eye and tell them, ‘‘It’s because 
we love freedom, is why we’re under attack.’’ 
We hold freedom dear. We love the idea of 
worshiping freely in America, and we’ll never 
let go of our freedoms. And so long as we 
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hold dear to our freedoms, the enemy will 
hate us, because they hate freedom. These 
are people that do not value human life. And 
here in America, we say, ‘‘Everybody mat-
ters. Each life is precious. Everybody 
counts.’’ These are people who hijacked a 
great religion in order to justify their murder. 

So our most important job is to do every-
thing we can to make sure our homeland is 
secure. And it starts with an issue that I 
talked to you about that Fred’s working on, 
and that is to combine the agencies involved 
with homeland security in such a way that 
we can properly enforce our borders, for ex-
ample. We need to know who’s coming into 
America. We need to know what they’re 
bringing into America. We need to know if 
they’re leaving America when they say 
they’re going to leave America. 

And yet when you look down at our bor-
ders, north and south, there are three dif-
ferent United States agencies involved with 
the security of our border, Customs, INS, 
and Border Patrol, all of them manned by 
very fine men and women, all of them staffed 
by hard-working Americans. But they’ve got 
different cultures, different strategies. It 
makes no sense for the President not to be 
able to put the right people at the right place 
at the right time to protect the homeland. 

And the problem is, in the United States 
Senate, they’re more interested in Washing-
ton’s special interests than they are in the 
interests of protecting the American people. 
I hope they get a good bill out of the Senate 
before they go home to campaign. But I’m 
going to make good on my promise that if 
the flexibility is not in the bill, the flexibility 
that Fred is so hard-working on, that I’m 
going to use my veto power. I will not accept 
a lousy bill that makes it impossible for the 
President—this President or future Presi-
dents—to do what the American people ex-
pect, and that’s to protect the homeland. 

The best way to secure the homeland, the 
best way to make sure that we protect our 
children and our children’s future, the best 
way to defend freedom and civilization itself, 
is to hunt the killers down, one person at 
a time, and bring them to justice, which is 
exactly what the United States of America 
is going to do. 

We’re in a different kind of war. But make 
no mistake about it, it’s still war. In the old 
days, you could count the enemy’s tanks or 
airplanes or ships, and say, ‘‘Well, look how 
much we demolished,’’ or, ‘‘Their industrial 
capacity can’t keep up with the war demands, 
and therefore, they’re diminished as an 
enemy.’’ This is a different kind of enemy. 
Remember, these are the kind of enemies 
that hide in caves. They find the darkest cave 
they can find. They burrow in there, and then 
they send some youngster to their suicidal 
death. These are people that hate. These are 
people that take innocent life at the drop of 
a hat. These people are resourceful, and 
they’re wily, and they’re determined. But 
they are not as determined as the mighty 
United States of America. There is no cave 
deep enough; there’s no neighborhood dark 
enough for them to hide in, as far as I’m 
concerned. 

And thanks to a coalition of countries that 
love freedom as much as we do, and thanks 
to a fantastic United States military, we’re 
making good progress on the war against 
these killers. Just read your newspaper. The 
other day, the fellow that thought he wanted 
to be 20th hijacker is in custody. He’s off 
the streets. He thought he could hide. He 
thought he could run. He thought he could 
escape the justice of the United States of 
America. No matter how long it takes, this 
mighty Nation will do everything is required 
to defend our freedom. 

I bet we’ve hauled in over 2,500 of them 
so far. I say ‘‘we’’—it’s not just the America 
military; it’s our friends and allies. Remem-
ber the doctrine, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the enemy,’’ and that doctrine 
still stands. And as a result, over a couple 
thousand of them have been hauled in, and 
that number—about the same number met 
a different fate. They weren’t as lucky. 

And another doctrine still stands. It says, 
‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a ter-
rorist, if you house a terrorist, you’re just as 
guilty as those who murdered thousands of 
innocent American lives.’’ And the Taliban 
found out what we want. I want you to re-
mind your children, with all—in the midst 
of all this war talk, the midst of the—on the 
television screens seeing our troops and all 
the stuff going on—remind them that this 
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mighty Nation went into a country, as we 
upheld that doctrine, not to conquer anybody 
but to liberate a people from the clutches 
of one of the most barbaric regimes in the 
history of mankind. Thanks to the United 
States and our friends and allies, many young 
girls, for the first time, go to school. 

No, this great, compassionate Nation will 
not only defend our Nation; we will believe 
in freedom for everybody. See, we think ev-
erybody matters, every life counts, every per-
son has got worth, whether they be American 
or anywhere else around the globe. 

Speaking about barbaric regimes, we must 
deal with probably one of the most—not 
probably—one of the most real threats we 
face, and that is the idea of a barbaric regime 
teaming up with a terrorist network and pro-
viding weapons of mass destruction, to hold 
the United States and our allies and our 
friends blackmail. 

I gave a speech at the United Nations. I 
said, for the sake of peace, for the sake of 
security, after 11 years of not doing what he 
said he would do, it is time for us to deal 
with the true threats; it’s time with us to deal 
with Saddam Hussein; it’s time for us to se-
cure the peace. The United Nations must act. 
It’s a time for them to determine whether 
or not they’ll be the United Nations or the 
League of Nations. It’s time to determine 
whether or not they’ll be a force for good 
and peace or an ineffective debating society. 
The United States will remain strong in our 
conviction that we must not and will not 
allow the world’s worst leaders to hold the 
United States and our friends and allies 
blackmail or threaten us with the world’s 
worst weapons. 

I have asked Congress to support me in 
this war. And I must say, the bipartisan sup-
port has been strong, and I appreciate that. 
But Congress has been lacking in one area. 
I requested the most—the largest increase 
in defense spending since Ronald Reagan 
was the President, for two reasons. One, any-
time we send our troops into harm’s way, 
they deserve the best pay, the best training, 
and the best possible equipment. And sec-
ondly, I wanted to send a message to friend 
and foe alike that the United States is not 
going to relent in our quest for freedom, that 
we’re in this deal for the long haul, that 

there’s not a calendar on my desk that says 
by such-and-such a date, we quit. See, that’s 
not what you do when you face an enemy 
which hates. That’s not what you do when 
you know that history has called us to defend 
our freedoms. 

I say the Congress failed because the 
House passed a defense bill and the Senate 
passed a defense bill, but they haven’t gotten 
together to get me a defense bill yet. They 
need to act. The leadership in Washington 
needs to move a defense bill to my desk as 
quickly as possible. They not ought—they 
ought not to play politics with the defense 
appropriations bill in the midst of a war, a 
war that will define civilization itself. 

I don’t know what got into the enemy 
when they hit us. They must have thought 
the Nation was so materialistic and so self-
absorbed and so selfish and so shallow that 
after September the 11th, 2001, all we would 
do is file a lawsuit or two. They didn’t under-
stand America. They don’t know that when 
they struck us, they struck a mighty nation 
that loves freedom. They didn’t realize that 
out of the evil done to this country can come 
incredible good. And I believe that. I believe 
that by remaining tough and strong on terror, 
by working with nations around the world 
and reminding them the stakes—about the 
stakes, by always adhering to the ideals that 
make our Nation strong, that we can achieve 
peace. 

I want you to tell your kids, my dream is 
peace. I want the world to be a peaceful 
world, not only for our children but children 
everywhere. I want there to be peace in the 
Middle East, and I believe by remaining 
tough and strong, we can achieve peace in 
the Middle East. I believe we can achieve 
peace in South Asia. I understand that the 
hurdles are going to be great, and there’s 
going to be rough moments. But the enemy 
has given us a chance to achieve some good 
out of the evil, by realizing peace. And here 
at home, we have a chance to foster a more 
compassionate society. 

In the midst of our plenty, there are peo-
ple who hurt in America. There are people 
who are addicted, who are lonely. There are 
people who wonder whether or not the so-
called American Dream is meant for them. 
I understand that Government can hand out 
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money, and we do a pretty darn good job 
of it. But what Government cannot do is put 
hope into people’s hearts or a sense of pur-
pose in people’s lives. That is done when a 
fellow American puts their arm around some-
body who hurts and says, ‘‘I love you. What 
can I do to help you?’’

There’s a new spirit in America, thanks to 
what happened on September the 11th. We 
still mourn for the loss of life, but there are 
thousands of our fellow citizens who have 
asked the question, ‘‘How can I help?’’ And 
they’ve heard the call: You can help fight evil 
by doing good. You can fight evil by loving 
your neighbor just like you’d like to be loved 
yourself. 

No, in this country, there’s a new sense 
of responsibility. People are learning that 
being a patriot is more than just putting your 
hand over your heart and saying the pledge 
allegiance. Being a patriot is serving a cause 
greater than yourself. 

The enemy hit us, but they didn’t know 
who they were hitting. They’ve—they hit a 
country with a strong spirit, a strong sense 
of purpose, a strong drive to make sure that 
every single citizen has a chance. And so I 
remind my fellow Americans, it doesn’t take 
much to be a part of a change, to be a part 
of the gathering momentum of millions of 
acts of kindness that will define the true face 
of our country. Mentor a child. Go to a shut-
in’s house and say, ‘‘Can I help you?’’ Be 
a part of the Boys and Girls Clubs. 

I met a young man who—today who wants 
to run a—is going to run an after-school pro-
gram in the Boys and Girls Club. He’s a jun-
ior in high school. He heard the call. Join 
the Peace Corps. If you’re a youngster, be 
a member of the USA Freedom Corps. Serve 
a country by serving a neighbor in need. And 
that’s what’s taking place. 

You know, I first got into politics because 
I believed our culture ought to change from 
one that said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it, and 
if you’ve got a problem, blame somebody 
else,’’ to a culture which says, ‘‘Each of us 
are responsible for the decisions we make 
in life.’’ And if you’re a mom or a dad, you’re 
responsible for loving your children with all 
your heart and all your soul. If you’re living 
in Nashville, Tennessee, you’re responsible 
for the quality of education in the neighbor-

hoods; you’re responsible for the quality of 
life. If you’re running a corporation in Amer-
ica, you’re responsible to your shareholders 
and your employees to tell the truth and not 
lie about your books. If you’re a responsible 
America, it means you love your neighbor 
just like you’d like to be loved yourself. And 
that’s what’s happening. 

There’s no question in my mind this great 
country is going to rise to the challenges we 
face. There’s no doubt in my mind that by 
remaining strong and steadfast, we can win 
the war on terror and help the world become 
more peaceful. And there’s no doubt in my 
mind that we can find those dark corners of 
hopelessness and help bring light, by loving 
them—by loving a neighbor in need. 

You know why I say, ‘‘no doubt in my 
mind’’? Because this is the finest country on 
the face of the Earth, full of the most decent, 
honorable people. I’m proud you came today. 
I’m proud to support Lamar Alexander. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the 
East Exhibit Hall at the Nashville Convention 
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Honey Al-
exander, wife of candidate Alexander; Ted Welch, 
finance chairman, Alexander for Senate; Beth 
Harwell, chairman, and Stephanie Chivers, na-
tional committeewoman, Tennessee Republican 
Party; David Kustoff, candidate for Tennessee’s 
Seventh Congressional District; Ramzi bin al-
Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping 
to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Boys and Girls Club 
volunteer Harry Ingle, Jr.

Remarks at East Literature Magnet 
School in Nashville 
September 17, 2002

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for that 
warm welcome—really warm welcome. 
[Laughter] Across America today, Americans 
are reciting 31 world—words that help de-
fine our country. In one sentence, we affirm 
our form of government, our belief in human 
dignity, our unity as a people, and our reli-
ance on Providence. 

And this pledge takes on a special meaning 
in a time of war. Our enemies hate these 
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words. That’s what you’ve got to understand. 
They hate the words, and they want to erase 
them. We’re determined to stand for these 
words and live them out in our lives. Our 
allegiance has never been stronger. We’ve 
never been more determined. And we must 
work to teach our children to love our Nation 
as much as we do. 

I want to thank you all for coming today. 
I particularly want to thank our Secretary of 
Education for traveling with me, Rod Paige. 
I picked Rod out of a lot of really good can-
didates because I wanted somebody to be 
in Washington who had actually been on the 
frontlines of educating every child. We didn’t 
need any more theory in Washington. We 
needed people that had actually done. And 
when we talk about raising the bar and chal-
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations, 
so that every child can learn, when we talk 
about having an accountability system to 
make sure no child is left behind, our Sec-
retary of Education has actually done it. He 
ran one of the largest school districts in my 
State, our State, and he did so with class and 
dignity. And the children of Houston, Texas, 
are better off for it. Mr. Secretary, thank you 
for coming. 

I’m also proud to be sharing the stage with 
another superintendent, Pedro Garcia. 
Mucho gusto, Pedro. Pedro is a good leader. 
It’s very interesting—we were talking before 
we came out here and Pedro was a part of 
what they call Operation Pedro Pan—Oper-
ation Peter Pan. So, by the way, was a mem-
ber of my Cabinet, Mel Martinez. When both 
Pedro and Mel were young men, their par-
ents wanted their children to grow up in free-
dom, so they put them on an airplane to a 
foreign land. They had great faith in America, 
faith—so much faith in the ideals of our 
country that they were willing to trust their 
teenage children with a stranger in a foreign 
country. And they came and were loved. I 
don’t know about, Pedro, whether your mom 
and dad came, but Mel’s mother and daddy 
came. 

And I want you all to remember these sto-
ries about Pedro, who’s now your super-
intendent of school, or Mel, who’s in my 
Cabinet, that this country offered so much 
hope and so much promise, because we be-
lieve so strongly in freedom that people such 

as the Garcias and the Martinezes were will-
ing to give up their children so they could 
grow up in a free society. I love the story 
of Pedro Pan. I love the job you’re doing, 
and I wish you all the best. 

And I’m also so appreciative for Kaye, 
Kaye Schneider, the principal of East Lit-
erature Magnet School, for opening up this 
school. She said it’s been an amazing experi-
ence. I bet it has, with all these—[laugh-
ter]—all these advance people and all the en-
tourage here. But thanks for opening up this 
great school. I’m here because this is a center 
of excellence, a school that refuses to leave 
any child behind, and it starts with having 
a good, solid, sound principal. So Kaye, thank 
you very much. 

I want to thank all the teachers who are 
here. Thank you for taking on a noble profes-
sion. Old Sam Houston, he used to live in 
Tennessee. And at one time he had been the 
Governor of Texas and a Senator from Texas. 
And he was a famous Tennessee guy, and 
he was a President of the Republic of Texas. 
And they said, ‘‘Of all the jobs you’ve ever 
had, Sam, what was the most important 
one?’’ He said, without hesitation, ‘‘teacher,’’ 
because he had been a teacher. 

I want to thank the mothers and dads who 
are here. Thank you for coming. You too are 
teachers. The best education starts at home, 
by loving your children with all your heart 
and all your soul. I want to thank the students 
who are here. Thanks for letting me come 
by and visit with you. 

I appreciate so very much elected officials 
who have come today: Senator Fred Thomp-
son, Senator Bill Frist, Congressman Zach 
Wamp, Congressman Van Hilleary, Con-
gressman Bob Clement, Congressman Bart 
Gordon, Congressman Ed Bryant. I want to 
thank your mayor, Bill Purcell, for coming 
as well, the mayor of Nashville. Thank my 
friend Lamar Alexander for being here. 

But most of all, I want to thank you all 
for giving me a chance to come and share 
some thoughts. It is very important for our 
youngsters to understand history, the history 
of our country, the ideals that make our 
country strong. This morning in the Rose 
Garden I kicked off a national initiative, and 
I’m going to describe some of what we’re 
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going to do to make sure that we teach more 
history to our children. 

Especially important in a time of war that 
our children understand the context of why 
we fight. You see, ours is a history of free-
dom. One of the most precious ideals we 
have is freedom for everybody. We love our 
freedoms. We love the idea of being a free 
society. And throughout our history, people 
have fought for freedom. Whether it’s been 
in the Revolutionary War or the heroic strug-
gle to end slavery or civil rights wars in the 
United States Congress or whether it’s World 
War II where we fought to free people from 
tyranny, the history of this Nation has been 
a history of freedom and justice. 

Our children are growing up in a difficult 
time for America, because they see on their 
TV screens the fact that America is now a 
battlefield. When we were kids, or a lot of 
us were kids, growing up, oceans separated 
us from danger. We were confident in our 
ability to resist evil because evil could never 
make it to our shore, unless it was created 
internally. But now we’ve entered a new pe-
riod where we’re vulnerable. It’s tough for 
our children to comprehend that, I know. 

But you’ve got to understand why we’re 
vulnerable, and that is because there are peo-
ple in the world that hate the fact that we 
love freedom. People cannot stand the fact 
that your great Nation not only allows but 
encourages people to worship an almighty 
God in any way they want to. We welcome 
that in America. 

We speak our mind freely. All you’ve got 
to do is remember it’s an election year. 
[Laughter] We believe in a free press. And 
we’re not going to change. We love our free-
doms. Our history has taught us that. And 
today, we love them just as strongly as others 
in the past have. 

The other thing the children are learning 
is the notion of people serving something 
greater than themselves in life. You know, 
I think one of the most defining moments 
of the recent American history was Flight 93. 
Flight 93 is an amazing lesson. Laura and 
I had the honor of going to the site there 
in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, the other day 
to hug and cry and visit with and smile with—
if they wanted to smile—with the family 

members of those brave souls who were on 
that airplane. 

But it’s a lesson of people loving freedom 
so much and loving their country so much, 
that they’re willing to drive a plane into the 
ground to save other people’s lives. What a 
powerful message, that part of being an 
American is to serve something greater than 
yourself, part of being a citizen in this great 
land is to not only take from the land but 
to give. 

So today, when you realize there are mili-
tary people looking in caves in Afghanistan 
or moving around the world to try to fight 
tyranny and terrorism, they do so to serve 
something greater than themselves, because 
of a strong ideal, a strong sense of purpose, 
a strong sense of country. 

You’ve got to understand there are some 
in this world that simply do not adhere to 
the ideals we believe in. In Iraq, they don’t 
put their hand over their heart and say, ‘‘Lib-
erty and justice for all.’’ They don’t believe 
in liberty. The dictator who runs Iraq doesn’t 
believe in justice. He only believes in liberty 
and justice for those who he decides get lib-
erty and justice. 

There’s a lot of talk about Iraq on our TV 
screens, and there should be, because we’re 
trying to figure out how best to make the 
world a peaceful place. There’s an old saying 
in Tennessee—I know it’s in Texas, probably 
in Tennessee—that says, fool me once, 
shame on—shame on you. Fool me—you 
can’t get fooled again. You’ve got to under-
stand the nature of the regime we’re dealing 
with. This is a man who has delayed, denied, 
deceived the world. For the sake of liberty 
and justice for all, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council must act, must act in a way to 
hold this regime to account, must not be 
fooled, must be relevant to keep the peace. 

Part of the American history teaches us 
that we must lead toward a more peaceful 
world. Part of the history of the world shows 
that as threats develop, we must deal with 
them before they become too acute, unman-
ageable. Part of our history is, is that we’re 
a peaceful people. We love and long for 
peace, that we want peace for generations 
to come. But sometimes we must act in order 
to achieve the peace. 
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And all our history says we believe in lib-
erty and justice for all, that we see oppres-
sion, we cry; that when we found out that 
young girls in Afghanistan could not go to 
school because they were in the clutches of 
one of the most barbaric regimes in the his-
tory of mankind, we acted not only to uphold 
doctrine and to fight the war against terror, 
we acted to liberate people. Our history 
shows that we’re not a nation which con-
quers. We’re a nation which liberates. 

History is important for our children to un-
derstand, to give them a better sense of how 
to understand what we do and a sense of 
what it means to be an American, a sense 
of importance of serving something greater 
than yourself in life. 

The first initiative that we’re going to put 
out is called We the People, which will en-
courage American history and civic education 
all around the country. There will be a grant 
program to encourage the development of 
good curricula and a lecture series and essays 
by high school students on liberty and justice 
and freedom. 

We’ve got a great store of documents here 
in America, and so we’re going to put out 
a program called Our Documents. The na-
tional Archivist is going to work with us to 
make sure all of the archives of America are 
now online, so schools can easily tap in to 
find out how our history developed through 
the archives of the country. It ought to be 
a really interesting way for our students to 
learn more about America. 

We’re going to have a White House forum 
there in Washington, DC—obviously, that’s 
where the White House is—in January or 
February of next year, to call in experts as 
to how better teach our history, and at the 
same time, teach the ideals that make us a 
great nation. We’re going to do our part at 
the Federal level. It’s very important that you 
all do your part here in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and insist upon good civics lessons, the true 
lessons of history, to make sure our children 
understand the ideals that make us great. 

And one of the things our youngsters and 
those of us not quite so young can do—and 
this is important—is to celebrate patriotism 
by loving your neighbor like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. You see, it’s important to real-
ize that one person can’t do everything to 
change America, but one person can do 
something. Every child who hurts, who re-
ceives your love, is part of changing America 
for the better, is part of fighting evil with 
acts of kindness and decency. 

I met Harry Ingle, Jr., at Air Force One. 
He’s an East Literature Magnet student. 
He’s a junior. He was out there because he 
is involved with mentoring children. He’s a 
soldier in the army of compassion here in 
Nashville, Tennessee. He’s a part of the true 
strength of America, which is neighbor loving 
neighbor, those of us who are on our feet 
helping those who aren’t on their feet. He’s 
a part of the light that can help shine into 
corners of darkness, where there may be de-
spair and addiction and loneliness. 

No, part of patriotism is not just to put 
a hand over our heart, but part of being a 
patriot is to serve the ideals of this country 
by serving something greater than yourself. 

I want the students here to understand 
that this great Nation of ours longs for peace, 
but we also want to practice compassion. And 
you can be a part of the compassionate future 
by helping somebody in need. 

It is an honor to be here at this fine school, 
in this fine city, in this great State, to cele-
brate with millions of students all across the 
country the Pledge of Allegiance, the Pledge 
across America. It is my honor to be here 
to remind people of the great ideals of the 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the 
school’s auditorium. In his remarks, he referred 
to Pedro Garcia, director of schools, Metropolitan 
Nashville Public Schools; Mayor Bill Purcell of 
Nashville; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
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Memorandum on Classified 
Information Concerning the Air 
Force’s Operating Location Near 
Groom Lake, Nevada 

September 13, 2002

Presidential Determination No. 2002–30

Memorandum for the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Secretary of the Air Force

Subject: Classified Information Concerning 
the Air Force’s Operating Location Near 
Groom Lake, Nevada

I find that it is in the paramount interest 
of the United States to exempt the United 
States Air Force’s operating location near 
Groom Lake, Nevada, the subject of litiga-
tion in Kasza v. Browner (D. Nev. CV–S–
94–795–PMP) and Frost v. Perry (D. Nev. 
CV–S–94–714–PMP), from any applicable 
requirement for the disclosure to unauthor-
ized persons of classified information con-
cerning that operating location. Therefore, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), I hereby ex-
empt the Air Force’s operating location near 
Groom Lake, Nevada, from any Federal, 
State, interstate or local provision respecting 
control and abatement of solid waste or haz-
ardous waste disposal that would require the 
disclosure of classified information con-
cerning the operating location to any unau-
thorized person. This exemption shall be ef-
fective for the full one-year statutory period. 

Nothing herein is intended to: (a) imply 
that in the absence of such a Presidential ex-
emption, the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act (RCRA) or any other provision 
of law permits or requires disclosure of classi-
fied information to unauthorized persons; or 
(b) limit the applicability or enforcement of 
any requirement of law applicable to the Air 
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake, 
Nevada, except those provisions, if any, that 
would require the disclosure of classified in-
formation. 

The Secretary of the Air Force is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 18.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on 
Telecommunications Payments to 
Cuba 
September 17, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the 

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amended 
by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and 
Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 
1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I transmit here-
with a semiannual report prepared by my Ad-
ministration detailing payments made to 
Cuba by United States persons as a result 
of the provision of telecommunications serv-
ices pursuant to Department of the Treasury 
specific licenses. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 17, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 18.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 18, 2002

The President. Listen, I want to thank the 
Vice President and the leadership of the 
Congress for coming down for breakfast 
today. We had a really good discussion about 
our common concerns. The leadership is 
committed to moving important legislation 
forward, legislation that will help expand our 
job base. We talked about the energy bill. 
We talked about terrorism insurance. We 
talked about the defense appropriations. We 
talked about the appropriations process. 

We also talked about Iraq. We talked 
about the fact that Saddam Hussein has 
stiffed the United Nations for 11 long years 
and that, once again, he said—made some 
kind of statement, trying to take the pressure 
off of himself. This statement about uncondi-
tional inspections was something he’s made 
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in the past. He deceives. He delays. He de-
nies. And the United States and, I’m con-
vinced, the world community, aren’t going 
to fall for that kind of rhetoric on—by him 
again. 

We talked about a resolution out of Con-
gress and how it was important for us to work 
with Congress to pass a strong resolution. I 
told the Members that within the next couple 
of days this administration will develop lan-
guage as—that we think is necessary. And 
we look forward to working with both Repub-
licans and Democrats to get a resolution 
passed. 

I want to thank the leadership for its com-
mitment to get a resolution done before 
Members go home for the election break. 
I think it’s an important signal. It’s an impor-
tant signal for the country, but as impor-
tantly, it’s an important signal for the world 
to see that this country is united in our re-
solve to deal with threats that we face. 

And so, thank you all for coming. I’ll take 
a couple of questions: Fournier, [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press]; Keil [Richard 
Keil, Bloomberg News]. 

Iraqi Acceptance of U.N. Inspections 
Q. Like it or not, is it accurate to say that 

Saddam playing his move has made the allies 
go wobbly——

The President. Do what now? 
Q. Has Saddam’s latest move helped make 

the allies go wobbly on it? 
The President. Oh, all they’ve got to do 

is look at the record. It’s his latest ploy, his 
latest attempt not to be held accountable for 
defying the United Nations. He’s not going 
to fool anybody. I mean, he is—we’ve seen 
him before. And we’ll remind the world that 
by defying the United Nations he is becom-
ing more and more threat to world peace. 
And I’m convinced that the world under-
stands the ploy. And one of the jobs the 
United States has is to remind people about 
not only the threat but the fact that his defi-
ance has weakened the United Nations. And 
the United Nations, in order for the world 
to be a more peaceful place, must rise up 
and deal with this threat and hold him to 
account. And that’s what we expect out of 
the Security Council. 

Dick. 

U.N. Security Council 
Q. Mr. President, a follow on Ron’s ques-

tion. Do you think that you’ll be able to per-
suade France and Russia to go along with 
us on whatever it is you and the Congress 
decide to do? And frankly, sir, is that nec-
essary? Are you prepared to go it alone? 

The President. Listen, we’re speculating 
about what nations are going to do. I’m con-
vinced that when we continue to make the 
case about his defiance, his deception, his—
the fact that time and time again, dozens of 
times, he has told the world, ‘‘Oh, I will com-
ply,’’ and he never does—that the nations 
which long for peace and care about the va-
lidity of the United Nations will join us. 

And so we’re going to work hard to con-
tinue to make the case. I think reasonable 
people understand this man is unreasonable. 
And reasonable people understand that this 
is just a ploy; this is a tactic; this is a way 
to try to say to the world, ‘‘Oh, I’m a wonder-
ful, peaceful fellow,’’ when, in fact, he not 
only kills his own people, he’s terrorized his 
neighborhood, and he’s developing weapons 
of mass destruction. We must deal with him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Vaclav Havel of the Czech 
Republic 

September 18, 2002

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome 
to the Oval Office. Are you going to inter-
pret? We’re so glad you are here. It’s my 
honor to welcome a truly remarkable person, 
a man who symbolizes courage and deter-
mination, and a man who loves freedom. 

Mr. President, you are a unique person 
who has helped change the world. I am 
proud to call you friend, and my Nation is 
proud to call the Czech Republic friend as 
well. I look forward to our discussion about 
important issues today, and I also look for-
ward to having a dinner tonight. 

So, welcome. Welcome to our capital, and 
welcome to the Oval Office. 
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The President is going to say some remarks 
here. 

President Havel. I would like to thank 
Mr. President for his kind words on my ad-
dress. I’m very moved. I thank you for your 
hospitality, for the time which Laura Bush 
and you made for us. And I hope we shall 
have important and interesting discussions 
about the future of human rights and about 
human security. 

I would like, publicly, to thank you for your 
solidarity and your support during terrible 
floods which were in my country. I would 
like to assure you that the Czech Republic 
is and will remain good friend of the United 
States, good ally. I hope that the next step 
will be done in the summit of NATO, which 
will be in Prague, which is for us a big honor. 

I think that now it will be important if 
NATO will able to identify itself, to find its 
new identity in this very changed world. And 
especially now, after 11th of September, I 
think there is a lot of new kind of evil in 
this world, and it is necessary to face this 
evil and to face all who support it. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. Thank you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Preventive Cancer 
Screenings 
September 18, 2002

The President. Thank you for coming. 
Please be seated. Gosh, thanks for the warm 
welcome. Welcome to the White House. I’m 
glad you’re here. 

The fight against cancer has seen major 
victories and is on the verge of major break-
throughs. It’s important for Americans to un-
derstand. Medical science is helping cancer 
victims survive and helping survivors lead 
better lives. With exercise, nutrition, and 
changed behavior, we can reduce the 
chances of developing cancer. With well-
funded research, we are pushing toward new 
cancer therapies and new cancer cures. The 
commitment of this Nation is clear: We will 
win the fight against cancer. 

I appreciate our Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Tommy Thompson, for 
being here and being on the leading edge 
of this fight. He is a general in the war against 
cancer. I want to thank our Secretary of Agri-
culture, Ann Veneman, who is with us today. 
Thank you for coming, Annie. 

I appreciate the Members of the United 
States Congress who are here today. Two fine 
Senators, Senators Gregg and Brownback, of 
New Hampshire and Kansas, respectively—
thank you all for coming—three Members 
from the House of Representatives: Deborah 
Pryce, Roger Wicker, and Sue Myrick. We’re 
honored you all are here. Thanks for coming. 

I’m honored that Andy von Eschenbach 
is here, who is the Director of the National 
Cancer Institute. Andy, thanks for coming—
my fellow Texan. [Laughter] I appreciate the 
Director of the National Institutes of Health, 
Elias Zerhouni, is here. Elias, thanks for 
coming. 

The Surgeon General is here, Rich 
Carmona. Rich, I appreciate you being here. 
Julie Gerberding, who is the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control, is with us as 
well. Good to meet you. 

I’m honored to be on the stage with some 
courageous Americans, survivors of cancer: 
Paige Brown, Trischa Goldman, Jamal 
Rasheed, Cynthia Rubin, Matthew 
Skowronski, and, of course, Lance Arm-
strong. Thank you all for coming. I appre-
ciate you being here. 

Our progress against cancer is dramatic, 
and it’s improving. We know that focused 
and sustained efforts can make a huge dif-
ference, because we have seen survival rates 
rise. Lance Armstrong’s inspiring career is 
striking proof that testicular cancer survivors 
can go on to lead extraordinary lives. Thanks 
to the advances in science, 5-year survival 
rates for testicular cancer have reached an 
amazing 95 percent. That’s progress. 

Overall, more than 60 percent of the 
Americans diagnosed with cancer today can 
expect to be alive in 5 years. The survival 
rate for children after 10 years is approaching 
70 percent. Today, 8.9 million Americans are 
cancer survivors. And research and new tech-
nology offer hope, offer a lot of hope that 
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this number will continue to grow signifi-
cantly. Every life, every name, is a triumph 
of medicine and a triumph of hope. 

Given the statistics, the good news about 
cancer survivors also presents a real chal-
lenge to our country. Cancer survivors need 
high-quality followup care to detect early 
signs of recurrence and to treat other prob-
lems that come from the illness and its treat-
ment. For example, many childhood cancer 
survivors do not receive any followup care 
after being treated and cured. Because can-
cer treatments can harm growing tissues, 
children are particularly vulnerable to 
recurrences and complications. 

The National Cancer Institute, under 
Andy’s lead, is committed to improving the 
long-term care for all survivors of cancer and 
especially for our children. NCI-funded sci-
entists are exploring new ways to enhance 
high-quality, followup care. 

We must also accelerate our progress 
against cancer itself. Despite all our gains, 
the disease continues to take a terrible toll 
on our country. Despite all the progress, 
there are some startling statistics that break 
my heart. More than 1,500 Americans die 
from cancer every day. Three out of every 
four American families will have at least one 
family member diagnosed with cancer. Sci-
entists, health care providers, and public 
health professionals are working tirelessly to 
find cures for this disease, and they need our 
full—full support. 

My 2003 budget would increase funding 
for cancer research by $629 million, for a 
total investment in cancer research through-
out the National Institutes of Health of more 
than $5 billion. In order to win the war 
against cancer, we must fund the war against 
cancer. And I appreciate the Members of 
Congress here, who are committed to making 
sure this budget gets—gets enacted, soon. 
[Laughter] 

Prevention is critical. And we’re just begin-
ning to make progress on cancer prevention. 
There are smart choices all Americans can 
make to reduce our chances of disease, 
choices we’re promoting in our HealthierUS 
Initiative. Even modest improvements in 
diet, in fitness, and behavior can help prevent 
many serious health problems, including can-
cer. 

There’s a growing body of evidence that 
a diet rich in fruits and vegetables reduces 
the risk of cancer and other chronic diseases. 
In fact, it’s been estimated that dietary 
changes could reduce cancer deaths in the 
United States by a third. I’m going to start 
eating broccoli. [Laughter] I want to be a 
part of the third. [Laughter] 

Regular exercise is another way to prevent 
illness and add years to your life. Last June, 
I signed an Executive order directing Federal 
agencies to work together to develop new 
policies to promote fitness. I reconstituted 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports. I named Lynn Swann to head 
the Council. Exercise is a really important 
part of my life, and I urge all Americans to 
make it an important part of your life as well. 

Of course, when it comes to behavior, 
there are healthy choices we can all make—
like, don’t smoke—in addition to a nutritious 
diet, regular exercise, and smart choices. Pre-
ventative health screenings can also help save 
lives. They can detect many forms of cancer 
at earlier, less dangerous stages, allowing 
doctors to defeat a cancer before it spreads. 

Last month, Secretary of Agriculture Ann 
Veneman learned that she has breast cancer. 
This is one of the hardest things a woman 
can hear from her doctor and one of the 
toughest challenges any family will face, in-
cluding the White House family. Fortu-
nately, Secretary Veneman’s cancer was diag-
nosed at a very early and curable stage. The 
good news is, her doctors expect her to enjoy 
a full recovery. 

I checked with her in the Oval Office be-
fore coming over here, just to make sure 
she’s going to show up for work. [Laughter] 
The good news for me is, she is going to 
carry out her responsibilities during her 
treatment. I appreciate her courage. I’m real-
ly proud of her. Our prayers are with her. 
I’m proud of the example she sets. She is—
I knew I picked an extraordinary person 
when I named her to run—the Secretary of 
Agriculture. I didn’t realize I was going to 
pick an heroic figure as well, an example for 
many people, to understand the need to—
the need to get a mammogram, the need to 
take care of yourself, the need to screen 
early, the need to understand that we can 
stop cancer in its tracks if we all take wise 



1576 Sept. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

moves. And so, Ann, thank you for your ex-
ample. 

I’ve tried to do the same thing myself. Ear-
lier this year, to detect whether or not I could 
be infected with colorectal cancer, I had a 
screening. Turns out everything the Presi-
dent does is in the public view. [Laughter] 

Screenings can save lives, and that’s impor-
tant. None of us are immune. All of us can 
be wise about how we take advantage of tech-
nologies. I want not only to make Americans 
aware of screenings, but scientists are now 
actively investigating new ways to make 
screenings better, so we can detect cancer 
earlier. 

For example, again Andy’s outfit, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, is launching a new 
clinical trial to study the most effective ways 
to detect lung cancer. Scientists have also de-
veloped promising new tests that analyses a 
single drop of blood to detect ovarian cancer 
in its earliest stages, even before symptoms 
develop. Many women are diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer too late, because the symp-
toms can easily be mistaken for other condi-
tions. This new discovery brings great hope, 
great hope, for overcoming this disease. 

There are still many high medical hurdles 
that we’re going to have to clear here in 
America. But for the first time in human his-
tory, we can say with certainty, the war on 
cancer is winnable. And this Nation will not 
quit until our victory is complete. 

And now it’s my pleasure to introduce a 
man who doesn’t know the meaning of the 
word ‘‘quit.’’ Just a few years ago, he was 
diagnosed with cancer. He was weakened by 
chemotherapy treatments and told he had a 
50-50 chance of surviving. But he’s done 
more than survive. As anybody who knows 
anything about sports knows, he’s triumphed. 
His story, from cancer diagnosis to his fourth 
straight victory in the Tour de France, is one 
of the great human dramas in sports history. 

And today—he asked me not to say it, so 
I’m going to say it anyway—[laughter]—is his 
31st birthday. And now, it’s my honor to 
present to you a son of Texas, a great Amer-
ican, a wonderful champ, Lance Armstrong. 

[At this point, Lance Armstrong made brief 
remarks.] 

The President. Appreciate you, Lance. 

Again, thank you all for coming. We’ll all 
be celebrating Lance’s birthday in the State 
Dining Room here at the end of the hall. 
He made a little cake for you. He looks for-
ward to you singing ‘‘Happy Birthday’’ to 
him. [Laughter] 

In the meantime, many in this room are 
involved in this war. I want to thank you for 
your efforts, thank you for your love for your 
fellow Americans. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Mr. Armstrong. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the
John F. Kennedy Center Plaza
Authorization Act of 2002
September 18, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5012, 
an Act to amend the John F. Kennedy Center 
Act, authorizing a construction project to im-
prove, among other things, pedestrian, vehic-
ular, and bicycle access to the Kennedy Cen-
ter. 

As added by H.R. 5012, however, section 
12(b)(5) purports to make the Secretary of 
Transportation’s (Secretary) entry into con-
tracts ‘‘[s]ubject to the approval of the 
Board.’’ Because the membership of the 
Board of Trustees of the Kennedy Center 
(Board) by law includes Members of Con-
gress, the Board cannot constitutionally exer-
cise executive power, such as the power to 
approve the exercise of contracting authority 
by the head of an executive department. The 
exercise of such power by Members of Con-
gress would violate the separation of powers 
embodied in our Constitution. 

It is not evident that the Congress would 
have withheld contracting authority from the 
Secretary absent the invalid Board approval 
requirement. Therefore the executive branch 
shall treat the Board approval requirement 
as severable from the remainder of section 
12(b)(5), leaving fully operative the con-
tracting authority granted to the Secretary. 



1577Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Sept. 18

As a matter of comity, the Secretary shall 
consult the Board as appropriate in relation 
to the Secretary’s exercise of the authority 
to enter into contracts under section 
12(b)(5). 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 18, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5012, approved September 18, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–224.

Executive Order 13274—
Environmental Stewardship and 
Transportation Infrastructure 
Project Reviews 
September 18, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to enhance 
environmental stewardship and streamline 
the environmental review and development 
of transportation infrastructure projects, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The development and 
implementation of transportation infrastruc-
ture projects in an efficient and environ-
mentally sound manner is essential to the 
well-being of the American people and a 
strong American economy. Executive depart-
ments and agencies (agencies) shall take ap-
propriate actions, to the extent consistent 
with applicable law and available resources, 
to promote environmental stewardship in the 
Nation’s transportation system and expedite 
environmental reviews of high-priority trans-
portation infrastructure projects. 

Sec. 2. Actions. (a) For transportation in-
frastructure projects, agencies shall, in sup-
port of the Department of Transportation, 
formulate and implement administrative, 
policy, and procedural mechanisms that en-
able each agency required by law to conduct 
environmental reviews (reviews) with respect 
to such projects to ensure completion of such 
reviews in a timely and environmentally re-
sponsible manner. 

(b) In furtherance of the policy set forth 
in section 1 of this order, the Secretary of 
Transportation, in coordination with agencies 
as appropriate, shall advance environmental 

stewardship through cooperative actions with 
project sponsors to promote protection and 
enhancement of the natural and human envi-
ronment in the planning, development, oper-
ation, and maintenance of transportation fa-
cilities and services. 

(c) The Secretary of Transportation shall 
designate for the purposes of this order a list 
of high-priority transportation infrastructure 
projects that should receive expedited agency 
reviews and shall amend such list from time 
to time as the Secretary deems appropriate. 
For projects on the Secretary’s list, agencies 
shall to the maximum extent practicable ex-
pedite their reviews for relevant permits or 
other approvals, and take related actions as 
necessary, consistent with available resources 
and applicable laws, including those relating 
to safety, public health, and environmental 
protection. 

Sec. 3. Interagency Task Force. (a) Estab-
lishment. There is established, within the De-
partment of Transportation for administra-
tive purposes, the interagency ‘‘Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Streamlining Task 
Force’’ (Task Force) to: (i) monitor and assist 
agencies in their efforts to expedite a review 
of transportation infrastructure projects and 
issue permits or similar actions, as necessary; 
(ii) review projects, at least quarterly, on the 
list of priority projects pursuant to section 
2(c) of this order; and (iii) identify and pro-
mote policies that can effectively streamline 
the process required to provide approvals for 
transportation infrastructure projects, in 
compliance with applicable law, while main-
taining safety, public health, and environ-
mental protection. 

(b) Membership and Operation. The Task 
Force shall promote interagency cooperation 
and the establishment of appropriate mecha-
nisms to coordinate Federal, State, tribal, 
and local agency consultation, review, ap-
proval, and permitting of transportation in-
frastructure projects. The Task Force shall 
consist exclusively of the following officers 
of the United States: the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Secretary of Commerce, Secretary 
of Transportation (who shall chair the Task 
Force), Secretary of the Interior, Secretary 
of Defense, Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Chairman of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
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and Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality. A member of the Task Force 
may designate, to perform the Task Force 
functions of the member, any person who 
is part of the member’s department, agency, 
or office and who is either an officer of the 
United States appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate 
or a member of the Senior Executive Service. 
The Task Force shall report to the President 
through the Chairman of the Council on En-
vironmental Quality. 

Sec. 4. Report. At least once each year, 
the Task Force shall submit to the President 
a report that: (a) Describes the results of the 
coordinated and expedited reviews on a 
project-by-project basis, and identifies those 
procedures and actions that proved to be 
most useful and appropriate in coordinating 
and expediting the review of the projects. 

(b) Identifies substantive and procedural 
requirements of Federal, State, tribal, and 
local laws, regulations, and Executive Orders 
that are inconsistent with, duplicative of, or 
are structured so as to restrict their efficient 
implementation with other applicable re-
quirements. 

(c) Makes recommendations regarding 
those additional actions that could be taken 
to: (i) address the coordination and expe-
diting of reviews of transportation infrastruc-
ture projects by simplifying and harmonizing 
applicable substantive and procedural re-
quirements; and (ii) elevate and resolve con-
troversies among Federal, State, tribal, and 
local agencies related to the review or im-
pacts of transportation infrastructure projects 
in a timely manner. 

(d) Provides any other recommendations 
that would, in the judgement of the Task 
Force, advance the policy set forth in section 
1 of this order. 

Sec. 5. Preservation of Authority. Nothing 
in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect the functions of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budget, administrative, and legisla-
tive proposals. 

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the Federal Government and is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-

forceable at law or equity by a party against 
the United States, its departments, agencies, 
instrumentalities or entities, its officers or 
employees, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 18, 2002. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 20, 2002] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on September 23.

Memorandum on FY 2003 Refugee 
Admissions Consultations 
September 17, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: FY 2003 Refugee Admissions 
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are 
authorized to consult with the appropriate 
committees of the Congress concerning ref-
ugee admissions as follows: 

1. The authorization of 70,000 refugee 
admissions during FY 2003, to be allo-
cated by specific region as follows:

Africa ................................................ 20,000
East Asia (including Amerasians) ... 4,000 
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 2,500
Near East/South Asia ...................... 7,000
Former Soviet Union ...................... 14,000
Eastern Europe ................................ 2,500
Unallocated Reserve ........................ 20,000

2. The authorization of an additional 
10,000 refugee admissions numbers 
to be made available for the adjust-
ment to permanent resident status of 
persons who have been granted asy-
lum in the United States; 

3. The designation, pursuant to section 
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons 
in Cuba, Vietnam, and the former So-
viet Union, who, if they otherwise 
qualify for admission as refugees, may 
be considered refugees under the 
INA even though they are still within 
their country of nationality or habitual 
residence. 

George W. Bush 
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NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 19.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of State Colin L. Powell 
and an Exchange With Reporters 

September 19, 2002

The President. Good morning. I appre-
ciate our Secretary of State coming by to 
brief the Vice President and me and 
Condoleezza Rice about our progress in 
working with the United Nations, convincing 
the United Nations Security Council to firm-
ly deal with a threat to world peace. 

Before we talk about that, I do want to 
express our condolences to those who lost 
their lives in Israel. It’s been back-to-back 
suicide bombings. We strongly condemn ter-
ror. We strongly condemn violence. And we 
continue to send our message to the good 
people of that region that if you’re interested 
in peace, that if you want people to be able 
to grow up in a peaceful world, all parties 
must do everything they can to reject and 
stop violence. 

At the United Nations Security Council, 
it is very important that the members under-
stand that the credibility of the United Na-
tions is at stake; that the Security Council 
must be firm in its resolve to deal with a 
true threat to world peace, and that is Sad-
dam Hussein; that the United Nations Secu-
rity Council must work with the United 
States and Britain and other concerned par-
ties to send a clear message that we expect 
Saddam to disarm. And if the United Nations 
Security Council won’t deal with the prob-
lem, the United States and some of our 
friends will. That’s the message the Secretary 
of State has delivered forcefully. That’s the 
message that he will continue to carry. 

And Mr. Secretary, I appreciate your hard 
work. You’re doing a fine job. 

Secretary Powell. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

The President. And we’re proud of your 
efforts. 

Secretary Powell. Thank you, sir. 
The President. I’ll be glad to answer a 

few calls—answers, starting with Ron [Ron 
Fournier, Associated Press]. 

Coalition Against Iraq 
Q. How many of our friends are willing 

to join the United States in this effort? 
The President. Ron, I think time will tell. 

I think you’re going to see a lot of nations—
that a lot of nations love freedom. They un-
derstand the threat. They understand that 
the credibility of the United Nations is at 
stake. They heard me loud and clear when 
I said, ‘‘Either you can be the United Na-
tions, a capable body, a body able to keep 
the peace, or you can be the League of Na-
tions.’’ And we’re confident that people will 
follow our lead. 

Campbell [Campbell Brown, NBC News]. 
Q. Mr. President——
The President. Good to see you, Camp-

bell, for starters. Glad you’re here—finally 
showed up. [Laughter] 

Iraq 
Q. The chief weapons inspector is going 

to be briefing the U.N. Security Council 
today, and there have already been some re-
ports that, in his talks with the Iraqis, that 
they’re limiting access to certain sites. Are 
those reports true? And do you think they’re 
trying to——

The President. Well, I haven’t gotten a 
report from what he intends to say. But let 
me give you just some general observations. 
First of all, there are no negotiations to be 
held with Iraq. They have nothing to nego-
tiate. They’re the people who said that they 
would not have weapons of mass destruction. 
The negotiations are over. It is up to the U.N. 
Security Council to lay out resolutions that 
confirms what Iraq has already agreed to, 
see. 

Secondly, I don’t trust Iraq, and neither 
should the free world. For 11 years, they 
have deceived the world. They have said, 
‘‘We’ll conform to resolutions.’’ They’ve 
never conformed to resolutions. They’ve 
never conformed to the agreement that they 
laid out 11 years ago. Sixteen times they’ve 
defied Security resolutions. 

And so, they—the burden of proof is—
must be placed squarely on their shoulders. 
But there’s no negotiations about whether or 
not they’ve been telling the truth or not. 

Let’s see here—Mark [Mark Knoller, CBS 
Radio]. 
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Congressional Resolution on Iraq 
Q. Mr. President, are you going to send 

Congress your proposed resolution today? 
The President. I am. 
Q. And are you asking for a blank check, 

sir? 
The President. I am sending suggested 

language for a resolution. I want—I’ve asked 
for Congress’ support to enable the adminis-
tration to keep the peace. And we look for-
ward to a good, constructive debate in Con-
gress. I appreciate the fact that the leader-
ship recognizes we’ve got to move before the 
elections. I appreciate the strong support 
we’re getting from both Republicans and 
Democrats and look forward to working with 
them. 

Q. Mr. President, how important is it that 
that resolution give you an authorization to 
use force? 

The President. That will be part of the 
resolution, the authorization to use force. If 
you want to keep the peace, you’ve got to 
have the authorization to use force. But it’s—
this will be—this is a chance for Congress 
to indicate support. It’s a chance for Con-
gress to say, ‘‘We support the administra-
tion’s ability to keep the peace.’’ That’s what 
this is all about. 

Q. Will regime change be part of it? 
The President. Yes. That’s the policy of 

the Government. 
Campbell, congratulations, you got two 

questions in one day. 
Q. Thank you, sir. 
The President. And it wasn’t even a fol-

lowup. That’s a brilliant performance. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
A reporter referred to Hans Blix, Executive Chair-
man, United Nations Monitoring, Verification, 
and Inspection Commission for Iraq.

Remarks Following a Visit With 
Homeland Security Employees and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
September 19, 2002

Homeland Security Legislation 
The President. I appreciate Governor 

Ridge giving me a tour of this important facil-

ity. It’s—we’re working hard to make sure 
that we do everything we can to protect our 
homeland, coordinate among the various 
agencies, until we get a Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Our House of Representatives has passed 
a good bill. The Senate is struggling with a 
bill. I urge the Senate to get a bill to my 
desk before they go home, a bill which gives 
us the flexibility necessary to move the right 
people to the right place in order to better 
protect the homeland, a bill which safeguards 
prerogatives that former Presidents have had 
in regards to national security matters. We’re 
at a time of war, and the Senate shouldn’t 
be making it harder for an administration, 
whether it be this one or future administra-
tions, to do their job. Nor should the Senate 
be trying to strip this administration or future 
administrations from any prerogatives or 
power that former administrations have had. 

We’re aware that there is hard work on 
the Senate floor by Senator Gramm of Texas, 
a Republican, and Senator Miller of Georgia, 
a Democrat, to develop a comprehensive 
substitute for a piece of legislation which we 
believe is flawed. We hope the Senate would 
work with Senator Gramm and Senator Mil-
ler, vote that bill off the Senate floor, so we 
can get it to a conference committee and get 
the bill to my desk before they go home. 

This is a really important piece of legisla-
tion. America is still threatened. There are 
enemies out there which still hate us. We 
must do everything we can to secure the 
homeland today and, at the same time, leave 
a legacy behind so future Presidents and fu-
ture Members of Congress can deal with 
what will be an ongoing threat to our free-
doms and to our people. 

But anyway, I appreciate your hospitality, 
Governor. You’ve got some fine people here 
working hard on behalf of the American peo-
ple. It’s wonderful to see you all again today. 
Thank you. 

Q. Is one vote enough—is Zell Miller’s 
vote enough on this compromise? 

The President. [Inaudible]—I’m not 
counting votes. I’m just calling on the right—
calling on the Senate to do the right thing 
for the American people. 
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Iraq and the United Nations 

Q. Did you hear the Iraqi Foreign Min-
ster’s speech at the U.N., sir? What did you 
think of it? 

The President. I didn’t hear it, but let me 
guess: ‘‘The United States is guilty. The 
world doesn’t understand. We don’t have any 
weapons of mass destruction.’’ It’s the same 
old song and dance that we’ve heard for 11 
long years. And the United Nations Security 
Council must show backbone, must step up 
and hold this regime to account. Otherwise, 
the United States and some of our friends 
will do so. 

For the sake of peace, for the sake of world 
security, for the sake of a viable United Na-
tions, they must act. And if they don’t have 
it in their will to do so, if they’re not willing 
to fashion a resolution which is new and dif-
ferent and strong and holds Iraq to account, 
holds them to the agreements they have 
made, the United States will be willing to 
do so. 

Q. Should the American people prepare 
themselves for war with Iraq, Mr. President? 

The President. The American people 
must understand the serious threat which 
Iraq places on America. We’ve learned after 
September the 11th that oceans no longer 
protect us from an enemy. We also know full 
well this is a man who has invaded two coun-
tries; this is a man who has poisoned his own 
people; this is man who’s poisoned his neigh-
bors; this is a man who says that Stalin is 
his hero; this is a man who hates; this is a 
man who doesn’t believe in freedom; this is 
a man who has weapons of mass destruction 
and says he doesn’t. He poses a serious threat 
to the American people. And the first step 
is to get the United Nations to prove to the 
world whether it’s going to be relevant or 
whether it’s going to be a League of Nations, 
irrelevant. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. at the 
Nebraska Avenue Homeland Security Complex. 
In his remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. A reporter referred to Foreign 
Minister Naji Sabri Ahmad al-Hadithi of Iraq.

Proclamation 7595—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2002
September 19, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout American history, many men 

and women have bravely served in our mili-
tary and sacrificed much to preserve our 
country and protect the democratic ideals 
that make our Nation a beacon of hope. 
Some of those who answered the call to serv-
ice were captured in conflict and imprisoned 
by our enemies; and many remain missing 
in action. 

Each year on National POW/MIA Rec-
ognition Day, we honor those Americans who 
were prisoners of war and recognize them 
for the courage and determination they 
showed in the face of unspeakable hardships. 
We also honor those who remain unac-
counted for, especially remembering the sac-
rifices of their families who must coura-
geously face each day without knowing the 
fate of their loved ones. 

Nearly 60 years after the end of World 
War II, the fate of more than 78,000 Ameri-
cans who fought in that conflict remains un-
known. More than 8,100 from the Korean 
War are missing, more than 120 from the 
Cold War, more than 1,900 from the Viet-
nam War, and three from the Gulf War. 
These Americans, who dedicated their lives 
to preserving and protecting our freedoms, 
will never be forgotten. 

On September 20, 2002, the flag of the 
National League of Families of American 
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will 
be flown over the White House, the Capitol, 
the Departments of State, Defense, and Vet-
erans Affairs, the Selective Service System 
Headquarters, the National Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans 
Memorial, U.S. military installations, national 
cemeteries, and other locations across our 
country. With this observance, we reaffirm 
our commitment to those who have suffered 
the horrors of enemy captivity, to those who 
have yet to return from battle, and to their 
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families. We remain dedicated to resolving 
discrepancy cases, achieving the fullest pos-
sible accounting of our prisoners of war and 
missing in action, and bringing them home 
with the honor and dignity that they deserve. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 20, 
2002, as National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day. I call upon all the people of the United 
States to join me in honoring former Amer-
ican prisoners of war who suffered the hard-
ships of enemy captivity, and in renewing our 
commitment to those still missing. I also call 
upon Federal, State, and local government 
officials and private organizations to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 25.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To 
Commit, or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

On September 23, 2001, by Executive 
Order 13224, I declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit, 
threaten to commit, or support terrorism, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States constituted by the grave acts 
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the 
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, 

and on the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United 
States nationals or the United States. Be-
cause the actions of these persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism 
continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 23, 2001, and the measures adopted 
on that date to deal with that emergency, 
must continue in effect beyond September 
23, 2002. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency with respect to 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
1:39 p.m., September 19, 2002] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on September 20.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Persons 
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, 
or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
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the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2002, to the Federal 
Register for publication. 

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of 
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed 
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist 
attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, and 
against the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United 
States nationals or the United States that led 
to the declaration of a national emergency 
on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or 
support terrorism and maintain in force the 
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this 
threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To 
Commit, or Support Terrorism 
September 19, 2002

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith the 6-month 
periodic report prepared by my Administra-
tion on the national emergency with respect 
to persons who commit, threaten to commit, 
or support terrorism that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 19, 2002.

Remarks at the Republican 
Governors Association Fall 
Reception 

September 19, 2002

The President. Well, thank you all very 
much. John, thank you very much. I appre-
ciate the invitation to get out of the house. 
[Laughter] I’m honored to come to thank you 
all for supporting our Governors. 

I love our Governors. I know them well. 
I was one. [Laughter] And these are fine, 
fine public servants who bring a lot of class 
and dignity to the office they hold. They put 
results ahead of process. These are people 
who put success ahead of excessive verbiage. 
They’re on the frontlines of reform. They 
care deeply about our country. I’m honored 
to be in their presence. And I want to thank 
you for supporting their reelections. 

Governors get things done. And Governors 
can make a tremendous difference in peo-
ple’s lives. I knew that when I started form-
ing my Cabinet. I knew that I needed to sur-
round myself with people who not only 
would bring honor to the office to which I 
appointed them but also would work hard 
to get something done for the country. And 
that’s why I named John Ashcroft, former 
Governor; Christie Todd Whitman, former 
Governor; Tommy Thompson, former Gov-
ernor; and Tom Ridge, former Governor, to 
serve our country. 

I want to thank Johnny Rowland for his 
leadership of the Republican Governors As-
sociation and for his fine leadership for the 
State of Connecticut. [Applause] He got one 
peep. [Laughter] Bill Owens is the vice chair-
man, from the great State of Colorado, and 
I appreciate his leadership as well. 

I want to thank all the first ladies who are 
here. First ladies really define the Gov-
ernor—or first gentlemen—define the Gov-
ernor—[laughter]—just like our great First 
Lady has helped me a lot and defined me 
as a person. You know, people get to know 
a lot—you can judge the nature of a man, 
in my case, by the person he marries. And 
I married above myself. [Laughter] People 
have gotten to know Laura. They now under-
stand why I asked her to marry me. Lot of 
folks are still wondering why she said yes. 
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[Laughter] She sends her love to our Gov-
ernors and their wives. She sends her appre-
ciation to you. And I can’t tell you how proud 
I am of the job she’s doing for America. 

I appreciate these Governors being on the 
frontline of making America a stronger place, 
a safer place, and a better place for all citi-
zens, regardless of their party affiliation, re-
gardless of where they live. That’s the spirit 
of these can-do people. 

And that’s a job we all have in America, 
to make America a safer, stronger, and better 
place. And to make sure America is a strong 
place, we need to continue to work to make 
sure our fellow citizens can find work. A 
strong America is an America in which peo-
ple who want to work and can’t find a job 
are able to do so. A strong America is an 
America that recognizes the vibrancy of the 
entrepreneur in America. A strong America 
understands the role of Government is not 
to create wealth but an environment in which 
the small-business owner can grow his or her 
business. 

A strong America is one that recognizes 
that in times of recession—and I want you 
all to remember that when Dick Cheney and 
I got sworn in, the country was in a reces-
sion—and a strong economy, a strong Amer-
ica, is one that recognizes that the engine 
to growth is the American people. And so 
when we let American people keep more of 
their own money, we sent a clear, strong sig-
nal to economic vitality. 

Some up here don’t get it, see. They forget 
whose money we’re talking about. They think 
we’re talking about the Government’s 
money. One thing we all understand is, when 
it comes to tax money, it’s your money. And 
the tax cuts we passed in Washington came 
at the right time. And that’s just one of the 
first things we have done here to make sure 
our economies grow, to make sure people 
can find work. 

I was the first President in a long time 
to get what they call trade promotion author-
ity. My attitude is, if you’re good at some-
thing, you ought to promote it. [Laughter] 
We’re good at growing crops. We’re good at 
raising cattle. We’re good at the entrepre-
neurial spirit. We’re good at high-tech. We 
ought not to fear trade. We ought to welcome 
trade. And for the sake of jobs, I got the 

Congress to pass the trade promotion author-
ity, so our people would be more likely to 
find work. 

For the sake of economic vitality, we sent 
a chilling signal to our fellow Americans who 
feel like they can fudge the books, who feel 
like they can get ahead by not telling the 
truth. Every one of these Governors under-
stands the need for corporate responsibility 
in their States and all across America. I 
proudly signed the most comprehensive cor-
porate reform since Franklin D. Roosevelt 
was the President of the United States. And 
for the sake of a stronger America, we sent 
this signal: No more easy money, just hard 
time if you betray the trust of your employees 
and your shareholders in America. 

Now, we’ve got a foundation for economic 
vitality and growth that is strong. Interest 
rates are low. Inflation is low. The produc-
tivity of the American worker is the best in 
the world. But we’re not going to rest until 
people find work. A stronger America re-
quires a strong economy. And there are some 
things that Congress can do to help us in 
our desire to make America a stronger place. 

And I’ll give you one example. There are 
over 300,000 jobs that don’t exist because 
many developers and project managers can-
not find terrorism insurance. The Congress 
ought to pass a law that provides a backstop 
for terrorism insurance, to get our hardhats 
working again. And by the way, it needs to 
be a law that does not reward trial lawyers 
but rewards the hardhats of America. 

We need an energy bill in America, an en-
ergy bill that fosters more conservation, an 
energy bill that enhances renewables like 
ethanol, but an energy bill that makes us less 
dependent on foreign sources of crude oil. 
An energy bill is needed. There’s too much 
talk in Washington and not enough action. 

And finally, to make this economy strong, 
to make sure people can find work, we’ve 
got to make sure Congress holds the line on 
spending. There’s an enormous appetite for 
spending your money up here. Every project 
sounds wonderful in Washington, DC. Prob-
lem is, is that the price tags run in the bil-
lions. It is important for Congress to set pri-
orities. 

It’s hard to set priorities, however, when 
the Senate can’t even pass a budget. The 
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House passed a budget. The Senate can’t 
pass a budget. My message to Congress, and 
I hope you help send the message, is we ex-
pect the appropriators to be wise with the 
people’s money. We expect them to stay fo-
cused on national priorities. We expect them 
not to overspend. We expect them to be rea-
sonable and sound. Because if we overspend, 
it will make it harder for people to find work. 

No, the grounds for economic growth are 
strong. After all, this is America. There’s a 
lot of problems that we can overcome. But 
I just want to assure you, and I want to assure 
my friends who are the Governors, this ad-
ministration will not rest; we will stay focused 
on economic vitality, because we understand 
a strong America is an America in which peo-
ple can find work. 

And we’re working hard here in Wash-
ington, and we’re working hard with our 
Governors to make sure we have a safer 
America. We need to work hard because 
there’s still an enemy out there which hates 
our country. They hate America. They hate 
us because we love. We love freedom. We 
love the idea of our fellow citizens being able 
to worship an almighty God any way he or 
she sees fit. We love the idea of welcoming 
people to our country and letting them rise 
to their own level that talents will take them. 
We love the idea of being able to speak our 
minds, to have political discourse. We love 
a free press. We love freedom. But the 
enemy hates freedom. 

We also value each life in America. Every-
body counts. Everybody has got worth. Ev-
erybody matters. But that’s not the way our 
enemy thinks. They don’t value life. They 
don’t care about innocent life. And so long 
as we hold these values dear, which we will 
do, there will be an enemy trying to hurt 
America. 

And so, therefore, my most important job 
is to protect the American people from fur-
ther harm, is to guard our homeland. You 
need to know a lot of good folks are working 
hard to do just that. I can testify for those 
here in the Federal Government that are 
spending hours upon hours chasing down 
every lead, running down every hint. We get 
a whiff of anything that might be happening 
or going to happen to America, we’re moving 
on it—and at the same time, I can proudly 

report, safeguarding the United States Con-
stitution. 

And so are these Governors. They’re work-
ing hard to protect their fellow citizens. 
They’re working hard at the State level and 
working in coordination at the local level to 
prepare, to be ready, to be on alert. And I 
want to thank them for their service to our 
country. 

I asked Congress to work with me to make 
a—to make the Government work better. I 
readily concede my slogan wasn’t, don’t—
‘‘Vote for me. I’m going to make Government 
bigger.’’ But I do want to make it work better. 
And that’s why I called upon our Congress 
to set up a Department of Homeland De-
fense, so we can better coordinate amongst 
agencies, so we can have the protection of 
our homeland as our number one priority, 
so if need be, we can change cultures so that 
this President and administration and future 
Presidents and administrations can say to the 
American people, ‘‘We’re doing everything 
in our power to protect you.’’

And we’re making some progress. Repub-
licans and Democrats came together in the 
House of Representatives to pass a good 
homeland security bill. We’re kind of bogged 
down in the Senate, however. You see, the 
Senate wants to take away some of the pow-
ers of the administrative branch. The Senate 
wants to micromanage the process, and I’m 
not going to let them do it. 

For the sake of homeland security, the 
Senate—for the sake of the security of our 
homeland, the Senate needs to be more wor-
ried about the American people and less wor-
ried about special interests here in Wash-
ington, DC. 

But the best way to secure our homeland 
is to chase the killers down, one person at 
a time, and bring them to justice, which is 
exactly what the United States is going to 
do. It’s a different kind of war. It’s a war 
that is not measured by the destruction of 
tanks or ships or aircraft, because we’re fight-
ing a different kind of enemy. This is a war 
that is measured in terms of killers caught. 

We’re making progress, thanks to a coali-
tion we have put together. And we’re making 
progress, thanks to one of the finest militaries 
our Nation has ever seen. 
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Audience member. Thanks to our Com-
mander in Chief! 

The President. This is an enemy which 
hides in caves or in the dark corners of cities 
and then sends youngsters to their suicidal 
death. It’s a different kind of enemy and a 
different kind of war. But our resolve is just 
as fierce today as it has been in the past. 
And we’re making progress. We’re making 
progress. I don’t have an exact count, but 
the number of those who the United States 
and our coalition partners have arrested, de-
tained, whatever you want to call it, is over 
a couple thousand. And about a like number 
weren’t as lucky. They’re just not around any-
more. 

We got a guy the other day, just as an ex-
ample, thought he could hide in Pakistan. I 
don’t know if you remember that doctrine 
I laid out, said, ‘‘Either you’re with us, or 
you’re with the enemy.’’ President Musharraf 
in Pakistan is with us when it comes to hunt-
ing these killers down. The person who 
thought he’d be the 20th hijacker, bin al-
Shibh, is no longer a threat to the United 
States of America and our friends and allies. 

Oh, I know for some who are trying to 
fill the airways with speculation and noise 
and news and all that stuff, it’s not a very 
glamorous war. But you’ve just got to know, 
this Nation is steady in our pursuit. We’re 
strong in our resolve. No matter how long 
it takes, we’re going to hunt them down, one 
person at a time. We’re going to get them 
on the run, and we’re going to keep them 
on the run, until we bring them to justice. 

I have submitted the largest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan was 
the President. I sent that up to the Congress 
for two reasons. One, anytime this Nation 
sends our troops into harm’s way, anytime 
we ask our youngsters to go into the thin 
air of the mountains of Afghanistan or any-
where else in harm’s way, they deserve the 
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. We not only owe it to 
their—to the soldiers, we owe it to their 
loved ones as well. 

And a defense bill sends another message. 
It sends a clear message to our friends and 
to our foe that the United States is in this 
for the long pull. There’s not an artificial 
quitting date. There’s not a moment that 

says, you know, well, we’ve been at it for a 
period of time; we’re getting kind of worn 
out; and freedom isn’t that important. The 
message is that no matter how long it takes, 
and no matter what the cost, we will defend 
the freedoms of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

The House passed a defense bill. The Sen-
ate passed the defense bill. The way the proc-
ess works is, they’re supposed to get together, 
reconcile their differences, and get me a de-
fense bill. It languishes. It languishes. This 
Congress must do its duty and get me a de-
fense bill before it goes home. For the sake 
of our country, for the sake of this war, for 
the sake of the military, I need a defense 
appropriations bill. 

Now, we’ve got a big task ahead. See, his-
tory has put the spotlight on us. History will 
determine whether or not this Nation was 
strong and resolved in our defense of free-
dom. History will determine whether or not 
we uphold our values, the values that say we 
not only care for individuals here at home, 
but everybody matters. So far, I think history 
is going to judge us well. 

I want you to remember that when it came 
time to uphold the doctrine that said, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if 
you house a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as 
the terrorist,’’ we upheld that doctrine. And 
in so doing, we freed a group of people from 
the clutches of one of the most barbaric re-
gimes in the history of mankind. I want you 
to tell your children when they ask about this 
war that our country went into Afghanistan 
not to conquer anybody but to liberate peo-
ple. And as a result of the United States and 
our friends and allies, many young girls now 
go to school for the first time. 

No, this mighty nation believes that every-
body matters. Each person has worth. Every-
body counts, regardless of where they are 
from. And we’re going to have tough times 
ahead of us, no question about it, as we pur-
sue our goals. There’s going to be some rocky 
paths that we’re going to have to climb up. 
There’s going to be some high hurdles we 
have to cross. 

One of the highest hurdles is to recognize 
that as a nation, we’re no longer protected 
by two vast oceans. No longer are we safe. 
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We used to think, well, there’s a little conflict 
going over there, or perhaps a leader over 
here who is a despicable person couldn’t hurt 
us. We learned a new lesson after September 
the 11th, that we’re vulnerable. For the sake 
of our security, we must not allow—for the 
sake of the future of our country and for the 
future of other regions in the world, we must 
never allow the world’s worst leaders to de-
velop, to deploy, to blackmail the free world 
with the world’s worst weapons. 

I believe it is important that there be an 
international organization that is strong and 
vibrant and capable of helping freedom-lov-
ing countries keep the peace. You see, if the 
enemy hides in caves, and a different kind 
of enemy, different kind of war, we need a 
collection of friends sharing intelligence, cut-
ting off money, routing these people out. So 
I went to the United Nations. And I made 
it clear to the United Nations that our Nation 
hopes that the United Nations succeeds. We 
want there to be a strong United Nations. 
We want the United Nations to be more than 
a debating society. We don’t want the United 
Nations to become the League of Nations. 
We want the United Nations to have back-
bone and to enforce—enforce the resolutions 
and doctrines and mandates. 

I also made it clear, for the sake of peace, 
for the sake of freedom for our country, if 
the United Nations will not act, the United 
States and our friends will. We owe it to our 
children; we owe it to our grandchildren to 
make sure that the dictator in Iraq never 
threatens our country or our children or our 
children’s children with the world’s worst 
weapons. 

As we work to make our country stronger 
and safer, we also must never forget to work 
to make it better. That’s why I’m so strong 
for these Governors—they understand that. 
I signed one of the most comprehensive edu-
cation reform bills in our Nation’s history. 
It says, we expect there to be high standards 
in American schools. We want to challenge 
the soft bigotry of low expectations. I believe 
and these fine Governors believe that every 
child in America can learn. Everybody can 
learn. And therefore, we expect everybody 
to learn. 

If you believe everybody can learn, then 
you should expect everybody to learn. Inher-

ent in that bill is my great trust for the Gov-
ernors of the United States and for local 
folks. I strongly believe in local control of 
schools. But I also believe in this, that if you 
take Federal money, if you receive a dime 
of Federal money, you owe it to the taxpayers 
to show us whether or not the children are 
learning to read and write and add and sub-
tract. And if they are, there will be plenty 
of praise for our Nation’s teachers. But if not, 
we must not allow our children to be trapped 
in schools which will not teach and will not 
change. 

A better tomorrow recognizes that when 
it comes to reforming welfare, we must insist 
upon work. People find dignity in a job. I 
look forward to working with our Governors 
to make sure we continue the great progress 
of welfare reform by helping people help 
themselves, by helping people find job train-
ing so that instead of being dependent upon 
Government, they can find a job and be de-
pendent upon their skills and their talents 
to provide for their families. 

A better tomorrow recognizes the great 
power of our faith-based institutions in 
America. A better tomorrow recognizes that 
in our churches, in synagogues and mosques, 
we find great compassion and love. We un-
derstand that Government can hand out 
money, but what Government cannot do—
and by the way, we do a pretty good job of 
it up here—but what Government cannot do 
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of 
purpose in people’s lives. That’s found in—
all across America. It’s found particularly in 
places that exist because of the universal dic-
tum that people should love their neighbors 
just like they should be loved themselves. 

You know, the enemy hit us. The enemy 
hit us, and they didn’t know who they were 
hitting. Oh, they probably thought that after 
September the 11th, 2001, we’d kind of re-
group and file a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] 
They didn’t realize that this bold country is 
a great country, full of decent and compas-
sionate people. I want you to know that out 
of the evil done to America is going to come 
great good. Around the world, if we remain 
tough and strong, we can achieve peace. If 
we’re willing to speak clearly about good and 
evil, if we continue to denounce terror, if we 
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understand the plight of the human condi-
tion, which we do in America—that people 
must have hope, that everybody matters, that 
freedom counts—we can achieve peace in 
this world. 

Oh, you’ll hear a lot of war rhetoric. But 
I want you to know, my goal is peace. I long 
for peace. And I believe out of the evil done 
to America can come peace in places around 
the world that have quit on peace, including 
the Middle East and South Asia. I also want 
you to know—I want you to know that we 
will be a better America, too, because the 
strength of the country lies in the hearts and 
souls of our fellow citizens. 

People say, ‘‘How can I help on this war 
against terror? How can I fight evil?’’ You 
can do so by mentoring a child, by going into 
a shut-in’s house and say, ‘‘I love you,’’ by 
running a Boy Scout troop or a Girl Scout 
troop, by being involved in your Boys and 
Girls Clubs, by joining the USA Freedom 
Corps. If you’re interested in helping Amer-
ica fight evil, love your neighbor just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

An educated America, a working America, 
an America that understands the power of 
our faith-based and charitable organizations 
is an America that is going to be a better 
America. There is no question in my mind 
that out of the evil done to this country, that 
we will be able to help eradicate those pock-
ets of despair and hopelessness which exist. 
In our land of plenty, there are people who 
hurt, people who cry, people who wonder 
whether or not the American Dream is 
meant for them. And this society of ours, this 
society of ours is going to change, one heart, 
one soul, one conscience at a time, because 
thousands of our fellow citizens are loving 
a neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves. 

People understand in America now that a 
patriot is somebody who not only puts his 
hand over his heart and says, ‘‘I pledge alle-
giance to one Nation under God,’’ but some-
body who serves something greater than 
themselves. 

See, that was the example of Flight 93, 
an example which is vivid in my mind and, 
I’m sure, vivid in yours. It’s an historic mo-
ment in many ways, a sad, tragic moment. 
On the other hand, it’s a moment that I hope 

people remember for a long time. After all, 
it was a flight full of our fellow citizens. They 
learned that the plane they were on was 
going to be used as a weapon. They told their 
loved ones goodbye, or, ‘‘I love you.’’ They 
said a prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They 
drove the plane into the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

No, the spirit of America was alive on that 
airplane. The spirit of America is alive today. 
No, out of the evil done to this great country 
is going to come a more compassionate, a 
more decent, a more hopeful country. 
There’s no doubt in my mind that we can 
achieve the big goals before us, because this 
is the finest country on the face of the Earth, 
full of the finest people. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:53 p.m. at the 
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. John G. Rowland of Connecticut; 
Gov. Bill Owens of Colorado; President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al 
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Deployment of 
Forces in Response to the Terrorist 
Attacks of September 11
September 20, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
On September 24, 2001, I reported the 

deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central and Pacific Command 
areas of operations. On October 9, 2001, I 
reported the beginning of combat action in 
Afghanistan against terrorists and their 
Taliban supporters. In my report to the Con-
gress of March 20, 2002, I provided supple-
mental information on the deployment of 
combat-equipped and combat support forces 
to a number of foreign nations in the Central 
and Pacific Command areas of operations. As 
a part of my efforts to keep the Congress 
informed, I am reporting further on U.S. ef-
forts in the global war on terrorism. 
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Our efforts in Afghanistan have met with 
success, but as I have stated in my previous 
reports, the U.S. campaign against terrorism 
will be lengthy. To date, U.S. Armed Forces, 
with the assistance of numerous coalition 
partners, have executed a superb campaign 
to eliminate the primary source of support 
to the terrorists who viciously attacked our 
Nation on September 11, 2001. The heart 
of the al-Qaida training capability has been 
seriously degraded. The Taliban’s ability to 
brutalize the Afghan people and to harbor 
and support terrorists has been virtually 
eliminated. Pockets of al-Qaida and Taliban 
forces remain a threat to U.S. and coalition 
forces and to the Afghan government. What 
is left of both the Taliban and the al-Qaida 
fighters is being pursued and engaged by 
U.S. and coalition forces. 

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we 
have detained several hundred al-Qaida and 
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose a 
continuing threat to the United States and 
its interests. The combat-equipped and com-
bat support forces deployed to Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Base, Cuba, in the Southern Com-
mand area of operations since January 2002, 
continue to conduct secure detention oper-
ations. We currently hold approximately 550 
enemy combatants at Guantanamo. All are 
being treated humanely and, to the extent 
appropriate and consistent with military ne-
cessity, in a manner consistent with the prin-
ciples of the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts 
against terrorists who pose a continuing and 
imminent threat to the United States, our 
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, we 
continue to work with the Government of 
the Philippines to protect U.S. and Phil-
ippine citizens and to defeat international 
terrorism in the Philippines. The combat-
equipped and combat support forces that 
were deployed to the Philippines in January 
2002 to train with, advise, and assist the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines made great 
progress in enhancing the Philippine govern-
ment’s counterterrorist capabilities. United 
States forces have reduced their presence in 
the Southern Philippines, but will continue 
a long-term effort to assist the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines. 

Additionally, we are conducting maritime 
interception operations in the Central and 
European Command areas of responsibility 
to deny the high seas as a haven for moving, 
arming, or financing international terrorists. 

Combat-equipped and combat support 
forces also have been deployed to Georgia 
and Yemen to assist their armed forces in 
enhancing their counterterrorism capabili-
ties, including by training and equipping 
their armed forces. We continue to assess op-
tions for working with other nations to assist 
them in this respect. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. In addition, these ac-
tions are consistent with Public Law 107–40. 
As I stated in my previous reports, it is not 
possible to know at this time either the dura-
tion of combat operations or the scope and 
duration of the deployment of U.S. Armed 
Forces necessary to counter the terrorist 
threat to the United States. I will direct addi-
tional measures as necessary to exercise our 
right to self-defense and to protect U.S. citi-
zens and interests. Such measures may in-
clude short notice deployments of special op-
erations and other forces for sensitive oper-
ations in various locations throughout the 
world. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 
Public Law 107–40. Officials of my Adminis-
tration and I have been communicating regu-
larly with the leadership and other Members 
of Congress, and we will continue to do so. 
I appreciate the continuing support of the 
Congress in our effort to protect the security 
of the United States of America and its citi-
zens, civilian and military, here and abroad. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.



1590 Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 14
In the morning, the President and Mrs. 

Bush went to Camp David, MD. 

September 15
During the day, the President and Mrs. 

Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

September 16
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia to discuss the situ-
ation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Davenport, IA, where, upon arrival 
at Quad City International Airport, he met 
with volunteer Dean Claussen. Later, he 
toured facilities at the Sears Manufacturing 
Co. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. Later, in the Roosevelt 
Room at the White House, he received 
former President Theodore Roosevelt’s 
Medal of Honor from members of the Roo-
sevelt family, to join President Roosevelt’s 
Nobel Peace Prize on display in the room. 

September 17
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Nashville, TN. 
In the afternoon, at East Literature Mag-

net School in Nashville, he participated in 
a Pledge Across America recitation of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rickey Dale James (civilian/civil 
engineer representative) and Nicholas Au-
gustus Prahl (National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration representative) to be 
Commissioners of the Mississippi River 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Arthur James Collingsworth to be 

a member of the National Security Edu-
cation Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John L. Morrison to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate John Portman Higgins to be In-
spector General of the Department of Edu-
cation. 

September 18
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings and met with the 
National Security Council. 

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room, 
the President met with members of the 
President’s Board of Advisors on Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities. 

During the day, the President met with 
Members of Congress in the Cabinet Room 
to discuss the situation in Iraq. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush had dinner at the White House with 
President Vaclav Havel of the Czech Repub-
lic and his wife, Olga Havlova. 

The President announced his appointment 
of the following individuals as members of 
the National Infrastructure Advisory Com-
mittee: Richard K. Davidson (Chairman); Al-
fred R. Berkeley III; Martin G. McGuinn; 
Richard M. Kovacevich; L. George Martinez; 
Charles O. Holliday, Jr.; Margaret Grayson; 
John W. Thompson; Thomas E. Noonan; 
George H. Conrades; Craig R. Barrett; 
Enrique Hernandez, Jr.; Maynard G. Webb; 
Erle Nye; Marilyn Ware; Archie W. 
Dunham; Donald John Carty; Thomas H. 
Weidemeyer; Linwood H. Rose; William F. 
Owens; Jorge Santini; Raymond W. Kelly; 
Gilbert G. Gallegos; and Karen Katen. 

September 19
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan to discuss the 
Prime Minister’s visit to North Korea and the 
situation in Iraq. He then had a telephone 
conversation with President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines to dis-
cuss the situation in Iraq and cooperation 
against terrorism. He also had a telephone 
conversation with President Aleksander 
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Kwasniewski of Poland to discuss the upcom-
ing NATO summit and the situation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
intelligence and FBI briefings. He then met 
in the Cabinet Room with a bipartisan group 
of House members working to pass a resolu-
tion concerning the situation in Iraq. 

September 20
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands and 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia to discuss 
the situation in Iraq. He then met with a 
group of Republican Governors. 

Later, in the Oval Office, the President 
met with Minister of Defense Sergey 
Borisovich Ivanov and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Igor Sergeyevich Ivanov of Russia to 
discuss the implementation of the Moscow 
Treaty on strategic offensive reductions. He 
then met with Senators Phil Gramm of Texas 
and Zell Miller of Georgia, and other mem-
bers of a bipartisan group of Senators work-
ing to pass proposed homeland security legis-
lation. 

In the afternoon, the President went to 
Camp David, MD.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted September 17

Peter DeShazo, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
for the rank of Ambassador during tenure 
of service as Deputy Permanent Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the 
Organization of American States. 

John L. Morrison, 
of Minnesota, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation for a term expiring De-
cember 17, 2004, vice John J. Pikarski, Jr., 
term expired. 

Withdrawn September 17

John Roderick Davis, 
of Alabama, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Harry S Truman Scholar-
ship Foundation for a term expiring Decem-
ber 10, 2005, vice E. Gordon Gee, term ex-
pired, which was sent to the Senate on May 
6, 2002. 

Submitted September 18

Arthur James Collingsworth, 
of California, to be a member of the National 
Security Education Board for a term of 4 
years, vice John W. Hechinger, Sr., term ex-
pired. 

John Portman Higgins, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Lorraine Pratte 
Lewis, resigned. 

Rickey Dale James, 
of Missouri, to be a member of the Mis-
sissippi River Commission for a term of 9 
years (reappointment). 

Rear Adm. Nicholas Augustus Prahl, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, to be a member of the Mississippi 
River Commission, under the provisions of 
Section 2 of an Act of Congress, approved 
28 June 1879 (21 Stat. 37)(22 USC 642). 

Submitted September 20

John Francis Clark, 
of Virginia, to be U.S. Marshal for the East-
ern District of Virginia for the term of 4 
years, vice John William Marshall, resigned. 

Kevin J. O’Connor, 
of Connecticut, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Connecticut for the term of 4 
years, vice Stephen C. Robinson, resigned.
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released September 16

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the need for a new U.N. Security Council 
resolution 

Released September 17

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Fact sheet: Teaching American History and 
Civic Education 

Timeline: Saddam Hussein’s Deception and 
Defiance 

Released September 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Released September 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Released September 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President submitted to Congress the 
National Security Strategy of the United 
States 

Transcript of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice on intelligence re-
lated to the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 18

H.R. 5012 / Public Law 107–224
John F. Kennedy Center Plaza Authorization 
Act of 2002 
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