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Week Ending Friday, October 25, 2002

Proclamation 7612—National
Character Counts Week, 2002

October 18, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

President Theodore Roosevelt once said
that, “Character, in the long run, is the deci-
sive factor in the life of an individual and
of nations alike.” During National Character
Counts Week, Americans reaffirm our dedi-
cation to promoting good character and up-
holding the timeless virtues that make our
Nation strong.

Our Founding Fathers understood that
our country would survive and flourish if our
Nation was committed to good character and
an unyielding dedication to liberty and jus-
tice for all. Throughout our history, our most
honorable heroes practiced the values of
hard work and honesty, commitment to ex-
cellence and courage, and self-discipline and
perseverance. Today, as we work to preserve
peace and freedom throughout the world, we
are guided by a national character that re-
spects human dignity and values every life.

The future success of our Nation depends
on our children’s ability to understand the
difference between right and wrong and to
have the strength of character to make the
right choices. To help them reach their full
potential and live with integrity and pride,
we must teach our children to be kind, re-
sponsible, honest, and self-disciplined. These
important values are first learned in the fam-
ily, but all of our citizens have an obligation
to support parents in the character education
of our children.

Our schools play a crucial role in teaching
the skills, knowledge, and moral values that
will help our children succeed. As Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., stated, “. . . intelligence is not
enough. Intelligence plus character—that is
the goal of true education.” By guiding chil-

dren to understand universal values such as
respect, tolerance, compassion, and commit-
ment to family and community, our schools
are working to achieve this goal.

My Administration is committed to pro-
moting character by encouraging public serv-
ice and civic awareness. The USA Freedom
Corps is helping citizens discover volunteer
opportunities in their communities and
spreading the message that everyone can do
something to care for their neighbors in
need. This past June, we convened the White
House Conference on Character and Com-
munity, which showcased programs from
around the country that are proving that
sound values can be effectively taught.

By affirming the importance of good char-
acter in our society and encouraging all peo-
ple to lead lives of virtuous purpose, we can
prepare our Nation, and especially our Na-
tion’s children, for the challenges and oppor-
tunities that lie ahead. Strengthening our na-
tional character will help secure greater op-
portunity, prosperity, and hope for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 20
through October 26, 2002, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon all public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, and all the people
of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:07 a.m., October 22, 2002]
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NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 23. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7613—National Forest
Products Week, 2002

October 18, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s forests are one of our greatest
natural resources. They offer majestic beauty
and fabulous recreational opportunities for
all Americans to enjoy. They also are an im-
portant source of materials that help our Na-
tion’s economy to grow and flourish. By ob-
serving National Forest Products Week, we
recognize the countless ways in which forests
enrich our lives, and we renew our commit-
ment to preserving these natural assets for
future generations.

Forests strengthen our economy by sup-
plying us with renewable, energy-efficient,
and environmentally friendly resources that
are the source of good jobs and valuable
products. The wood we get from forests is
a prime construction and manufacturing
product that is used to build our homes and
many other essential structures. Wood is also
recyclable, biodegradable, and serves as a
raw material for many items we use and enjoy
every day, including paper, tissue, furniture,
packaging materials, musical instruments,
and postage stamps. The use of wood for bio-
mass energy generation derived from
thinning projects conserves fossil fuels and
strengthens rural economies.

In addition, our Nation’s forests protect
watersheds, preserve water quality, help
keep our air clean, and provide habitat for
our wildlife.

To protect these vital natural resources, we
must take affirmative steps towards man-
aging our forests better, and we must work
together to safeguard the health of our for-
ests. My Administration has developed the
Healthy Forests Initiative, which seeks to re-
store the health of our woodlands and pre-
vent forest fires through a combination of
thinning overgrowth and restoring fire-dam-
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aged areas. For the safety of our citizens, the
good of our forests, and the prosperity of our
economy, we must make forest health a na-
tional priority.

Recognizing the importance of our forests
in ensuring our Nation’s well-being, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 123),
as amended, has designated the week begin-
ning on the third Sunday in October of each
year as “National Forest Products Week™ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 20 through Oc-
tober 26, 2002, as National Forest Products
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:07 a.m., October 22, 2002]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 23. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 19, 2002

Good morning. I want to discuss with you
steps we are taking to help strengthen the
retirement security of America’s workers.
More than 40 million Americans save for re-
tirement through 401(k) accounts, making
regular contributions and building economic
security over a lifetime. A 401(k) provides
a chance to invest in the long-term growth
of the American economy and an opportunity
to build wealth and independence.

Today’s workers own more than $1.5 tril-
lion in assets through their 401(k)s. Younger
workers have an average of about $10,000
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in their accounts, while workers near retire-
ment hold closer to $100,000 in their 401(k)s.
This is real money for real workers, and we
must do all we can to help make sure it’s
there for them when they retire.

Turbulence in the financial markets re-
minds us that every investment carries some
risk. Yet American workers also have rights
which must be respected and enforced. I've
made five commonsense proposals to help
protect the retirement savings of American
workers.

First, every worker should get 30 days ad-
vance notice before any blackout period, the
time when they cannot sell, buy, or borrow
from their 401(k)s.

Second, corporate executives should have
to follow the same rules that every other em-
ployee must follow during blackout periods.
If you can’t sell on the shop floor, you should
not be able to sell on the top floor.

Third, workers should be able to sell their
company stock after holding it for 3 years
so that no one’s nest egg is tied up in the
stock of a single company.

Fourth, investors should receive better in-
formation, including quarterly, not just year-
ly, reports on how their 401(k)s are per-
forming.

And fifth, workers should have access to
professional investment advice so they can
make more informed decisions about their
savings.

The United States Congress has passed
only two of these proposals, giving workers
advance notice of blackout periods and hold-
ing executives to the same rules as their em-
ployees. I signed these reforms into law.

On Monday, my administration is imple-
menting that law with tough new rules to re-
quire that companies give their workers 30
days” notice before any blackout period.
Under the new rule, employees will have
time to buy or sell stock or borrow from their
accounts before the accounts are temporarily
frozen. This important protection will help
ensure that workers don’t get stuck in a bad
investment simply because their employers
block them from accessing their own ac-
counts.

The Securities and Exchange Commission
is also working on a new rule to prevent cor-
porate executives from selling off their own
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holdings of company stock when employees
are kept from doing so. Corporate executives
will no longer be able to sell off their com-

any’s declining stock while employees are
left holding the bag. Both of these rules will
take effect early next year and give workers
greater protections against corporate fraud or
abuse.

These rules are a step forward in pro-
tecting the rights of investors. More steps are
needed. My three additional proposals—al-
lowing more diversity in 401(k) accounts, and
more frequent account updates, and advice
for workers—have already passed in the
House. But after 6 months, the Senate has
not acted. For the sake of American workers
who are concerned about their retirement se-
curity, I urge the Senate to pass the rest of
my proposals into law. People who work hard
and save for the future deserve every protec-
tion we can give them.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:01 a.m. on
October 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 19.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 18 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Videotape Remarks to the People of
Australia

October 19, 2002

This Sunday is a day of national mourning
in Australia, a day in which our friends
mourn the needless loss of life. You come
together as a nation to grieve for the victims
of those who were killed by the murderers
in Indonesia. And our country grieves with
you, and we suffer with you. And we send
our prayers to the families who cry, and we
send our prayers for a speedy recovery for
the injured.

Together we face an enemy which does
not value innocent life, an enemy which tries
to terrorize the free world into inaction. They
will fail. Together we will hunt down the kill-
ers so that there’s justice in the world. To-
gether we will fight terror so as to keep the
peace and to make the world more free.
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America and Australia are close friends.
We value our friendship. We remember so
well after September the 11th, 2001, your
prayers, your sympathies, your strong sup-
port. And we will never forget it.

On this sad day, on this day of mourning,
America is with you in spirit. May God bless
the victims and their families. May God heal
the injured. And may God continue to bless
Australia.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 1 p.m. on October 18 in Roch-
ester, MN, for later broadcast, and the transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 19.

Remarks on Prescription Drugs
October 21, 2002

The President. Good morning. For more
than a year, the Federal Trade Commission
has investigated delays and abuses in the
process of bringing generic drugs to the mar-
ket. T have reviewed the FTC findings, and
I am taking immediate action to ensure that
lower cost, effective generic drugs become
available to Americans without any improper
delays. By this action, we will reduce the cost
of prescription drugs in America by billions
of dollars and ease a financial burden for
many citizens, especially our seniors.

I appreciate so very much the Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human
Services, Tommy Thompson, for his good,
steady, and hard work on this issue.

Secretary Thompson. Thank you, Mr.
President.

The President. 1 want to thank Les
Crawford, who is the Deputy Commissioner
of the FDA, who so ably led this agency for
the last year. I appreciate your hard work,
Les. And I'm proud, also, that Mark McClel-
lan is with us, who is the newly confirmed
FDA Commissioner. Mark has been on my
staff with the Council of Economic Advisers,
and he will soon take over the FDA to work
with Les to make sure the policy I'm an-
nouncing is fully implemented.

We live in an age of miracle drugs. Mil-
lions of Americans and citizens from many
other lands, for that matter, have found heal-
ing and hope from medicines discovered and
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created in this country. New drugs allow chil-
dren with rheumatoid arthritis to walk and
to go to school. New drugs shrink cancerous
tumors, and they control the advance of HIV,
slow the progression of multiple sclerosis. In
the treatment of many diseases, major sur-
gery has been replaced by a single pill. And
this has been a special blessing to many
Americans, particularly our seniors, who are
living longer and better lives.

As a nation, we are committed to encour-
aging the promise of new miracle drugs in
two different ways. First, we recognize
innovators must be able to be financially re-
warded for their creativity and hard work so
they will continue investing and researching,
putting new resources and talents in the cre-
ation of new drugs. Every time we hope for
a cure or a breakthrough, we’re counting on
the success of a researcher and the success
of a drug company. Second, we want these
breakthroughs to become affordable and
widely available. Both of these goals, innova-
tion and accessibility, are essential; both are
possible.

In America, one of the ways we reward
innovation is by granting a patent. If you take
a risk and you make an investment and suc-
ceed, you have the exclusive right to sell what
you invent, and you have the right to profit
if you can. A new drug can cost as much
as $800 million to develop and bring to the
market. Without patent protection, few
would take such a risk, few would be willing
to invest. With patent protection, America’s
brand-name drug companies have become
the greatest in the world, and health care
systems around the world depend on Amer-
ican innovations they could not possibly du-
plicate.

Patents, of course, expire after a number
of years, and this is one of the ways we are
able to make drugs more accessible. After
the patent expires, other companies are {ree
to offer the drug in generic form at far lower
prices. Last year, the average brand-name
drug cost more than $72 per prescription.
The average price for generic drugs, which
are just as safe and effective as the brand-
name drugs, was less than $17 per prescrip-
tion. Generic drugs make America health
care far more affordable.
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Current Federal law and regulations at-
tempt to carefully balance the goals of inno-
vation and accessibility. New drugs, on aver-
age, are sold for 11 years under patent pro-
tection, then generic versions become avail-
able. Unfortunately, the careful balance of
the law is being undermined.

The FTC investigation discovered that
some brand-name drug manufacturers may
have manipulated the law to delay the ap-
proval of competing generic drugs. When a
drug patent is about to expire, one method
some companies use is to file a brand new
patent based on a minor feature, such as the
color of the pill bottle or a specific combina-
tion of ingredients unrelated to the drug’s
effectiveness. In this way, the brand-name
company buys time through repeated delays
called automatic stays that freeze the status
quo as the legal complexities are sorted out.

In the meantime, the lower cost generic
drug is shut out of the market. These delays
have gone on, in some cases, for 37 months
or 53 months or 65 months. This is not how
Congress intended the law to work. Today
I'm taking action to close the loopholes, to
promote fair competition, and to reduce the
cost of prescription drugs in America.

The Food and Drug Administration is
issuing a proposed rule that will permit only
one automatic stay per generic drug applica-
tion, a move that in many cases will reduce
the public’s wait for generic drugs by years.
Some patents will no longer be entitled to
protections like the 30-month stay, including
patents on packaging and others that have
little or nothing to do with valuable innova-
tion and drug therapy.

These steps we take today will not under-
mine patent protection. Instead, we are en-
forcing the original intent of a good law. Our
message to brand-name manufacturers is
clear: You deserve the fair rewards of your
research and development; you do not have
the right to keep generic drugs off the market
for frivolous reasons.

Over the next 3 years, about 200 drug pat-
ents are set to expire. By cutting out delays
and maneuvering, our reforms will yield cost
savings of more than $3 billion a year. Those
savings will come to employer health plans,
to State Medicaid programs, and to seniors
when they buy medicines on their own.
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This is another important advance in the
cause of bringing affordable prescription
drugs to our seniors. Already, we have
cleared the way for States to provide pre-
scription drug coverage to more seniors with
modest means through our Medicaid Phar-
macy Plus Program. We're Working to pro-
vide seniors on Medicare with drug cards
that provide discounts from drug manufac-
turers on brand-name drugs, like the ones
available in private health plans. And we will
not rest until we've reformed and strength-
ened the Medicare program, itself, so that
a prescription drug benefit is available to
every senior in America.

The House of Representatives took strong
action in passing legislation to improve Medi-
care. The Senate failed to act. The challenge
of health care reform is to increase access
to quality care, while we preserve the finest
health care system in the world.

I thank the good people at the FTC and
the FDA for helping in this effort and for
working to make these critical drugs more
affordable for every American.

Thank you for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8:33 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Secretary General Lord Robertson
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization and an Exchange With
Reporters

October 21, 2002

President Bush. It's my honor to welcome
Lord Robertson back to the Oval Office. I
think we’ve met, gosh, five—four or five
times since I've been the President. I've en-
joyed every meeting. He does a great job at
NATO. NATO is an incredibly important
part of U.S. foreign policy. I appreciate the
alliance.

We are mainly discussing issues that we
will confront and/or deal with in Prague, in-
cluding NATO expansion. He’s soliciting the
views of the administration. I told him that
we would give him a definite answer about
our views on expansion in a couple of weeks,
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and that timetable seemed satisfactory with
him.

But Lord Robertson, welcome back. I ap-
preciate you being here. Thanks for your
strong leadership.

Lord Robertson. I'm delighted to be
again in the Oval Office, Mr. President.

And the President has shown, not just by
meetings with me but in every other way pos-
sible, his and his administration’s commit-
ment to NATO and to the strength of this
trans-Atlantic alliance that has bound to-
gether these democratic and freedom-loving
states over all of the years.

We're now a month to the day away from
the Prague summit, probably the most im-
portant summit meeting in NATO’s history,
a transformation summit where NATO has
to transform itself to deal with the threats
and the challenges of the 21st century. And
I believe we will have a good package on
new members, a robust enlargement, new ca-
pabilities to deal with terrorism and to deal
with the other challenges and nightmares
that we may face ahead in the future, and
new relationships with Russia, with Ukraine,
with our partner countries, building the
world’s largest permanent alliance and one
which the world can rely on.

President Bush. Three questions.
Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated Press].

North Korea

Q. Sir, is North Korea an imminent threat
to the United States, and what consequences,
if any, will it face for hiding its nuclear pro-
gram from you?

President Bush. One, we had a bit of
troubling news when we discovered the fact
that, contrary to what we had been led to
believe, that they were enriching uranium
with the idea of developing a nuclear weap-
on. I say “troubling news,” obviously, be-
cause we felt like they had given their word
they weren’t going to do this.

I view this as an opportunity to work with
our friends in the region and work with other
countries in the region to ally against pro-
liferation of serious weapons and to convince
Kim Chong-il that he must disarm. To this
end, I'm going to be talking to Jiang Zemin
at Crawford. I look forward to a good discus-
sion with the President of China about how
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we can work together to take our relationship
to a new level in dealing with the true threats
of the 21st century.

I will see the leaders of Japan and South
Korea and Russia the next day, in Mexico.
I intend to make this an important topic of
our discussions. This is a chance for people
who love freedom and peace to work to-
gether to deal with a—to deal with an emerg-
ing threat. I believe we can deal with this
threat peacefully, particularly if we work to-
gether. So this is an opportunity to work to-
gether.

. Theyre not an imminent threat,
though?

President Bush. You know, that’s an oper-
ative word. We view this very seriously. It
is a troubling discovery, and it’s a discovery
that we intend to work with our friends to
deal with. I believe we can do it peacefully.
I look forward to working with people to en-
courage them that we must convince Kim
Chong-il to disarm for the sake of peace. And
the people who have got the most at stake,
of course, in this posture are the people who
are his neighbors.

Arshad [Arshad Mohammed, Reuters].

Nature of Iraqi Threat

Q. Mr. President, can you explain so the
boys in Lubbock can understand

President Bush. Crawford or Lubbock?

Q. Lubbock or Crawford, both

President Bush. Lubbock is a little more
sophisticated ~ than  Crawford, Arshad.
[Laughter]

Q. Crawford, then.

President Bush. Or Scotland, for that
matter.

Q. Why——

President Bush. Yes, Arshad.

Q. Why you threaten military action
against Iraq, but you believe that Korea’s nu-
clear weapons program only merits diplo-
matic efforts?

President Bush. Saddam Hussein is
unique, in this sense: He has thumbed his
nose at the world for 11 years. The United
Nations has passed 16 resolutions to deal
with this man, and the resolutions are all
aimed at disarmament, amongst other things.
And for 11 years, he said, “No, I refuse to
disarm.”
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Now, what makes him even more unique
is the fact he’s actually gassed his own peo-
ple. He has used weapons of mass destruc-
tion on neighboring countries, and he’s used
weapons of mass destruction on his own citi-
Zenry. He wants to have a nuclear weapon.
He has made it very clear, he hates the
United States, and as importantly, he hates
friends of ours.

We've tried diplomacy. We're trying it one
more time. I believe the free world, if we
make up our mind to, can disarm this man
peacefully.

But, if not, there’s—we have the will and
the desire, as do other nations, to disarm Sad-
dam. It's up to him to make that decision,
and it’s up to the United Nations. And we’ll
determine here soon whether the United Na-
tions has got the will, and then it’s up to Sad-
dam to make the decision.

Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg News].

Regime Change in Iraq

Q. Mr. President, again, for the good peo-
ple of Crawford:

President Bush. Yes. 1t’s been a big day
for Crawford.

Q. If you can explain this in a way that
they and the rest of us will understand, there
is some hints over the weekend, the possi-
bility that taking weapons of mass destruction
out of Iraq is our goal, raising the possibility
or the implication that he could somehow re-
main in power.

Can you say authoritatively and declara-
tively whether we can achieve—you can
achieve—if you can achieve your aims there
in a way that leaves him still in office?

President Bush. The stated policy of the
United States is regime change because for
11 years, Saddam Hussein has ignored the
United Nations and the free world. For 11
years, he has—he said, “Look, you passed
all these resolutions. I could care less what
you passed.” And that’s why the stated policy
of our Government, the previous administra-
tion and this administration, is regime
change—because we don’t believe he is
going to change.

However, if he were to meet all the condi-
tions of the United Nations, the conditions
that I've described very clearly in terms that
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everybody can understand, that in itself will
signal the regime has changed.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to General Secretary Kim Chong-il
of North Korea; President Jiang Zemin of China;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Vladimir Putin of Russia; and President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Signing the
Sudan Peace Act

October 21, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 5531,
the “Sudan Peace Act.” This Act dem-
onstrates the clear resolve of the United
States to promote a lasting, just peace;
human rights; and freedom from persecution
for the people of Sudan. The Act is designed
to help address the evils inflicted on the peo-
ple of Sudan by their government—including
senseless suffering, use of emergency food
relief as a weapon of war, and the practice
of slavery—and to press the parties, and in
particular the Sudanese Government, to
complete in good faith the negotiations to
end the war.

Section 6(b) of the Act purports to direct
or burden the conduct of negotiations by the
executive branch with foreign governments,
international financial institutions, and the
United Nations Security Council and pur-
ports to establish U.S. foreign policy objec-
tives. The executive branch shall construe
these provisions as advisory because such
provisions, if construed as mandatory, would
impermissibly interfere with the President’s
exercise of his constitutional authorities to
conduct the Nation’s foreign affairs, partici-
pate in international negotiations, and super-
vise the unitary executive branch.

Several provisions of the Act purport to
require executive branch reports to congres-
sional committees concerning the contents of
U.S. diplomatic advocacy, plans for U.S. dip-
lomatic activities to achieve particular foreign
policy objectives, and information on par-
ticular activities abroad. The executive
branch shall construe these provisions in a
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manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to withhold information,
the disclosure of which could impair the for-
eign relations, the national security, the de-
liberative processes of the Executive, or the
performance of the Executive’s constitutional
duties. The Secretary of State will, of course,
continue as a matter of comity to keep the
Congress appropriately informed of the Na-
tion’s foreign affairs activities.

A provision of the Act defines a particular
entity as the “Government of Sudan” for pur-
poses of implementing the Act. The execu-
tive branch shall construe the Act in a man-
ner consistent with the President’s constitu-
tional authority for the United States to rec-
ognize foreign states and to determine what
constitutes the governments of such foreign
states.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 21, 2002.

Note: H.R. 5531, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-245.

Statement on the Sudan Peace Act
October 21, 2002

I commend the Congress for passing the
Sudan Peace Act. This Act, passed with bi-
partisan support, demonstrates that the Con-
gress shares my commitment to help end suf-
fering and promote a just peace in Sudan.
For too long, the people of Sudan have en-
dured slavery, violence, disease, and forced
starvation. Last year, I appointed former
Senator John Danforth as my envoy to help
bring peace and stability to Sudan. Senator
Danforth and others, working with regional
governments, especially the Government of
Kenya, have established an unprecedented
opportunity to end the war in Sudan and to
lay the foundations for a just and lasting
peace.

The Sudan Peace Act presses the parties
in Sudan to seize this historic opportunity
and to end the war and suffering. The Gov-
ernment of Sudan must choose between the
path to peace and the path to continued war
and destruction. If it makes the right choice,
that course will mean improvement in the
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lives of all Sudanese, better bilateral relations
with the United States, and the beginning
of its reacceptance into the community of
peace-loving nations.

Remarks in Downingtown,
Pennsylvania

October 22, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Listen,
thanks for coming out this morning. It’s such
an honor to be here. I appreciate—I appre-
ciate your interest in our country. I appre-
ciate your interest in our democracy. I want
to thank you for caring about——

Audience member. Viva Bush/!

The President. Gracias. [Laughter]

As I was saying, I want to thank you for
caring about the elections—the upcoming
elections. It’s vitally important that citizens
all across our country take their responsibil-
ities seriously and to show up to the polls.
Of course, I've got a few suggestions on who
those citizens might support, starting with
right here in Pennsylvania.

It is in Pennsylvania’s interests that Jim
Gerlach become the next United States Con-
gressman. I say that with confidence, because
he is a good, honorable man who’s got a
good, strong record. People know he’s the
kind of fellow who does in office that which
he says he’s going to do. He’s got a track
record that inspires confidence from people
of both political parties, people who don’t
care about political parties. No, he’s the right
man for this job, and I want to thank you
for supporting him.

I say supporting him—thanks for showing
up. But just showing up isn’t good enough.
See, I understand how you win elections, and
that’s when people such as yourself not only
go to the polls, but you convince your neigh-
bors to go to the polls. You go to your com-
munity centers, your houses of worship,
your—wherever you go to hang out—(laugh-
ter]—your coffee shops, and you tell your
neighbors about their responsibility. And
while you're doing that, you tell your neigh-
bors about Jim and others running for office.

And while you're telling them about Jim,
you might as well tell them about your next
Governor. When you're out rounding up the



Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Oct. 22

vote, make sure you round up the vote for
Mike Fisher and Jane Earll. T know some-
thing about his track record in getting votes.
In the year 2000, I was a pretty heavy lift
for the ticket, I must confess, here in Penn-
sylvania. He out-polled me by not 1,000
votes, not tens of thousands of votes, but
hundreds of thousands of votes. This is a man
who can appeal to people of both parties,
because people in Pennsylvania know he can
get the job done.

No, we're here to thank you for your care
about America. I'm here to thank you for
your participation in the political process. I'm
here to ask you to turn out the vote. I'm here
to ask you to do whatever it takes to make
sure you crank up a good, healthy vote. It’s
important for our country. I'm also here to
talk about how we can work together to make
America a safer and stronger and better
place.

Before I do, I want to recognize a fine
United States Senator, and that is Arlen
Specter. I'm proud that Arlen is here with
us today. And I'm sorry that old Rick
Santorum isn’t going to be here, but he’s a
good fellow. He’s a good fellow too. I appre-
ciate these two Senators a lot.

I'll tell you one reason I appreciate them—
because they understand what it takes to
have a good Federal judiciary. I've appointed
good people to the bench, good, solid citizens
who are not only fine lawyers but people who
understand their job is not to serve as a legis-
lator but as a judge. We've got plenty of legis-
lators. What we need are good, solid, sound
judges. And the record of the United States
Senate is abysmal when it comes to con-
firming my judges. It is a lousy record.

If we had more Senators like Specter and
Santorum, we would get the judges through.
We would have a record for which the Senate
could be proud. We need to change the Sen-
ate for a lot of reasons, and one of them is
to make sure we've got a good, sound Federal
judiciary.

I appreciate Governor Schweiker for being
here. I appreciate his service to the State of
Pennsylvania. He has done a really fine job.
He has done a good job, and I'm proud of
his service, and I know he is as well. T appre-
ciate Mark. He’s a friend. I'm honored you’re

1821

here today, Mark, and thanks for doing what
you did for the good folks of Pennsylvania.

I want to thank the members—I want to
thank the members here from the mighty
Pennsylvania congressional delegation. That
would be Greenwood, Platts, Pitts, and Sher-
wood. These fine Members of the United
States Congress have been steady friends and
strong allies, and they represent your State
with class and distinction. Thank you all for
coming.

We've got another candidate on stage
who—we certainly hope she wins. That
would be Melissa Brown, running for the
United States Congress. Melissa is running
on a lot of issues. One issue she holds dear
to her heart, as do I, is medical liability re-
form. It is a key issue. And one of the things
we've got to worry about is the affordability
of health care and the accessibility of health
care. We want to make sure our citizens have
got access to health care at reasonable prices.
One of the reasons why prices is rising is
because of frivolous and junk lawsuits against
our medical community.

Everybody ought to have access to the
courts, and that’s vital. People ought to be
able to take their claims to the court of law.
But the problem is, the scales of justice have
tipped way too far one direction. There are
too many lawsuits which prevent good people
from getting their cases heard. There are too
many lawsuits which are driving up the cost
of medicine. There are too many lawsuits
which are driving good doctors out of the
practice of medicine. We need medical liabil-
ity reform.

I appreciate you running, Melissa, and I
wish you all the best. I want to thank Alan
Novak and Bob Asher and all the good folks
who are the grassroots activists here in Penn-
sylvania. I appreciate your care and your con-
cern for our country.

Today, unfortunately, you draw—you drew
the short straw. Laura is somewhere else.
[Laughter] She sends her best. She’s doing
great, by the way. She is—I'm really proud
of her.

Audience member. We love Laural

The President. Yes, so do 1. [Laughter]
Thanks for saying that. People now have fig-
ured out why I asked her to marry me. A
lot of people are wondering why she said yes.
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[Laughter] But she’s a great First Lady. I
love her dearly. I'm proud of her. And I want
to thank you for your concern for her too.

I'm concerned about making America a
stronger and safer and better place; that’s
what I'm concerned about. I'm concerned
about making sure that we meet some impor-
tant goals. One of the most important goals
of all is to make sure every child in America
gets a good education. It’s an incredibly im-
portant goal. That’s one of the priorities of
Jim Gerlach. He understands that's an im-
portant goal and priority if we want our coun-
try to be hopeful and strong.

We passed good legislation. The legislation
challenges what I call the soft bigotry of low
expectations. See, Jim understands this phi-
losophy. These Members of Congress do as
well, as does Arlen Specter. He knows that
in order for us to have a hopeful society, we
must as a society set high standards. We've
got to believe every child can learn. It doesn’t
matter where they go to school. It doesn’t
matter if their parents speak English as a first
language. It matters that we believe every
child can learn.

We believe in local control of schools. See,
we trust the people in Pennsylvania more
than we trust the folks in Washington, DC,
to chart the path to excellence. We believe
you ought to work with your Governors and
your school boards to make sure that children
get the right curriculum and the right basic
education in order to succeed. That's why
we believe you've got to trust parents and
teachers. We believe in promoting the basics
when it comes to subjects such as reading.
That’s what we believe.

But we also believe this: If every child can
learn, therefore we want to know whether
every child is learning, all across our country.
So therefore, in return for the largest in-
crease in Federal expenditures for edu-
cation—that was last year—Pennsylvania re-
ceives $1.7 billion from the Federal Govern-
ment—the largest amount of dollars spent,
we’re now, for the first time, asking the ques-
tion, is the money being wisely spent? For
the first time, we’re beginning to—we’re say-
ing, “Show us whether or not the children
of any State, children who are in the districts
that receive this money, whether or not they
can read and write and add and subtract.”
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We want to know, because we believe every
child can learn. We believe that every child
in America has the potential, and we want
to see whether or not they're learning.

And if—and if they are, if standards are
being met, if our vision that every child can
learn is successful, we’ll praise the teachers.
And for those of you who teach, thanks for
taking on such a noble cause and working
in a noble profession. But as a society, to
make sure no child gets left behind, we must
be willing to challenge failure, to challenge
the status quo. When we find children in
schools which won’t teach and won’t change,
we must have the courage as a society to de-
mand something different for our children.
No child should be left behind in America.

I look forward to welcoming yet another
ally in this vision from the State of Pennsyl-
vania, and that ally will be Jim Gerlach.

I also know I will have an ally when it
comes to dealing with your money. You
know, one of the interesting things some-
times you hear in the debate in Washington,
they're talking about the Government’s
money. “Well, the Government spent this
money; the Government spent that money.”
No, no, it’s not the Government’s money. It’s
the people’s money.

Anytime somebody is looking for a job and
can’t find work means we’ve got a problem.
So long as there are people trying to put
bread on the table for their families and they
can’t find work, we've got to do everything
we can to increase the job base.

Therefore, it’s important to send people
to Congress who understand jobs, under-
stand the role of Government is not to create
wealth but an environment in which the
small business can grow to be a big business,
in which the entrepreneurial flourish—entre-
preneurial spirit can flourish in America.

When times are slow or when the economy
is bumping along, one of the ways to make
sure that the job base is invigorated is to let
people keep more of their own money. See,
when you keep more of your own money,
you're likely to demand a good or a service.
And when you demand a good or a service
in this marketplace, somebody is likely to
produce the good or a service. And when
somebody produces the good or a service,
somebody is more likely to find work. The
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tax relief plan came at exactly the right time
for our country’s economy.

Over the next 10 years, the tax relief plan
means there will be $58 billion more in
Pennsylvania citizen’s pockets over 10 years.
That’s your money. You get to decide what
to do with the money. You get to decide how
to spend it. There will be $7 billion in child
tax credit savings. There will be $3 billion
as the marriage penalty begins to get re-
duced.

By the way, the marriage penalty is a bad
tax. The code ought to encourage marriage,
not discourage marriage. That’s a savings of
$68 billion more money in your pockets if
the tax cuts were permanent. But they’re not
permanent. Senate rules have it that the tax
cuts won’t be permanent. That's why this is
an issue in this campaign. In order for small
businesses to plan, in order to make sure a
horrible tax, the death tax—I say horrible;
it’s bad on small businesses; it’s bad on farm-
ers; it’s bad on ranchers. If youre worried
about urban sprawl, you ought to be for the
permanent repeal of the death tax, so people
aren’t forced to sell their properties because
the Federal Government—I[applause]. For
the good of our economy, for the good of
job creation, for the good of a stimulative
package, we need to make sure the tax cuts
are permanent.

I mean, there’s a lot of things we can work
on together. We need an energy bill which
encourages conservation and renewables but
also makes us less dependent on foreign
sources of crude oil. We need a terrorism
insurance package that will get our hardhats
back to work. No, there’s a lot Congress can
do to make sure that the jobs picture im-
proves for everybody, all across America. I
look forward to working with Jim in the
United States Congress to make sure that
people who want to find work are able to
do so, all across the country.

And as we work to make America a strong-
er place economically, we've also got to work
to make it a safer place. And I say that be-
cause so long as we love freedom—and we
love freedom—there’s going to be an enemy
which hates America. It’s hard to explain to
your youngsters why somebody would hate
us. But you've just got to tell them there are
some who have hijacked a great religion.
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These people don't value life like we do in
America. See, we say every life matters.
Everybody’s precious. Everybody counts.

That’s not how our enemy thinks. They're
nothing but a bunch of coldblooded killers.
They hate freedom. They hate countries
which embrace freedom. And therefore, they
hate us since we’re the beacon for freedom.
We love our freedoms, and we will not
change.

Times have changed in America. Times
have changed after September the 11th. It
used to be we thought oceans would protect
us. A lot of us growing up said, “We don’t
have to really worry about some of the con-
flicts overseas. We may be involved, we may
not be involved, because were protected,
we're isolated from the harsh realities of
some of the killings that were taking place
on different continents, so we could pick and
choose.” We don’t have any choice in this
new war, see. We learned that the enemy
has taken the battlefield to our very own
country. My most important job is to protect
America. My most important job is to do ev-
erything we possibly can to protect innocent
life from a group of killers.

That's why I've started and stimulated a
discussion on Iraq. I wanted the American
people to know that there’s a new reality
which we face, a reality that oceans no longer
protect us, the reality that this person in Iraq
has killed his own people with weapons of
mass destruction, a reality that he has in-
vaded countries, the reality that he has stiffed
the United Nations for 11 years. Sixteen dif-
ferent resolutions have been passed calling
on this man to disarm. Sixteen times he’s ig-
nored world mandates. These are the reali-
ties we face, and we must deal with it.

I appreciate the Members of the Senate;
I appreciate the Members of the House of
Representatives for voting overwhelmingly to
send with one voice this message, that Sad-
dam Hussein must disarm, that the world—
for the sake of peace, for the sake of peace
here at home, for the sake of peace in the
Middle East, for the sake of world peace,
Saddam Hussein must do what he promised.

For the sake of having an international
body which is effective, the United Nations
must make the resolve, must be resolved to
deal with this person, must resolve itself to
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be something more than the League of Na-
tions, must resolve itself to be more than just
a debating society, must resolve itself to help
keep international peace.

It’s an important time in our history to de-
termine whether or not we’re going to be
a nation which is willing to work with others
to keep the peace. The answer is, you bet.
But if they won't, the United Nations can’t
make its mind up, if Saddam Hussein won’t
disarm, we will lead a coalition to disarm him
for the sake of peace.

These are the new realities we face in
America, the serious realities that we must
deal with for the sake of our children, for
the sake of our children’s children. The new
reality here at home is to do everything we
can to protect the American people from a
possible attack.

I want to thank you for training a good
man named Tom Ridge to be the first Ad-
viser on Homeland Security. He’s doing a
very good job. I know you're proud of him,
and so am I. Our friend has not let us down.
One of the things he advised me, along with
others in my administration, was that the best
way to protect the American people in the
long run is to set up a Department of Home-
land Security.

Let me explain to you why. First of all,
you've got to know that there’s a lot of good
people working a lot of long hours to do ev-
erything we can to disrupt, deny any enemy.
If we get a hint that somebody’s thinking
about doing something to us, moving, trying
to do something to us, we are moving. We're
absolutely on alert. We're doing everything
we can to protect the American people.

I appreciate that the House of Representa-
tives moved incredibly quickly on a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. They passed a
really good measure. It gives us a chance with
the homeland security to take over 100 agen-
cies involved with defending the homeland
and putting many of their functions under
one Department, so that the number one pri-
ority of these agencies and/or the good peo-
ple working in these agencies is your protec-
tion.

One way to make sure we focus the atten-
tion of a scattered group of agencies is to
have one agency, so that if need be, cultures
can change; if need be, there can be a direct
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focus. The Senate can’t get the job done.
They've yet to get the job done. I want to
thank Senator Specter’s leadership on this
issue. He’s deeply concerned about the pro-
tection of the homeland. He and I have had
some quality discussions on this issue.

But let me tell you what the problem is
in the Senate, from my perspective—that the
Senate has said, “We will give you a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, but you've got
to pay a price. And the price is, is that we'll
roll back an important authority that every
President since John F. Kennedy has had.”
And that authority says that I have the ability
to suspend certain labor rules for the sake
of national security. For the sake of secu-
rity—securing the country, we won't have
labor rules get in the way of the President
being able to do whatever it takes to protect
America.

We've got a border which we must en-
force. We need to know who’s coming into
America, what they’re bringing into America,
and if theyre leaving when they say theyre
going to leave America. It’s an important
function of the Federal Government. Except
there’s three different agencies down
there—three agencies full of really fine peo-
ple. You've got your Customs, your INS, and
your Border Patrol. Sometimes they have dif-
ferent strategies per sector along the border.
They're wearing different uniforms. They've
got different cultures. They all share in the
responsibility of protecting our border. For
the sake of homeland security, this adminis-
tration and future administrations must have
the ability to put the right people at the right
place at the right time to protect America.

We asked Customs agents to wear a radio-
logical detection device to determine wheth-
er or not weapons of mass destruction were
coming into America. It made sense to us.
If you're worried about weapons of mass de-
struction, wear one of these devices. The
head of the working group there said, “No,
we’re not going to have this on a mandatory
basis.” For the sake of national security, that
work rule ought to be suspended.

Now, they got it finally resolved. It took
4 months of discussions to determine wheth-
er or not Customs agents ought to be wearing
a radiological detection device. Look, work
rules are important. The right to people to
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organize is very important. But for the sake
of national security, the Senate will not take
away one of the most precious authorities
Presidents since John F. Kennedy has had.

I know this: I wouldn’t have to worry about
Jim Gerlach’s vote on this issue. I know
where he would stand. The best way to se-
cure America, however, is to hunt the enemy
down, one person at a time, and bring them
to justice. The best way to protect America
is to find these killers where they try to hide
and bring them to justice, which exactly is
what the United States of America is going
to do.

And we’re making good progress. We're
making good progress. Sometimes it’s hard
to tell it, because this is not the kind of war
that we’re used to. You used to—could count
territories seized or tanks destroyed or air-
planes knocked out of the sky and say, “Gosh,
we're making progress. The fleet has been
damaged.  Therefore, ~were  making
progress.” These are killers who hide in caves
and send youngsters to their suicidal deaths.
That’s who we're trying to find. They kind
of ooch around the dark corners of the world
and look out, peep out around the corner.
In the meantime, send these suicide squads.
It doesn’t require a lot of equipment. It
doesn’t require a lot of money, although
we're doing everything we can to cut off their
money. But we’re making progress.

One reason we're making progress is the
doctrine that says, “Either you're with us, or
you're with the enemy”—it still stands. That
doctrine is firm. Our coalition partners un-
derstand the stakes. This bombing in Indo-
nesia reminded everybody how dangerous
these people can be. They don’t care about
innocent life. They could care less. It doesn’t
bother them in the least that innocent citi-
zens lose their life. What bothers them,
though, is that the United States and our
friends and allies are on the hunt. And we're
going to stay on the hunt. We're going to
get them running, and we're going to keep
them running until we bring them to justice.

Slowly but surely, were finding them.
Slowly but surely, we’re hunting them down,
one person at a time. We’ve probably hauled
in or arrested, whatever you want to call it,
a couple of thousand. Like number weren’t
as lucky. The point is, is that when you com-
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bine it all, we’ve made a fairly good size dent
into the Al Qaida terrorist network. The
other day a guy named bin al-Shibh popped
his head up. He’s no longer a problem for
the United States of America.

It takes awhile. It’s going to take awhile.
It’s just the realities of the 21st century. The
new kind of war is going to require a patience
and determination by this great Nation. See,
we remember. We not only remember what
took place; we also understand the stakes.
We understand our responsibilities. We un-
derstand our duty to not only people who
live in this country, but because every life
matters, we understand our duty elsewhere.
And that is to defend freedom. Slowly but
surely, we're going to defend, and we're
going to defeat this enemy.

And it doesn’t matter how long it takes,
my fellow Americans. It just doesn’t matter,
as far as I'm concerned. There is not a cal-
endar on my desk that says, well, such and
such a date, it’s time to haul them home;
it’s time to quit. That’s not how we think in
America. Tomorrow I'm going to sign a de-
fense appropriations bill, one of the largest
increase—the largest increase since Ronald
Reagan was the President, for two reasons—
two reasons. I want to share with you why
I asked for this increase.

I want to thank the Senate; I want to thank
the House for passing that bill. We're going
to send two messages. One, anytime we put
our troops into harm’s way, they deserve the
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. That’s the very least we owe
them and their loved ones. And for those of
you who have got loved ones in the military,
our military has my complete confidence.
There’s no finer group of men and women
who wear the uniform than the uniform of
the United States of America.

And the second message we send, it
doesn’t matter how long it takes, this country
is in for the long haul, that we believe in
freedom, that we understand obligations,
that we understand that some in the world
may blink, but we’re not blinking. We know
that history has called us into action, and
we're going to do everything we can to de-
fend America and to defend the freedoms
which we hold dear.
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There’s no question in my mind we're
going to succeed. I want you to know how
I feel. I'm an optimist about the future. I'm
an optimist because I know this, that if we
remain tough and if we're strong and we con-
tinue to speak clearly about that which mat-
ters in life, if we hold dear the values of free-
dom, if we fight terror, we can achieve peace.
We can achieve peace not only for America;
we can achieve peace in parts of the world
where some have quit on peace. We can
achieve peace in the Middle East, can
achieve peace in South Asia.

No, the United States has got an oppor-
tunity to lead the world toward peace. The
enemy hit us. They didn’t know who they
were hitting. They probably thought we’d file
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] They don’t un-
derstand America. They don’t understand
our people. They don’t understand our cour-
age. They don’t understand our drive. They
don’t understand that we long for peace, but
we're tough enough to achieve the peace if
we have to be. That’s what they don’t know.

And what they didn’t also understand is
that here at home, the evil done to us is going
to lead to a better America—is going to lead
to a better America. Now, Government can
help—Government can help have a better
America. We have a good education system.
We're working hard to achieve that. We need
to make sure our medical systems are mod-
ern. Listen, medicine has changed. Medicare
hadn’t. Medicine has evolved. Medicare is es-
sentially stuck in the past. For the sake of
our seniors, for the sake of a better life, we
need to modernize Medicare and make sure
there’s a prescription drug benefit for our
seniors.

We need to make sure, as we rewrite the
welfare laws, as Jim can tell you, it’s impor-
tant to make sure that work is the corner-
stone of welfare policy. People find dignity
in work, and therefore we can make America
a better life by helping people find work and
be trained for work and be qualified for work.

But Government is limited in its capacity
to make America a better place. We can hand
out money, but what Government cannot do
is put hope in people’s hearts or a sense of
purpose in people’s lives. This is done when
a fellow American puts their arm around
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somebody in need and says, “I love you.”
That’s how that is done.

America is going to be a better country
after the evil done to us, because we under-
stand that in order to change America, we
can do so, one person, one soul, one con-
science at a time, by loving somebody just
like we’d like to be loved ourselves. Out of
the evil done to America is going to come
incredible good, because this Nation’s
strength lies not in the halls of our Govern-
ment but in the hearts and souls of the Amer-
ican citizens.

A lot of good folks took a step back after
that fateful day and said, “What is my life
all about?” Moms and dads say, “We're lucky
enough to be a mother or a dad. I'm going
to remind my child every single day I love
them.” A lot of good folks said, “T want to
help the community in which I live be a bet-
ter place.”

No, the enemy hit us, but in so doing, they
aroused an American spirit that understands
that being a patriot is somebody more than
just putting your hand over your heart. Being
a patriot is serving a cause greater than your-
self. Being a patriot is helping those who hurt
find solace, those who are hungry find food,
those who yearn for love find love.

No, the enemy hit us, but they didn’t know
who they were hitting. There’s no question
in my mind that we can achieve peace.
There’s no question in my mind that we will
be a better country, because this is the finest
country, full of the greatest people on the
face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming. May God bless, and
may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at the
United Sports Training Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Jim Gerlach, candidate for Penn-
sylvania’s 6th Congressional District; guber-
natorial candidate Mike Fisher; Jane M. Earll,
candidate for Lieutenant Governor; Melissa
Brown, candidate for Pennsylvania’s 13th Con-
gressional District; Gov. Mark Schweiker of Penn-
sylvania; Alan P. Novak, State chairman, and Rob-
ert Asher, national committeeman, Republican
State Commiittee of Pennsylvania; President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.
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Remarks in Bangor, Maine
October 22, 2002

The President. Thanks a lot for coming.
Thank you all.

Audience member. We love you, George!

The President. I'm glad I came. Thank
you.

Congressman, thank you for that kind in-
troduction.

I'm here for a couple of reasons. One, I
always like to come to Maine. Sometimes I
come to get instructions from my mother.
[Laughter] Every time I come, I've enjoyed
being here. It’s a beautiful place. I thank you
for your hospitality. I thank you all for com-
ing out. I thank you for your deep concern
for our country, and thanks for your partici-
pation in the political process.

I'm here because there’s no question in
my mind, Kevin Raye will make a great
United States Congressman. I'm here be-
cause I have learned a lot about Susan Col-
lins. There is no doubt in my mind, she is
a great United States Senator. And for the
sake of Maine and for the sake of the United
States, you need to send her back to the Sen-
ate. I'm here because I firmly believe that
Peter Cianchette will make a great Governor
for Maine.

I am here because I want to talk about
how we can work together to make America
a safer, a stronger, and a better country. I
mean a safer and stronger and better country
for Republicans, for Democrats, for people
who don’t give a hoot about politics.

First, I want to apologize and tell you, you
drew the short straw. Laura was tied up—
[laughter]—so you got stuck with me. I want
to tell you, she’s doing great. Many of you
have—some of you have told me, I bet many
of you feel this way, that you say prayers for
Laura and me and the family. I want to thank
you from the bottom of our heart for that.
It means a lot. And we’re doing well.

You know, when I married Laura she was
a public school librarian.

Audience member. Oh, yeah!

The President. There’s always one in
every crowd—([laughter]—a special breed, I
might add. She didn’t like politics, wasn’t too
keen on politicians either. [Laughter] Now
here she is, the First Lady of the United
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States and a fabulous one at that. She’s calm.
She’s steady. She’s got a great smile. She
cares deeply about our children. The people
of the country now understand why I asked
her to marry me. A lot of them are wondering
why she said yes. [Laughter]

But she sends her best, as do I, as do I
to not only Susan Collins but to a really fine
lady who represents Maine, a United States
Senator who’s got a lot of class, a lot of wis-
dom, a lot of power, somebody with whom
I enjoy working, somebody who is making
a difference for America, and that is Olympia
Snowe.

We've got a man up here who wants to
be one of my mother and dad’s Congress-
men. He’s got him one in Houston, and he’s
got one in Maine, and he hopes to have a
new one. And the guy’s name is Steven Joyce,
running for the U.S. Congress. My only ad-
vice, Steven, is that when you win, you make
sure you answer their mail.

I'm so proud to be here with Kathy Wat-
son, who is the chairman of the Republican
Party for Maine. Jan Staples, who is the na-
tional committeewoman for Maine. I want
to thank our high school choir and high
school band who are here today.

But most of all, T want to thank you all
for coming. I want to thank the grassroots
activists who are here. I want to thank the
people who take time, who work hard to
make sure that the democracy is strong. I
want to thank you very much for your efforts
on behalf of all candidates. I want to thank
you for what you have done. I want to thank
you for what youre going to do, and that
is to turn out the votes for these candidates
on November the 5th.

When I say that I understand Susan Col-
lins, T do. I've worked closely with her. I've
worked with her on key issues that face the
country. There was no stronger supporter for
the No Child Left Behind Act than Susan
Collins. You see, we passed a meaningful
piece of education reform. I want to describe
to you right quick the key ingredients on this
piece of legislation, and youll understand
why I'm so proud of the work that she did,
along with Olympia.

First of all, the bill challenges what I call
the soft bigotry of low expectations. You see,
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what we understand s, if you have low stand-
ards and low expectations, youre going to
get lousy results in our schools. We must
have a system that sets the highest of high
standards. You must believe every child can
learn. But also we believe you've got to trust
the local people. See, we understand the peo-
ple of Maine are more competent in charting
the path for excellence than the people in
Washington, DC, are for the Maine children.

One of the key components of the No
Child Left Behind legislation is what we call
the Reading First Initiative. Susan Collins
was instrumental in helping to write that part
of the law. It tripled the amount of money
available for reading programs. But as impor-
tantly, it said we must base our reading pro-
grams on what works, not what sounds good,
that there is a science to teaching children
how to read, and that all across the country
we must dedicate ourselves to making sure
that we challenge that soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations by insisting that every single child
in America becomes a good reader.

I thank Susan Collins for her leadership
on that issue. Not only—not only did we in-
sist upon high standards and local control of
schools, we increased the amount of money
available for education, the largest expendi-
ture of Federal dollars and education ever.
There’s $200 million of Federal monies com-
ing to Maine this year.

But we also said, “In return for receiving
this new money, we expect you to deliver
results. In return for money, we want to
know whether or not our children are learn-
ing to read and write and add and subtract.”
And when we find out they are, we’ll praise
the teachers. And for those of you who are
teachers out there, thank you, on behalf of
our collective hearts. It’s a noble profession.

But the reason we have demanded ac-
countability is because we want no child left
behind. When we find our children trapped
in schools which will not teach and schools
which will not change, we better have the
courage to challenge the status quo. Every
child counts in America, and no child should
be left behind.

Now, I appreciate Susan a lot. She has de-
livered on behalf of Maine, and she has deliv-
ered on behalf of the country. I also appre-
ciate her working on Medicare. You see,

Oct. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

medicine has changed, and Medicare hadn’t.
Medicare is modern—medicine is modern,
and Medicare is stuck in the past. It needs
to be changed. We need to make sure there
is a prescription drug program for our sen-
iors. Susan Collins can get the job done on
behalf of Maine, people in Maine.

I like to say when you find a good one,
you've got to send them back to office, and
you've found a good one in Susan Collins.
I'm proud to call her friend, and I hope
you're proud to call her United States Sen-
ator.

I'm also proud to be here for Kevin Raye.
He’s going to make a fine Congressman if
for no other reason than he worked for Olym-
pia Snowe for all these years. I appreciate
his strong principles. I appreciate his good
judgment. I appreciate his independent spir-
it. I appreciate his common sense. I look for-
ward to working with him on doing what’s
right for Maine and doing what’s right for
America.

He knows what I know: There’s too much
name calling in Washington, DC; there’s too
much finger-pointing; there’s too much zero-
sum politics. This is a man who’s going to
bring dignity to the office. He’ll work with
both Republicans and Democrats to get the
job done. He’s no-nonsense. He’s also clear-
eyed. He understands the threat the United
States faces. He’s not going to be one of these
folks that is naive about the threats we face.
I need somebody in Congress with whom I
can work to make sure that we do the job
of keeping America safe and strong, and that
person is Congressman Kevin Raye.

And finally, you'd better get you a Gov-
ernor with whom we can work on this edu-
cation reform, somebody who’s got one spe-
cial interest in mind, and that’s the chil-
dren—somebody who cares deeply about the
children of the State, and that Governor is
going to be Peter Cianchette.

He knows what I know: Education is to
a State what national defense is to the Fed-
eral Government. The number one priority
of any Governor must be the education of
every single child. I know he will challenge
the soft bigotry of low expectations. I know
he’ll work with the teachers. I know he be-
lieves in local control of schools. I know he’ll
work with parents. And most importantly, I
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know hell challenge failure when he finds
it. Every child matters to Peter, and no child
will be left behind.

No, I want to thank you all for coming
today to give me a chance to tout these can-
didates. Again, I urge you to make sure you
work hard to turn out the vote. Theyre
counting on you. They're counting on you
to go to the coffee shops. They're counting
on you to go to the community centers.
They’re counting on you to talk it up, and
make sure when you talk it up, just don’t
talk it up to Republicans. There’s a lot of
Democrats who are wise enough to vote for
these candidates. And make sure you talk it
up with independents and people who don’t
care. Turn them out to the polls. It’s an im-
portant election, and we need these can-
didates to win.

We've got some big challenges ahead of
this country. That's why I've taken a keen
interest in these elections. I look forward to
having a Congress with which I can work to
meet the challenges facing America. And
we've got some big challenges. It doesn’t
matter how big they are, as far as I'm con-
cerned, though. See, there’s nothing we can’t
accomplish in this country. This is the great-
est country on the—finest country on the
face of the Earth, no doubt in my mind.

One of the challenges we have is to make
sure people can find work. Any time some-
body is looking for a job and can’t find work
means we've got a problem. The foundations
for growth are strong: interest rates low; in-
flation is low. We've got the highest produc-
tivity in the world amongst our workers and
our farmers and our ranchers. No, were
strong in America. But still too many people
can’t find a job. So I look forward to working
with Congress to expand jobs opportunities.

And there’s some things we can do, start-
ing with making sure people have got more
money in their pocket. See, here’s the text-
book I've read from. It says, if you let a man
or woman have more of her own money or
his own money, theyre going to demand a
good or a service. And when they demand
a good or a service in the marketplace, some-
body is going to produce the good or service.
And when somebody produces that good or
service, somebody is more likely to find work.
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That tax relief plan we passed was good for
the American economy.

As a matter of fact, over the next 10 years,
that tax relief plan will mean over $5 billion
for Maine residents. That’s 5 billion addi-
tional dollars of your own money that you
will be able to choose how to spend, $5 bil-
lion that you can use to invigorate the econ-
omy.

But the problem is, some in Washington
don’t see it that way. Some in Washington
want this tax relief plan not to be permanent.
Some in Washington want this tax relief plan
to go away. It doesn’t make any sense. Either
you trust the Government, or you trust the
people. We trust the people.

I look forward to working with Congress
to make sure we get a terrorism insurance
package that rewards hardhats and not trial
lawyers, that gets our construction people
back to work. I look forward to having an
energy bill which encourages alternative
uses, renewables, increased conservation, but
at the same time makes us less dependent
on foreign sources of crude oil.

I look forward to working with people like
Susan and Olympia and Kevin, who under-
stand that when they talk it up in Wash-
ington, they say, “The Government’s spend-
ing the Government’s money here, and the
Government’s spending the Government’s
money there,” that we recognize we're not
spending the Government’s money. We're
spending the people’s money, and therefore
we need to be fiscally sound with the people’s
money.

Now, there’s a lot of things we can do to
work together to make this economy grow.
And I look forward to working with Congress
and won’t rest until people who are looking
for work can find work.

We've got a big job as well to make sure
we protect America. I was amazed when
Kevin told me that in the course of a debate,
he said one of the two in the race didn’t be-
lieve we were still under a threat. That’s just
not the case. I wish it were true, but it’s not
true. There’s still an enemy out there that’s
acting. There’s still an enemy which hates
America. They hate America because of what
we love. We love freedom. We love the fact
that people can worship an almighty God any
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way they see fit in America. We love the free-
dom for people to speak their mind. We love
a free press. We love every aspect of our free-
dom, and we’re not going to change. And
therefore, there’s an enemy out there which
hates what we love. And so we’ve got to do
everything we can to protect the homeland.

My most important job is to protect Amer-
ican life, to protect innocent life. I mention
that because you've got to know something
about these people we fight. Unlike us, they
don’t value life. See, we think every life is
precious. Everybody counts. Everybody mat-
ters. We face an enemy which has hijacked
a great religion and are nothing but a bunch
of coldblooded killers, and therapy won’t
work. [Laughter]

We learned a tough lesson on September
the 11th. See, it used to be oceans could pro-
tect us, and if there was a war on another
continent, we’d make the choice as to wheth-
er or not we would join that war, that we
were safe and secure as a nation because
oceans could keep us safe and secure. But
the harsh reality of the 21st century came
home. Oceans no longer protect us. Threats
overseas are threats that we must recognize
here at home and deal with them.

That’s why I asked the United States Con-
gress to have a dialog on Iraq. That's why
I asked the Congress to seriously consider,
along with the administration, as to whether
or not we should deal with a true threat to
our country.

I want to remind you that we're dealing
with a man who has used weapons of mass
destruction on his own people, on people in
his neighborhood. This is a man who has de-
fied the United Nations 16 times over an 11-
year period. The world has said, “You must
do what you said you would do, Saddam Hus-
sein, and that is disarm.” And 16 times the
United Nations, over and over and over
again, has written resolution after resolution,
saying, “Mr. Saddam Hussein, you must dis-
arm.” And he has defied an international
body.

So I gave a speech, and I said to the world,
“For the sake of peace, for the sake of peace
at home, for the sake of peace in the Middle
East, for the sake of determining whether
or not that international body is going to be
the League of Nations or the United Nations,
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Saddam Hussein must disarm, and we expect
you, the world, to disarm h1m For the sake
of peace, for the sake of secunty for our
country. It’s his choice to make. “You said
you would disarm, disarm. The United Na-
tions has asked you to disarm.” They need
to work together to disarm. But my fellow
Americans, if they won't act, and if Saddam
Hussein won’t act, for the sake of peace, for
the sake of our security, we will lead a coali-
tion to disarm that man.

And so we face true threats at home. And
I went to Congress to ask them to join me
in the creation of a Department of Homeland
Security. I did so because I wanted to take
the agencies involved with securing our
homeland and put them under one Cabinet
Secretary, so we can set clear priorities, the
priorities to protect you, the priorities to do
everything we can to protect you. And there-
fore, I thought it would be wise for us to
have a Department of Homeland Security so
we could better coordinate, better facilitate,
better prioritize, if need be, change cultures
within agencies, so this becomes the primary
focus of a lot of good people who are working
on your behalf.

And by the way, there are a lot of good
people working on your behalf. We under-
stand the stakes now. We see the reality
clearly. We know there’s an enemy lurking
around. We're aware of Bali, Indonesia,
where people just—innocent lives were just
destroyed as a result of these coldblooded
killers. We know the stakes. People are work-
ing hard on your behalf. Any time we're get-
ting a hint, any time we’re getting a scintilla
of evidence, any time we think somebody is
fixing to do something to the American peo-
ple, we're moving; we're disrupting; we’re
denying. We’re doing everything we can.

But we can be more effective, and that’s
why I asked Congress to join me in the cre-
ation of a homeland defense, department of
homeland defense. The House acted, and the
United States Senate is stuck. And it’s not
because of the two U.S. Senators on this
stage, I might add. They're struggling in the
Senate because of special interests. They're
struggling because theyre trying to get me
to pay a price for a homeland security bill.
And T want to describe the price that they
want me to pay.
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Every President since John Kennedy has
had the ability to act in the interests of the
country for national security purposes. Every
President has had the capacity to suspend
some labor rules if those rules get in the way
of national security concerns. Listen, I
strongly support the right for people to bar-
gain collectively, if they choose to do so. But
I also am going to hold dear to that right
Presidents have had to be able to suspend
some work rules for the sake of national secu-
rity

I'll give you an example of what I'm talking
about. After September the 11th, the Cus-
toms Service wanted to quickly assign its
best, most qualified inspectors to the north-
ern border. See, we were worried about our
borders. We're still worried about our bor-
ders. We need to know who’s coming into
the country, what they're bringing into the
country, and if theyre leaving the country
when they say theyre going to leave the
country. That’s what we want to know. So
we wanted to move the best inspectors up
there. But the leaders representing this part
of the workforce said, “No way. See, we're
not going to let you do that. You have to
bargain over these assignments.”

Now, that’s not right. We asked inspectors
to wear radiological detection devices so that
they may be able to sniff out a weapon of
mass destruction. They said, “No. No, we've
got to have collective bargaining over that.”
It took us 4 months of negotiations with the
head of the union to be able to get that done.

Now, see, I need the right to be able to
put the right people at the right place at the
right time to protect America. And I'm not
changing, because I understand what’s at
stake. What's at stake—we've got to make
sure we do it right, to make sure that this
President and future Presidents can protect
the homeland. And I say “future Presidents”
because in my judgment, this deal isn’t end-
ing any time soon, that even though we’re
making progress, we still have got a long way
to go.

And I want to remind you all that the best
way to protect the homeland is to hunt the
killers down, one person at a time, and bring
them to justice. And that’s what this country
is going to do. And we’re making progress.
In the old days, you know, you could measure
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progress based upon the number of tanks you
destroyed, or whether or not somebody’s
navy had fewer ships, or whether or not the
air force wasn’t able to fly. But this is a dif-
ferent kind of war, see. We're facing these
kind of people that hide in caves or move
around in the dark corners of some of these
cities in the world; they send youngsters to
their suicidal deaths. It’s a different kind of
war.

But we're making progress. The doctrine
that says, “Either youre with us or the
enemy,” it still stands. There’s a lot of good
people around the world working hard too.
We've hauled in a couple of thousand; like
number weren't as lucky. None of them are
a threat anymore. The other day, a guy
named bin al-Shibh popped his head up. You
don’t have to worry about him. He was the
man who wanted to be the 20th hijacker. He
was lurking around Pakistan, figuring out a
way how to hurt America again. And we
found him, and he’s now in custody.

Slowly but surely, we're dismantling the
Al Qaida terrorist network—slowly but sure-
ly. And as we do so, we're spreading freedom.
I want you to remind your kids and any other
child you come in contact with that amongst
all this war talk, that this great country never
has conquered anybody. We're liberators.
Thanks to the United States and our friends
and allies, many young girls go to school for
the first time in Afghanistan. We will never
be conquerors. We believe in freedom. See,
when I say, “Every life counts; everybody has
worth; every individual matters,” I don’t
mean just Americans. I believe that way for
everybody. I believe freedom is universal. It’s
just not an American ideal. It's a God-given
ideal. It’s a universal ideal, and we love free-
dom in America.

Tomorrow I'm going to sign a defense ap-
propriations bill. T want to thank Senator
Snowe and Senator Collins for working on
that bill and getting it to my desk. It’s the
largest increase in defense spending since
President Reagan was the President. I'm
going to tell you the two reasons why. Any
time the United States of America sends our
youngsters into harm’s way, they deserve the
best pay, the best training, and the best pos-
sible equipment. We owe that to our troops,
and we owe that to the loved one of our
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troops—you loved ones out there of your
troops. I've got great confidence in the
United States military. I have great con-
fidence in the ability of our United States
military. I'm incredibly proud of those who
wear our uniforms.

And the second reason the defense bill had
the size it did, it sends a message to friend
and foe alike: It doesn’t matter how long it
takes to defend freedom; we’ll do it. There’s
no calendar on my desk that says, by such
and such a date, we’re going to have to haul
the troops home, such and such a date, we're
going to quit. That’s not the way America
thinks. That’s certainly not the way I think.
We love peace, and we love freedom, and
it doesn’t matter how long it takes to secure
both.

History has called us into action. History
has called us to action. We have a duty to
future generations of Americans to make this
land secure. That’s an obligation we have. It’s
an obligation we won’'t—{rom which we will
not shirk.

I can’t imagine what was going through
the minds of the killers when they hit Amer-
ica. Oh, they must have thought we were so
materialistic and selfish, so self-absorbed that
after September the 11th, we’d file a lawsuit
or two. [Laughter] They didn’t understand.
They just didn’t get it. They don’t understand
that this great nation will defend that which
we love. They don’t understand that as a na-
tion we see opportunity out of the midst of
the terrible evil.

See, I do believe this: I believe the strong-
er we are, the more resolved we are, the
more clear-sighted we are, the more likely
it is we’ll not only achieve peace for our-
selves, but we can achieve peace in the Mid-
dle East; we can achieve peace in South Asia.

No, out of the evil done to this great coun-
try can come incredible good. I truly believe
that staying the course, speaking clearly,
fighting terror where it exists, spreading free-
dom in a humble way, we can achieve peace.
And T also know here at home that we can
achieve a better America.

And Government can help. We talked
about education initiatives and health initia-
tives. There’s a lot of ways Government can
help. But we've got to remember that Gov-
ernment can hand out money, but what it
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can’t do is put hope in people’s hearts or a
sense of purpose in people’s lives. In order
to eradicate the pockets of despair and loneli-
ness and hopelessness which exist in this
great land, which has got to be a national
cause, we want everybody in this country to
recognize and realize the great promise of
America. See, when one of us hurts, we all
hurt. In order to eradicate those pockets of
despair, we must love a neighbor just like
we’d like to be loved ourselves. Each of us
can make a difference in making sure the
American experience is available to all. Each
of us can love a neighbor like we'd like to
be loved ourselves.

America can and will change, one con-
science, one heart, one soul at a time. Not
one person can do everything, but each of
you can be somebody doing that something
to make America a better place. Mentor a
child. Feed the hungry. Find shelter for the
homeless. No, the enemy hit us, but they
didn’t know who they were hitting. The
enemy hit us, and out of the evil done to
America is going to come some incredible
good.

There’s no doubt in my mind we will be
a better society, a more decent society, a soci-
ety in which we understand that being a pa-
triot means more than just putting your hand
over your heart. Being a patriot means help-
ing somebody in need. Being a patriot means
serving a cause greater than yourself.

No, they hit us, and out of the evil done
to America is going to come a more peaceful
world, a more—better America, no doubt in
my mind, because this is the greatest country,
full of the finest people on the face of the
Earth.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you
all, and may God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. in Hangar
12 at Bangor International Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Kevin Raye, candidate for Maine’s
Second Congressional District, who introduced
the President; Steven Joyce, candidate for Maine’s
First Congressional District; President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an Al
Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan the
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.
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Remarks on Signing the Department
of Defense Appropriations Act and
the Military Construction
Appropriation Act

October 23, 2002

Good morning. Please be seated.

The security of the American people is the
first commitment of the American Govern-
ment. Our Nation faces grave new dangers,
and our Nation must fully support the men
and women of our military who confront
these dangers on our behalf.

The Department of Defense and the Mili-
tary Construction Appropriations bills I sign
today will make our country more secure,
make our military forces more prepared, and
reward military families for their sacrifice in
service.

These bills, passed with bipartisan support,
send a message: America is united; America
is strong; and America will remain strong.

I appreciate so very much Vice President
Cheney joining me today. He is a great Vice
President. I appreciate Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld joining me today. He’s a
great Secretary of Defense. I appreciate
Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz coming. T want
to thank Tom White, the Secretary of the
Army. I want to thank the Members of the
Congress who have joined us today, both
Democrat and Republican: Senator Byron
Dorgan of North Dakota, Arlen Specter of
Pennsylvania, Bill Young of Florida, Dave
Hobson of Ohio, and Jim Moran of Virginia.

I want to thank the service chiefs who are
here. They've done such a good job for our
country. I want to thank their senior enlisted
advisers. I want to thank the friends of the
United States military who are here in the
Rose Garden today. I want to thank those
who wear the uniform who are here. And
I welcome my fellow Americans.

Since September the 11th, Americans
have been reminded that the safety of many
depends on the courage and skill of a few.
We've asked our military to bring justice to
agents of terror. We've asked our military to
liberate a captive people on the other side
of the Earth. We've asked our military to pre-
pare for conflict in Iraq, if it proves nec-
essary. We're asking young Americans to
serve in many places far from home and at
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great risk. We owe them every resource,
every weapon, and every tool they need to
fulfill their missions.

The best military in the world must have
every advantage required to defend the
peace of the world. And the best military in
the world is making good progress on this,
the first war of the 21st century.

It's a different kind of war. Our military
knows it. After all, we’re on an international
manhunt. We're chasing coldblooded killers
down, one killer at a time. And we’re making
good progress. We've hauled in or arrested,
thanks to our military and our friends and
allies, over a couple of thousand killers, and
like number weren't as lucky. In either case,
they're no longer a threat to the American
people.

Sometimes the American people will see
the progress we're making, and sometimes
they won’t. They just need to know that the
United States military is after them, one per-
son at a time.

The bill I sign today also sends a clear sig-
nal to friend and foe alike that it doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes to defend our freedom;
the United States of America will stay the
course. There is no timetable in the Oval Of-
fice here behind me that says at a certain
period of time, we no longer care deeply
about our freedoms, and therefore, we're
going to quit. There’s no such timetable. The
bill today says America is determined and
resolute to not only defend our freedom but
defend freedom around the world, that we’re
determined and resolute to answer the call
to history, and that we will defeat terror.

This year’s defense bill provides nearly
$355 billion to protect our country, more
than $37 billion increase from fiscal year
2002—for fiscal year 2002. We're matching
increased funding with clear priorities.

First, this legislation takes care of our men
and women in uniform and their families. We
provide the money for a pay increase of 4.1
percent for service members, provide for ad-
ditional full-time support personnel for the
National Guard and Reserves, continue to re-
duce the out-of-pocket cost for housing for
our service members and their families.

The Military Construction Appropriations
bill adds $10.5 billion for building and up-

grading military installations and for military
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family housing. We're taking care of our peo-
ple. We want the people who wear the uni-
form to know America appreciates their serv-
ice.

Secondly, this year’s defense bill will en-
sure that our military is ready and well-
equipped. We increased funds for operations
and maintenance by more than $5 billion,
provide nearly $72 billion for weapon pro-
curement, an $11 billion increase. Today’s
American forces are ready and able to deploy
to any point in the globe to defeat any foe,
and we're going to keep it that way.

Third, this legislation begins developing
the next generations of weaponry that will
win battles in the future. We invest almost
$58 billion in research and development. At
the same time, the bill ends some weapons
systems that aren’t going to meet the needs
of the future, and that’s an important con-
tribution to our military. To have the willing-
ness to say, “This program works, and this
one doesn’t,” is important. So we ended the
Crusader artillery program, a program that
was designed for a different era.

Instead, we will fund new systems, systems
that will enable our military to do a more
effective job at defending America and our
freedoms, systems such as the unmanned
aerial vehicles like the Predator and the
Global Hawk that we've used so effectively
in Afghanistan.

We fund efforts to adopt cold war systems
like the Trident submarine to meet the new
21st century missions. We fund over $7 bil-
lion to protect America and our friends from
the threat of ballistic missiles.

I'm grateful that Congress completed its
important work on defense and military con-
struction appropriations bills. I want to thank
them for working hard on these two impor-
tant pieces of legislation. I appreciate the bi-
partisan spirit.

There’s still important work to complete.
For example, Congress has yet to act on my
proposal to nearly double overall funding for
homeland defense, including my request for
unprecedented funding levels for police and
firefighters and emergency medical per-
sonnel who are on the frontlines of defending
our citizens.

In addition, our new homeland—Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is stalled in the
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Senate. The defense bill I will sign today
funds our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Ma-
rines, all of which exist in a single Depart-
ment. That Department was created by
President Harry Truman when he reorga-
nized our Nation’s defense structure to meet
the security threats of a new era.

Today we are once again in a new era. Yet
our homeland security activities are spread
among more than 100 different Government
agencies. America needs a single Depart-
ment of government dedicated to protecting
our people and to protecting our homeland.
We can’t wait any longer. The threats to
America are simply too great. Providing for
the security of our country is a broader task
than just keeping our military strong. I look
forward to working with Congress on all the
measures needed to build the strength and
security of the greatest nation on the face
of the Earth.

It is now my honor to sign the Department
of Defense Appropriations Act and the Mili-
tary Construction Appropriations Act.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. H.R. 5010, the
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, and
H.R. 5011, the Military Construction Appropria-
tion Act, approved October 23, were assigned
Public Law No. 107-248 and Public Law No. 107—
249, respectively. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript
of these remarks.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 2003

October 23, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5010,
the “Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 2003,” which provides $354.8 billion for
national security programs administered by
the Department of Defense.

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. It abides by
an aggregate FY 2003 funding level that I
support of $759 billion, which is consistent
with the House-passed Budget Resolution.
My Administration appreciates that the Con-
gress has completed the FY 2003 Defense
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and Military Construction appropriations
bills.

I am disappointed that the Act does not
fund the $10 billion I requested to support
the war on terrorism. I am also concerned
that the Act cuts $2.7 billion from my request
for operations and maintenance activities at
the very time our Armed Forces are engaged
in a battle against global terrorism. Without
these funds, we may be forced to reduce
other important programs to finance the war
on terrorism.

Sections 8007 and 8111 of the Act prohibit
the use of funds to initiate a special access
program or to initiate a new start program,
unless the congressional defense committees
receive advance notice of such initiation. The
U.S. Supreme Court has stated that the
President’s authority to classify and control
access to information bearing on national se-
curity flows from the Constitution and does
not depend upon a legislative grant of au-
thority. Although the advance notice con-
templated by sections 8007 and 8111 can be
provided in most situations as a matter of
comity, situations may arise, especially in
wartime, in which the President must act
promptly under his constitutional grants of
executive power and authority as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces while
protecting certain extraordinarily sensitive
national security information. The executive
branch shall construe sections 8007 and 8111
in a manner consistent with the constitutional
authority of the President.

Section 8066 of the Act provides that, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, no
funds available to the Department of De-
fense for fiscal year 2003 may be used to
transfer defense articles or services, other
than intelligence services, to another nation
or an international organization for inter-
national peacekeeping, peace-enforcement,
or humanitarian assistance operations, until
15 days after the executive branch notifies
six committees of Congress of the planned
transfer. The provision does not affect trans-
fers using funds available to the Department
of Defense if the recipient is other than a
nation or an international organization or if
the transfer is of intelligence services, such
as provision of or accommodation procure-
ments for imagery intelligence, geospatial in-
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formation, or cryptological support. The pro-
vision also does not affect transfers of de-
fense articles or defense services using funds
contained in the Act that are available to the
Central Intelligence Agency rather than the
Department of Defense. To the extent that
protection of the U.S. Armed Forces de-
ployed for international peacekeeping,
peace-enforcement, or humanitarian assist-
ance operations might require action of a
kind covered by section 8066 sooner than 15
days after notification, the executive branch
shall construe section 8066 in a manner con-
sistent with my constitutional duty as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces.

A proviso in the Act’s appropriation for
“Operation and Maintenance, Defense-
Wide” prohibits implementation of, and pur-
ports to prohibit planning for, consolidation
of certain offices within the Department of
Defense. Similarly, section 8121 of the Act
purports to specify the content of future De-
partment of Defense budgetary and pro-
gramming plans. The executive branch shall
construe these provisions relating to planning
in a manner consistent with the President’s
constitutional authority to require the opin-
ions of the heads of departments and to rec-
ommend for congressional consideration
such measures as the President shall judge
necessary and expedient.

Section 8094 of the Act provides that, in
implementing a health care interagency part-
nership under that section, Native Hawaiians
shall have the status of Native Americans
who are eligible for the healthcare services
provided by the Indian Health Service. The
executive branch shall implement section
8094 in a manner consistent with the require-
ment to afford equal protection of the laws
under the Due Process Clause of the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution.

Section 8116 of the Act makes certain ap-
propriated funds available for transportation,
food, lodging, supplies, fees, and training ma-
terials for members of the Armed Forces and
their immediate family members while par-
ticipating in chaplain-led programs, such as
retreats and conferences, that assist them in
building and maintaining a strong family
structure. In implementing this provision,
the executive branch shall accord the fullest
respect to the fundamental constitutional
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right of free exercise of religion, subject to
the constitutional limitation on establishment
of religion and any other applicable law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 23, 2002.

NotE: H.R. 5010, approved October 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-248.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriation Act,
2003

October 23, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5011,
the “Military Construction Appropriations
Act, 2003,” which provides $10.5 billion for
Department of Defense military construction
and family housing programs. The Act en-
sures the Nation’s military construction pri-
orities are met and provides the resources
and infrastructure for our fighting forces at
home and abroad. My Administration is com-
mitted to improving military housing and the
quality of life of our uniformed defenders
and their families, and this bill clearly reflects
that commitment.

Sections 107, 110, and 113 of the Act pro-
vide for notice to the Congress of relocation
of activities between military installations,
initiation of a new installation abroad, or U.S.
military exercises involving $100,000 in con-
struction costs. The U.S. Supreme Court has
stated that the President’s authority to clas-
sify and control access to information bearing
on national security flows from the Constitu-
tion and does not depend upon a legislative
grant of authority. Although the notice can
be provided in most situations as a matter
of comity, situations may arise, especially in
wartime, in which the President must act
promptly under his constitutional grants of
executive power and authority as Com-
mander in Chief while protecting sensitive
national security information. The executive
branch shall construe these sections in a
manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority.

Section 119 provides for the Secretary of
Defense to submit a report to the Congress
with details of proposed actions to encourage
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certain cooperating nations to assume a
greater share of the common defense bur-
den. The executive branch shall construe this
provision in a manner consistent with the
President’s constitutional authority to with-
hold information, the disclosure of which
could impair foreign relations, the national
security, the deliberative processes of the Ex-
ecutive, or the performance of the Execu-
tive’s constitutional duties. The Secretary of
Defense will, of course, continue as a matter
of comity to keep the Congress appropriately
informed of the matters addressed by section
119.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 23, 2002.

Note: H.R. 5011, approved October 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-249.

Remarks on Children’s Online Safety
October 23, 2002

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to the
White House. And thanks for the work that
most of you do on behalf of protecting this
country’s children. Because children are so
vulnerable, they need the constant protection
of adults. And because children are so vul-
nerable, they’re often the targets of cruel and
ruthless criminals.

I am deeply saddened by the recent trag-
edy that we've seen here in Washington.
There is a ruthless person on the loose. I've
ordered the full resources of the Federal
Government to help local law enforcement
officials in their efforts to capture this person.
Laura and I join our fellow Americans in
prayer as we pray for the families and friends
who have lost loved ones, as we pray for the
safety of our fellow citizens, as we pray for
the quick end to this period of violence and
fear.

Protecting children from sexual exploi-
tation is also a priority. It needs to be a pri-
ority and is a priority of this country. Earlier
this month, I convened the first ever White
House Conference on Missing, Exploited,
and Runaway Children. And those efforts
continue today.
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I've just met with law enforcement rep-
resentatives from the Federal, State, and
local level from several States who spend
their time tracking down and prosecuting on-
line predators. These officials are impressive
people. They're the best of America. They're
doing difficult and disturbing and essential
work. And I thank them for coming here
today.

Our Nation has made this commitment:
Anyone who targets a child for harm will be
a primary target of law enforcement. That’s
our commitment. Anyone who takes the life
or innocence of a child will be punished to
the full extent of the law.

Today I want to discuss with you several
aggressive steps we are taking to protect our
children from exploitation and from danger
on the Internet.

I appreciate so very much Robert Mueller,
the Director of the FBI, is here with us
today. I thank you for your service, for your
good work. I want to thank the Deputy Attor-
ney General of the Department of Justice,
Larry Thompson, for being here. Mr. Dep-
uty, thanks for coming. Bob Bonners, the
Commissioner of the U.S. Customs Service,
is with us today. They play an integral role
in helping to catch these predators overseas.

Federal, State, and law enforcement offi-
cers and prosecutors who are here with us
today, ranging from California to Alabama to
Maryland—from all around the country. I
want to thank you all for being here to hear
this progress and commitment that we share
for our country.

When a child’s life or innocence is taken,
a grave and unforgivable act has occurred.
A parent’s worst nightmare has become real.
And you all here are on the frontlines of this
great struggle to see to it that no parent has
to live through the nightmare. That's what
you’re doing.

The Internet is a remarkable technology.
We've all learned that. It’s revolutionized
education, vastly increased the flow of infor-
mation, increases our knowledge. We're now
in closer touch with our family and friends.
People are now connected across the globe.
It’s an exciting tool. But more than half of
our Nation children now online—let me start
over—more than half of the Nation is now

1837

online, and 75 percent of the children are
online.

The flow of information is freer and broad-
er. Yet the new freedom presents us with
an unprecedented challenge, a technology
that brings knowledge also brings obscenity
and danger. Until recently, the worst kind
of pornography was mainly limited to red-
light districts or restricted to adults or con-
fined by geography, isolated by shame. With
the Internet, pornography is now instantly
available to any child who has a computer.
And in the hands of the wrong people, in
the hands of incredibly wicked people, the
Internet is a tool that lures children into real
danger.

Sexual predators use the Internet to dis-
tribute child pornography and obscenity.
They use the Internet to engage in sexually
explicit conversations. They use the Internet
to lure children out of the safety of their
homes into harm’s way. Every day, millions
of children log on to the Internet, and every
day we learn more about the evil of the world
that has crept into it. In a single year, one
in four children between the ages of 10 and
17 is voluntarily—involuntarily exposed to
pornography. That’s one in four children.
One in five children receives a sexual solicita-
tion over the Internet. One in 17 children
is threatened or harassed. We've got a wide-
spread problem, and we're going to deal with
it.

We don’t accept this kind of degrading.
It’s unacceptable to America. We don’t ac-
cept offensive conduct like this in our
schools, in the commercial establishments,
and we can’t accept it in our homes. We can-
not allow this to happen to our children. The
chief responsibility to protect America’s chil-
dren lies with their parents. You are respon-
sible for the welfare of your child. It’s your
responsibility.

There are several practical things parents
can do to protect their children from the dan-
gers of online predators. First of all, pay at-
tention to your children. If you love your chil-
dren, pay attention to them. Know what
they're doing. Share your experience with
your children. Make it clear to your children
about the potential online dangers they face.
Make it clear to them the kinds of Web sites
they need to avoid.
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Children need to be told to never provide
personal information to anyone online. It
seems like a simple parental responsibility.
Mothers and dads all across America need
to do their job and make it clear to their
children there can be danger by providing
personal information. Don’t share any pass-
words—that’s a logical thing for a mom or
a dad to do, tell their children not to share
a password with a total stranger. Don’t agree
to meet with somebody theyve never met.
Don’t agree to meet with somebody that
chats them up on the Internet, unless the
mom or dad is with them.

Parents should keep computers in a cen-
tral location and check up on what their kids
are doing. They ought to not ignore what
their children are doing. They ought to pay
attention to their children. They have a re-
sponsibility. A mother or dad ought to pay
just as much attention to their child when
they're on the Internet as if they're in the
playground or walking in the mall.

Parents have the first and foremost re-
sponsibility. Yet we as a society share this
duty as well, and that’s what we were talking
about today. Parents need allies in the up-
bringing of their children. Our Nation should
make the essential work of mothers and fa-
thers easier, not harder. Our Government,
at every level, must take the side of respon-
sible parents, and we will.

We're waging an aggressive nationwide ef-
fort to prevent the use of the Internet to sex-
ually exploit and endanger children. That’s
what we're doing. I want to share some of
that with you today. Through an FBI pro-
gram called Innocent Images, we identify, we
investigate, and we prosecute sexual preda-
tors across the country.

FBI agents are obtaining evidence of
criminal Internet activity by conducting un-
dercover operations, using fictitious screen
names and entering into online chat rooms.
I had the honor of listening to one such FBI
agent today. She was telling us what it’s like
to deal with these sick minds. Interesting,
afterwards I said, “It must be tough to do
the job you do.” She says, “T've got two chil-
dren. I don’t want it to ever happen to any
child.” T appreciate your dedication.

Innocent Images prosecutions increased
by more than 50 percent over the last 2 years.
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We're making progress. Just like we're hunt-
ing the terrorists down one at a time, we're
hunting these predators down one at a time
too. Based on the progress, I'm pleased to
announce that we will expand this program
and significantly increase the funding in the
next fiscal year. We will also seek to almost
double funding for the Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Forces, from $6.5 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2002 to $12.5 million in
fiscal 2003. These task forces help State and
local authorities enforce laws against child
pornography and exploitation.

Since 1998, the task forces have helped
train more than 1,500 prosecutors and 1,900
investigators. They've served 700 search war-
rants and 1,400 subpoenas. The task forces
have provided direct, investigative assistance
in more than 3,000 cases. They've arrested
more than 1,400 suspects. These task forces
are a great success. They're a great success
because we've got a lot of good people work-
ing on these projects, a lot of dedicated
Americans whose stomachs turn when they
realize what’s happening to our children,
great Americans who decided to do some-
thing about it. This additional funding I've
announced means that in—we’ll increase the
number of regional task forces up to 40
around the country.

Our efforts to fight Internet exploitation
of children extend throughout this Govern-
ment, throughout all levels of government.
The U.S. Postal Inspection service provides
an important role in tracking sexual preda-
tors, because child pornographers often use
the mail to purchase obscene materials off
the Internet. In Operation Avalanche, postal
inspectors created an undercover Web site
which they used to bring down what is to
believe—what is believed to be the largest
commercial child pornography enterprise
ever encountered by law enforcement au-
thorities in the United States. It started in
Texas. It ended in Texas because of the hard
work of the postal inspectors, the good work
of prosecutors, and the sentencing of one
tough Federal judge.

The Customs Service is conducting Oper-
ation Hamlet, which earlier this year disman-
tled an international ring of child molesters,
an international ring of sick minds. Acting
on a tip from European authorities, Customs
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officers tracked down child molesters in the
United States, many of whom were molesting
their own children and distributing the im-
ages of these children on the Internet. Au-
thorities have identified 25 individuals in-
volved in this ring, 14 of whom were Ameri-
cans. Through Operation Hamlet, 65 chil-
dren have been rescued.

We're taking aggressive steps to protect
children from exploitation and victimization.
And the United States Congress can help by
passing the “Child Obscenity and Pornog-
raphy Prevention Act.” The House has
passed this important bill, and I want to
thank them for their good work.

The House passed a bill which makes it
illegal for child pornographers to disseminate
obscene, computer-generated images of chil-
dren. It's an important piece of legislation.
The Senate needs to act soon. The Senate
needs to get moving and join the House in
providing our prosecutors with the tools nec-
essary to help shut down this obscenity, this
crime—these crimes against children.

When a child’s life or innocence is taken,
a grave and unforgivable act has occurred.
A parent’s worst nightmare has come real.
The people in this room are on the frontlines
of a great struggle, determined to see that
no parent is forced to live through a night-
mare.

I'm tremendously grateful for the good
works. I want to thank you all for being true
patriots. I want you to know, at the Federal
level, we're joining in the fight. We'll go after
them, one person at a time, to make America
a promising place for everybody who lives

ere.

May God bless your work, and may God
bless America. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Presidential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the sniper attacks in the Washington,
DC, area which left 10 dead and 3 injured. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks.
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Statement on Signing the Russian
Democracy Act of 2002

October 23, 2002

I have today signed into law H.R. 2121,
the “Russian Democracy Act of 2002.” This
Act seeks to promote democracy, the rule of
law, and an independent media in the Rus-
sian Federation.

Section 3(b) of the Act purports to estab-
lish U.S. policy towards Russia. My approval
of the Act does not constitute my adoption
of the statements of policy in section 3(b)
as U.S. foreign policy. Given the Constitu-
tion’s commitment to the presidency of the
authority to conduct the Nation’s foreign af-
fairs, the executive branch shall construe
such policy statements as advisory, giving
them the due weight that comity between
the legislative and executive branches should
require, to the extent consistent with U.S.
foreign policy.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 23, 2002.

Note: H.R. 2121, approved October 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107-246.

Proclamation 7614—United Nations
Day, 2002

October 23, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The United Nations was founded 57 years
ago to improve our global community by
strengthening the ties among member na-
tions through improved communication, ex-
panded understanding, and enhanced secu-
rity. On United Nations Day, America joins
the world in commemorating the founding
of this important international organization
and recognizing the profound impact it has
had on our world and the role that it con-
tinues to play.
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Since October 24, 1945, the United Na-
tions Organization has grown to include 191
member states. Through its relief agencies,
the U.N. aids and protects millions of refu-
gees and displaced persons worldwide. For
example, in 2001, the United Nations World
Food Program provided aid to 77 million
people in 82 countries and helped to avert
a severe famine that threatened Afghanistan.
The U.N. also seeks to improve living condi-
tions around the globe by immunizing chil-
dren, providing safe drinking water, and
fighting disease.

The United States remains committed to
helping the U.N. to advance human rights,
healthcare, security, and education through-
out the world; and we will continue to meet
these and other commitments as we rejoin
the United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization. Our country con-
tinues to work with the U.N. in supplying
aid for nations and peoples in need or dis-
tress, and in providing medical care and
other essentials through U.N. agencies such
as UNICEF.

As our world faces new challenges and op-
portunities, the efforts of the United Nations
take on a renewed significance. The United
States recognizes the U.N. for its efforts to
support and strengthen the international coa-
lition against global terror. And we hope the
United Nations will fulfill its role in address-
ing the threats posed to the civilized world,
particularly the threat now posed by Iraq. As
a founding member of the U.N., the United
States reaffirms our dedication to this vital
organization and our hope that it will con-
tinue to fulfill the vision of its founders.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2002,
as United Nations Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand two,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh.

George W. Bush
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 25, 2002]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 28.

Remarks in Charlotte, North
Carolina

October 24, 2002

Thank you all for coming. I'm glad to be
back in North Carolina, and thanks for such
a warm welcome. I want to talk about some
things that are important. I want to talk about
the future of this great country. We've got
some tough tasks ahead of us. No question
in my mind, we can accomplish anything we
set our mind to. We're the greatest nation
on the face of the Earth.

I want to talk to you about how to make
our country safer, stronger, and better. And
one way to do so is to send Elizabeth Dole
to the United States Senate. There is no
question in my mind, she is the right person
for the job for North Carolina.

The senior Senator from North Carolina
is retiring after a lot of good years of service
to our country. I admire his service—no finer
gentleman in the United States Senate. He
represented North Carolina well. He’s a
credit to our country. And the right person
to follow Senator Jesse Helms is soon-to-be
Senator Elizabeth Dole.

She married well, and so did 1. The truth
of the matter is, Senator Dole—the male
Senator Dole—and I married above our-
selves. Laura sends her best. I just talked to
her on the phone. She’s on our—she wishes
she could be here. She’s on our ranch in
Texas. It's been raining, so she needs to
sweep the porch, because the President of
China is coming tomorrow. [Laughter]

But she’s doing great. She sends her love
to Elizabeth, her best to all the candidates.
She sends her best to all the friends of ours
in North Carolina. I'm really proud of the
job she’s done on behalf of the American
people.

I want to thank you all for coming, because
it gives me a chance to thank you for what
you have done and for what you're going to
do. And what I hope you do, and T think
you’re going to do, is go to your coffee shops
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and your places of worship and your commu-
nity centers and remind people that in Amer-
ica they have a duty to vote, that in this coun-
try there is a responsibility that comes with
being a United States citizen. We expect you
to vote. We expect you to do your duty.

And by the way, when youre reminding
them to vote, you might make a couple of
suggestions. [Laughter] One suggestion is
Elizabeth Dole. When you're getting on the
telephone and when you're putting up the
signs and when youre mailing the mailers,
the grassroots that makes a difference in an
election, make sure you do so—if you're liv-
ing in Robin Hayes’ district—to send Robin
Hayes back to the United States Congress.

I appreciate Robin. I appreciate talking to
him. T appreciate his firm stands on national
security, and he’s kind of wearing me out
when it comes to jobs in North Carolina.
[Laughter] He cares deeply about the people
in his district and the people of this State.
He cares deeply about making sure people
can find work. And I appreciate his deep con-
cern. I appreciate working with him to make
sure our economy continues to grow.

With us today as well is Congressman Cass
Ballinger. He’s another friend. He’s another
good one you sent up to the United States
Congress from the State of North Carolina.
And T'm real proud of Sue Myrick. She’s
done a great job. She’s a fine soul. She’s got
those North Carolina values etched in her
heart, and she represents you well in the
United States Congress. I want to wish Caro-
lyn Grant all the best, and hope for—the
folks in her district realize she is the best
candidate for the United States Congress.

I'm thankful for the mayor being here. Mr.
Mayor, thanks for your time. [Applause]
You've got a—a couple of your relatives
showed up, Mayor. [Laughter]

You've got a lot of great candidates run-
ning for your court, particularly the supreme
court. And I hope, as youre getting out to
work, you make sure you've got a bench that
is strong, a bench where people aren’t on
there to legislate but to interpret the con-
stitution of the State of North Carolina.

And speaking about benches, another rea-
son we need Elizabeth Dole in the Senate,
besides the fact that she’s going to do a great
job for North Carolina, is I've got to have
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United States Senators who will work with
me to make sure our Federal judiciary is
strong. The record—I'm picking good people
to be judges, good, solid, honorable people
to be the judges on the Federal judiciary,
people who will strictly interpret the Con-
stitution of the United States, not people who
will use the bench to write new legislation.

And the record of this United States Sen-
ate is a lousy record. They have politicized
the process. They have distorted the records
of many of our good candidates we put for-
ward. They're playing petty politics with the
candidates that I put up there. We’re not get-
ting a hearing fast enough. The percentage
of judges is the worst in modern history, per-
centage of judges approved, and that’s not
right.

Let me tell you about one, Terry Boyle
from North Carolina, I nominated for the
fourth circuit court. I nominated him a long
while ago. He can’t even get a hearing. For
the sake of a good, sound judiciary, we need
to change the United States Senate, and you
can start by electing Elizabeth Dole to the
Senate.

You got a good shot, if you go out and
vote and you work hard, to capture the legis-
lature. And that’s important. So I'm here not
only to tout the candidacies of some fine peo-
ple, but I'm here to thank you—thank you
for getting to—getting ready to get to work.
We're coming down the stretch. Candidates
can’t win without you. So do your duty. Con-
vince your neighbors to do their duty. And
by the way, make sure you not only talk to
Republicans but talk to some Democrats.
Some of these Democrats understand the
difference between good Government and
bad Government. They know the difference
between a good candidate and a bad can-
didate. They know the difference between
plain talk and somebody who is going to
cloud up the issues. And also find those who
don’t give a hoot about a political party and
turn them out to vote. It’s the right thing
for America to do that.

I appreciate so very much Elizabeth’s
focus on education. I share the same focus.
We share the same philosophy. It starts with
the belief that every child can learn. That’s
an important distinction. It’s important to
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have that ingrained in your heart. If you be-
lieve every child can learn, it means you're
going to insist upon high standards and high
expectations. It means you're willing to chal-
lenge what I call the soft bigotry of low ex-
pectations. If you lower the bar, if you be-
lieve certain children can’t learn, if you be-
lieve certain inner-city kids can’t possibly
learn, if you believe children whose parents
may not speak English as a first language
can’t learn, then you're willing to have low
standards and low expectations. And that’s
not right for America.

Secondly, Elizabeth and I not only believe
you ought to set high standards, we believe
in local control of schools. We believe that
you got to trust the local folks. Listen, the
people who care more about the children of
North Carolina are the people of North
Carolina, not people living in Washington,
DC.

We're spending Federal money on edu-
cation. As a matter of fact, North Carolina
will receive $1 billion of Federal monies. And
that’s good. And it'’s monies targeted to peo-
ple who need help. But for the first time,
we're starting to ask the question, are we get-
ting a return on our dollar spent?

See, for the first time the United States
Congress has said, “For money spent, we ex-
pect every child to learn because we believe
every child can learn. Therefore, you got to
show us whether or not the children can read
and write and add and subtract.” And if
not—first of all, if so, we’ll heap praise where
it belongs, and that’s on your teachers and
your parents and your principals who are
working hard to make sure there’s a quality
education for every child. But if the account-
ability system shows that there are children
trapped in schools which will not teach and
will not change, you better make sure you've
got public representatives who are willing to
challenge the status quo. No child should be
left behind in America. I look forward to
working with Elizabeth on education mat-
ters, based upon the philosophy I just out-
lined.

I look forward to working with her to make
sure medicine works. Listen, medicine has
changed. Medicare hadn’t. Medicine is mod-
ern. Medicare is stuck. And yet it’s an incred-
ibly important program. It’s a promise which
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we have made to our seniors. It’s a promise
that we must keep for the sake of having a
stronger America and a better America. I
look forward to working with Elizabeth Dole
to make sure that Medicare is modern, just
like medicine, and the seniors have got a pre-
scription drug plan.

We share the same view that if somebody
is looking for work in America and can’t find
a job, that we need to do everything we can
to increase jobs in America, that we ought
to be thinking about pro-growth policies;
pro-growth so people can find work, not pro-
growth so the Federal Government expands;
pro-growth so that the person here in North
Carolina who’s looking for work is able to
put food on the table. That’s what we want.
And one way to do that is to let people keep
more of their own money.

We read from the same textbook. It says,
if a person has more money in their pocket,
he or she is more likely to demand a good
or a service. And when somebody demands
a good or a service in our society, in the mar-
ketplace, somebody is more likely to produce
the good or a service. And when somebody
produces that good or a service, somebody
in North Carolina, or elsewhere in America,
is more likely to find work.

The best way to invigorate a sluggish econ-
omy, the best way to make sure that people
are able to find work, is to let people keep
more of their own money. The tax cuts that
Elizabeth Dole supports will provide the
people of North Carolina, over the next 10
years, $28 billion in income tax and death
tax relief, $4.5 billion in child credit relief,
$1.8 billion in marriage penalty relief, billions
of dollars over the next 10 years to be in
your pocket so you can decide what to do
with it, so you can help invigorate the econ-
omy by just doing what you normally do,
which is, demand a good or a service.

But the issue is alive and well because
there are some in Washington that do not
want to make the tax relief plan we put in
place permanent. See, it’s temporary. I need
a United States Senator to join me—with me
to make sure that tax relief is permanent.
How can you plan if tax relief is temporary?
How can you run your small business if
you're not sure what the tax rules are going
to be? It doesn’t make any sense to say, “On
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the one hand, we giveth. On the other hand,
we taketh away.” We need a United States
Senate that will make the tax relief perma-
nent.

I know it makes some of them nervous up
there to hear us talking about that. But
they've got to understand that small business
is the engine of economic vitality for Amer-
ica. Seventy percent of new jobs are created
by small businesses. We want the entrepre-
neurial spirit to flourish. We want small busi-
nesses to be able to grow to be big busi-
nesses. And one way you do so is, you let
them keep more money in their pocket.
That’s how you encourage small-business
growth. And by cutting the individual tax
rates, which most small businesses pay be-
cause theyre sole proprietorships or limited
partnerships, we are invigorating the small-
business sector of America.

I believe this economy is going to be fine,
because interest rates are low, inflation is
low, and productivity is high. It’s also going
to be fine because the entrepreneurial spirit
is strong in America. That dream is a big
dream for people. Today we've got with us
David and Helen-Marie Berthold. They
started their own business. It’s called Ehren-
Haus Industries. It’s a plastics and wire com-
pany. They had a dream. They wanted to own
their own business. They wanted to make
employment opportunities available in North
Carolina. They worked hard to build up their
own business, and they’re pretty darn good
about it, by the way. David and Marie won
the 2001 Entrepreneurial Award from the
Charlotte Chamber of Commerce. Marie is
the National Association of Women Business
Owners Woman of the Year. They know what
they're doing.

But let me tell you what they’re worried
about. They're worried about overregulation.
They see reams of regulations coming out
of these bureaucracies at the Federal and
State level. I look forward to working with
Elizabeth Dole to make it easier for small
businesses to prosper, not harder for small
businesses to prosper, by reducing unneces-
sary regulations.

Let me tell you what else they're worried
about—and so am I. They're worried that
they're not going to be able to leave their
business to their family. If you're a farmer
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or you're a rancher or you're a small-business
owner, the death tax is an incredibly punitive
tax. See, people work all their life to build
up their small business, like David and
Helen-Marie have done. You've got farmers
here in North Carolina, worked all their life
to build up their farms and then want to leave
it to their child. But the death tax oftentimes
prevents people from doing that. It means
a person’s assets are taxed twice. It means
the Federal Government gets in between the
owner of the asset and the person they want
to leave it to. You need to have a United
States Senator who speaks plainly on how
bad the death tax is to America and make
sure that the death tax is repealed forever.

Let me talk about one other issue right
quick, about domestic policy. And I worry
about the cost of health care, and I'm worried
about the accessibility of health care. And
one reason the cost of health care is up and
one reason there’s fewer doctors practicing
medicine is because there’s too many junk
and frivolous lawsuits hurting our docs. We
want people to have access to the courts, but
you can’t have access to the courts when
you've got frivolous lawsuits filed all over the
place. And you've got docs being run out of
business.

I was in Mississippi the other day, and I
was talking to a young doctor who had moved
down to the Delta. He followed his heart.
He and his wife moved to the Delta from
up north because they wanted to help people
who couldn’t help themselves with medicine.
The lawsuits, the trial lawyers have made it
so hard for this guy to practice compassionate
medicine, he said, “T've had it. I'm moving
back home.”

Listen, we can have a health care system
that’s responsive. We need a legal system that
takes care of people who are injured. But
we need a law at the Federal level, a medical
liability reform law that prevents the plain-
tiff’'s attorneys of America from driving up
health care costs and driving good people out
of medicine.

No, there’s a lot of work we’re going to
do together to make sure that America is a
stronger place, make sure the economy goes
forward, make sure people get educated.
We've also got to make sure America is a
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secure place, safer place. It’s the biggest chal-
lenge we have right now in America, is to
protect the homeland.

You've just got to know that there’s an
enemy out there lurking around which hates
America. They just do. And they hate us be-
cause of what we love. We love freedom, is
what we love. We love to be able to worship
an Almighty any way we see fit in America.
We value our elections, although the can-
didates may be getting a little tired of it. We
value open discourse. We value a free press.
We value freedom. And so long as we love
freedom, there’s going to be an enemy out
there which hates what we love. You've just
got to understand that.

We're in a new era. Oceans no longer pro-
tect us. After September 11th, 2001, we
learned a harsh lesson here in America that
reality has changed. It used to be, when we
were coming up or when we were younger,
that two oceans could protect us. And there
would be a conflict overseas, and the United
States had the luxury of picking and choosing
whether or not we wanted to participate in
the conflict. We had that luxury, but it’s
changed. And America must understand it
has changed. No longer can we assume
oceans will protect us—as a matter of fact,
quite the contrary. We must assume that the
enemy is coming, and we’ve got to do every-
thing we can to protect the homeland.

That’s why I started talking about the issue
of Iraq. In the new reality, we must view
all threats—we must take all threats seri-
ously. We must have a cold, hard look at
every threat facing America. And the man
over there in Iraq is a threat. After all, he
has gassed his own people. He hates what
we stand for. He hates what America believes
in. He has not only gassed his own people;
he used weapons of mass destruction on his
own people. He’s used weapons of mass de-
struction on countries in his neighborhood.
He has told the world he won’t have weapons
of mass destruction; for 11 years he’s lied.
Time and time and time again, he has lied.
Time and time and time again, the United
Nations has passed resolutions telling him,
“Disarm.” He’s totally ignored the resolu-
tions.

So here is our strategy. Our strategy is to
make it clear to the United Nations, we want
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you to be effective. We don’t want you to
be the League of Nations. We want you to
be an effective United Nations. It’s your
choice to make. We're sending a clear mes-
sage to Mr. Saddam Hussein, we believe in
peace in America. We want the world to be
peaceful, not only for ourselves but for peo-
ple in your neighborhood. And so you must
disarm. You said you would disarm, and you
must disarm. It’s your choice to make.

We have made the call to the international
community and to Mr. Saddam Hussein,
himself, to disarm. But my friends, if the
United Nations won't act, if theyre feeble
in their responsibility, and if Saddam Hussein
won’t disarm, the United States will lead a
coalition in the name of peace to disarm Sad-
dam Hussein.

That’s our responsibility. That's my re-
sponsibility to see as clearly as I can see, to
anticipate true threats to our homeland and
deal with them—deal with them in a way that
enables me to tell you that I'm doing every-
thing I can—or we’re doing everything we
can to protect the people. That's our most
important responsibility.

There is a lot of good people working hard
on your behalf, people at the Federal level,
people at the State level, people at the local
level, a lot of people. See, we're on alert.
We understand the realities. We remember,
and we’re not forgetting what took place. We
saw what happened in Indonesia. We under-
stand the people we're dealing with. There’s
no therapy, by the way, that can heal these
people. These are coldblooded killers. That’s
all they are.

And so, therefore, we got to do everything
we can here at home to button up the home-
land. That’s why I asked the Congress to join
me in setting up a Department of Homeland
Security, a Department that’'s—whose job it
is to make sure that number one priority of
agencies involved with the homeland security
is just that—is your protection. We need peo-
ple under one agency, I felt, because in order
to make sure that that becomes the number
one priority, that some cultures within agen-
cies need to change. And we could effect a
cultural change better if there was one agen-
cy involved with your protection.

We're making some progress. The House
voted a good bill, and the Senate is stuck.
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The Senate hasn’t gotten a homeland security
bill. They're arguing over things. As a matter
of fact they said, “We’ll get you one, Mr.
President, but you got to pay a price.” And
here’s the price they wanted me to pay: They
want to roll back an authority that every
President since John F. Kennedy has had,
which will allow me to suspend some work
rules for the sake of national security.

See, I need to have that capacity, like every
President since John Kennedy has had, to say
that it’s in our national interest that certain
work rules be suspended, not that we're
going to suspend collective bargaining rights,
not that people can’t accumulate the way
they see fit, but that certain rules which may
get in the way of our ability to protect Amer-
ica need to be suspended. I'll give you an
example.

We thought it was important for Customs
agents to wear radiological detection devices.
After all, if you're worried about weapons of
mass destruction coming into America, you
want your Customs people to have a device
that will help detect weapons of mass de-
struction. The union heads said, “Wait a
minute. You can’t make these people wear
that. That’s an issue over which we must have
collective bargaining.” See, because I had the
power to suspend the rules, after 4 months’
discussion, we got it done.

But the Senate is stuck. They're more in-
terested in some special interests up there,
and I'm not going to stand for it. It's not
right for America. I need to be able to put
the right people at the right place at the right
time to protect America, and Elizabeth Dole
will be a strong ally.

The best way to protect America, however,
is to hunt the killers down, one at a time,
and bring them to justice. And we’re making
progress. But it’s a different kind of war.
Used to, you could measure progress based
upon the number of tanks that no—were out
of commission or number of airplanes you
shot down.

These people we fight are people who hide
in caves or lurk around the dark corners of
parts of the world and send youngsters to
their suicidal death. See, that’s the new kind
of army we face. And they’re tough. They're
not as tough as we are, but theyre tough.
They hide. You got to understand when you
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explain this to your children—it’s important
you do and—or people who are questioning
why this is going on, you've got explain to
them that here in America we value life. Ev-
erybody counts. Everybody is a precious soul.
But they, the enemy, they don’t value life.
They've hijacked a great religion, and they
murder. Innocent life doesn’t matter to
them. It just doesn’t count. It doesn’t—it’s
just not on their radar screen.

And there’s a difference. And therefore,
we fight a determined enemy. But the only
way to deal with them is to keep our coalition
strong and to hunt them down. You know,
I laid out a doctrine—you just got to know
it still stands—it said, “Either you're with us,
either you love freedom and with nations
which embrace freedom, or youre with the
enemy. There’s no in-between.” And the
doctrine still stands.

Sometimes—sometimes you'll see the
progress on your TV screens, and sometimes
you’re not going to see the progress on your
TV screens. It’s a different kind of war. We're
cutting off their money when we can find
it. We're sharing intelligence, and we're haul-
ing them in.

The other day a guy popped his head up,
named bin al-Shibh. [Laughter] He’s not a
problem anymore. [Laughter] He was a sig-
nificant character because he wanted to be
the 20th hijacker. He was still out there plot-
ting.

Slowly but surely, this great country, with
our friends and allies, are hunting them down
and bringing them to justice. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes, by the way. Yesterday
I signed a defense appropriations bill, right
there in the Rose Garden. I said two things
about it. One, anytime we put our troops into
harm’s way, they deserve the best pay, the
best training, and the best possible equip-
ment.

And secondly, that was a message to friend
and foe alike, it doesn’t matter how long it
takes. The increase in defense spending, the
largest since Ronald Reagan, sends a clear
message: We're in this deal for the long haul.
See, we understand freedom. We understand
responsibility. I don’t know what the enemy
was thinking when they hit us. I can’t imag-
ine. They must have thought we were so self-
absorbed, so selfish, so materialistic that after
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2001—September 2001, oh, we might have
filed a lawsuit or two. They didn’t know. They
don’t understand America. They don’t under-
stand America like I understand America.
When it come to the defense of our freedom,
when it comes to our obligations and duty
for the future for our children, this country
will remain strong, and this country will re-
main tough.

For those of you who have got relatives
in the United States military, you tell them
their Commander in Chief has got all the
confidence in the world in those good troops.
I'm glad they’re on my side.

No, we got a lot of work to do, but I want
you to know—I firmly believe this—that if
we stay the course and do our duty, fulfill
our obligation, we can achieve peace. That’s
my dream. My dream is not only for a peace-
ful America but to bring peace in parts of
the world who have quit on peace.

I believe it’s possible that we can achieve
peace in the Middle East. I have a clear vi-
sion on how we can get there—going to have
to renounce terror. We have to remain true
to our principles. We have to remember that
freedom is God-given—it’s not United
States-given—that freedom is a universal
value, not an American value.

No, out of the evil done to America can
come some great good, starting with peace
in the world. And here at home, we can be
a better America. You just got to understand
there are pockets of despair in this country.
People hurt—places where people are ad-
dicted or lost. People wonder whether or not
the American experience, the so-called
American Dream, is meant for them. My atti-
tude is, so long as one of us hurts, all of us
hurt. But I believe we can eradicate those
pockets of despair and hopelessness. I be-
lieve that—mnot only by having a good edu-
cation system, good health care, making sure
that the welfare system is in place that en-
courages and helps people work. I believe
we can accomplish that. But we’ve got to un-
derstand the limitations of Government.

Government can hand out money, but it
can’t put hope in people’s hearts. It can’t put
a sense of purpose in people’s lives. The way
we can change America, one heart, one soul,
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one conscience at a time, is for each of us
to understand people hurt and put our arm
around them and tell them we love them.
If you want to change America, love your
neighbor just like you'd like to be loved your-
self.

No, our vision—Elizabeth’s vision and my
vision—understands the great power of all
faiths in our society. We understand a uni-
versal law of love. And we understand that
America can change, that there are forces
more powerful than addiction; there are
force more power than—powerful than
hopelessness; there are forces more powerful
than loneliness.

My call to our fellow Americans, if you
want to join the fight against evil, is do some
good. Mentor a child, just like your mayor
does. Mentor a child. You can save Charlotte,
North Carolina, one heart, one soul, one con-
science at a time. Be a Boy Scout leader or
a Girl Scout leader. Go to your Boy’s Clubs
or Girl’s Clubs. Feed the hungry. Find hous-
ing for those who need a home. There’s all
kinds of ways you can help.

One person can’t do everything. I recog-
nize that. But each of us can be that one
person doing something to make sure that
the enemy which hits us understands that
they hit the greatest, most powerful, and yet,
at the same time, most compassionate coun-
try on the face of the Earth.

No, they hit us; they didn’t know who they
were hitting. Out of the evil done to this great
country is going to come a more peaceful
world. And out of the evil done to this great
country is going to come a more hopeful day.

I want to thank you for your interest in
our political process. I urge you to get out
the vote. In the meantime, may God bless
you all, and God bless America.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the
Charlotte Coliseum. In his remarks, he referred
to senatorial candidate Elizabeth Dole and her
husband, former Senator Bob Dole; President
Jiang Zemin of China; Carolyn Grant, candidate
for North Carolina’s 13th Congressional District;
Mayor Patrick McCrory of Charlotte, NC; and
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.
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Remarks in Columbia, South
Carolina
October 24, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
Well, thanks for coming out today.

Audience member. I love Bush!

The President. And I love South Carolina.
[Laughter]

We've got a lot of friends here. I want to
thank you all for coming today. I want to
talk about a couple of things. I want to talk
about some of the challenges facing our
country. We've got some steep hills to climb,
but there’s no doubt in my mind we can
climb them. After all, we’re the finest nation
on the face of the Earth.

I want to talk a little politics with you. You
see, there’s no question in my mind that if
you're interested in the State of the South
Carolina, and if you're interested in the fu-
ture of this State, you need to have Mark
Sanford as the next Governor. And there’s
also no question in my mind, one, that you've
been really well represented by the great
Strom Thurmond.

I'm really proud to be able to serve with
the Senator. As a matter of fact, he came
by the other day. We were talking about an
important issue, and he reminded me that
early December is his 100th birthday.
[Laughter] 1 couldn’t tell if he was hinting
or not, so I took the bait and invited him
over to the White House for his 100th birth-
day party. [Laughter] So he’s coming.

So you've got to make sure you replace
this good man with somebody who can do
the job, somebody who will do what’s right
for South Carolina, and somebody who will
make the strong stands for America. No
question in my mind, the right man to take
the place of Strom Thurmond is soon-to-be
United States Senator Lindsey Graham.

I appreciate Jenny Sanford being here,
your next first lady. She brought those four
Sanford boys with her. [Laughter] Speaking
about first ladies, you drew the short straw.
See, if Graham and Sanford were smart,
they’d have asked First Lady Laura Bush to
come instead of me. But I—he said he did.
[Laughter] The reason she couldn’t come,
well, it rained in Crawford. [Laughter] And
that’s where she is, and she’s sweeping the
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porch because the President of China is com-
ing tomorrow. [Laughter]

But she sends her love. You know, when
I asked Laura to marry me, she was a public
school librarian. That always gets one cheer.
[Laughter] But you know what I'm talking
about; that’s a job that requires a good heart
and deep care about our children. Anyway,
when I asked her to marry me, she was that,
and she didn’t particularly like politics
[laughter]—and she didn’t like politicians.
[Laughter] And now here she is, as a fabu-
lous First Lady for America.

I appreciate so very much Members of the
United States Congress who joined us here.
That would be Congressman Henry Brown
and Congressman Joe Wilson. Some of the
statehouse folks are here, and they’re doing
a fine job on behalf of the South Carolinians.
That would be Bob Peeler, David Wilkins,
and Charlie Condon and Jim Miles. I'm hon-
ored that theyre here. You've got a great
slate of candidates running with—running
with Mark.

Let me tell you why I'm here. I want you
all to understand, it’s important to do your
duties as Americans. It's important that you
vote. It’s important that you find good can-
didates. I've obviously got a few suggestions
for you here. [Laughter] It's important that
you go to your coffee shops and houses of
worship and your community centers and re-
mind your fellow South Carolinians they
have a duty; they've got a duty to this country;
they've got a duty to democracy to partici-
pate. It doesn’t matter whether they're Re-
publican, Democrat, could care less about
parties. They have a duty, and so you need
to go out there and round up the vote.

I want to thank you for what you have done
in the political process. But as importantly
now, I want to thank you for what you're
going to do, which is to turn out that vote
and make sure this good slate of candidates
win on November the 5th.

And there’s a reason—there’s a reason
here in South Carolina. You need a Governor
who’s willing to change the tone of this State.
You know, there’s just too much partisan
bickering that goes on in the statehouse. You
need somebody who is going to rise above
it all, somebody who doesn’t need a poll or
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a focus group to tell him how to think, some-
body who stands on principle, somebody
that’s going to be the Governor of everybody
when he wins. And that person is Mark San-
ford.

I appreciate his commitment to education.
When I was the Governor of Texas, I used
to tell them that education is to a State what
national defense is to the Federal Govern-
ment. It’s by far the most important priority
of any Governor. That is, educating every
child. Mark and I share a philosophy. It’s a
philosophy that’s going to be good for South
Carolina when he wins. It’s a philosophy that
starts with this concept: Every child can
learn. You see—and I mean every child, not
just those who live in nice suburban dis-
tricts—every child. If you believe that, it’s
historic for educational excellence for every
single child. We've got to have you, a Gov-
ernor who’s willing to challenge the soft big-
otry of low expectations. If you lower the bar,
if you believe certain children can’t learn,
that’s what’s going to happen. And so you've
got to start with a Governor who’s optimistic
and bold in his vision about every child being
able to learn. That’'s how Mark thinks. But
you've also got to have a Governor who’s will-
ing to challenge the bureaucracy and trust
the local people to chart the path to excel-
lence for every child.

We believe in local control of schools. This
year, we're going to be sending $600 million
of Federal money to help South Carolina run
its schools. But for the first time, thanks to
the work of Lindsey Graham in the United
States Congress and the other Congressmen
here, Henry and Joe, were starting to ask
this question: What are the results? See, if
you believe every child can learn, then you
want to know whether every child is learning.
If you believe every child can learn to read,
then it seems to make sense to ask the ques-
tion, is it happening? Are the schools in
South Carolina meeting the objective to
teach every single child, not just a few—
every child how to read? So you're asking
the question for the first time.

You've got to have a Governor who’s will-
ing to hold people to account, who’s willing
not to be captured by special interest. The
only interest Mark cares about are the chil-
dren. That’s his special interest. You've got
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to be willing to have high standards, local
control of schools, and you've got to know
whether or not children are learning to read
and write and add and subtract. And then
once you know, you must have a Governor
who’s willing to praise those hardworking
teachers for being successful. And for those
of you who teach, thanks for what you're
doing.

But if you believe every child can learn
and you find children trapped in schools
which will not teach and will not change, for
the good of South Carolina, you better have
a Governor who’s willing to challenge the sta-
tus quo, and that Governor is going to be
Mark Sanford.

And T look forward to working with Mark
when we continue to work on welfare reform.
Welfare reform is an important issue, be-
cause if a person gets trapped in the Govern-
ment’s cycle, they won't be able to realize
their human worth. People can find dignity
through work. So one of the things I'm going
to do when I'm the President, if they reau-
thorize welfare, is to work with Mark Sanford
to make sure that there’s training programs
available, so a man or a woman can find work,
can be able to see the dignity of work. He
understands that. He understands that, if
youre trapped in Government, it will sap
your soul and drain your spirit.

Everybody counts in the State of South
Carolina. And so when we work on important
issues that deal with the human condition,
we've got to work in a way that understands
human dignity is found by empowering each
and every person. Mark Sanford understands
that clearly.

No, he’s going to make you a good Gov-
ernor. I urge you to—as they’re coming down
the pike, to support this good candidate and
his family with your vote, with your energy,
with your enthusiasm, and sure enough, on
election day, you will have Mark Sanford as
your Governor.

And I'm looking forward to working with
Lindsey Graham. And I don’t need a Senator
from South Carolina where I've got to worry
about where he lights on any issue. [Laugh-
ter] You don’t need a Senator from your State
that kind of is for one thing one day and
the heat gets on and changes his position the
next day. That’s not going to serve your State
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well. It’s certainly going to make it harder
to get an agenda through that will make
America safer, stronger, and better. And after
all, that’s what we need to do, to work to-
gether to make America a safer country and
a stronger country and a better country.

When it comes to making America a
stronger country, that starts with making sure
our economy continues to expand. My atti-
tude is, any time somebody who wants to
work and can’t find a job—says we've got a
problem. My attitude is, is that we want to
help people put food on the table. If people
are struggling to get ahead, we've got to do
everything we can in Washington, DC, to ex-
pand the job base.

And it starts with understanding how our
economy works. The page of the textbook
that we have read says this: If you let a person
keep more of their own money, they're likely
to demand a good or a service. And in the
marketplace, when somebody demands a
good or a service, somebody is going to
produce the good or a service. And when
somebody produces the good or a service,
somebody is more likely to find work. The
tax relief plan that Lindsey Graham sup-
ported came at the right time in American
economic history.

Over the next 10 years, that tax relief plan
will put about $14.9 billion in the pockets
of South Carolinian citizens. That’s your
money to begin with, by the way. Listen care-
fully to the rhetoric of these candidates when
they start saying, “Oh, we're going to spend
the Government’s money.” They seem to for-
get whose money they're spending in Wash-
ington, DC. You listen carefully to the rhet-
oric of the candidates. You want you a can-
didate who understands whose money we've
got in Washington, DC. And when you have
more of your own money, not the Govern-
ment’s money but your money, in your pock-
et, it means it's more likely somebody is
South Carolina is going to find work.

But we’ve got a problem. See, the Senate,
on the one hand, giveth, and on the other
hand, taketh away. And the tax reliel we
plan—passed is not permanent. It’s tem-
porary, which means some in Washington,
DC, want that $15 billion, more or less, of
tax relief, of your money, to go to the Gov-
ernment coffers. And that would be bad for
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the economy. And that would be bad for
South Carolina.

The death tax is bad. The marriage penalty
is bad. The child credit is good. Reducing
income tax rates helps small business. For
the sake of economic vitality, you need to
have a United States Senator who will make
the tax cuts permanent, and that’s Lindsey
Graham.

He also understands the quality of life for
our seniors is important. Medicine has
changed. Medicare hadn’t. Medicine is mod-
ern, and Medicare is stuck. For the sake of
our seniors, elect a Senator who will work
with me to make sure Medicare is modern
and our seniors have got a prescription drug
plan.

A stronger America is an America who’s
got a good Federal bench. One of my jobs
is to nominate good, solid citizens, good law-
yers, good jurists to our benches. It’s a sol-
emn obligation of the President. Yet, the way
this Senate is structured, they have done a
lousy job. The percentage of our judges
which have been approved is the lowest in
a long time. And when my judges have made
it to the floor, they have been—their records
have been distorted because of petty politics,
special interest politics in Washington, DC.

I named a good man named Dennis Shedd
to represent the fourth circuit court. He’s a
good jurist. For 17 months, he’s still waiting
for a vote. The two Senators from South
Carolina supported him. Both Republican
and Democrat Senators supported him. For
17 months, he’s been able to get—unable to
get his hearing in the Senate, and we've got
a vacancy problem. We've got a vacancy
problem because the Senate is playing too
much politics. We've got a vacancy problem
because they don’t like it that I'm nominating
good people who are going to strictly inter-
pret the Constitution and not use the bench
from which to legislate. We've got a vacancy
problem on the Federal court, and one way
to solve that is to put Lindsey Graham into
the United States Senate.

We've got problems with our economy. It’s
not growing as robust. And I can promise
you I'm going to work with Senator Graham
to do everything to make sure people find
work and work with Senator Graham to make
sure the people have got a good health care
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system, work with Senator Graham to make
sure the judiciary is strong. And I intend to
work with Senator Graham on the most
pressing problem facing us, and that’s our
security of our homeland.

You've just got to understand there’s an
enemy out there that hates America because
of what we love. We love freedom. We love
the fact that people can worship freely in
America. We love our free press. We love
every aspect of our freedom, and we’re not
changing. We’re not backing down, and the
enemy can't stand that.

The more we love, the more they hate.
So our most important job is to protect the
American people from further harm, from
further attack. And they're out there. People
in Australia, many of them grieve now be-
cause theyre just not—coldblooded killers
hit them in Bali. You may remember that.
That’s all part of this campaign to terrorize
the free world, to try to get us to retreat,
forget what we’re made out of. They don’t
understand America. They just don’t under-
stand us.

They must have thought after September
the 11th, 2001, we’d file a lawsuit or two.
[Laughter] That's not us. See, when it comes
to the defense of our freedom, when it comes
to the defense of our people, when it comes
to protecting innocent life, we value innocent
life. Every life matters in America. To these
killers, no life matters.

When it comes to protecting this country,
we’'ll be plenty tough. When it comes to pro-
tecting this country, we’ve also got to be real-
istic about the new world we’re in. Prior to
September the 11th, 2001, we used to think
two oceans could protect us from harm. I
remember thinking about conflicts and real-
izing our country could pick and choose
whether or not we wanted to participate in
the conflict but never really worried about
whether or not the conflict would hurt us
here at home. For a long time, our country
felt like oceans could keep us immune from
personal attack, and people wouldn’t suffer
here at home. We learned a horrible lesson,
that in the new wars of the 21st century,
were the battleground—we’re one of the
battlegrounds.

And that’s why I've asked our country to
think seriously about Saddam Hussein in
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Iraq. Saddam Hussein is a man who said he
wouldn’t have weapons of mass destruction.
He made that promise to the world. He’s
hiding; he’s deceiving; he’s lying about
whether he has them or not. Not only does
he have them, he used them. He used them
against people in his neighborhood. He used
them against his own people. This is a man
who has lied about whether or not he pos-
sesses weapons of mass destruction, a man
who uses them, a man who hates America,
a man who hates our friends. He’s a threat
to peace.

The United Nations decided they were
going to deal with Saddam a while ago. Six-
teen resolutions have been passed in the
United Nations, resolution after resolution
after resolution, calling him to account. And
he’s ignored them. So I made a decision on
behalf of our country that I would go to that
body and, for the sake of peace, remind them
they have an obligation to honor those reso-
lutions, to do something about them. I made
the case that you have a choice, United Na-
tions, to keep the peace by showing some
backbone. You can be the United Nations
or the League of Nations. It's your choice.

And my message to Saddam Hussein is
clear as well: You've said you would disarm.
For the sake of peace, you said you would
get rid of the weapons of mass destruction.
It’s your choice to make. And so we’re work-
ing with the international community, re-
minding Saddam Hussein of his obligations.
But I want you all to know, for the sake of
peace, for the sake of the security of the
United States and our friends and allies, if
the United Nations won’t deal with him, if
he refuses to hear the call for peace, the
United States will lead a coalition to disarm
Saddam Hussein.

As we're clear-eyed about the threats we
face overseas, we must be clear-eyed about
the threats at home as well. There’s a lot of
good people working hard to protect you.
We're now on alert. We understand the new
reality. There’s people at the Federal level
and the State level and the local level work-
ing a lot of long hours to chase down any
lead, any hint. Anytime we think somebody
is thinking about doing something to Amer-
ica, we're responding; we're disrupting; we’re
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denying; we’re making sure we fulfill our sol-
emn obligations to protect you.

But there’s more we can do. And so that’s
why I went to the United States Congress
and asked them to pass a Department of
Homeland Security. You see, there’s over
100 agencies involved with securing our
homeland. They’re kind of scattered around
up there in Washington. It seemed to make
sense to me to put them under one umbrella
organization, so that the priority can be set
and, if need be, cultures can be changed, so
we can get people focused on doing the most
important job they've got. And we’re making
progress.

Part of the progress was made because the
House of Representatives—Lindsey Graham
was strong on this, and Joe and Henry voted
with us—was to create a Department of
Homeland Security that would give an ad-
ministration the capacity to manage the De-
partment, to be able to protect you. It’s stuck
in the Senate. It’s stuck in the Senate because
the Senate wants to extract a price from the
administration. Every President since John
Kennedy has had the ability to act in a na-
tional security interest. He had the ability to
suspend work rules if they got in the way
of protecting the homeland or got in the way
of national security, but the Senate wants to
take that away. Here we are at war, and all
of a sudden they decide I shouldn’t have the
same authority as every President since John
F. Kennedy. I'd have that authority for the
Department of Agriculture—(laughter]—but
not for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Secondly, I need to be able to put the right
people at the right place at the right time.
We've got a border control issue. We need
to know who’s coming into our country. We
need to know who’s coming in and who’s
going out. We don’t know what they’re bring-
ing in. Yet, on the border we've got good,
hardworking people, fine people, working in
three different agencies, Border Patrol, INS,
and Customs. Some sectors of the border
they've got different strategies; they wear dif-
ferent uniforms. But yet, the work rules pre-
vent us from coordinating them. For the sake
of the national security, I need a Senator who
will join me in making sure that we can struc-
ture the agency so it works.
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But the best way to secure the homeland
is to chase these killers down, one person
at a time, and bring them to justice. And
that's what we're going to do. That's what
we're—yesterday 1 signed a defense bill,
right there in the Rose Garden. It’s the larg-
est increase in defense spending since Ron-
ald Reagan was the President. The reason
why was because any time we put our troops
into harm’s way, we owe it to our troops and
we owe it to the loved ones of the troops
to make sure they've got the best training,
the best possible pay, and the best equip-
ment. And our troops are good. They're real-
ly good.

And the other message was, to our friend
and foe, it doesn’t matter how long it takes.
It doesn’t matter how long it takes to win
this war on terror. There’s no calendar on
my desk, right there in the great Oval Office.
There’s not a calendar that says, you know,
by such and such a date, we’re hauling them
home; by such and such a date, we’re going
to forget our obligations to our future; by
such and such a date that we say, fine, let
them sit out there. That’s not the way Amer-
ica thinks.

It doesn’t matter how much it costs. It
doesn’t matter how long it takes. This great
country will defend our freedoms and defend
our people. And we’re making some pretty
good progress. Remember the doctrine that
said, “Either you're with us or you're with
them.” It still stands. And so we've got a lot
of people working together to haul them in.

See, this isn’t the kind of war that some
of the old vets here are used to: You destroy
a bunch of tanks, and you make progress.
That’s not the kind of war this is. See, we
fight these killers who hide in caves and send
youngsters to their suicidal deaths. It’s a new
kind of army. That's why we’ve got to do a
better job of cutting off their money, of shar-
ing intelligence, of finding where they hide,
of finding these kind of—putting the sunlight
on these dark comers of the world where
they kind of slither around. That’s what we
got to do.

But we're making progress. And some-
times you'll see it, and sometimes you're just
not going to see it. The other day one of
them popped his head up, bin al-Shibh. He’s
no longer a problem. [Laughter] Slowly but
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surely, we're doing our duty to our country.
Slowly but surely, we're hunting these killers
down, one at a time.

And that’s what we've got to do. But you
know how I feel about this, that by being
tough and strong and clear, by remembering
that freedom is not American-blessed, it is
God-given, it’s universal, remembering that
freedom is a part of what we think about—
we remember those values that make us a
great nation, we will keep the peace—that
the mission of this administration is to make
the world more peaceful, that the reason we
do what we do is because we believe in free-
dom and we believe in peace.

And it’s going to happen. See, the enemy
hit us. They didn’t know who they were hit-
ting. They hit the greatest nation on the face
of the Earth. They gave us a chance, a chance
we will seize, to not only protect America
and keep America peaceful, but because we
value all life, everybody counts, that we want
there to be peace in parts of the world where
people have quit on peace.

We have a chance to achieve the peace
in the Middle East. We have a chance to
achieve the peace in South Asia. By being
strong and determined, and resolute in our
mission, we can make the peace.

And here at home, we can make America
a better place, too. See, out of the evil done
to America can come some incredible
good—incredible good. You just got to
know—and I know you know—that there are
pockets of despair and loneliness in our
country. There are people who are hurt, peo-
ple who are addicted, people who wonder
when you say, “American Dream,” they don’t
understand what that means.

My attitude is, so long as one of us hurts,
we all hurt. It’s an opportunity, though, how-
ever, for us to deal with these pockets of de-
spair. Government can help. We will. We'll
worry about education. We'll worry about
making sure the welfare system works. We
have a Faith-Based Initiative to encourage
people of faith to love their neighbor. But
Government is limited in its capacity. It can
hand out money, but it cannot put hope in
people’s hearts or a sense of purpose in peo-
ple’s lives.

That is done when a fellow American has
heard the universal call to love a neighbor
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just like you'd like to be loved yourself; find
somebody who hurts, puts their arm around
him, and says, “I love you. What can I do
to help make your day?”

Each of us—each of us can help change
America, one heart, one conscience, one soul
at a time. Each of us can make a difference
in making sure that the enemy hit us, but
out of that evil and harm and hurt and tears
can come a more compassionate and decent
society. There’s no question in my mind, no
question in my mind, that this great country
will lead the world to peace. And there’s no
question in my mind that this great country,
the hope of this great country, the great
promise of America can have—can shine in
every neighborhood and every home.

And do you know why? Because we're the
greatest nation, full of the finest people on
the face of this Earth. Thank you for coming.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
America. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m. at the
Jimmy Doolittle Flight Facility Hangar. In his re-
marks, he referred to gubernatorial candidate
Mark Sanford, and his wife, Jenny Sanford, and
their children Marshall, Landon, Bolton, and
Blake; senatorial candidate Lindsey Graham;
President Jiang Zemin of China; South Carolina
Lieutenant Governor Bob Peeler; South Carolina
Speaker of the House David Wilkins; South Caro-
lina Attorney General Charlie Condon; South
Carolina Secretary of State Jim Miles; President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.

Remarks in Auburn, Alabama
October 24, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
You all go ahead and be seated. Thanks for
coming,

I have the honor of being the second
United States President to ever visit Auburn
University. The first was Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. I don’t know how he started his
speech, but here’s how I'm going to start
mine: War Eagle!

Audience member. War Eagle, hey!
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The President. 1 want to thank all you
War Eagles for being here. I particularly
want to thank your president, President
Walker. You did a fine thing when you picked
a native Texan to run Auburn. [Laughter]
And he’s doing a fine job.

And T also want to thank so very much
Steven Renfroe, who's running the baseball
program here. We'll leave behind some of
my entourage to make sure the infield is
smooth after we leave. [Laughter]

I particularly thank you all for coming. It’s
a huge honor to be here. It’s a great pleasure
to be able to come and talk about some of
the challenges which face our Nation, talk
about why I'm so optimistic that we can face
any challenge before us, to talk about your
duty as citizens. You see, we’re almost upon
an election, and you have a responsibility as
American citizens to exercise your right, to
exercise your freedom to go to the polls.

I think you have a duty to go to your coffee
shops and your community centers and your
houses of worship and ask others to go to
the polls. It doesn’t matter whether they're
Republican or Democrat or don’t give a hoot
about politics. You ought to remind them of
their duty.

And I suggest when you go, if you're inter-
ested in your State and you're interested in
your country, that you remind them to vote
for Bob Riley as your next Governor. And
as you're rounding up those votes, as you
show your interest and concern for our coun-
try and our country’s future, make sure you
send to the United States Congress a man
I can work with, and that man is Mr. Mike
Rogers.

There’s a lot of reasons you ought to be
for these two, but a real good reason is, they
both married well. [Laughter] Like me, they
married above themselves. I'm honored to
be with Beth Rogers and the next first lady
of Alabama, Patsy Riley.

Speaking about First Ladies, Laura sends
her very best. She campaigned for Riley the
other day in Mobile. I told him he drew the
short straw here.

I just spoke to her. We’re—it’s raining in
Crawford, Texas, and that’s where she is.
She’s on our place in Crawford. And tomor-
row we are hosting the President of China,
so she’s sweeping the porch. [Laughter] But
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she sends her best. You know, when I asked
Laura to marry me, she was a public school
librarian. [Applause] There’s always one in
every crowd. [Laughter] And that one in
every crowd, like Laura, has got to have a
good heart, cares deeply about the school
children. And by the way, for those of you
who are going to Auburn and thinking about
becoming school children—a school teach-
er—[laughter]—or a public school librarian,
I want to thank you for that. It’s a really im-
portant profession, it’s a noble cause.

You know, when I asked her to marry me,
she wasn’t interested in politics and didn’t
like politicians. [Laughter] Now she’s the
First Lady of the United States, and she is
doing a fabulous job on behalf of America.
I'm really proud of her. People now know
why T asked her to marry me. A lot of them
are wondering why she said yes. [Laughter]
But she sends her best.

I'm also honored to be here with a fabu-
lous United States Senator named Jeff Ses-
sions. I like working with Jeff. We work well
together. We need more Senators like him.
One of my most important responsibilities is
to name good judges, is to find good people
to serve the Federal bench. I can count on
his support. The problem is, I can’t count
on a lot of Senators’ support. They've been
playing politics with my judges. I put good,
honorable, honest people on there whose job
isn’t to try to rewrite law, but to strictly inter-
pret the United States Constitution. They've
got a lousy record in the United States Sen-
ate. No, they don’t like those kind of judges
up there, so they play politics with them,
petty politics. For the sake of a sound judici-
ary, we need to change the leadership in the
United States Senate.

I appreciate Congressman Terry Everett;
I appreciate Spence Bachus and Sonny Cal-
lahan, three fine Members of the United
States Congress. And I'm glad they are here
today. And I'm also glad to be up here with
Jo Bonner, who’s going to take Sonny Cal-
lahan’s place, and he’ll do just as good a job
in the United States Congress as Sonny did.
But you've got some good ones. You've got
some good ones from Alabama up in Wash-
ington, and I'm proud to work with them,
and I'm proud to call them friends.
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You've also got a fine slate of people run-
ning for office here, good, honest, honorable
Americans. I hope you get out and support
them. It’s important.

You know, when it comes to talking about
the Governor, I know something about being
a Governor. I was one. And it seems like to
me that, particularly when you look around
the statehouses, you want you a Governor
who’s going to elevate the discourse, who
won’'t play the same old, tired politics of
name calling and slashing and burning.
You've got to have a Governor who’s willing
to commit himself to change the tone in the
statehouse, to bring people together to get
something done on behalf of the citizens.
You've got to have you a Governor who will
be honorable and honest and full of integrity,
and that next Governor is Mr. Bob Riley.

He’s got his priorities straight. Education
is to a State what national defense is to the
Federal Government. Therefore, you better
elect yourself a Governor who makes edu-
cation the number one priority. And that
Governor has got to have the right attitude
about public education.

See, you've got to have a Governor like
Bob Riley, who is willing to challenge the
soft bigotry of low expectations, somebody
who believes every child can learn, somebody
who’s willing to set high standards, somebody
who refuses to leave any child behind. No,
you've got to have you a Governor who sets
high standards but also understands that local
control of schools is how you achieve excel-
lence for every child in the State of Alabama.

The Federal Government is going to send
$700 million of your tax money out of Wash-
ington, DC, to help the schools here. And
in return for that money, we're beginning to
ask the fundamental question as to whether
or not our children are learning, whether or
not they're learning to read and write, add
and subtract. See, that’s a fundamental ques-
tion that Riley is going to ask as Governor.
You've got to ask that question.

If you believe every child can learn, then
it makes sense to want to know whether every
child is learning. And when they are, we'll
praise the teachers. But when we find chil-
dren trapped in schools that will not teach
and will not change, you better have you a
Governor who’s willing to challenge the sta-
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tus quo. No child should be left behind in
the State of Alabama.

I appreciate the fact that Bob Riley is an
entrepreneur. He started his own business.
If you're worried about jobs in the State of
Alabama, it seems like you better have some-
body who knows what it’s like to create a
job, somebody who’s actually met a payroll,
somebody who can empathize with the small-
business owners of the State of Alabama. And
that person is Mr. Bob Riley, your next Gov-
ernor.

And finally, I look forward to working with
Bob when he’s your Governor on one of the
most important initiatives I'm trying to push
in Washington, DC, and it’s a Faith-Based
Initiative. It’s an initiative that understands
that Government can hand out money. Gov-
ernment can’t solve a lot of the harms and
hurts in our society. If you’re really interested
in saving people’s lives, if you're interested
in a society which is compassionate, decent,
we must empower the houses of worship, the
places of faith, to step in where Government
has failed and to provide love and compas-
sion.

I'm not talking about one religion; I'm talk-
ing about all religions. All religions have
heard the universal call to love a neighbor
just like you'd like to be loved yourself. Bob
Riley and I look forward to unleashing the
great strength of the country, and that’s the
compassionate hearts of our fellow citizens
to solve some of the needs and hurts in our
society.

I'm also here to make it clear to you, as
clear as I can for the people of this district:
You need to send Mike Rogers to the United
States Congress. And there are a lot of rea-
sons why. We've got some big hurdles in the
country, and I need a man up there with
whom I can work representing this great dis-
trict.

One of the hurdles I face is that our econ-
omy isn’t as good as it should be. It’s bump-
ing along. Anytime somebody is trying to find
work and can’t find a job in America, I think
we've got a problem. Anytime somebody
wants to put food on the table and they can’t
find a job, we need to do something about
it.

Except our philosophy is different from
some of them in Washington. The role of
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Government is not to create wealth. The role
of Government is to create an environment
in which the small-business owner can grow
to be a big business, in which people with
the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes, in which
job creation is strong and evident. And the
best way to do that is to let people keep more
of their own money. Here’s the textbook we
read from. It says that if you let a person
have more of their own money, then they’re
more likely to demand a good or a service.
And when somebody demands a good or a
service in the marketplace, somebody is like-
ly to produce the good or a service. And
when somebody produces the good or a serv-
ice, somebody is more likely to be able to
find a job.

The tax cuts came at exactly the right time
in U.S. economic history. And these tax
cuts—and that tax relief plan is good for
small-business owners. It’s good for your
ranchers. It’s good for your farmers. It's good
for working people. It’s good for everybody.
The tax relief plan did something on the mar-
riage penalty. See, we believe the Tax Code
ought to encourage marriage, not discourage
marriage. The Tax Code is putting the death
tax on its way to extinction.

But there’s a problem. See, the way the
Senate voted it out, that after 10 years from
the time of enactment, the tax relief goes
away. And that’s not right. It creates uncer-
tainty in the Tax Code. It creates uncertainty
for people wanting to plan their business, to
create jobs. In order to make sure that our
economy grows, in order to make sure the
job base is strong, you need to have a Con-
gressman who will join me in making sure
the tax relief plan we passed is permanent
and doesn’t go away.

I look forward to working with Mike to
make sure the country is a stronger country.
By the way, one way we need to make the
country a stronger country is to make sure
our health care system works, particularly for
our elderly. Medicine has changed. Medicare
hasn’t. Medicine is modern. Medicare is
stuck in the past. For the sake of a stronger
America, for the sake of our seniors, we must
reform Medicare and provide prescription
drugs for the elderly.

No, there are a lot of issues that we can
work on together, and I look forward to
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working with him. I'm not going to have to
worry about his vote, and that’s important.
I know he stands solid and square with the
people of this district, and that’s important.
But the biggest issue we're going to have to
work on is protecting America. The biggest
issue we face, the biggest issue my adminis-
tration faces and future Congresses are going
to face, is the protection of you.

You see, there’s an enemy out there which
hates us. They hate us because of what we
love. And we love freedom. We love free-
dom, and we're not going to change. We love
freedom with every fiber in our body. We
love the fact that people can worship an al-
mighty God freely in this society. We appre-
ciate people’s right to express themselves.
We love the freedom of a political process
where people can vote. We love a free press.
We love every single thing about freedom,
and we're not changing.

And as a result, the enemy hates us. I want
you to know that not only does our love for
freedom differentiate us from an enemy; our
value for life differentiates us from the
enemy. You see, in our view, everybody is
precious; every life matters; everybody
counts. But the enemy we face is nothing
but a bunch of coldblooded killers who, on
the one hand, hijack a great religion and, on
the other hand, kill with impunity.

And so we've got a big chore ahead of us.
See, it used to be that oceans could protect
America. I remember conflicts across the sea,
and it didn’t seem to bother us because
oceans were there to guard us. After Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, we’ve learned a new
lesson, that if there’s an enemy out there that
hates us, the battlefield can come home.

And it’s a lesson we’ve got to remember—
it’s a lesson I'll certainly remember—which
means that we not only have to be alert for
the known enemy, the obvious enemy, the
killers that bombed Bali—Bali—or continue
to try to take innocent life. But we've got
to worry about people who've been a prob-
lem for a while and are going to be a problem
over time. And I'm talking about Saddam
Hussein.

He’s a man who told the world he wouldn’t
have weapons of mass destruction. He lied
and deceived the world. He’s a person who
not only has weapons of mass destruction;
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he has used weapons of mass destruction.
He’s used them in the neighborhood, and
he’s used them on his own people. This dic-
tator has defied the world over and over and
over again. He also can’t stand America, can’t
stand our friends, can’t stand our allies. He
hates freedom.

I decided to go to the United Nations and
make the case that it’s time to deal with this
man. It’s time to hold him to his word. It’s
time to disarm him. It’s also time for the
United Nations to show us whether or not
they're going to be a body which can keep
the peace, whether or not theyre going to
be the United Nations or whether or not
they're going to be the League of Nations,
an ineffective body. It’s their choice to make.

I hope they act. I hope they show the
world that this body is capable of keeping
the peace. I hope they show the world that
after 16 resolutions which were defied by Mr.
Saddam Hussein, that the United Nations fi-
nally acts in the name of a peaceful world.
I hope that Saddam Hussein hears the call
for freedom-loving nations and does what he
said he would do, which is disarm. But if
he doesn’t, for the sake of peace, for the sake
of our children, for our children’s children,
if he doesn’t act, the United Nations will not
act, the United States will lead a coalition
to disarm Mr. Saddam Hussein.

Audience members. U.S.A.l
US.A.l

The President. 1 say that because I be-
lieve in peace. I say that because we must
be clear-eyed about the real world. I say that
because I understand, after September the
11th, the world has changed for America. I
say that because our most important obliga-
tion is to protect you, which is why I went
to the United States Congress and asked
them to join me in the creation of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

See, there’s over 100 agencies scattered
about in Washington, involved with pro-
tecting you. Theyre all over the place up
there, and it felt like to me that they ought
to be under one organization, so that if the
number one priority is to protect the home-
land, it becomes the number one priority of
scattered agencies. If protecting the home-
land is important, it seems like to me that
under one umbrella, a new Department, that

U.S.A.l
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it will be easier to change cultures. And we're
making progress.

By the way, you need to know a lot of good
people are working on your behalf, at the
Federal level, at the State level, at the local
level. If we get any kind of hint, any evidence
whatsoever that somebody might be thinking
about doing something to America, we're
moving. We're disrupting. We're denying.
We're doing everything we can to protect the
homeland.

But we can do a better job. And that’s why
the House of Representatives acted, and I
appreciate Bob Riley’s vote and the other
Congressmen here’s vote to get that out of
the House. But it’s stuck in the United States
Senate. The Senate actually wants me to give
up some power in order to accept their
version of the bill. They want me to give up
a power that every President since John F.
Kennedy has had, which is the capacity to
suspend collective bargaining rules for the
sake of national security. And I'm not going
to accept that.

I need to be able to move people to the
right place at the right time to protect you.
We've got a border issue. We need to know
who’s coming into America, what theyre
bringing into America, and are they leaving
America. We've got three agencies on the
border, INS and Customs and Border Patrol.
They’re full of fine people, really good, hard-
Working Americans. But in some sectors,
they've got different strategies; they wear dif-
ferent uniforms. We need a seamless capacity
to protect America. The Senate needs to give
me the flexibility and the authority to put
the right people at the right place at the right
time to protect America.

But the best way to protect America, the
best way to secure the homeland, the best
way to protect our families, is to hunt the
killers down, one by one, and bring them to
justice. And that is exactly what we are going
to do.

It’s a different kind of war. In the old days,
you could count the number of tanks de-
stroyed or ships that were sunk or airplanes
shot out of the air, and you say you're making
progress. This is a war where the leaders hide
in a cave, or they kind of hide in a dark corner
of one of these cities around the world, and
then they send youngsters to their suicidal
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deaths. They don’t care about innocent life.
They're coldblooded killers. And therefore,
the best thing for us to do is to get them
on the run, to hunt them down and to bring
them to justice, which is exactly what is hap-
pening.

I want you to know that therapy isn’t going
to work. [Laughter] The doctrine that says,
“Either you're with us, or you're with the
enemy,” it still stands. And there’s a lot of
good folks hunting these people down.
Sometimes you'll see us making progress,
and sometimes you won’t. We've probably
hauled in a couple thousand of them so far.
And like number weren’t so lucky.

The other day, a guy named bin al-Shibh,
he popped his head up. [Laughter] He is no
longer a problem to the United States of
America.

No, we've got a lot of work to do. There’s
still a lot of heavy lifting. There’s still a lot
of killers on the loose. But I've unleashed
one of the finest militaries in the history of
mankind. Yesterday I signed the defense ap-
propriations bill. It’s the largest increase in
defense spending since President Ronald
Reagan was in office. I did so because I want-
ed to send two messages. One, anytime we
put our troops, our youngsters, into harm’s
way, they deserve the best training, the best
equipment, the best possible pay. We owe
it to our soldiers, and we owe it to their loved
ones.

And I wanted to send a message to friend
and foe alike that when it comes to the de-
fense of our freedom, when it comes to an-
swering history’s call, we're in this deal for
the long haul. There’s not a calendar on my
desk in the Oval Office that one day the date
is going to pop up and say, it’s time to pull
them in. It’s not the way I think. Its not
the way America thinks. We’ve been called
to action. Our generation has been given a
charge to keep. We are responsible for this
country’s safety. We're responsible for our
freedoms. And the message I sent by signing
that defense bill, to the enemy: You've got
a big problem with America, is what you've

ot.
i I can’t imagine what was going through
their mind when they hit us. [Laughter] You
know, they thought we were so materialistic,
so selfish, so self-absorbed, that after Sep-
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tember the 11th, 2001 we might have filed
a lawsuit or two. [Laughter] That's all we
were going to do.

No, they don’t understand this country.
They don’t understand the courage of our
people. They don’t understand the depth of
love we have for freedom. They don’t under-
stand that we're a nation full of responsible
citizens who understand we have a duty to
future generations of Americans. That’s what
they don’t understand. And they’re going to
pay a serious price for misunderstanding
America.

I believe out of the evil done to America
is going to come some incredible good. I be-
lieve that we can achieve peace if we are
strong and focused and diligent, if we re-
member that freedom is not an American
blessing; it'’s a God-given blessing for people
all around the world. If we remain true to
our beliefs, we can achieve peace. We can
achieve peace for people here at home. We
can achieve peace in parts of the world which
have quit on peace. We can achieve peace
in the Middle East, can achieve peace in
South Asia.

No, amidst this talk about going to get
them and hauling them in, you've just got
to know that I believe in peace. And I believe
peace is going to come. I believe peace is
going to come.

And here at home, I know that out of the
evil done to America can come a more com-
passionate country. See, amidst our plenty,
there are pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness. There are people when they hear the
word American Dream, they don’t know
what you're talking about. They don’t have
a dream. They're lost souls. Government can
hand out money, but it can’t put hope in peo-
ple’s hearts. That happens when a fellow
American puts their arms around somebody
in need and says, “I love you. What can I
do to help you, brother? How can I help
you?” No, the best way to fight evil here in
America is to love a neighbor just like you'd
like to be loved yourself. See, it’s the gath-
ering momentum of millions of acts of kind-
ness and compassion which change our coun-
try.
I met Shirley Rose Glisson today at Air
Force One in Montgomery. She came out
because she is a—she’s one of the soldiers
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in the armies of compassion right here in Au-
burn. She goes to Auburn United Methodist.
She decided she was going to start a food
pantry with members of her church. They
now feed 30 hungry families. It’s this act and
thousands of acts like it which define the true
character of our country.

You know, it’s interesting about what hap-
pened on September the 11th. A lot of our
citizens have taken a step back. They wonder
what life is all about. The most vivid example
of the new American spirit took place on
Flight 93, people flying across the country.
They heard the plane was being used as a
weapon. They were on their cell phones to
their loved ones. They said goodbye. They
said, “I love you.” They said a prayer. A guy
said, “Let’s roll.” And they drove the plane
in the ground to serve something greater
than themselves.

You've got to understand that patriotism—
patriotism or the American spirit can be
served all kinds of ways. It is more than just
putting your hand over your heart. It is serv-
ing a great nation. And you can do so by
helping somebody who hurts, somebody in
need.

No, the enemy hit us. They had no idea
who they were hitting. There’s no doubt in
my mind that this great nation can lead the
world to peace. There’s no doubt in my mind
that we can have a more compassionate to-
morrow for everybody who lives in this coun-
try because, my fellow Americans, we're citi-
zens of the greatest country, full of the finest
people on the face of the Earth.

Thank you for coming. May God bless you,
and may God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. at Hitch-
cock Field at the Plainsman Park Baseball Sta-
dium. In his remarks, he referred to William F.
Walker, president, and Steven Renfroe, head
baseball coach, Auburn University; gubernatorial
candidate Bob Riley and his wife, Patsy; Mike
Rogers, candidate for Alabama’s Third Congres-
sional District, and his wife, Beth; Jo Bonner, can-
didate for Alabama’s First Congressional District;
President Jiang Zemin of China; President Sad-
dam Hussein of Irag; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, an
Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.
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Statement on Apprehension of
Suspects in the Washington Area
Sniper Attacks

October 24, 2002

The entire Nation is grateful to all of the
local, State, and Federal law enforcement of-
ficials who have worked with such great ur-
gency and with so little rest to solve the snip-
er case. Their efforts resulted in the appre-
hension of those considered suspects in the
sniper shootings. We are also grateful to the
citizens who kept their eyes open and pro-
vided information to the police. We will keep
the victims and their families and friends in
our thoughts and prayers. The hunt for a
merciless killer has been difficult—and
America greatly appreciates all the good men
and women who fight crime and uphold jus-
tice across this great country.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus

October 24, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

In accordance with section 620C(c) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended,
I am providing a report prepared by my Ad-
ministration on progress toward a negotiated
solution of the Cyprus question covering the
period August 1, 2002, through September
30, 2002. The previous submission covered
events from June 1, 2002, through July 31,
2002.

Direct talks on the island between Greek
Cypriot leader Glafcos Clerides and Turkish
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash continue
under United Nations auspices. As in the past
reporting periods, Special Cyprus Coordi-
nator Thomas G. Weston provided diplo-
matic support to the process. Our new Am-
bassador to Cyprus, Michael Klosson, pro-
vided similar support when he assumed his
post in August. The United States remains
committed to the United Nations effort to
find a just and lasting settlement to the Cy-
prus problem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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NoOTE: Letters were sent to ]. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Jo-
seph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this letter.

The President’s News Conference
With President Jiang Zemin of China
in Crawford, Texas

October 25, 2002

President Bush. 1 want to welcome the
President of China to our ranch and to Texas.

I want to start off by saying how sad Laura
and I are about the sudden and tragic death
of United States Senator Paul Wellstone, his
wife, and one of his children, as well as the
death of others on that private airplane. Our
prayers and heartfelt sympathy goes to their
sons, their loved ones, their friends, and the
people of Minnesota. Paul Wellstone was a
man of deep convictions, a plain-spoken fel-
low who did his best for his State and for
his country. May the good Lord bless those
who grieve.

This is the third meeting of the President
and me, and our personal relations and the
relations between our two countries are
strong. In our meeting, we discussed the
threat posed by the Iragi regime. China sup-
ports Iraq’s strict compliance with U.N. Se-
curity Council resolutions. And today we dis-
cussed and I urged President Jiang to sup-
port a new Security Council resolution de-
manding Iraq fully disarm itself of weapons
of mass destruction.

The President and I also discussed and ex-
pressed concern about the acknowledgment
of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea of a program to enrich uranium. We
agreed that peace and stability in northeast
Asia must be maintained. Both sides will con-
tinue to work towards a nuclear-weapons-
free Korean Peninsula and a peaceful resolu-
tion of this issue.

The United States and China are also allies
in the fight against global terror, and our two
countries are deepening our economic rela-
tions. It is inevitable that nations the size of
the United States and China will have dif-
ferences, but the President and I agree that
we need to resolve our differences through
mutual understanding and respect.
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On human rights, I emphasized that no
nation’s efforts to counter terrorism should
be used to justify suppressing minorities or
silencing peaceful dissent. I shared with the
President my views on the importance of
China freeing prisoners of conscience, giving
fair treatment to peoples of faith, and pre-
serving the rights of Hong Kong citizens. I
also spoke of the importance of respecting
human rights in Tibet and encouraged more
dialog with Tibetan leaders.

On proliferation, I expressed our con-
tinuing concerns about transfers of sensitive
technologies.

On Taiwan, I emphasized to the President
that our “one China” policy, based on the
three communiques in the Taiwan Relations
Act, remains unchanged. I stressed the need
for dialog between China and Taiwan that
leads to a peaceful resolution of their dif-
ferences.

The United States seeks and is building
a relationship with China that is candid, con-
structive, and cooperative. We will continue
building this relationship through contacts at
many levels in months to come, including a
new dialog on security issues.

I'm pleased to announce that Vice Presi-
dent Cheney will visit China next spring. The
United States and China believe that a strong
relationship between our nations will help to
build a more peaceful world.

Thank you for coming, President Jiang.

President Jiang. Mr. President, ladies and
gentlemen, I just learned that one plane
crashed. I would like to express my deep con-
dolences for the loss of the Senate. And also
I would like to express my condolences to
the bereaved family.

I'm very pleased to visit President Bush
at his ranch. I would like to thank President
Bush and Mrs. Bush for the warm hospitality
accorded to us. President Bush and I had
a very good conversation. We exchanged
views on some important issues of mutual
interest. The meeting has been constructive
and productive.

We all agree that China and the U.S. are
two great nations sharing extensive and im-
portant common interests. The two sides
should increase exchanges and cooperation
in economic, trade, cultural, educational and
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other fields. We should stepup dialog and co-
ordination on major international and re-
gional issues, and constantly move our con-
structive and cooperative relationship for-
ward.

We are satisfied with our counterterrorism
cooperation of the past year. We agreed to
strengthen such cooperation in a two-way
and mutually beneficial manner and work to-
gether against terrorism in all forms and
manifestations.

We have had a frank exchange of views
on the Taiwan question, which is of concern
to the Chinese side. I have elaborated my
Government’s basic policy of peaceful unifi-
cation and one country, two systems, for the
settlements of the Taiwan question. Presi-
dent Bush has reiterated his clear-cut posi-
tion that the U.S. Government abides by the
“one China” policy.

We did, indeed, discuss the nuclear issue
concerning DPRK. I point out that China has
all along been supporter of a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula and wants peace and sta-
bility there. I agreed with President Bush
that we will continue to consult on this issue
and work together to ensure a peaceful reso-
lution of the problem.

We have also discussed human rights, reli-
gion, and other issues. I told President Bush
that democracy and human rights are the
common pursuits of mankind and that Chi-
na’s human rights situation is at its best time,
characterized by constant improvement. Re-
garding our differences in these areas, the
Chinese side stands ready to continue ex-
changing views with the U.S. side on basis
of mutual respect and seeking common
ground while shelving differences, with a
view to deepening understanding and en-
hancing consensus.

I'm confident that, so long as the two sides
persist in viewing and handling their relations
from a strategic height and with a long-term
perspective and keep expanding cooperation
and enhancing mutual trust, China-U.S. rela-
tions will be able to grow steadily and bring
benefits to both peoples.

Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

I told the President that we would—asked
him if we could take some questions. He said,
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“Sure.” There will be two questions from
each side. And I promised him I would do
my very best to make sure that the ques-
tioners would only ask one question, if you
know what I mean, Mr. Fournier [Ron
Fournier, Associated Press]. [Laughter]
President Jiang said he remembered a
couple of the American reporters were quick
to break the one-question rule, and he asked
if a fellow, Fournier, would be there. And
I said, “Well, surely he won’t do it this time.”
Mr. Fournier. [Laughter]
Q. I understand that means I can ask each
President one question? [Laughter]
President Bush. That’s exactly the prob-
lem. [Laughter]

North Korean Nuclear Program

Q. T'll be glad to—TI1l be glad to—your
question, President Bush, is, are you willing
to negotiate with North Korea, while North
Korea maintains a nuclear weapons pro-
gram?

And President Jiang, could you tell us, do
you think North Korea’s nuclear weapons
program is a threat to your country and, if
so, how do you plan to stop it?

President Bush. See, 1 told you he
wouldn’t abide by the one-question rule.
[Laughter]

Our first step, to make sure we resolve this
peacefully, is to work with our friends, is to
remind our friends of the dangers of a nu-
clear regime on the Korean Peninsula. Presi-
dent Jiang made it clear that China, like the
United States, believes in a Korean Peninsula
without nuclear weapons.

This is a chance for the United States and
China to work very closely together to
achieve that vision of a nuclear free—nu-
clear-weapons-free peninsula. And so I've in-
structed Secretary Powell to work very close-
ly with his counterpart, as well as with their
counterparts in South Korea and Japan and
Russia, to come up with a common strategy
to convince Kim Chong-il to disarm. And we
look forward to working to that end.

And so to complete our—the important di-
alog of developing a strategy that will hold
North Korea to account in terms of dis-
arming, I'm going to be visiting with the
Prime Minister of Japan and the leader of
South Korea tomorrow in Mexico.
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President Jiang. I can answer your ques-
tion in the most clear-cut terms and most
definitely that we Chinese always hold the
position that the Korean Peninsula should be
nuclear-weapon-free. We are completely in
the dark as for the recent development. But
today President Bush and I agreed that the
problem should be resolved peacefully.

Thank you.

China-U.S. Relations/“One China” Policy

Q. I'm from CCTV. My first question is
for President Jiang. This is your third meet-
ing with President Bush. How do you evalu-
ate China-U.S. relations in the past year, and
how do you envisage the future of the rela-
tionship?

And also a question for President Bush.
Just now you

President Bush.
problem. [Laughter]

0. said that the United States sup-
ports a “one China” policy. What concrete
step would you take to translate this commit-
ment into reality?

President Jiang. In the past year, China
and the United States have expanded their
cooperation and enhanced mutual under-
standing and trust. On the whole, the rela-
tionship has enjoyed a good momentum of
growth. Facts have proven once again that,
despite the profound changes in the inter-
national situation and despite the differences
of one type or another between China and
the U.S., our two countries have more, rather
than less, common interest. And the prospect
of cooperation between us has become
broader, rather than narrower.

President Bush. In terms of your question
about the “one China” policy—"“one China”
policy means that the issue ought to be re-
solved peacefully. We've got influence with
some in the region. We intend to make sure
that the issue is resolved peacefully, and that
includes making it clear that we do not sup-
port independence.

Holland [Steve Holland, Reuters].

It’s an international

U.N. Resolution on Iraq

Q. Sir, do you feel like you've got China’s
support for a new resolution on Iraq? And
are you willing to make any more concessions
in the language of a U.N. resolution, now
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that Russia and France have offered a wa-
tered-down resolution?

President Bush. Thank you for asking one
question. [Laughter] Now I'll try to answer
it.

I made it clear to the President of China
that I am interested in seeing to it that the
United Nations is effective—effective in dis-
arming Saddam Hussein. That’s what the
United Nations has said for 11 years, that
Saddam ought to disarm. And therefore, any
resolution that evolves must be one which
does the job of holding Saddam Hussein to
account. That includes a rigorous, new, and
vibrant inspections regime, the purpose of
which is disarmament, not inspections for the
sake of inspections.

And any resolution which will be effective
must have—there must be consequences.
Let me put it bluntly: There must be con-
sequences in order to be effective. And
therefore, in order for there to be con-
sequences, we won’t accept a resolution
which prevents us from doing exactly what
I have told the American people is going to
happen. That is, if the U.N. won’t act and
if Saddam won’t disarm, we will lead a coali-
tion to disarm him. And we’re working with
all countries, particularly those on the Perm
5, to do just that.

And that’s what we’ll accept, something
that will enable us to do precisely what I have
just described and what I describe almost
every day that I'm out there talking to the
American people.

You tried to violate the rule, but I'm not
going to let you.

China-U.S. Relations

Q. I'm from Xinhua news agency. For
some time, certain people inside the United
States call for containment against China.
These people believe that a rising China
poses a growing threat to the United States.
What is your comment?

President Jiang. Given their different na-
tional conditions, it is only natural for China
and the United States to disagree from time
to time. Such a disagreement should be
viewed and handled with a broad perspec-
tive. China has chosen a development path
suited to its national conditions. It has en-
joyed a rapid progress in economic growth,
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cultural development, and the building of de-
mocracy and rule of law, bringing tangible
benefits to the Chinese people. Their quality
of life and standard of living are improving.

As the biggest developing country in the
world, this road is still very long before China
achieves full modernization. Our central task
and long-term goal remain one of economic
development and improvement of people’s
living standards.

The Chinese people have a tradition of
peace loving. China has never engaged in ex-
pansion nor sought hegemony. We sincerely
desire peace all over the world. Even when
China becomes more developed in the fu-
ture, it will not pose a threat to others.
Threats have and will continue to prove that
China is a staunch force for the maintenance
of world and regional peace.

Thank you.

President Bush. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
1:41 p.m. outside the Governor’s House at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to Gen-
eral Secretary Kim Chong-il of North Korea;
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; and President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. President Bush also re-
ferred to the October 25 crash of a twin engine
King Air aircraft in Eveleth, MN, which took the
lives of Senator Paul Wellstone of Minnesota; his
wife, Sheila Ison; his daughter, Marcia Wellstone;
campaign aides Will McLaughlin, Tom Lapic, and
Mary McEvoy; pilot Richard Conroy; and co-pilot
Michael Guess. President Jiang referred to the
DPRK, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea. President Jiang spoke in Chinese, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 20

In the afternoon, the President returned
from Camp David, MD, to Washington, DC.

Oct. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

October 21

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and later met with
the National Security Council.

In the evening, the President traveled to
McLean, VA, where he attended a Repub-
lican National Committee dinner at a private
residence. He then returned to Washington,
DC.

October 22

In the morning, the President had FBI
briefings. Later, he traveled  to
Downingtown, PA. In the afternoon, he trav-
eled to Bangor, ME, and later returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Peter
Medgyessy of Hungary to Washington, DC,
on November 8 to discuss cooperation
against terrorism, the upcoming NATO sum-
mit in Prague, and other issues.

October 23

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Ahmet
Necdet Sezer of Turkey concerning the Tur-
key-U.S. strategic partnership, cooperation
on Iraq, and other issues. He then had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings and met with the
National Security Council.

In the afternoon, the President had lunch
with Vice President Dick Cheney. Later, in
the Roosevelt Room, he participated in a
roundtable discussion with Federal, State,
and local law enforcement officials on online
safety for children.

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom to discuss
the situation in Iraq.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Dana Gioia to be Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Arts.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Dennis Algiere as a member of the
Advisory Committee on the Arts, John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.

October 24

In the morning, the President had FBI
briefings. He also had a telephone conversa-
tion with President Vladimir Putin of Russia
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to discuss his support for Russia concerning
the terrorist takeover and hostage situation
at a Moscow theater.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Charlotte, NC, and then to Columbia,
SC. In the afternoon, he traveled to Auburn,
AL.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX.
While en route, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with Montgomery County, MD, Police
Chief Charles Moose to congratulate him
and other law enforcement officials for the
apprehension of suspects in the recent sniper
attacks in the Washington, DC, area.

October 25

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush welcomed President Jiang Zemin of
China and his wife, Wang Yeping, to the
Bush Ranch.

In the afternoon, the two Presidents
toured the ranch. Later, the President and
Mrs. Bush had lunch with President Jiang
and his wife.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released October 19

Fact sheet: President Takes Action To Pro-
tect Pensions and Retirement Security for All
Americans
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Released October 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Fact sheet: President Takes Action To Lower
Prescription Drug Prices by Improving Ac-
cess to Generic Drugs

Released October 22

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
Prime Minister Peter Medgyessy of Hungary

Released October 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the
President’s upcoming meeting with Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin of China and the upcoming
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum

Fact sheet: Increasing Online Safety for
America’s Children

Released October 24

Transcripts of press gaggles by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved October 21

H.R.5531 / Public Law 107-245
Sudan Peace Act

Approved October 23

H.R. 2121 / Public Law 107-246
Russian Democracy Act of 2002

H.R. 4085 / Public Law 107-247
Veterans” Compensation Cost—of—LiVing Act
of 2002

H.R. 5010 / Public Law 107-248
Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
2003



1864 Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

H.R.5011 / Public Law 107-249
Military Construction Appropriation Act,
2003
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