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The United States of America will not live 
at the mercy of any group or regime that 
has the motive and seeks the power to mur-
der Americans on a massive scale. The threat 
to America also threatens peace and security 
in the Middle East and far beyond. If Iraq’s 
dictator is permitted to acquire nuclear 
weapons, he could resume his pattern of in-
timidation and conquest and dictate the fu-
ture of a vital region. 

In confronting this threat, America seeks 
the support of the world. If action becomes 
necessary, we will act in the interests of the 
world. And America expects Iraqi compli-
ance with all U.N. resolutions. 

The time has come for the Iraqi people 
to escape oppression, find freedom, and live 
in hope. 

I want to thank the Secretary of State 
Colin Powell for his leadership, his good 
work, and his determination over the past 2 
months. He’s worked tirelessly and success-
fully for a resolution that recognizes impor-
tant concerns of our Security Council part-
ners and makes Iraq’s responsibilities clear. 
I also thank our Ambassador to the United 
Nations, John Negroponte, and his team at 
our U.N. mission in New York for their hard 
work and outstanding service to our country. 
Secretary of State Powell’s team has done a 
fine job. 

The American people are grateful to the 
Security Council for passing this historic res-
olution. Members of the Council acted with 
courage and took a principled stand. The 
United Nations has shown the kind of inter-
national leadership promised by its charter 
and required by our times. Now comes the 
hard part. The Security Council must main-
tain its unity and sense of purpose so that 
the Iraq regime cannot revert to the strate-
gies of obstruction and deception it used so 
successfully in the past. 

The outcome of the current crisis is al-
ready determined: The full disarmament of 
weapons of mass destruction by Iraq will 
occur. The only question for the Iraqi regime 
is to decide how. The United States prefers 
that Iraq meet its obligations voluntarily, yet 
we are prepared for the alternative. In either 
case, the just demands of the world will be 
met. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:44 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
Hans Blix, Executive Chairman, United Nations 
Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commis-
sion; and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director General, 
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Remarks Honoring the 2002 Stanley 
Cup Champion Detroit Red Wings 
November 8, 2002

Thank you all for coming. Gosh, we’re 
honored you’re here. Thanks for coming, and 
welcome to the White House. 

I am honored to be greeting the mighty 
Detroit hockey team, winners of the Stanley 
Cup 3 out of the last 6 years, 10 times win-
ners of the Stanley Cup and the team that 
made Detroit ‘‘Hockeytown.’’

It’s an honor to be with the Ilitches. Mike 
and Marian are the—who do a really good 
job of setting the right tone for this club. 
I knew Mike when he was a Detroit Tiger 
owner. And this goes to prove it’s easier to 
win in hockey than in baseball, I guess. 
[Laughter] 

We’re glad you all are here. Mr. Commis-
sioner, thank you for coming. I appreciate 
you being here. It’s an honor also to be on 
the stage with a great coach, a man whose 
name appears on the Stanley Cup 10 times—
9 times as a coach. Obviously, he knows what 
he’s doing. [Laughter] He gets all these ruf-
fians skating in the same direction, is a pretty 
good—[laughter]. 

But I’m real proud of you, Scotty. I know 
the people of Detroit love you, and they’re 
going to miss your leadership. 

If I hadn’t already asked—announced that 
yesterday the Vice President was going to be 
my running mate, I was going to—[laugh-
ter]—I was thinking about you, anyway. 
[Laughter] 

I appreciate Dave Lewis, Scotty’s replace-
ment, being here. And I wish you all the best, 
Dave, for coming. It’s an honor as well to 
be with the—obviously, one of the true lead-
ers of any sport, the team captain of the—
of the Detroit team, captain for 17 years, 
which is pretty remarkable that Steve could 
keep the respect of a group of highly skilled 
professionals for that long a period of time. 
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And I am honored to be able to meet you, 
and I appreciate the character you’ve dis-
played as a real leader. 

I’m also pleased to welcome some of De-
troit’s biggest fans here, including some of 
the elected officials who are the biggest fans, 
starting with our Secretary of Energy, Spence 
Abraham—Mr. Secretary. And we’ve got the 
Levin boys here from Michigan, Senator Carl 
and Congressman Sander. Thank you all for 
coming. Congressman Mike Rogers and, of 
course, Congressman Conyers is here as well. 
We’re honored that you all have come, and 
I know the team is grateful that you’ve taken 
time to come and express your support. 

Somebody said, ‘‘Well, the roster looks like 
the Hall of Fame ballot.’’ It doesn’t look like 
the Hall of Fame ballot to me; it looks like 
the United Nations. [Laughter] 

We’re proud to welcome the team mem-
bers from all around the globe. It is a remark-
able sport that is able to attract star athletes 
from a lot of different countries and bring 
them together to play on one team. I think 
that’s a pretty good example for the world 
to see. I think it is a remarkable feat that 
you’ve got all these stars from different parts 
of the world all aiming in the same direction. 

Darren McCarty put it this way. He said, 
‘‘A lot of us were’’—when I say the word 
‘‘it,’’ it’s talking about the Stanley Cup—‘‘A 
lot of us were fighting to get it back; some 
guys were fighting to do it for the first time. 
The bottom line is, we’re all fighting to do 
it together.’’ And I appreciate that spirit. I 
think it’s a good example for a lot of people 
who live in America, doing something to 
serve something greater than yourself, in this 
case, the team. We appreciate that spirit. I 
don’t think you’d have won without the team 
concept. 

I also am appreciative of what you do with 
the Stanley Cup, the traditions of not only 
putting the players’ names on the cup but 
taking the cup to different players’ home-
towns. I think that’s a pretty neat idea. And 
so this cup has been all across the U.S.; of 
course, it’s been all across Canada. [Laugh-
ter] It seems like you’ve got quite a few Cana-
dians on the team there. [Laughter] But it’s 
been to Sweden and Russia and the Czech 
Republic. I’m fixing to go to the Czech Re-

public. The cup goes, and then the President 
goes. [Laughter] 

It rode on the back of a Harley with 
Darren McCarty, went to Wrigley Field with 
Kris, got a bagpipe reception at Kris Draper’s 
Stanley Cup party, and here it is at the White 
House. The cup has seen a lot, because the 
players are people that were proud to show 
off their accomplishments. 

But let me tell you what I’m most im-
pressed with, about how the players and the 
owners have used this championship victory. 
It brightened a lot of people’s lives. See, 
that’s the most important thing about this 
championship, as far as I’m concerned. 

One afternoon, Steve Yzerman brought 
the cup to children in three different hos-
pitals across the State of Michigan. The Ilitch 
family used the cup to raise a lot of money 
for a local emergency room. The coach made 
a dream come true for a child with leukemia, 
who just simply wanted to touch the Stanley 
Cup. 

See, it’s one thing to be the champion on 
the ice; it’s another thing to be a champion 
in living your lives. I think there’s a huge 
responsibility that comes with being a cham-
pion. It’s a huge responsibility when people 
put the spotlight on you. You have a responsi-
bility to set the right example and to use your 
position to help not only serve something 
greater than yourself, the team, but to serve 
a society and help heal the hurt and help 
people who need a little special care. 

So not only has this great team proven 
themselves to be champs on the ice, you’ve 
proven yourself to be champs off the ice. And 
for that, we are really grateful. Welcome to 
the White House. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gary Bettman, commissioner, Na-
tional Hockey League; Red Wings owners Mike 
and Marian Ilitch; and Red Wings retired coach 
Scotty Bowman, coach Dave Lewis, right wing 
Darren McCarty, and centers Kris Draper and 
Steve Yzerman. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Mr. Bowman.
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Proclamation 7624—National 
Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve Week, 2002
November 8, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Our National Guard and Reserve units 

comprise 38 percent of America’s military 
forces, and we are grateful for the commit-
ment of these brave men and women. During 
National Employer Support of the Guard 
and Reserve Week, we pay tribute to those 
serving our Nation in the National Guard and 
Reserve, and to the civilian employers whose 
continued support enables our Reserve com-
ponent soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and 
coast guardsmen to defend our country with 
honor and distinction. 

Through their service, National Guard and 
Reserve personnel play an important role in 
our efforts to advance democracy, peace, and 
freedom across our Nation and around the 
world. These dedicated men and women 
train vigorously and work closely with our ac-
tive-duty forces, serving as equal partners in 
our integrated Armed Forces. As our need 
for their efforts expands, these citizen-sol-
diers will spend more time away from their 
families, homes, and workplaces protecting 
our Nation and the ideals that make us 
strong. 

As we face new challenges and welcome 
new opportunities, the continued support of 
patriotic employers remains vital to the suc-
cess of our National Guard and Reserve. Our 
volunteer National Guardsmen and Reserv-
ists rely on their employers for essential sup-
port and encouragement that often come at 
the employer’s expense. These employers re-
flect the spirit of our Nation, and during this 
week I join with members of our Armed 
Forces and all our citizens in recognizing 
those who serve in our National Guard and 
Reserve and all who support them, and all 
Americans whose contributions and sacrifices 
help our military remain the finest fighting 
force in the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 

the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 10 
through November 16, 2002, as National 
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 
Week. I encourage all Americans to join me 
in expressing our heartfelt thanks to the civil-
ian employers of the members of our Na-
tional Guard and Reserve for their extraor-
dinary sacrifices on behalf of our Nation. I 
also call upon State and local officials, private 
organizations, businesses, and all military 
commanders to observe this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., November 12, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 13.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 2
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Blountville, TN, and then to Atlanta, GA. In 
the afternoon, he traveled to Savannah, GA, 
and then to Tampa, FL. 

November 3
In the morning, the President traveled to 

Springfield, IL. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to St. Paul, MN, and then to Sioux Falls, SD, 
where he was joined by Mrs. Bush. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Cedar Rapids, IA. 
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