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eternal light of the Temple and the long-
standing struggle of the Jewish people against
adversity.

Americans join in thanking God for our
blessings and renew our commitment to the
values of faith, family, and community that
make us strong. The candles of Hanukkah
remind us that in the face of darkness, good-
ness will prevail.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes
for a joyous Hanukkah.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Memorandum on the Establishment
of the Department of Homeland
Security

November 26, 2002

Memorandum to Federal Employees

Yesterday I signed into law legislation to
create the new Department of Homeland Se-
curity. It will unite our efforts under one roof
and behind one primary mission: to protect
the American people from another terrorist
attack.

Achieving that goal is my highest and most
urgent priority as President. Our success is
made possible by the hard work and unwav-
ering dedication you've shown before and
after September 11th. Americans owe you
their gratitude for helping to keep their fami-
lies safe and their communities secure.

As you know, the Department of Home-
land Security will focus on three critical ob-
jectives to:

e Prevent terrorist attacks within the

United States;

* Reduce America’s vulnerability to ter-

rorism; and

* Minimize the damage from potential at-

tacks and natural disasters.

We will form the new Department as soon
as possible. Under the terms of the initial
plan I sent to the Congress, nearly all the
affected agencies would be brought together
on March 1 of next year.

We are assembling a great leadership
team, made up of proven decision-makers
who know how to get the job done. They
share your vision and commitment to a more
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secure homeland. I intend to nominate Gov-
ernor Tom Ridge to serve as Secretary of the
new Department of Homeland Security, Mr.
Gordon England to serve as Deputy Sec-
retary, and Mr. Asa Hutchinson to serve as
Under Secretary for Border and Transpor-
tation Security.

Many of you are familiar with Governor
Tom Ridge. As the Nation’s first Homeland
Security Advisor, he exercised tremendous
leadership on a complex, multifaceted topic.
For him, homeland security is a national ef-
fort, not simply a Federal one. Governor
Ridge served as Governor of Pennsylvania for
almost 6 years. Prior to that he was elected
six times to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives with overwhelming majorities.
He is also a decorated Vietnam veteran. Gov-
ernor Ridge has earned my trust and the trust
of the American people. He will make a great
Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security.

Secretary of the Navy Gordon England
will leave his position to serve as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Prior to his time at the Department of
the Navy, Secretary England served as execu-
tive vice president of General Dynamics Cor-
poration from 1997-2001. In addition to his
background in mergers and acquisitions, his
private sector experience includes manage-
ment experience at Combat Systems Group,
General Dynamics Fort Worth aircraft com-
pany, and General Dynamics Land Systems.
He is a graduate of the University of Mary-
land and the M.]J. Neeley School of Business
at Texas Christian University.

Asa Hutchinson currently serves as Ad-
ministrator of Drug Enforcement (DEA). As
head of DEA, Administrator Hutchinson has
focused his efforts at dismantling high-profile
drug trafficking organizations including the
Arellano Felix organization. Prior to his ten-
ure at DEA, Administrator Hutchinson
served for three terms in the United States
House of Representatives where he served
on the House Judiciary Committee and Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence.

Once again, thank you for your dedication
and commitment to homeland security and
to our great country. During this time of
transition it is extremely important that you
continue to stay focused on your important
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duties and responsibilities. I appreciate all
that you have done—and all that we are
about to do together during this historic
chapter in our Nation’s history.

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Achieving
Militarily Significant Benchmarks for
a Sustainable Peace in Kosovo

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to section 1212 of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2001, Public Law 106-398,
I hereby submit a report, prepared by my
Administration, on the progress made in
achieving the militarily significant bench-
marks for conditions that would achieve a
sustainable peace in Kosovo and ultimately
allow for the withdrawal of the United States
military presence in Kosovo.

The term “militarily significant” relates to
tasks and objectives significant from a mili-
tary standpoint that once accomplished
would allow for withdrawal of military forces
from Kosovo. In the establishment of the
Kosovo benchmarks, four critical tasks for
NATO forces were identified: military sta-
bility, public security, border/boundary
issues, and war crimes/International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia support.
Objectives for these tasks were drawn from
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244, the NATO Operations Plan, the Mili-
tary Technical Agreement, and the Kosovo
Liberation Army Undertaking.

I anticipate that KFOR—and U.S. partici-
pation in it—will gradually reduce in size as
public security conditions improve and
Kosovars assume increasing responsibility for
their own self-government.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 27.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Lapse of the Export
Administration Act of 1979

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1641(c)), I transmit herewith a 6-month re-
port prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency declared by Executive
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States
caused by the lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Burma

November 26, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a 6-month periodic
report prepared by my Administration on the
national emergency with respect to Burma
that was declared in Executive Order 13047
of May 20, 1997.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
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