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Memorandum on Designation of 
Officers of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs To Act as Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs 
February 12, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs
Subject: Designation of Officers of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to Act as 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

By the authority vested in me as President 
under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America and pursuant to the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 
U.S.C. 3345 et seq., I hereby order that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession.
During any period when the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs (Secretary), the Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs (Deputy Sec-
retary), and the officers designated by Execu-
tive Order 13247 of December 18, 2001, to 
perform the functions and duties of the office 
of Secretary have died, resigned, or other-
wise become unable to perform the functions 
and duties of the office of Secretary, the fol-
lowing officers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, in the order listed, shall per-
form the functions and duties of the office 
of Secretary, if they are eligible to act as Sec-
retary under the provisions of the Federal 
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, until such 
time as at least one of the officers mentioned 
above is able to perform the functions and 
duties of the office of Secretary: 

Veterans Integrated Service Network 
(VISN) 8 Director, Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; 

VISN 7 Director, Veterans Health Admin-
istration; 

Veterans Benefits Administration South-
ern Area Director; and 

North Florida/South Georgia Healthcare 
System Director. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 1 in an acting 
capacity, by virtue of so serving, shall 
act as Secretary pursuant to this 
memorandum. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this 
memorandum, the President retains 

discretion, to the extent permitted by 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq., to depart 
from this memorandum in desig-
nating an acting Secretary. 

Sec. 3. Publication.
You are authorized and directed to publish 

this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Subsidy Budget Request for Frontier 
Airlines 
February 12, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In accordance with provisions of Public 

Law 107–42, the Air Transportation Safety 
and System Stabilization Act, 2001, I hereby 
request the subsidy budget authority nec-
essary to support a $70 million Federal credit 
instrument for Frontier Airlines. 

I hereby designate this subsidy budget au-
thority, currently estimated at $12.7 million, 
as an emergency requirement pursuant to 
section 252(e) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress Reporting a 
Certification Required by the 
Ratification Resolution of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
February 12, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with the resolution of advice 

and consent to ratification of the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling, and Use of Chemical 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, adopted 
by the United States Senate on April 24, 
1997, I hereby certify pursuant to Condition 
7(C)(i), Effectiveness of the Australia Group, 
that: 
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Australia Group members continue to 
maintain equally effective or more com-
prehensive controls over the export of: toxic 
chemicals and their precursors; dual-use 
processing equipment; human, animal, and 
plant pathogens and toxins with potential bio-
logical weapons applications; and dual-use bi-
ological equipment, as that afforded by the 
Australia Group as of April 25, 1997; and 

The Australia Group remains a viable 
mechanism for limiting the spread of chem-
ical and biological weapons-related materials 
and technology, and the effectiveness of the 
Australia Group has not been undermined 
by changes in membership, lack of compli-
ance with common export controls and non-
proliferation measures, or the weakening of 
common controls and nonproliferation meas-
ures, in force as of April 25, 1997. 

The factors underlying this certification 
are described in the enclosed statement of 
justification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 12, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 13.

Remarks in a Discussion With Small-
Business Owners in Jacksonville, 
Florida 
February 13, 2003

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
the warm welcome. I’m sure glad I came. 
[Laughter] It’s—I want to talk about some 
of the challenges which face our country. A 
little later on, I’m going to go speak to those 
souls who wear the uniform of the United 
States military and thank them for their serv-
ice to the country and tell them we’ve got 
all the confidence in their capacity to help 
us keep the peace and promote freedom. 

It’s clear we have challenges abroad, par-
ticularly the challenge to keep the peace, to 
secure our homeland, to adjust our way of 
thinking to make sure that we do everything 
we can to say with complete confidence that 
we’ll protect America. We’ll protect this gen-
eration of Americans, and we’ll secure the 
homeland and make the world more peace-

ful, so that future generations of Americans 
can grow up in peace. 

That’s a big challenge. And equally as big 
a challenge is to make sure our economy is 
strong so that America is a hopeful place, 
that our economy is strong enough to make 
sure the entrepreneurial spirit is alive and 
well—and today we’re going to talk to some 
entrepreneurs who are living the American 
Dream—that our economy is strong enough 
to make sure moms and dads have got the 
capacity to save and invest for their children, 
if that’s what they choose to do, that our 
economy is strong enough so that people who 
are looking for work can find a job. 

And that’s also a challenge we face. Today 
you’ll hear me talk about the plan that I have 
asked Congress to approve. I want the folks 
on the stage up here to share with me and 
with you and others listening what that plan 
means for their lives. In Washington, we 
spend a lot of time talking about numbers. 
I like to remind people that behind each 
number is somebody’s life and why the plan 
that I’ve described to the Congress is such 
an optimistic, hopeful plan for every Amer-
ican. 

Before I begin, I want to thank Brother—
that would be your Governor. So he had his 
50th birthday on the 11th of February. I 
called him and said, ‘‘Happy birthday. Fifty 
is not quite as old as it seemed to be, is it?’’ 
[Laughter] But we’re proud of him, and we 
love him. Actually, I had coffee with Mother 
and Dad this morning. And Mother said to 
make sure I told Jeb she loved him still, so 
—[laughter]—she still loves you. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Hector Barreto for being 
here as well. Hector is the head of the Small 
Business Administration. One of the commit-
ments of this administration is to promote 
the entrepreneurial spirit throughout all our 
country. We want anybody from any walk of 
life to realize if they have a dream and work 
hard, they can realize their dreams. That’s 
the greatness of America. 

And I’m honored that Joe—Joe Dagher—
would invite us into his facility. He had a 
dream. He realized his dream. He owns his 
own business. He can call it his own. And 
we’re proud of you, Joe, and thanks for let-
ting us come. 
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