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The other day, for example, in the Situa-
tion Room, we had Tommy up, and he gave 
us a briefing on Iraq. He’s the CENTCOM 
commander, as you know, also responsible 
for Afghanistan, and then the general in place 
in Afghanistan came up. So we split the brief-
ing between Iraq and Afghanistan. And it was 
an important briefing because he was telling 
us troop strength and troop strategies as well 
as how well the country is beginning to get 
on its feet. 

But the point I’m trying to make is, is that 
we are constantly moving against Al Qaida 
in Afghanistan as we speak or as we conduct 
the Iraq theater. 

Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, thank you 
very much for your time today. We really 
appreciate it. 

The President. I enjoyed it. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 11:14 a.m. 
aboard Air Force One for later broadcast. In his 
remarks, the President referred to former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein and former Information 
Minister Muhammad Said Kazim al-Sahhaf of 
Iraq; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain; 
former National Security Adviser Brent Scow-
croft; journalists George Will and Bill Kristol; 
Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) 
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority; NBC journalist David Bloom, who died 
of natural causes in Operation Iraqi Freedom; 
country music group the Dixie Chicks; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion; and Khalid Sheik Muhammed, senior Al 
Qaida leader responsible for planning the Sep-
tember 11 attack, who was captured in Pakistan 
on March 1. A portion of this interview could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. 

Message on the Observance of 
Armenian Remembrance Day, 2003 
April 24, 2003 

Today marks the anniversary of a horrible 
tragedy, the mass killings and forced exile of 
countless Armenians in the final days of the 
Ottoman Empire. Many Armenians refer to 
these appalling events as the ‘‘great calam-

ity,’’ reflecting a deep sorrow that continues 
to haunt them and their neighbors, the Turk-
ish people. The suffering that befell the Ar-
menian people in 1915 is a tragedy for all 
humanity, which the world should not forget. 
I join the Armenian-American community 
and Armenians around the world in mourn-
ing the horrendous loss of life. 

I also salute our wise and bold friends from 
Armenia and Turkey who are coming to-
gether in a spirit of reconciliation to consider 
these events and their significance. I applaud 
them for rising above bitterness, and taking 
action to create a better future. I wish them 
success, building on their recent and signifi-
cant achievements, as they work together in 
a spirit of hope and understanding. 

As we remember those who perished and 
suffered, we salute the nation of Armenia, 
and Armenians everywhere. The United 
States is grateful for the contributions of Ar-
menian Americans to our national life. Gen-
erations of Armenians have employed wis-
dom, courage, and centuries-old traditions to 
overcome great suffering and enrich their 
adopted American homeland. 

The United States is proud to be a friend 
of Armenia, a young state with an ancient 
heritage. We are deepening our partnership 
to help achieve a secure, prosperous, and dig-
nified future for the citizens of Armenia. The 
United States is committed to achieving a 
just and lasting settlement to the Nagorno- 
Karabakh conflict. We will also continue to 
help Armenia as it strives to strengthen its 
democracy and market economy. 

On behalf of the American people, I send 
solemn wishes to the Armenian people on 
this day of remembrance. Our nations stand 
together, determined to create a future of 
peace, prosperity, and freedom for the citi-
zens of our countries, for our regions, and 
for the world. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
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Proclamation 7666—National 
Charter Schools Week, 2003 
April 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Charter schools provide many children 

with a first-class education, and they have 
gained national recognition for their account-
ability standards, innovative programs, and 
success with young people. The high expecta-
tions they set and the opportunities for devel-
opment they create help students attending 
charter schools realize their potential and 
achieve their dreams. 

Charter schools are held to the same 
standards, including curriculum standards, as 
traditional schools, and are also accountable 
to students, parents, and community leaders 
for producing results and improving achieve-
ment. By defining expected goals and offer-
ing options for children trapped in low-per-
forming schools, charter schools help im-
prove the overall quality of education in 
America. 

The success of charter schools is evident 
in the achievements of the children who at-
tend those schools and in the positive re-
sponse from the communities they serve. In 
little more than a decade, 2,700 charter 
schools have opened in 36 States and the 
District of Columbia, and nearly two-thirds 
of these schools have waiting lists. Forty 
States and the District of Columbia have en-
acted charter school laws, and this year four 
additional States began considering charter 
school laws. To help State and local districts 
provide parents with more quality education 
alternatives, I have proposed increased fund-
ing for charter schools so that more of our 
children can receive the gift of a good edu-
cation. 

The accomplishments of charter schools 
prove that we can improve our public edu-
cation system by replacing low expectations 
with a culture of achievement that rewards 
success and does not tolerate failure. Over 
the last 2 years, my Administration has taken 
steps to realize this vision by supporting ac-
countability for results, expanded parental 
choice, increased local flexibility, and a focus 

on what works. With the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001, we continue to build a 
stronger educational foundation for Amer-
ica’s children. States are now responsible for 
improving student achievement in public 
schools by maintaining tough academic 
standards and setting annual progress goals. 
The law further requires regular testing to 
ensure all students are proficient in reading 
and math and to help identify learning prob-
lems. 

My Administration is working to provide 
the resources schools need to fund education 
reform and achieve these high standards. We 
have increased funding for elementary and 
secondary education by 36 percent in the last 
2 years, and the Federal Government will 
spend nearly $24 billion on these programs 
this year. Through the new Reading First 
program, over $500 million has been distrib-
uted to 29 States to assist with reading pro-
grams that help ensure that our children will 
know how to read by the third grade. Expan-
sions of our charter schools, and reforms in 
traditional public schools, are helping build 
the mind and character of our future leaders. 

During National Charter Schools Week, 
we renew our commitment to our children 
and their education. I urge every American 
to visit a charter school and learn about its 
efforts to help children in their community. 
Charter schools are just one of many success-
ful alternatives that ensure that no child is 
left behind. By raising expectations and fos-
tering hope, we can help build a future of 
promise for our next generation of Ameri-
cans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through 
May 3, 2003, as National Charter Schools 
Week. I commend the States with charter 
schools, and I call on parents of charter 
school children to share their success stories 
with others so that all Americans may under-
stand more about the important work of 
charter schools. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
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