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States to join in support of this national ob-
servance. I also call upon government offi-
cials to display the flag of the United States 
on all government buildings on Loyalty Day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 5.

Proclamation 7672—National Day of 
Prayer, 2003
April 30, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
We are a Nation whose people turn to 

prayer in times of our most heartfelt sorrow 
and our moments of greatest joy. On this Na-
tional Day of Prayer, first called for more 
than 225 years ago by the Continental Con-
gress, we come together to thank God for 
our Nation’s many blessings, to acknowledge 
our need for His wisdom and grace, and to 
ask Him to continue to watch over our coun-
try in the days ahead. 

America welcomes individuals of all back-
grounds and religions, and our citizens hold 
diverse beliefs. In prayer, we share the uni-
versal desire to speak and listen to our Maker 
and to seek the plans He has for our lives. 
We recognize the ways that He has blessed 
our land abundantly, and we offer thanks for 
these gifts and for the generosity of our Na-
tion in helping those in need. We are grateful 
for our freedom, for God’s love, mercy, and 
forgiveness, and for a hope that will never 
be shaken. 

Today, our Nation is strong and pros-
perous. Our Armed Forces have achieved 
great success on the battlefield, but chal-
lenges still lie ahead. Prayer will not make 

our path easy, yet prayer can give us strength 
and hope for the journey. 

As we continue to fight against terror, we 
ask the Almighty to protect all those who bat-
tle for freedom throughout the world and our 
brave men and women in uniform, and we 
ask Him to shield innocents from harm. We 
recognize the sacrifice of our military fami-
lies and ask God to grant them peace and 
strength. We will not forget the men and 
women who have fallen in service to America 
and to the cause of freedom. We pray that 
their loved ones will receive God’s comfort 
and grace. 

In this hour of history’s calling, Americans 
are bowing humbly in churches, synagogues, 
temples, mosques, and in their own homes, 
in the presence of the Almighty. This day, 
I ask our Nation to join me in praying for 
the strength to meet the challenges before 
us, for the wisdom to know and do what is 
right, for continued determination to work 
towards making our society a more compas-
sionate and decent place, and for peace in 
the affairs of men. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as 
amended, has called on our citizens to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our society and 
to honor the religious diversity our freedom 
permits by recognizing annually a ‘‘National 
Day of Prayer.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2003, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I ask the citizens of 
our Nation to pray, each after his or her own 
faith, in thanksgiving for the freedoms and 
blessings we have received and for God’s 
continued guidance and protection. I also 
urge all Americans to join in observing this 
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2003] 
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 5.

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
Amendments to the Constitution and 
Convention of the International 
Telecommunication Union 
April 30, 2003

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification, the amendments to 
the Constitution and Convention of the 
International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) (Geneva 1992), as amended by the 
Plenipotentiary Conference (Kyoto 1994), to-
gether with declarations and reservations by 
the United States as contained in the Final 
Acts of the Plenipotentiary Conference (Min-
neapolis 1998). I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the De-
partment of State concerning these amend-
ments. 

Prior to 1992, and as a matter of general 
practice, previous Conventions of the ITU 
were routinely replaced at successive Pleni-
potentiary Conferences held every 5 to 10 
years. In 1992, the ITU adopted a permanent 
Constitution and Convention. The Constitu-
tion contains fundamental provisions on the 
organization and structure of the ITU, as well 
as substantive rules applicable to inter-
national telecommunications matters. The 
ITU Convention contains provisions con-
cerning the functioning of the ITU and its 
constituent organs. 

Faced with a rapidly changing tele-
communication environment, the ITU in 
1994 adopted a few amendments to the 1992 
Constitution and Convention. These amend-
ments were designed to enable the ITU to 
respond effectively to new challenges posed. 

The pace at which the telecommunication 
market continues to evolve has not eased. 
States participating in the 1998 ITU Pleni-
potentiary Conference held in Minneapolis 
submitted numerous proposals to amend the 
Constitution and Convention. As discussed 
in the attached report of the Department of 

State concerning the amendments, key pro-
posals included the following: amendments 
to clarify the rights and obligations of Mem-
ber States and Sector Members; amend-
ments to increase private sector participation 
in the ITU with the understanding that the 
ITU is to remain an intergovernmental orga-
nization; amendments to strengthen the fi-
nances of the ITU; and amendments to pro-
vide for alternative procedures for the adop-
tion and approval of questions and rec-
ommendations. 

Consistent with longstanding practice in 
the ITU, the United States, in signing the 
1998 amendments, made certain declarations 
and reservations. These declarations and res-
ervations are discussed in the report of the 
Department of State, which is attached here-
to. 

The 1992 Constitution and Convention 
and the 1994 amendments thereto entered 
into force for the United States on October 
26, 1997. The 1998 amendments to the 1992 
Constitution and Convention as amended in 
1994 entered into force on January 1, 2000, 
for those states, which, by that date, had noti-
fied the Secretary General of the ITU of their 
approval thereof. As of the beginning of this 
year, 26 states had notified the Secretary 
General of the ITU of their approval of the 
1998 amendments. 

Subject to the U.S. declarations and res-
ervations mentioned above, I believe the 
United States should ratify the 1998 amend-
ments to the ITU Constitution and Conven-
tion. They will contribute to the ITUs ability 
to adapt to a rapidly changing telecommuni-
cation environment and, in doing so, will 
serve the needs of the United States Govern-
ment and U.S. industry. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to these amend-
ments and that the Senate give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 30, 2003.
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