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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Deployment of 
United States Military Personnel as 
Part of the Kosovo International 
Security Force 
May 14, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of November 

15, 2002, I provided information regarding 
the continued deployment of combat-
equipped U.S. military personnel as the U.S. 
contribution to the NATO-led international 
security force in Kosovo (KFOR) and to 
other countries in the region in support of 
that force. I am providing this supplemental 
report prepared by my Administration, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution 
(Public Law 93–148), to help ensure that the 
Congress is kept fully informed on continued 
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo. 

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. Se-
curity Council authorized member states to 
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis-
sion of KFOR is to provide an international 
security presence in order to deter renewed 
hostilities; verify and, if necessary, enforce 
the terms of the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia; enforce the terms of the 
Undertaking on Demilitarization and Trans-
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation 
Army; provide day-to-day operational direc-
tion to the Kosovo Protection Corps; and 
maintain a safe and secure environment to 
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). 

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR 
in Kosovo is about 2,250 U.S. military per-
sonnel, or approximately 9 percent of 
KFOR’s total strength. Additionally, U.S. 
military personnel occasionally operate from 
Macedonia, Albania, and Greece in support 
of KFOR operations. Nineteen non-NATO 
contributing countries also participate with 
NATO forces in providing military personnel 
and other support personnel to KFOR. 

The U.S. forces are assigned to a sector 
principally centered around Gnjilane in the 
eastern region of Kosovo. For U.S. KFOR 
forces, as for KFOR generally, maintaining 

a safe and secure environment remains the 
primary military task. The KFOR forces op-
erate under NATO command and control 
and rules of engagement. The KFOR coordi-
nates with and supports UNMIK at most lev-
els, provides a security presence in towns, 
villages, and the countryside, and organizes 
checkpoints and patrols in key areas to pro-
vide security, protect minorities, resolve dis-
putes, and help instill in the community a 
feeling of confidence. 

The UNMIK continues to transfer non-re-
served competencies under the Constitu-
tional Framework document to the Kosovar 
Provisional Institutions of Self-Government 
(PISG). The PISG includes the President, 
Prime Minister, and Kosovo Assembly, and 
has been in place since March 2002. Munic-
ipal elections were successfully held for a sec-
ond time in October 2002. 

NATO continues formally to review 
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. These 
reviews provide a basis for assessing current 
force levels, future requirements, force struc-
ture, force reductions, and the eventual with-
drawal of KFOR. NATO has adopted the 
Joint Operations Area plan to regionalize and 
rationalize its force structure in the Balkans. 
The KFOR has transferred full responsibility 
for public safety and policing to the UNMIK 
international and local police forces through-
out Kosovo except in the area of Mitrovica, 
where the responsibility is shared due to se-
curity concerns. The UNMIK international 
police and local police forces have also begun 
to assume responsibility for guarding pat-
rimonial sites and established border-cross-
ing checkpoints. 

The continued deployment of U.S. forces 
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign 
relations and as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued 
support of the Congress in these actions. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate.
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 
May 14, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration 
on the national emergency with respect to 
Iran that was declared in Executive Order 
12170 of November 14, 1979. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 14, 2003.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea 
May 14, 2003

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
our good friend the President of South Korea 
to Washington, DC, and the Oval Office and 
now the Rose Garden. I’ve been really look-
ing forward to this visit. We’ve had several 
phone calls where we’ve discussed important 
issues, and now we’ve had a chance to discuss 
important issues face-to-face. 

I have found the President to be an easy 
man to talk to. He expresses opinions very 
clearly, and it’s easy to understand. One thing 
is for certain: We will work to have the best 
possible relations between our countries, and 
it’s based upon close consultation on a wide 
variety of issues. There’s no question in my 
mind we’ll have the kind of personal relation-
ship where we can—will consult freely to 
solve major problems. 

We of course discussed the need to have 
a nuclear-weapons-free Korean Peninsula. I 
assured the President we will continue to 
work to achieve a peaceful solution. We’re 
making good progress toward achieving that 
peaceful resolution of the issue of the Korean 
Peninsula in regards to North Korea. 

We talked about other issues. One impor-
tant issue is to make sure we continue work-
ing closely on economic issues. I have con-
fidence in regards to the South Korean econ-
omy. I believe South Korea will continue to 
be an engine for economic growth and vital-
ity. And I look forward to working with the 
President to continue to foster very strong 
bilateral relations. 

So, Mr. President, I’m glad you’re here. 
Welcome. 

President Roh. When I left Korea, I had 
both concerns and hopes in my mind. Now, 
after having talked to President Bush, I have 
gotten rid of all my concerns, and now I re-
turn to Korea only with hopes in my mind. 

In a very short period of time, we have 
smoothly reached an agreement. It was not 
even necessary to tell President Bush all the 
logic that I had in mind to convince him be-
fore I came here. President Bush had an ac-
curate idea of what concerned me and what 
were my hopes. And I second to what Presi-
dent Bush has just stated. 

There is one thing that he didn’t mention. 
We have reached agreement that the Korea-
U.S. alliance have been maintaining its 
strength over the past 50 years, and it will 
become only more stronger in the coming 
50 years or even more. And I could think 
of many achievements that we both obtained 
from this meeting, but the most important 
one of those is the fact that President Bush 
and I had a very frank and candid discussion. 
And apart from our national agenda, we also 
built a close, personal friendship. 

I would like to rephrase myself. We have 
reached agreements on many national agen-
da issues, but more importantly, we have be-
come to trust each other and have confidence 
in each other. 

I would like to reiterate my heartfelt 
thanks to President Bush and his aides for 
providing me with this opportunity. Thank 
you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. President Roh 
spoke in Korean, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter.
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