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the discharge of nitrogen oxides from large 
marine diesel engines, governing the sulfur 
content of marine diesel fuel, prohibiting the 
emission of ozone-depleting substances, reg-
ulating the emission of volatile organic com-
pounds during the transfer of cargoes be-
tween tankers and terminals, setting stand-
ards for shipboard incinerators and fuel oil 
quality, and establishing requirements for 
platforms and drilling rigs at sea. 

MARPOL Annex VI is an important step 
toward controlling and preventing emissions 
of harmful air pollutants from ships. U.S. 
ratification of the Protocol of 1997 will dem-
onstrate U.S. commitment to an international 
solution and should hasten the entry into 
force of the Protocol of 1997. Ratification will 
also enhance our ability to work within the 
treaty framework to obtain subsequent 
amendments that will require further reduc-
tions in emissions of nitrogen oxides that are 
now achievable through the use of modern 
control technologies which the United States 
strongly supports. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Protocol 
of 1997 and give its advice and consent to 
ratification, subject to the declarations and 
understanding set out in the accompanying 
report of the Secretary of State. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 15, 2003. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 7678—National 
Hurricane Awareness Week, 2003
May 15, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Destructive winds, tornadoes, torrential 

rains, ocean water storm surges, and flooding 
make hurricanes one of nature’s most ex-
treme hazards. As hurricane season ap-
proaches, Americans who live in hurricane-
prone areas must prepare to help ensure 

their safety and minimize damage to their 
communities. 

Hurricane season officially begins June 1 
and continues through November 30. Ac-
cording to the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), an average of 10 tropical storms 
develop in the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean 
Sea, and Gulf of Mexico, and 6 become hur-
ricanes each year. In the past 2 years alone, 
9 tropical storms and 1 hurricane hit our 
country, causing 54 deaths and more than 
$6 billion in damages. While we cannot stop 
these storms from occurring, we can take 
steps to limit our vulnerability. Being aware 
of the dangers of tropical storms and hurri-
canes and knowing what to do to mitigate 
their devastating effects are our best de-
fenses. 

Federal, State, and local agencies across 
America are working diligently to prepare 
our communities for natural disasters. Begin-
ning this year, NOAA’s hurricane forecasts 
will look 5 days into the future, rather than 
3 days. This enhanced forecasting ability, 
combined with efforts to improve the accu-
racy of hurricane warnings, enables coastal 
residents and emergency personnel to more 
effectively prepare for a storm’s arrival. In 
addition, Federal agencies such as FEMA 
and organizations such as the American Red 
Cross have teamed up with State and local 
agencies, rescue and relief organizations, the 
private sector, and the news media to dis-
tribute information to the public and coordi-
nate efforts before, during, and after a trop-
ical storm or hurricane has struck. 

To help individuals prepare for an ap-
proaching tropical storm or hurricane, 
FEMA recommends practical measures, to 
make sure that homes and businesses are 
ready by developing a plan for what to do; 
securing loose objects and protecting prop-
erty by covering glass with plywood or shut-
ters; and creating a disaster supply kit with 
flashlights, a battery-powered radio, food that 
does not need refrigeration, water, and first 
aid supplies. The National Weather Service 
also encourages acquiring a weather radio 
equipped with the Specific Area Message 
Encoder feature that provides automatic 
alerts when important weather information 
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is issued for an area. For more information 
on how to prepare for the ravages of haz-
ardous weather, you can go to the National 
Weather Service website at 
www.nws.noaa.gov. 

Millions of Americans are at risk of being 
personally affected by a tropical storm or 
hurricane. More than one in six Americans 
in the continental United States lives along 
the Eastern Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico coast, 
and millions of tourists visit these areas annu-
ally. Because of the growing populations in 
coastal areas, it is essential that Americans 
prepare for hurricanes and other natural dis-
asters. During National Hurricane Aware-
ness Week, we promote awareness of these 
weather hazards, organize our efforts, and 
work to improve our ability to endure and 
survive tropical storms and hurricanes. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 18 through 
May 24, 2003, as National Hurricane Aware-
ness Week. I call upon government agencies, 
private organizations, schools, and news 
media in hurricane-prone areas to share in-
formation about hurricane preparedness and 
response in order to help prevent storm dam-
age and save lives. I also call upon Americans 
living in these coastal areas of our Nation 
to use this opportunity to learn more about 
how to protect themselves against the effects 
of hurricanes and tropical storms. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 19, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 16, and it will 
be published in the Federal Register on May 20.

Executive Order 13302—Amending 
Executive Order 13212, Actions To 
Expedite Energy-Related Projects 
May 15, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 60133 of 
title 49, United States Code, and section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Amendments to Executive 
Order 13212. Executive Order 13212 of May 
18, 2001, as amended, is further amended 
by: 

(a) in section 1, immediately before the 
period at the end of the section, insert-
ing ‘‘and projects that will strengthen 
pipeline safety’’; 
(b) in section 2, after ‘‘energy-related 
projects’’ inserting ‘‘(including pipeline 
safety projects)’’; and 
(c) revising section 3 to read as follows: 
‘‘Sec. 3. Interagency Task Force. (a) 
There is established, within the Depart-
ment of Energy for administrative pur-
poses, an interagency task force (Task 
Force) to perform the following func-
tions: (i) monitor and assist the agencies 
in their efforts to expedite their reviews 
of permits or similar actions, as nec-
essary, to accelerate the completion of 
energy-related projects (including pipe-
line safety projects), increase energy 
production and conservation, and im-
prove the transmission of energy; 
(ii) monitor and assist agencies in setting 
up appropriate mechanisms to coordi-
nate Federal, State, tribal, and local per-
mitting in geographic areas where in-
creased permitting activity is expected; 
and 
(iii) perform the functions of the inter-
agency committee for which section 
60133 of title 49, United States Code, 
provides. 
(b)(i) The Task Force shall consist exclu-
sively of the following members: 
(A) in the performance of all Task Force 
functions set out in sections 3(a)(i) and 
(ii) of this order, the Secretaries of State, 
the Treasury, Defense, Agriculture, 
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