
756 June 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

of all such programs, indicating the legal au-
thority for each program and the amount of 
funding in the last 2 fiscal years. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 12, 2003.

Proclamation 7685—National 
Homeownership Month, 2003
June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Homeownership is more than just a sym-

bol of the American Dream; it is an impor-
tant part of our way of life. Core American 
values of individuality, thrift, responsibility, 
and self-reliance are embodied in home-
ownership. I am committed to helping more 
families know the security and sense of pride 
that comes with owning a home. 

The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development is leading an Administration-
wide effort to bring new tools and resources 
to would-be homeowners. We are providing 
financial assistance to qualified families 
through the American Dream Downpayment 
Fund, funding educational programs that 
stress financial literacy, and offering a com-
passionate hand to those who dream of mov-
ing from subsidized housing into home-
ownership. And through the Self-Help 
Homeownership Opportunity Program, my 
Administration partners with nonprofit orga-
nizations that offer homeownership oppor-
tunities to families willing to contribute their 
skills and labor to help build a home of their 
own. We are also proposing ways to make 
it easier to shop for a mortgage and to make 
mortgages available to more families through 
the Federal Housing Administration. 

Today, the United States is fortunate in 
that our homeownership rate is at an all-time 
high, and low interest rates continue to en-
courage millions of Americans to become 
first-time homeowners. Although a record 

number of Americans own their own homes, 
we continue to see a gap between the home-
ownership rates of minorities and nonminori-
ties. By a significant margin, minority fami-
lies are less likely to own their own homes. 
Therefore, I have called upon the entire 
housing industry to join with my Administra-
tion to expand minority homeownership 
across the Nation. Our goal is to help at least 
5.5 million minority families become home-
owners by the end of this decade, and our 
Blueprint for the American Dream Partner-
ship is taking bold steps to make this a reality. 

Across our Nation, every citizen, regard-
less of race, creed, color, or place of birth, 
should have the opportunity to become a 
homeowner. Homeownership represents a 
pathway to pride and prosperity for many 
families, encourages values of responsibility 
and sacrifice, creates stability for neighbor-
hoods and communities, and generates eco-
nomic growth that helps strengthen the en-
tire Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2003 as Na-
tional Homeownership Month. I call upon 
the people of the United States to join me 
in recognizing the importance of offering 
every American the opportunity to realize 
their dream of homeownership and to help 
work towards making that dream a reality. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on June 18.
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Proclamation 7686—Father’s Day, 
2003
June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Fatherhood is one of life’s most chal-

lenging yet fulfilling endeavors. On Father’s 
Day, we honor America’s fathers and express 
our appreciation for all they do to help build 
a strong foundation for our children and our 
Nation. We also reaffirm our commitment 
to supporting fathers and encouraging re-
sponsible fatherhood in our society. 

Fathers have indispensable roles to play 
in the lives of their children: provider, pro-
tector, nurturer, teacher, and friend. Every 
caring father unconditionally loves his sons 
and daughters and strives for the best for his 
children in the future. In seeking to give their 
children the opportunity to succeed, fathers 
offer needed strength, guidance, and dis-
cipline. 

Fathers teach their children many basic 
things in life: how to read a book, throw a 
ball, tie a necktie, ride a bike, or drive a car. 
More importantly, they also help instill time-
honored values in their children, such as hard 
work, respect, honesty, and good citizenship. 
Through their words, actions, and sacrifices, 
fathers play an important role in shaping the 
characters of their sons and daughters. 

The time and attention that a father gives 
to a child is irreplaceable—there is no sub-
stitute for the involvement and commitment 
of a responsible father. Not only are fathers 
essential to the healthy development of chil-
dren, they also influence the strength of fam-
ilies and the stability of communities. 

For this reason, our Government is work-
ing to help fathers succeed in this chal-
lenging, but life-affirming, role. Over the last 
2 years, my Administration has taken impor-
tant steps to promote responsible fatherhood 
and encourage community-based initiatives 
that help them fulfill their important roles. 
We are working to provide funds for healthy 
marriage and parenting education and for 
community mentoring programs to help fa-
thers become more engaged and involved in 
their children’s lives. 

This Father’s Day, we recognize the many 
fathers who are heroes and role models for 
their children, and we encourage more men 
to fulfill this responsibility by loving their 
sons and daughters with all their heart and 
demonstrating this love daily. By working to-
gether to encourage America’s fathers, we 
can strengthen our society and help ensure 
the well-being of all our children. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
in accordance with a joint resolution of the 
Congress approved April 24, 1972, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 
15, 2003, as Father’s Day. I encourage all 
Americans to express love, admiration, and 
thanks to their fathers for their contributions 
to our lives and to society. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the Government to display 
the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on this day. I also call upon 
State and local governments and citizens to 
observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on June 18.

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
June 13, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
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