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Proclamation 7686—Father’s Day, 
2003
June 13, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Fatherhood is one of life’s most chal-

lenging yet fulfilling endeavors. On Father’s 
Day, we honor America’s fathers and express 
our appreciation for all they do to help build 
a strong foundation for our children and our 
Nation. We also reaffirm our commitment 
to supporting fathers and encouraging re-
sponsible fatherhood in our society. 

Fathers have indispensable roles to play 
in the lives of their children: provider, pro-
tector, nurturer, teacher, and friend. Every 
caring father unconditionally loves his sons 
and daughters and strives for the best for his 
children in the future. In seeking to give their 
children the opportunity to succeed, fathers 
offer needed strength, guidance, and dis-
cipline. 

Fathers teach their children many basic 
things in life: how to read a book, throw a 
ball, tie a necktie, ride a bike, or drive a car. 
More importantly, they also help instill time-
honored values in their children, such as hard 
work, respect, honesty, and good citizenship. 
Through their words, actions, and sacrifices, 
fathers play an important role in shaping the 
characters of their sons and daughters. 

The time and attention that a father gives 
to a child is irreplaceable—there is no sub-
stitute for the involvement and commitment 
of a responsible father. Not only are fathers 
essential to the healthy development of chil-
dren, they also influence the strength of fam-
ilies and the stability of communities. 

For this reason, our Government is work-
ing to help fathers succeed in this chal-
lenging, but life-affirming, role. Over the last 
2 years, my Administration has taken impor-
tant steps to promote responsible fatherhood 
and encourage community-based initiatives 
that help them fulfill their important roles. 
We are working to provide funds for healthy 
marriage and parenting education and for 
community mentoring programs to help fa-
thers become more engaged and involved in 
their children’s lives. 

This Father’s Day, we recognize the many 
fathers who are heroes and role models for 
their children, and we encourage more men 
to fulfill this responsibility by loving their 
sons and daughters with all their heart and 
demonstrating this love daily. By working to-
gether to encourage America’s fathers, we 
can strengthen our society and help ensure 
the well-being of all our children. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
in accordance with a joint resolution of the 
Congress approved April 24, 1972, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 
15, 2003, as Father’s Day. I encourage all 
Americans to express love, admiration, and 
thanks to their fathers for their contributions 
to our lives and to society. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the Government to display 
the flag of the United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on this day. I also call upon 
State and local governments and citizens to 
observe this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., June 17, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on June 18.

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
June 13, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–26

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
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of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of 
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving 
our embassy to Jerusalem. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Iraq 
June 13, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Authorization for Use 

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 
2002 (Public Law 107–243), the Authoriza-
tion for the Use of Force Against Iraq Reso-
lution (Public Law 102–1), and in order to 
keep the Congress fully informed, I am pro-
viding a report prepared by my Administra-
tion. This report includes matters relating to 
post-liberation Iraq under section 7 of the 
Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–
338). 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
An original was not available for verification of 
the content of this letter.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

June 7
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing at Camp David, MD. 

June 8
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 

June 9
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Jose 
Maria Aznar of Spain to discuss the situation 
in Iraq, President Bush’s recent trip to Eu-
rope and the Middle East, peace efforts in 
the Middle East, Iran’s nuclear program, and 
Europe-U.S. relations. Later, he had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Republican congressional leaders to discuss 
pending appropriations bills. 

During the day, the President dropped by 
a meeting between National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice and Deputy Prime Min-
ister Lal Krishna Advani of India. 

The White House announced that the 
President will host the annual U.S.-European 
Union Summit in Washington, DC, on June 
25. 

June 10
In the morning, the President had intel-

ligence and FBI briefings. Later, in the Oval 
Office, he met with Prime Minister Thaksin 
Chinnawat of Thailand to discuss the war on 
terror, trade, and the upcoming Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation meeting in Bangkok. 

In the afternoon, the President and Presi-
dent Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of Uganda at-
tended a performance of the Watoto Chil-
dren’s Choir of Uganda in the Rose Garden. 
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