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NoTE: The President spoke at 6:33 p.m. at the
driving range of the Oconee Course at the Ritz-
Carlton Lodge, Reynolds Plantation. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Sonny Perdue of Geor-
gia; Jamie and Harold Reynolds, co-owners, Rey-
nolds Plantation; and Fred Cooper, Georgia State
finance chairman, Bush-Cheney campaign. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 21, 2003

Good morning. Ten weeks have passed
since the fall of the Iragi regime. Since that
time, our work in Iraq has focused on two
goals. First, we are working to make Iraq se-
cure for its citizens and our military. Second,
we are working to improve the lives of the
Iraqi people after three decades of tyranny
and oppression.

Making Iraq secure is vitally important for
both Iraqi citizens and our own forces. The
men and women of our military face a con-
tinuing risk of danger and sacrifice in Iraq.
Dangerous pockets of the old regime remain
loyal to it, and they, along with their terrorist
allies, are behind deadly attacks designed to
kill and intimidate coalition forces and inno-
cent Iraqis.

Our military is acting decisively against
these threats. In Operation Peninsula Strike
and Operation Desert Scorpion, our forces
have targeted Ba’ath party loyalists and ter-
rorist organizations. In Baghdad, more than
28,000 American combat forces and military
police are enforcing the law and arresting
criminals. We are also training Iragis to begin
policing their own cities.

As we establish order and justice in Iraq,
we also continue to pursue Saddam Hussein’s
weapons of mass destruction. Military and in-
telligence officials are interviewing scientists
with knowledge of Saddam Hussein’s weap-
ons programs and are poring over hundreds
of thousands of documents.

For more than a decade, Saddam Hussein
went to great lengths to hide his weapons
from the world. And in the regime’s final
days, documents and suspected weapons
sites were looted and burned. Yet all who
know the dictator’s history agree that he pos-
sessed chemical and biological weapons and
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that he used chemical weapons in the past.
The intelligence services of many nations
concluded that he had illegal weapons, and
the regime refused to provide evidence they
had been destroyed. We are determined to
discover the true extent of Saddam Hussein’s
weapons programs, no matter how long it
takes.

To date, the United States has provided
Iraq with more than $700 million in humani-
tarian and reconstruction assistance. This
month, the World Food Program is distrib-
uting food rations to about 25 million Iragis.
America and our partners are also repairing
water treatment plants to provide more clean
water. Each week, through our efforts, more
electricity is made available to more people
throughout the country. And after years of
neglect, Iraq’s 4.2 million children under the
age of 5 are receiving vaccinations against
diseases such as polio, measles, and tuber-
culosis.

Irag’s long-term success also depends on
economic development. Our administrator in
Iraq has announced a $100 million fund to
pay Iragis to repair buildings and utilities.
Billions of dollars taken from Iraqgis by a cor-
rupt regime have been recovered and will
be spent on reconstruction projects. Iraq is
already in the process of selling oil on world
markets, which will bring in much-needed
revenue to help the Iragi people. This week,
the port at Umm Qasar opened to commer-
cial traffic, and Baghdad International Air-
port is expected to reopen next month.

For the first time in over a decade, Iraq
will soon be open to the world. And the influ-
ence of progress in Iraq will be felt through-
out the Middle East. Over time, a free Gov-
ernment in Iraq will demonstrate that liberty
can flourish in that region.

American servicemembers continue to risk
their lives to ensure the liberation of Iraq.
I'm grateful for their service, and so are the
Iraqi people. Many Iraqis are experiencing
the joys and responsibilities of freedom for
the first time in their lives. And they are
unafraid. As one Iragi man said, “We are
ready to rebuild our country.” For the people
of free Iraq, the road ahead holds great chal-
lenges. Yet at every turn, they will have
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friendship and support from the United
States of America.
Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 10 a.m. on
June 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 21. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. In his remarks, the
President referred to former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; and L. Paul Bremer III, Presi-
dential Envoy to Iraq. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks to the Biotechnology
Industry Organization Conference

June 23, 2003

Thanks a lot. Welcome to the Nation’s
Capital, and thanks for having me drop by.

I knew Tommy was here when I saw his
Harley Davidson parked out front. [Laugh-
ter] So I just put my Segway right next to
it. [Laughter]

It is a pleasure to be with so many leaders
in such a vital industry. Each of you is car-
rying on the incredible work began some 50
years ago by Doctors Watson and Crick.
Since then, biotechnology is advancing
knowledge and relieving suffering. In the
years to come, the contributions of your in-
dustry will help us to win the war on terror,
will help us fight hunger around the world,
and will help us to save countless lives with
new medicines.

My administration is committed to work-
ing with your industry so that the great pow-
ers of biotechnology can serve the true inter-
ests of our Nation and mankind.

Tommy Thompson is the Secretary of
Health and Human Services. He is the point
man for this administration on biotechnology
and other matters of national health. And he
is doing a fantastic job for America. Thank
you, buddy.

I want to thank Carl Feldbaum for inviting
me and inviting you. I want to thank the—
and welcome the Premiers and Ministers and
Ambassadors and distinguished guests from
around the world who are here today. I want
to thank the Members of Congress who are
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here. Some of our Nation’s Governors have
joined us today.

I understand the Mayor is here. I always
like to see the Mayor and remind him that
potholes in front of the White House need
to be repaired on a regular basis. [Laughter]

I appreciate my Commissioner, the man
I named to head the Food and Drug Admin-
istration, Mark McClellan, for his service to
the country.

The biotechnology industry finds itself on
the frontlines of some of the great challenges
of our time. The first challenge is the need
to fight terror. All of us know the great possi-
bilities of modern science when it is guided
by good and humane purposes. We under-
stand as well the terrible harm that science
can do in the hands of evil people.

On September the 11th, 2001, the world
saw what terrorists could do with commercial
airliners turned into weapons of mass mur-
der. We know that our enemies have ambi-
tions to acquire and use biological, chemical,
and nuclear weapons. We will not sit idly by
as these threats gather, and we will continue
to act before dangers are upon us. The most
direct way, the best way of removing threats
to our country, is to eliminate them at their
source. And that’s what the United States of
America has done and we will do by waging
a focused, relentless effort to hunt down any
terrorist that would harm the United States
of America and our citizens.

And we’re making progress. We have cap-
tured or killed many key leaders of Al Qaida.
And the other one knows we’re hot on their
trail. In Afghanistan and Iraq, we gave ulti-
matums to terror regimes. Those regimes
chose defiance, and those regimes are no
more.

As we take the battle to the enemy, we
must always remember where the battle
began: here in our own country. So we've
reorganized Government to defend the
homeland, with greater security at our bor-
ders and ports, with more screeners at air-
ports, and the Nation’s first environmental
sensors, a network of labs to quickly detect
a biological attack.

A key part of our all-out effort to prepare
for the threat of bioterror is what this admin-
istration has called Project BioShield. I have
proposed that our Government spend nearly
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