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that country to found a just and representa-
tive government as promised. Our goal is a
swift transition to Iragi control of their own
affairs. People of Irag will be secure, and the
people of Irag will run their own country.

At present, 230,000 Americans are serving
inside or near Iraq. Our whole Nation, espe-
cially their families, recognizes that our peo-
ple in uniform face continuing danger. We
appreciate their service under difficult cir-
cumstances and their willingness to fight for
American security and lragi freedom. As
Commander in Chief, | assure them, we will
stay on the offensive against the enemy. And
all who attack our troops will be met with
direct and decisive force.

As America fights our war against terror,
we will continue to depend on the skill and
the courage of our volunteer military. In
these last 22 months, our Armed Forces have
been tested and tested again. In every case,
in every mission, America’s service men and
women have brought credit to the uniform,
to our flag, and to our country. We have
needed you, and you have never let us down.

I want to thank you for keeping your
pledge of duty to America, and thank you
for renewing that demanding pledge today.

And now, General Myers will administer
the oath of enlistment in the Armed Forces
of the United States. May God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan; senior Al Qaida associates Abu Bakr Al Azdi
and Abu Musab Al Zargawi; and former President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Proclamation 7690—30th
Anniversary of the All-Volunteer
Force

July 1, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our history, members of the
United States Armed Forces have inspired
our citizens with their bravery, honor, and
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dedication. Our Nation continues to be
grateful for the courageous men and women
who have demonstrated extraordinary patri-
otism in choosing to help defend America
and the cause of freedom.

For the last 30 years, we have been fortu-
nate to have a military composed entirely of
volunteers. When our country’s All-Volun-
teer Force was born on July 1, 1973, no com-
parable military in the world operated on a
fully volunteer basis. Throughout most of the
20th century, the majority of our Armed
Forces personnel were drafted, serving our
Nation in both World Wars, the Korean con-
flict, and Vietnam. In the late 1960s, the
American public’s dissatisfaction with the
draft prompted President Richard Nixon to
establish The President’s Commission on an
All-Volunteer Armed Force. After studying
whether to retain the draft or establish a vol-
unteer military, the Commission concluded
that a volunteer force would be economically
viable and potentially more effective. After
much debate, the Nixon Administration and
the Congress allowed the authority for the
draft to lapse, and the All-Volunteer Force
was created.

Since that time, our volunteer Armed
Forces personnel have upheld the finest tra-
ditions of our military and our country.
Today, more than 1.4 million men and
women choose to serve on active duty, along
with nearly 880,000 members of the National
Guard and Reserves. These volunteer sol-
diers helped to win the Cold War, turn back
aggression during the Persian Gulf War, keep
the peace in the former Yugoslavia, liberate
oppressed people in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and defend freedom around the world.

As we look toward the future of our coun-
try and our military, our Nation gives thanks
for the prowess of our military, and we re-
main committed to providing our service
men and women with the tools and training
they need to continue to be the best in the
world. On the celebration of the 30th anni-
versary of our All-Volunteer Force, | join
Americans in thanking these brave men and
women for choosing to serve in defense of
the Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 1, 2003, as
the 30th Anniversary of the All-Volunteer
Force. | call upon all Americans to join me
in recognizing this anniversary with heartfelt
thanks and continued support for the men
and women who defend our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this first day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45a.m., July 3, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 7.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Peacekeeping Operations

July 1, 2003

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I transmit herewith the 2002 Annual Re-
port to the Congress on Peacekeeping, pre-
pared by my Administration, consistent with
section 4 of the United Nations Participation
Act (Public Law 79-264), as amended.

United Nations and other peacekeeping
operations around the world helped the
United States protect our interests, and en-
sured that other nations shared with us the
burdens, risks, and costs of maintaining inter-
national stability. In 2002, my Administration
worked closely with the United Nations and
key member states to promote sound peace-
keeping policies, realistic mandates, and ap-
propriately sized missions.

I will continue to work with the Congress
to ensure that peacekeeping, under the right
circumstances, remains a viable option for
maintaining international peace and security.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: ldentical letters were sent to Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations, John W. Warner, chairman, Senate
Committee on Armed Services, Ted Stevens,
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations,
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Henry J. Hyde, chairman, House Committee on
International Relations, C.W. Bill Young, chair-
man, House Committee on Appropriations, and
Duncan Hunter, chairman, House Committee on
Armed Services.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Sanctions Under the
Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act

July 1, 2003

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I hereby report, pursuant to section 804(d)
of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designa-
tion Act, 21 U.S.C. 1903(d) (the “Kingpin
Act”), on the status of sanctions imposed
upon significant foreign narcotics traffickers
designated this year.

On May 29, 2003, | designated the fol-
lowing seven foreign persons and entities as
appropriate for sanctions, and subsequently
imposed sanctions against them, under the
Kingpin Act:

Juan Jose Esparragoza Moreno

Jose Albino Quintero Meraz

Hector Luis Palma Salazar

United Wa State Army

Leonardo Dias Mendonca

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de
Colombia, “FARC")

United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia
(Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia,
“AUC")

Attached is individual background infor-
mation on each of the above foreign persons
and entities. Each individual and entity is
now subject to all of the sanctions authorized
under the Kingpin Act. As a result, United
States persons are prohibited from engaging
in financial transactions and conducting busi-
ness with these individuals. In addition, any
assets within the United States or within the
possession or control of United States per-
sons that are owned or controlled by signifi-
cant foreign narcotics traffickers are blocked.
Finally, significant foreign narcotics traf-
fickers and immediate family members who
have knowingly benefited from their illicit ac-
tivity will be denied visas for entry into the
United States. While all of the sanctions are
currently in effect, to date 1 have not been
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