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program to mitigate the human resources 
constraints. 

Our country, together with Namibia, has 
also been given special treatment under the 
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, AGOA. 
In spite of the fact that Botswana graduated 
from the least-developed-country status sev-
eral years ago, you, Mr. President, gave us 
a special dispensation which allows us to use 
third-country fabrics to produce textile goods 
for export to the U.S. market. 

I am happy to say that, as in many other 
African countries, many jobs have been cre-
ated for Botswana. We deeply appreciate 
your decision and are determined to maxi-
mize the benefits under this dispensation. 

The assistance and cooperation we have 
received clearly demonstrates that in the 
United States, Botswana has a true and de-
pendable partner. Mr. President, we also 
welcome your administration’s encourage-
ment of and collaboration with your country’s 
private sector in the fight against the HIV/
AIDS pandemic in sub-Saharan Africa as a 
whole and in Botswana in particular. 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, may 
I now ask you to join me in drinking a toast 
to the continued good health and happiness 
of the President of the United States, Mr. 
George W. Bush, and First Lady, Mrs. Laura 
Bush, to continued friendship and coopera-
tion between Botswana and the United 
States of America, and of course, to inter-
national peace and security for which the 
President stands. 

To the President. 
[At this point, the participants drank a toast.] 

President Mogae. Pula! 
Audience members. Pula! 
President Mogae. Pula! 
Audience members. Pula! 
President Bush. Well, thank you very 

much, Mr. President, for your warm words 
of welcome and for your friendship and your 
hospitality. And thank you, Madam First 
Lady, as well for the hospitality that you’ve 
shown Laura and me. We’re delighted to 
make our first visit to Botswana and to see 
the vast and rich beauty of your country. 

The United States and Botswana share 
many beliefs. We believe that democratic 
government provides the best protections for 
human dignity. We believe that political and 

economic liberty go together and that pros-
perity is another word for economic freedom. 
Botswana is known for the strength of your 
democracy and for the vigor of your econ-
omy. And that’s a tribute to the leadership 
of President Mogae and his administration. 
You have demonstrated, sir, sound economic 
management and fiscal discipline and a com-
mitment to free market principles. You have 
shown that you can build a nation’s pros-
perity and transform the lives of its people. 
And your trade policies, Mr. President, are 
also ensuring strong commerce between Bot-
swana and the United States, which will only 
grow in years ahead. 

Botswana is also directly confronting HIV/
AIDS and taking bold steps to overcome this 
crisis. We applaud your leadership. The peo-
ple of this nation have the courage and the 
resolve to defeat this disease, and you will 
have a partner in the United States of Amer-
ica. My country is acting to help all of Africa 
in turning the tide against AIDS. This is the 
deadliest enemy Africa has ever faced, and 
you will not face this enemy alone. 

Together, our two nations are determined 
to build an Africa that is growing in peace, 
in prosperity, and in hope. So let us toast 
to the enduring friendship between the 
United States and the Republic of Botswana. 

Mr. President, to your health and to your 
country’s success. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
12:30 p.m. at the Gaborone International Conven-
tion Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Bar-
bara Mogae, wife of President Mogae. President 
Mogae referred to Chief Justice Julian Nganunu 
of Botswana’s High Court; and Deputy Speaker 
of the Botswana National Assembly Bahiti 
Temane.
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President Museveni. So here is your 
chance to see the heart of Africa, because 
from where we are to Cape Town is about 
51⁄2 hours by plane. From here to Alexandria 
is 5 hours. From here to Senegal is 7 hours 
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by plane. From here to the Indian Ocean 
is 3 hours. To reach the center of the con-
tinent is only 2 hours. And no tour will be 
complete—[inaudible]. 

But we are most grateful that—[inaudi-
ble]—support, the financial support. But 
most important, the opening of the markets, 
because when somebody buys what I 
produce, he is giving me a little support. 
Why? First of all, he is giving me money—
[inaudible]—because once I produce is a 
great example. 

So we are very, very grateful you are help-
ing, United States. Thank you so much. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Mr. 
President, thank you for your hospitality. We 
have come at your invitation to herald your 
leadership. You have been a strong advocate 
of free trade because you understand the 
benefits of trade. My administration supports 
AGOA and the promises and opportunities 
that AGOA brings. You have been a strong 
leader in helping to resolve regional disputes. 
I want to thank you for that leadership. 

And your country, as you noted, is strategi-
cally located in the heart of Africa. And 
therefore, you’re drawn into a lot disputes. 
And you’ve done an excellent job of using 
your prestige and your position to help re-
solve those disputes. And we—I will continue 
to work with you to bring peace on the con-
tinent. 

And finally, Mr. President, you have been 
a world leader, not just a leader on the con-
tinent of Africa but a world leader in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. You have shown the 
world what is possible in terms of reducing 
infection rates. You have been honest and 
open about the AIDS pandemic and, there-
fore, have led your people to seek prevention 
and treatment and help and love. 

And so Mr. President, we come to herald 
your leadership and to assure you and to as-
sure the people of Uganda that when it 
comes to the struggle against hopelessness 
and poverty and disease, that you’ve got a 
friend in the United States. Thank you very 
much, sir. 

President Museveni. Thank you. 
Assistant Press Secretary Reed Dick-

ens. Thank you all. 
Q. Mr. President, can you take a question, 

sir, on the——

Assistant Press Secretary Dickens. 
Thank you all. 

Ugandan Spokesperson. Those—you 
had the statements from our two Presidents. 
And actually we are asking you that you re-
port what you’ve seen here. So we are 
pleased, really——

State of the Union Address 
Q. With all due respect, Mr. President, can 

you take a question, sir? 
President Bush. Sure. 
Q. Why—can you explain how an erro-

neous piece of intelligence on the Iraq-Niger 
connection got into your State of the Union 
speech? Are you upset about it, and should 
somebody be held accountable, sir? 

President Bush. I gave a speech to the 
Nation that was cleared by the intelligence 
services. And it was a speech that detailed 
to the American people the dangers posed 
by the Saddam Hussein regime. And my 
Government took the appropriate response 
to those dangers. And as a result, the world 
is going to be more secure and more peace-
ful. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3 
p.m. at the Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at The AIDS Support 
Organisation Centre in Entebbe 
July 11, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated, unless you 
don’t have a chair. [Laughter] Thank you so 
much for the gracious welcome. And I want 
to thank the people of Uganda for such a 
warm welcome for Laura and me. We love 
being here. I’m really glad we came. 

I want to thank the President for his hospi-
tality, and the First Lady, I want to thank 
you for your hospitality as well. 

This is such a land of hope in the heart 
of Africa, is the best way to describe it. And 
I bring with me the good wishes of the Amer-
ican people to the citizens of Uganda. 

I’m especially thankful to the staff and vol-
unteers of TASO. I appreciate you, Dr. Alex. 
Thank you for your tour and your hospitality. 
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