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Terrorism and Resolution of Issues

Q. Mr. President, Mr. President——

Q. Mr. President, Mr. President——

President Bush. Wait, wait, wait. It's best
if we only have one question at a time.

Q. Mr. President, do you think that——

Q. Do you think that——

President Bush. Ladies first.

Prime Minister Abbas. Ladies first, okay.
[Laughter]

Q. When you speak to Palestinians, they're
saying that the biggest problems they have
now are the 160 Israel checkpoints that are
suffocating the Palestinian community. Did
you get any guarantees from Mr. President
that he will pressure Israel in removing these
checkpoints?

And Mr. President, you said the settle-
ments are an obstacle for peace. Will you
pressure Israel to stop the settlement activ-
ity? When and how?

President Bush. Well, let me start, and
then you can end.

Prime Minister Abbas. Please.

President Bush. We'll let my guest end.
| just told you that we brought this issue up.
I've constantly spoken out about the end of
settlements. | have done so consistently. It's
very important for us to continue to earn the
confidence of each other. And I'm going to
tell you pointblank that we must make sure
that any terrorist activity is rooted out in
order for us to be able to deal with these
big issues.

Nobody is going to accept a situation in
which they become less secure, whether it
be the Palestinian people or the Israeli peo-
ple. Security is the essential roadblock to
achieving the roadmap to peace. And the rea-
son I'm confident that we can achieve sub-
stantial progress and achieve the vision of two
states living by side by side in peace is be-
cause | believe that the Prime Minister and
his team is interested in routing out terror.

And so to answer your question, the more
progress there’s made on terror, the more
progress there will be made on difficult
issues.

Prime Minister Abbas. The issue of the
checkpoints between various Palestinian
towns and villages was one of the issues that
basically was discussed with the President.
As he mentioned, we discussed a wide variety
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of issues. We discussed issues of settlements,
the issue of the wall, the issue of prisoners,
and others, including the checkpoints. We
feel that the President is paying attention to
all these issues, and we believe that he will
raise those issues with the upcoming visit of
Prime Minister Sharon.

President Bush. Thank you all very much.

Q. We need three questions—we’re mak-
ing a news conference.

President Bush. Thank you very much.

That'’s Bill Plante of CBS, an old veteran,
constantly willing to express his opinion.

Thank you for your opinion.

NoTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:05 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel; President Charles Tay-
lor of Liberia; and Finance Minister Salam Fayyad
and Minister of State for Security Affairs Moham-
med Dahlan of the Palestinian Authority. During
the question-and-answer session, some reporters
asked their questions in Arabic, and Prime Min-
ister Abbas responded in Arabic, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Death of
Colin McMillan

July 25, 2003

Laura and | are saddened by the death
of our good friend Colin McMiillan. Colin was
a public servant and patriot who served his
country and State as a marine, State legis-
lator, Assistant Secretary of Defense, com-
munity leader, and successful businessman.
We send our condolences and prayers to his
wife, children, and friends.

Proclamation 7693—Parents’ Day,
2003

July 25, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Children are a daily reminder of the bless-
ings and responsibilities of life and a source
of joy, pride, and fulfillment. Parents, step-
parents, adoptive parents, and foster parents
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have the important responsibility of pro-
viding for, protecting, nurturing, teaching,
and loving their children. On Parents’ Day,
we honor America’s mothers and fathers and
celebrate the values that bind families from
one generation to the next and help define
us as a Nation.

As a child’s first teachers, parents are the
most influential and effective instructors in
a child’'s life. Through their words, actions,
and sacrifices, parents are living examples for
children. Young boys and girls watch their
parents closely and imitate their behavior.
Parents play a critical role in instilling re-
sponsibility, integrity, and other life lessons
that shape the lives of America’s future lead-
ers.

My Administration is committed to sup-
porting our Nation’s families. We are work-
ing with faith-based and community organi-
zations to promote healthy marriages, re-
sponsible parenting, and education. And we
are committed to fully funding and sup-
porting the Promoting Safe and Stable Fami-
lies Program, which helps strengthen family
bonds, promote adoption, and provide help
for vulnerable children across our country.

Volunteer service is one way parents can
spend time with their children while encour-
aging them to learn the value of helping oth-
ers. The USA Freedom Corps’ “How | Spent
My Summer” initiative includes volunteer
opportunities where parents and children can
work together to meet the needs of their
communities. This initiative offers ideas such
as collecting food for local food banks or
school supplies for children in need. In addi-
tion, families can volunteer at one of our Na-
tion’s parks or recreation areas creating trails,
assisting with archeological digs, or building
and restoring houses. Teaching by example,
parents can help their children become re-
sponsible citizens.

Parenting is one of the most rewarding and
challenging endeavors in life. On this special
day, we recognize the hard work and compas-
sion of America’s parents and celebrate the
mothers and fathers who are positive role
models for their children. | encourage par-
ents to spend more time reading, talking, and
volunteering with their children. I also urge
parents to share the joys and wisdom of par-
enthood with new families in their commu-
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nities and those planning families for the fu-
ture.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103-
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 27, 2003, as Parents’ Day. | encour-
age all Americans to express their respect and
appreciation to parents everywhere for their
contributions to their children, families, com-
munities, and our Nation. | also call upon
citizens to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., July 29, 2003]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 30.

Executive Order 13309—
Amendments to Executive Order
12994, and Renaming the President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation
As the President’s Committee for
People With Intellectual Disabilities

July 25, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
change the name of the “President’s Com-
mittee on Mental Retardation” to the “Presi-
dent’'s Committee for People with Intellec-
tual Disabilities” (the “Committee”) and ex-
pand the membership of the Committee, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The President’'s Committee on
Mental Retardation is hereby renamed the
President’s Committee for People with Intel-
lectual Disabilities.

Sec. 2. Executive Order 12994 of March
21, 1996, is hereby amended by deleting the
words “mental retardation” and inserting the
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