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prepared for a longer and larger deployment
of American forces there?

The President. Well, one of the things
that’s happening is that international forces
are now coming into lrag. There’s a signifi-
cant reconstruction effort going on in which
other nations besides the United States and
our initial coalition partners are participating.

In other words, there is an international
effort going on that will help Iraq reconstruct
itself and help Iraq develop into a peaceful,
democratic country. And that’s in our coun-
try’s interest, that Irag become a peaceful,
free, democratic country. Part of the war on
terror is to promote freedom in the Middle
East. | like to remind people that a free Iraq
will no longer serve as a haven for terrorists
or as a place for terrorists to get money or
arms. A free Irag will make the Middle East
a more peaceful place, and a peaceful Middle
East is important to the security of the
United States.

Listen, I've got to go. Thank you. I hope
you all have a wonderful morning.

First Lady Laura Bush/President’s
Vacation

Q. How’s the First Lady?

The President. She’s great. Thanks. She
actually suggested maybe bringing the press
corps out to the ranch. Her idea.

Q. Good idea.

The President. What?

Q. Good idea.

The President. Well—

Q. What is she keeping busy with?

The President. You know, she's—you’ll
see, if you ever get out there, that she’s got
a lot of wildflowers. And she’s restoring a lot
of the area around the house, the native
grasses. By the way, we've got quail back—
bobwhite quail has now returned around our
house. It wasn’t there when we first bought
the place. And because the grasses have been
restored, we've got a nice little family of
bobwhites. It’s a fantastic experience to hear
them call in the morning.

My friend Blossman caught about a 6-
pound bass yesterday. So the bass are grow-
ing, and they're getting healthy. Life out
there at the ranch is just fine. It gets a little
toasty about 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon,
though.
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Thank you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 6:40 a.m. at the
Fina gas station. In his remarks, he referred to
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag. A re-
porter referred to Office and Management and
Budget Director Joshua B. Bolten. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on the Bombing of the
United Nations Headquarters in
Baghdad, Iraq, in Crawford

August 19, 2003

Today in Baghdad, terrorists turned their
violence against the United Nations. The
U.N. personnel and Iraqi citizens killed in
the bombing were in that country on a purely
humanitarian mission. Men and women in
the targeted building were working on recon-
struction, medical care for Iragis. They were
there to help with the distribution of food.
A number have been killed or injured. And
to those who suffer, | extend the sympathy
of the American people.

A short time ago, | spoke with Ambassador
Bremer and directed him to provide all pos-
sible assistance to the rescue and recovery
effort at the United Nations headquarters.
I also spoke to Secretary-General Kofi Annan
about the personal loss the U.N. has suffered,
about the assistance my country has offered,
and about the vital work in Irag that con-
tinues.

The terrorists who struck today have again
shown their contempt for the innocent. They
showed their fear of progress and their ha-
tred of peace. They are the enemies of the
Iraqgi people. They are the enemies of every
nation that seeks to help the Iragi people.
By their tactics and their targets, these mur-
derers reveal themselves once more as en-
emies of the civilized world.

Every sign of progress in Irag adds to the
desperation of the terrorists and the rem-
nants of Saddam’s brutal regime. The civ-
ilized world will not be intimidated, and
these killers will not determine the future
of Irag. The Iraqi people have been liberated
from a dictator. Iraq is on a irreversible
course toward self-government and peace.
And America and our friends in the United
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Nations will stand with the Iraqi people as
they reclaim their Nation and their future.

Iragi people face a challenge, and they
face a choice. The terrorists want to return
to the days of torture chambers and mass
graves. The Iragis who want peace and free-
dom must reject them and fight terror. And
the United States and many in the world will
be there to help them.

All nations of the world face a challenge
and a choice. By attempting to spread chaos
and fear, terrorists are testing our will. Across
the world, they are finding that our will can-
not be shaken. We will persevere through
every hardship. We will continue this war on
terror until the killers are brought to justice,
and we will prevail.

May God bless the souls who have been
harmed in Iraq. Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to L.
Paul Bremer 111, Presidential Envoy to Iraq; Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations;
and former President Saddam Hussein of Irag.

Statement on the Death of United
Nations Special Representative for
Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello

August 19, 2003

I was deeply saddened to hear of Sergio
Vieira de Mello’s death at the hand of terror-
ists in Iraq. Special Representative Vieira de
Mello committed his life to advancing the
cause of human rights, most recently as U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
When Secretary-General Annan asked him
to take a leave of absence from those duties
to work in Irag, he agreed without hesitation.
Just as he selflessly coordinated international
efforts in East Timor and Kosovo, Mr. de
Mello was helping the Iragi people move
down the path towards a democratic country
governed by the rule of law. My deepest con-
dolences go to his family and to the people
of Brazil, who have lost one of their finest
public servants.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Luncheon in Portland, Oregon
August 21, 2003

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please
be seated. Thanks for the warm welcome and
the cool day. It seems the temperature is a
little better here than it is in Crawford.
[Laughter] But I want to thank you all for
coming. | am so honored that we have set
a record today, a record fundraiser, which
indicates the depth of support here in Or-
egon, for which I am most grateful. 1 want
to thank you for what you have done; I want
to thank you for what you're going to do,
which is to energize the grassroots all across
this important State, to put up the signs and
to mail out the mailers, but most importantly,
to remind people that | have a vision that
includes everybody, a vision that is hopeful
and optimistic, a vision that believes in the
best of America.

I want you to know that I'm getting ready
for the coming campaign. I'm loosening up.
[Laughter] But there’s going to be ample
time for politics, because I've got a job to
do. I got a lot on the agenda. But I want
you to know that I will continue to work hard
to earn the confidence of every American by
keeping this Nation secure and strong and
prosperous and free.

My main regret for coming here is the fact
that I’'m not traveling with the First Lady.
She is a great First Lady. I love her dearly.
I’'m proud to call her wife, and | already miss
her. But she’s in San Antonio, Texas, today.
She’s honoring a friend of ours, and she’s
working on a library event. But I'll be with
her on the ranch Friday night and continuing
our period of relaxation before we get back
to the Nation’s Capital. But it's a great com-
fort to have her by my side.

I'm also proud to call Gordon Smith
friend. He's a great United States Senator.
And | appreciate so much working with my
friend Congressman Greg Walden as well.
After this event here, we're going to a dif-
ferent part of your beautiful State to talk
about a Healthy Forest Initiative, a common-
sense policy to do everything we can to thin
out the forest beds so that we can prevent
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