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child with all your heart and all your soul. 
If you’re worried about the quality of the 
education in the community in which you 
live, you’re responsible for doing something 
about it. If you’re a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, you’re responsible for telling the truth 
to your shareholders and your employees. 

And in the new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourself. The 
culture of service and the culture of responsi-
bility is growing around us. I started what 
we call the USA Freedom Corps to encour-
age Americans to extend a compassionate 
hand to neighbors in need, and the response 
has been strong. People have heard the call 
to serve our country. 

Our charities are strong. Our faith-based 
efforts are vibrant. People are being healed 
because fellow Americans are serving our 
Nation by loving somebody. Policemen and 
firefighters and people who wear our Na-
tion’s uniform are constantly reminding us 
what it means to sacrifice for something 
greater than yourself. Once again, the chil-
dren of America believe in heroes, because 
they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world is 
seeing the resolve and the courage of Amer-
ica, and I have been privileged to see the 
compassion and character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. We’re a strong 
country, and we use that strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
ourselves. Abroad, we seek to lift whole na-
tions by spreading freedom. At home, we 
seek to lift up lives by spreading opportunity 
to every corner of America. This is the work 
that history has set before us. We welcome 
it. And we know that for our country and 
for our cause, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at the 
Murat Centre. In his remarks, he referred to Indi-
ana gubernatorial candidate Mitchell Daniels, Jr.; 
Allan B. Hubbard, former chairman, Indiana State 
Republican Party; former Indiana gubernatorial 
candidate David McIntosh, who withdrew his can-
didacy September 4; Stephen Goldsmith, chair, 
board of directors, Corporation for National and 
Community Service; and Randall Tobias, nominee 

to be Global AIDS Coordinator. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address

September 6, 2003

Good morning. This month, as students 
across the Nation are starting a new school 
year, parents, teachers, and principals are 
starting to notice a difference in America’s 
schools. The No Child Left Behind Act that 
I signed into law last year is raising standards 
for student achievement, giving parents more 
information and more choices, requiring 
more accountability from schools, and fund-
ing education at record levels.

The premise of the No Child Left Behind 
Act is simple: All children can learn, and the 
only way to make sure our children are learn-
ing is to measure their progress with tests. 
So the No Child Left Behind Act requires 
regular testing in the basics of reading and 
math for every child in every school, starting 
in the third grade. And the law sets a clear 
goal for American education: Every child in 
every school must perform at grade level in 
reading and math, which are the keys to all 
learning.

To meet this goal, all 50 States and the 
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have 
designed accountability plans that have been 
approved by the Department of Education 
and are now being put into effect in Amer-
ica’s schools. School districts across America 
are now providing parents with lists of out-
side tutors who can give extra help at no cost 
to low-income children in underperforming 
schools. Those parents also have the option 
of transferring a son or a daughter out of 
a school that is not doing the job to a better 
public school or charter school. And soon 
every community in America will have report 
cards on every local public school, so citizens 
can measure progress and push for reform.

While we’re demanding excellence from 
schools, we’re also giving them extra re-
sources to succeed. Since this new law went 
into effect, 40 States have received a total 
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of nearly $1.3 billion in grant money to sup-
port scientifically based reading instruction 
in kindergarten through the third grade. 

My budget for next year includes more 
than $1.1 billion for effective reading pro-
grams, 4 times the amount we were spending 
on these programs when I took office. And 
overall Federal spending for elementary and 
secondary education is higher than ever be-
fore. My budget for next year boosts edu-
cation funding to $53.1 billion, an increase 
of nearly $11 billion since I took office. 

Schools are getting the Federal resources 
and help they need to improve, and parents 
are getting the information and options they 
need to support reform. And we’re just be-
ginning. This new school year will be a year 
of challenges and hard work and great 
progress. And through it all we will keep in 
mind the focus of all our efforts, our children, 
who deserve an education worthy of this 
great Nation. Together we will make sure 
that every child learns and no child is left 
behind. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:55 a.m. on 
September 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
6. The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on September 5 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Address to the Nation on the 
War on Terror 
September 7, 2003

Good evening. I have asked for this time 
to keep you informed of America’s actions 
in the war on terror. 

Nearly 2 years ago, following deadly at-
tacks on our country, we began a systematic 
campaign against terrorism. These months 
have been a time of new responsibilities and 
sacrifice and national resolve and great 
progress. 

America and a broad coalition acted first 
in Afghanistan, by destroying the training 
camps of terror and removing the regime 
that harbored Al Qaida. In a series of raids 
and actions around the world, nearly two-

thirds of Al Qaida’s known leaders have been 
captured or killed, and we continue on Al 
Qaida’s trail. We have exposed terrorist front 
groups, seized terrorist accounts, taken new 
measures to protect our homeland, and un-
covered sleeper cells inside the United 
States. And we acted in Iraq, where the 
former regime sponsored terror, possessed 
and used weapons of mass destruction, and 
for 12 years defied the clear demands of the 
United Nations Security Council. Our coali-
tion enforced these international demands in 
one of the swiftest and most humane military 
campaigns in history. 

For a generation leading up to September 
the 11th, 2001, terrorists and their radical 
allies attacked innocent people in the Middle 
East and beyond without facing a sustained 
and serious response. The terrorists became 
convinced that free nations were decadent 
and weak. And they grew bolder, believing 
that history was on their side. Since America 
put out the fires of September the 11th and 
mourned our dead and went to war, history 
has taken a different turn. We have carried 
the fight to the enemy. We are rolling back 
the terrorist threat to civilization, not on the 
fringes of its influence but at the heart of 
its power. 

This work continues. In Iraq, we are help-
ing the long-suffering people of that country 
to build a decent and democratic society at 
the center of the Middle East. Together we 
are transforming a place of torture chambers 
and mass graves into a nation of laws and 
free institutions. This undertaking is difficult 
and costly, yet worthy of our country and crit-
ical to our security. 

The Middle East will either become a 
place of progress and peace, or it will be an 
exporter of violence and terror that takes 
more lives in America and in other free na-
tions. The triumph of democracy and toler-
ance in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and beyond 
would be a grave setback for international 
terrorism. The terrorists thrive on the sup-
port of tyrants and the resentments of op-
pressed peoples. When tyrants fall and re-
sentment gives way to hope, men and women 
in every culture reject the ideologies of terror 
and turn to the pursuits of peace. Every-
where that freedom takes hold, terror will 
retreat. 
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