AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 18

U.N. Resolution on Iraq/Hurricane Isabel

Q. Do you expect you'll have a U.N. reso-
lution by the time you get to New York?

President Bush. Probably not. We're still
working it. The question was, will we have
a U.N. resolution by the time I get to New
York? No, I don’t think so, but it could be.
We'll continue to work it, though. And the
whole purpose, of course, is to make sure
that the nations feel—if they need a U.N.
resolution, they’ll have one, in order to justify
participation.

And the other thing, of course, is that the
U.N. resolution must promote an orderly
transfer of sovereignty to what will be a freely
elected government based upon a constitu-
tion. So in other words, we must have—the
constitution must be written, and there will
be free elections, and then sovereignty will
occur once the Iraqi people are able to ex-
press their opinions. And so we’ll be working
on that as well.

Listen, thank you all for coming. We ap-
preciate you all as well adjusting your sched-
ules. T know this was supposed to take place
at a different time, but we wanted to get this
over with, so that you didn’t have to float
down the hill, if you know what I mean.

And by the way, we're very well prepared
for Hurricane Isabel. I met this morning by
SVTS—that’s video conferencing—with Tom
Ridge and John Gordon of the NSC staff,
fully briefed on the path of the storm. I'm
assured that the Homeland Security Depart-
ment is in close contact with the States’
emergency preparedness offices. We've got
prepositioned equipment in place. Proper
warnings have gone out, and the communica-
tions systems are up and running, so that
when the storm hits, the response for the
citizens will be an effective response. And
we’ll—of course, I'll be monitoring the situa-
tion. I'll be in close contact with the emer-
gency management people.

All right, get going before it starts raining.
Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
10 am. In his remarks, he referred to former
Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen)
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority; and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel.
A reporter referred to Prime-Minister-designate
Ahmed Korei of the Palestinian Authority.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To
Commit, or Support Terrorism

September 18, 2003

On September 23, 2001, by Executive
Order 13224, 1 declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania,
and on the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United
States nationals or the United States. Be-
cause the actions of these persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism
continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 23, 2001, and the measures adopted
on that date to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond September
23, 2003. Therefore, consistent with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:43 a.m., September 19, 2003]

NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on September 22.
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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Persons
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit,
or Support Terrorism

September 18, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, I
have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2003, to the Federal
Register for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was published
in the Federal Register on September 20,
2002 (67 FR 59447).

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist
attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, and
against the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United
States nationals or the United States that led
to the declaration of a national emergency
on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect to
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism and maintain in force the
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

George W. Bush
The White House,
September 18, 2003.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Sept. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Proclamation 7707—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2003

September 18, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The sacrifice and service of America’s vet-
erans, including those who became prisoners
of war or who went missing in action, have
preserved freedom for America and brought
freedom to millions around the world. On
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we
honor the extraordinary courage of the
Americans who have been prisoners of war,
and we pray for those who are still missing
in action and unaccounted for. This Nation
also remembers the challenges and heartache
endured by the families of prisoners of war
and missing in action. We seek answers for
the families of those who are still missing,
and we will not rest until we have a full ac-
counting,.

To mark this important day, on September
19, 2003, the flag of the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing
in Southeast Asia will again be flown over
the White House, the Capitol, the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, and Veterans Af-
fairs, the Selective Service System Head-
quarters, the National Vietnam Veterans and
Korean War Veterans Memorials, U.S. mili-
tary installations, national cemeteries, and
other locations across our country. We raise
this flag as a reminder and a promise. The
black-and-white flag is a symbol that these
missing Americans will not be forgotten, and
is flown as a testament to our Government’s
unwavering commitment to pursue the full-
est possible accounting for all our missing in
action service members.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 19,
2003, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to join me in saluting all American
POWs who valiantly served this great coun-
try. I call upon Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment officials and private organizations to
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