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ideologies of resentment and hate and terror.
The United Nations plays a vital role in all
these efforts, and all our nations have a duty
to advance its founding principles of toler-
ance and freedom and human rights.

A wing of this building is named for Theo-
dore Roosevelt. He was one of my prede-
cessors. He was a warrior for peace who
faced the world without illusions, and I want
to quote what he said. He said, “If we are
to be a really great people, we must strive
in good faith to play a great part in the world.
We cannot avoid meeting great issues. All
that we can determine for ourselves is wheth-
er we shall meet them well orill.”

He was speaking for Americans, but his
words are true of every people in the world
today. We're meeting great issues of security
and compassion, and we must and we will
meet them well.

Welcome to New York. May God bless you
all.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:47 p.m. at the
American Museum of Natural History. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary-General Kofi
Annan of the United Nations.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany and an Exchange With
Reporters in New York City

September 24, 2003

President Bush. Listen, thank you all for
coming. Gerhard and I just had a very good
meeting. The first thing I told him, I said,
“Look, we've had differences, and they’re
over, and we’re going to work together.” And
I believe when Germany and America works
together, we can accomplish a lot of positive
things. We're both committed to freedom.
We're both committed to peace. We're both
committed to the prosperity of our people.
And I reaffirmed to Gerhard that America
and German relations are very important to
this administration. I have said so repeatedly.
I said so in the Bundestag, and I reiterated
it today with the Chancellor.

We will work together in Afghanistan. I
appreciate his efforts to help with a—help
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Iraq grow to be a peaceful and stable and
democratic country. We talked about the
Middle East. We talked about proliferation
concerns. In short, we talked about the things
we can do together to benefit mankind, and
I'm really happy we had the meeting today.

Thank you, sir.

Chancellor Schroeder. 1 can only com-
ment and very much confirm what the Presi-
dent has just said. We addressed a whole
range of international topics, but we didn’t
just exclusively talk about international af-
fairs. We also addressed the economic situa-
tion, because we feel that our problems,
when it comes to that, are similar indeed.
Both of our economies are by now so closely
intertwined that it really makes sense to think
about them conjointly.

I cannot conceal that I was very pleased
indeed that the President did appreciate the
contribution Germany is making within Af-
ghanistan. We very much are trying to make
this a sustainable contribution, and I think
our people on the ground are doing a good
job. And therefore, I have to say I'm proud
of the work theyre doing for us and for us
together.

We then proceeded to actually talk about
the situation in Iraq, and indeed, we very
much feel that the differences that have
been, have been left behind and put aside
by now. We are both agreed that we want
to look into the future together. And I would
like to reiterate the fact that Germany has
a very strong, in fact a vested interest, in a
stable and very democratic Iraq and to devel-
opment to that effect. It is very important
not just for Iraq as such but for the whole
of the region, for Germany and, therefore,
also for Europe.

We certainly have emphasized the fact,
and I have once more said this to the Presi-
dent myself, how very much we would like
to come in and help with the resources that
we do have. We could very much envisage
that we will assist in providing training for
security staff, be it police functions or be it
some form of military function. We do have
the capacities for that available in Germany,
and we would very much like to put them
to that purpose.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.
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President’s U.N. Address

Q. Mr. President, what about the response
to your speech yesterday?

President Bush. I can only judge by your
reaction to it. [Laughter]

NotE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on Congressional Passage
of the Department of Homeland
Security Appropriations Act, 2004

September 24, 2003

To win the war on terrorism, we are stay-
ing on the offensive abroad and protecting
Americans at home. I applaud Congress for
passing the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill. These funds will help
make Americans and their families even safer
through stronger border enforcement, im-
proved transportation security, and contin-
ued support for police, firefighters, and
emergency-response teams. I look forward to
signing this legislation.

Statement on the Death of
Hugh Gregg

September 24, 2003

Hugh Gregg left an indelible mark on the
State he loved and on the lives of the people
of New Hampshire. He served his country
in time of war and served his State with dis-
tinction as Governor, statesman, and success-
ful business leader. In all of his endeavors,
he acted with integrity and honor. He will
be missed. Laura joins me in sending our
condolences to his wife, Catherine, his two
sons, and his family during this difficult time.
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Memorandum Waiving Prohibition
on United States Military Assistance
to Parties to the Rome Statute
Establishing the International
Criminal Court

September 24, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003—40

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United
States Military Assistance to Parties to the
Rome Statute Establishing the International
Criminal Court

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 2007 of the American
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002,
title II of Public Law 107-206 (22 U.S.C.
7421 et seq.), I hereby determine that:

(1) Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Georgia, and Honduras have
each entered into an agreement with the
United States pursuant to Article 98 of the
Rome Statute preventing the International
Criminal Court from proceeding against U.S.
personnel present in such countries, and
waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) of
the American Servicemembers’ Protection
Act with respect to these countries for as long
as such agreement remains in force; and

(2) it is important to the national interest
of the United States to waive, for a period
of 6 months from the date of this determina-
tion, the prohibition of section 2007(a) with
respect to Guinea, and waive that prohibition
with respect to this country for that period.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress, and to
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 25. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this memorandum.
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