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to support the institution of marriage by 
helping couples build successful marriages 
and be good parents. 

To encourage marriage and promote the 
well-being of children, I have proposed a 
healthy marriage initiative to help couples 
develop the skills and knowledge to form and 
sustain healthy marriages. Research has 
shown that, on average, children raised in 
households headed by married parents fare 
better than children who grow up in other 
family structures. Through education and 
counseling programs, faith-based, commu-
nity, and government organizations promote 
healthy marriages and a better quality of life 
for children. By supporting responsible child-
rearing and strong families, my Administra-
tion is seeking to ensure that every child can 
grow up in a safe and loving home. 

We are also working to make sure that the 
Federal Government does not penalize mar-
riage. My tax relief package eliminated the 
marriage penalty. And as part of the welfare 
reform package I have proposed, we will do 
away with the rules that have made it more 
difficult for married couples to move out of 
poverty. 

We must support the institution of mar-
riage and help parents build stronger fami-
lies. And we must continue our work to cre-
ate a compassionate, welcoming society, 
where all people are treated with dignity and 
respect. 

During Marriage Protection Week, I call 
on all Americans to join me in expressing 
support for the institution of marriage with 
all its benefits to our people, our culture, and 
our society. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Octo-
ber 12 through October 18, 2003, as Mar-
riage Protection Week. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this week 
with appropriate programs, activities, and 
ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

Proclamation 7715—German-
American Day, 2003
October 3, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
German-American Day celebrates more 

than 300 years of German immigration to our 
shores, beginning with the arrival of 13 Men-
nonite families from Krefeld on October 6, 
1683. Seeking a new life of freedom and op-
portunity, these immigrants settled in Penn-
sylvania and founded Germantown near the 
city of Philadelphia. On this day, we recog-
nize the contributions of those German pio-
neers, and millions of other German-Amer-
ican immigrants and their descendants, to the 
life and culture of our great Nation. 

As one of the largest ethnic groups in the 
United States, German Americans have 
greatly influenced our country in the fields 
of business, government, law, science, ath-
letics, the arts, and many others. Henry 
Engelhard Steinway and his sons founded 
Steinway & Sons in 1853. The 300,000th 
Steinway piano, the ‘‘golden grand,’’ was pre-
sented to President Franklin Roosevelt in 
1938, and is still on display at the White 
House. John Augustus Roebling and his son 
pioneered the development of suspension 
bridges and wire cable. Their construction 
of the Brooklyn Bridge is a lasting landmark 
to their skill, determination, and innovation. 
And entrepreneurs such as John Davison 
Rockefeller, John Wanamaker, and Milton 
Snavely Hershey helped to strengthen the 
American economy and inspire others to 
reach for the American Dream. 
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In addition to their many professional 
achievements, German Americans have in-
fluenced American culture. From Christmas 
trees to kindergartens, the United States has 
adopted many German traditions and institu-
tions. By celebrating and sharing their cus-
toms and traditions, German Americans help 
to preserve their rich heritage and enhance 
the cultural diversity of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2003, 
as German-American Day. I encourage all 
Americans to recognize the contributions to 
the liberty and prosperity of the United 
States of our citizens of German descent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 4, 2003

Good morning. This weekend in Iraq, 750 
Iraqi citizens completed their military train-
ing and became the first battalion of the new 
Iraqi Army. For decades, Iraq’s army served 
the interests of a dictator. Today, a new army 
is serving the Iraqi people. And less than a 
year from now, Iraq will have a 40,000-mem-
ber military force, trained and dedicated to 
protecting their fellow citizens. 

Our coalition is helping to train and equip 
Iraq’s new army so that Iraqis can take over 
border protection and other security duties 
as soon as possible. Soldiers in the new bat-
talion join more than 80,000 other Iraqis who 
are defending their country’s security. Iraq 
now has a Civil Defense Corps of nearly 
2,500, a border guard force of 4,700, and a 

facility protection service of over 12,000. And 
more than half of the Iraqis under arms are 
police officers, instructed by professionals 
like New York City’s outstanding former po-
lice chief, Bernard Kerik. Iraq’s neighbor, 
Jordan, has announced that it will help Iraq 
train additional police officers. 

For three decades, the police in Iraq were 
the feared enforcers of a dictatorship. Now 
Iraq’s new police are enforcing the just laws 
of an emerging democracy. Already the Iraqi 
police are assuming greater responsibility 
and greater risks. This week, Iraqi officers 
aided a series of joint raids by American 
troops, leading to the arrest of more than 
50 suspected criminals and terrorists. We’re 
on the offensive against the desperate hold-
outs and Saddam loyalists who oppose 
progress in Iraq. The free nation we are help-
ing to build will be free of them. 

The United States is standing with the 
Iraqi people as they move toward self-gov-
ernment. My wartime funding request to 
Congress includes more than $5 billion to 
help the people of Iraq take responsibility 
for their own security. These funds will be 
used to prepare the Iraqi Army, to train pub-
lic safety and emergency personnel, and to 
establish a fair and effective judicial system. 

Greater security is essential to Iraq’s fu-
ture. A secure Iraq will protect the nation’s 
schools and the hospitals that are opening 
and the roads that are being built and the 
water and power facilities we are repairing. 
Across Iraq, our coalition is turning over re-
sponsibility to the future leaders of that 
country. Those leaders include women. Just 
this weekend, a conference is being held at 
the University of Babylon to affirm the vital 
role of women in the Iraqi society. 

The transition to self-government is a com-
plicated process, because it takes time to 
build trust and hope after decades of oppres-
sion and fear. Yet we are making steady 
progress, and we will keep our promise to 
fully return Iraq’s Government to Iraq’s peo-
ple as soon as possible. 

The men and women of our coalition have 
shown bravery and skill and compassion in 
Iraq. And they know their mission. They 
know that we are fighting terrorists in Iraq 
so that we will not have to face them and 
fight them in the streets of our own cities. 
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