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Our forces know that a secure and sovereign 
Iraq will be a setback for terrorists and an 
inspiration to all who dream of freedom in 
the Middle East. And the world can be cer-
tain, this essential mission in the war on ter-
ror will be completed. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:27 a.m. 
on October 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 4. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 3 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in 
Haifa, Israel 

October 4, 2003

I condemn unequivocally the vicious act 
of terrorism committed today in Haifa, Israel. 

This murderous action, aimed at families 
gathered to enjoy a Sabbath lunch, killed and 
injured dozens of men, women, and children. 

This despicable attack underscores once 
again the responsibility of Palestinian au-
thorities to fight terror, which remains the 
foremost obstacle to achieving the vision of 
two states living side by side in peace and 
security. The new Palestinian Cabinet must 
dedicate itself to dismantling the infrastruc-
ture of terror and preventing the kind of 
murderous actions that we witnessed today. 

The American people join me in express-
ing condolences to Prime Minister Sharon 
and all the people of Israel and in reiterating 
our common dedication to the cause of fight-
ing terrorism.

Message on the Observance of 
Yom Kippur, 5764

October 5, 2003

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct thy paths. 

Proverbs 3:6

Yom Kippur is a time for people of the 
Jewish faith to draw near to God and seek 
His forgiveness through repentance and 
prayer. For Jews in the United States and 
around the world, this day marks the end of 
the High Holy Days and the sealing of God’s 
judgment in the books of life. May you find 
hope and comfort in remembering the les-
sons of Jonah, the power of prayer, and the 
mercy of the Almighty. 

Faith plays an important role in the lives 
of many Americans, offering strength and 
guidance for the challenges of each new day. 
As you renew your commitment to your faith 
and family on this holy day, may your actions 
reflect a compassionate spirit, and may you 
be inscribed and sealed for a good year and 
long life. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a blessed Yom Kippur. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003

President Bush. Mr. President, Madam 
First Lady, members of the Kenyan delega-
tion, on behalf of the American people, 
Laura and I are pleased to welcome you to 
the United States. This is the first state visit 
by the leader of an African country during 
my administration and the first visit of Presi-
dent Kibaki since his historic election last 
year. 

Under President Kibaki’s leadership, 
Kenya is pursuing important reforms and 
making the difficult and necessary and re-
warding transition to permanent, multiparty 
democracy. Mr. President, your courage 
serves the Kenyan people well, and you 
honor the American people with your visit. 

Kenya is a nation of rich traditions and an-
cient history. The Great Rift Valley, which 
runs through Eastern Kenya from Lake Ru-
dolf to Lake Victoria, is known as the ‘‘cradle 
of civilization.’’ The story of Kenya is insepa-
rable from the story of mankind. And out 
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of this proud past, Kenya is building a mod-
ern, prosperous, and peaceful future. In 
building that future, Kenya will have a part-
ner in the United States. 

Our countries face common challenges, 
and we meet them with shared values. Both 
our nations are threatened by terrorists, and 
both have suffered. In one savage act 5 years 
ago in Nairobi, members of the Al Qaida net-
work murdered more than 200 Kenyans and 
Americans. Our countries grieved together 
then and after September the 11th and after 
the attack last November in Mombasa. 

Yet we have done more than grieve. We 
are working together to defeat the terrorists, 
to cut off their funding, to deny them sanc-
tuary, and to bring them to justice. There 
can be no compromise with this evil, and the 
Government of Kenya is a vital ally in the 
ongoing war against terror. 

We’re also working together to create a 
better world, to end long-simmering con-
flicts, and to alleviate the suffering caused 
by poverty and hunger and disease. Our goal 
is to end the hopelessness that feeds terror 
and to help spread the blessings of liberty 
that are the birthright of every man, woman, 
and child on this Earth. 

The partnership between our nations is 
sustained by the friendship between our peo-
ple. Some 7,000 Americans live in Kenya. 
Thousands of our citizens love to travel to 
Kenya. One of the Peace Corps’ largest pro-
grams is in Kenya, helping to encourage pri-
vate enterprise, to fight AIDS, and to im-
prove the nation’s schools. 

Every year, thousands of Kenyans come 
to study at American universities, more than 
from any other African country, including 
two of the President’s children. And the 
United States is enriched by the many Amer-
icans who trace their ancestry to Kenya, 
many of whom live right here in Washington. 
Kenya and the United States have been 
friends since the days of Jomo Kenyatta and 
John F. Kennedy. 

Mr. President, I’m proud to join you in 
carrying our friendship forward in this new 
century. Welcome to the White House, and 
welcome to the United States of America. 

President Kibaki. Mr. President, thank 
you for your kind remarks. I wish to thank 

you for—Mr. President, the Government, 
and the people of the United States, for the 
warm welcome and hospitality extended to 
me and my delegation since our arrival. I feel 
privileged to have been accorded such a great 
honor and look forward to successful delib-
erations on matters of mutual interest to our 
two nations. 

Mr. President, Kenya values the warm and 
cordial friendship that exists between the two 
nations. Following our successful democratic 
elections last December, my Government is 
determined to uphold democratic values, 
human rights, good governance, and the rule 
of law, and to empower our people. 

We thank the Government and the people 
of the United States for supporting Kenya 
to achieve democratic change. Mr. President, 
we are committed to deepening our ties with 
the United States. 

I commend you for your various initiatives 
for supporting development in Africa and, in 
particular, the recent announcement of 15 
billion U.S. dollars’ assistance in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, of 
which Kenya is a beneficiary. 

We equally welcome your personal efforts 
in promoting trade and investment opportu-
nities through AGOA. Your recent an-
nouncement of the Millennium Change Ac-
count Initiative will help promote sustainable 
development in Africa. 

Mr. President, our two nations have been 
victims of international terrorism. Kenya 
stands with the United States and the inter-
national community in fight against this glob-
al menace, in our conviction that no just 
cause can be served by taking away innocent 
lives. 

Finally, Mr. President, I look forward to 
fruitful discussions on the various issues af-
fecting our two nations, the Horn of Africa, 
and the international community. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 a.m. on the 
South Grounds at the White House, where Presi-
dent Kibaki was accorded a formal welcome with 
full military honors. In his remarks, President 
Bush referred to Lucy Kibaki, wife of President 
Kibaki.
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The President’s News Conference 
With President Mwai Kibaki of 
Kenya 
October 6, 2003

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome 
President Kibaki to the White House. Thank 
you, sir, for coming. 

President Kibaki. Thank you. 
President Bush. Today we affirm the 

growing strategic relationship between the 
United States and the African Continent. 
And we continue the longstanding partner-
ship between the United States and Kenya. 

President Kibaki’s election last December 
showed Kenyans and Africans and people 
throughout the world the power of the ballot 
and the benefits of peaceful, democratic 
change. The President won a mandate for 
reform, and he is moving ahead with an am-
bitious agenda, redrafting Kenya’s constitu-
tion, liberalizing its economy, fighting cor-
ruption, and investing in education and 
health care. With these steps, Kenya will at-
tract investment, strengthen its role in the 
world, and improve the lives of its people. 
Success will take time, and progress may 
sometimes seem uneven. Yet, the benefits of 
democracy and freedom and investment in 
people are certain, and they are lasting. 

Today the President and I discussed our 
alliance in the war on terror. In Nairobi and 
Mombasa and beyond, terrorists have made 
Kenya a battleground. The President af-
firmed the fact that the Kenyan people 
refuse to live in fear. Kenyan security forces 
have disrupted terror operations and have ar-
rested suspected terrorists. Earlier this year, 
I announced a $100-million counterterrorism 
initiative to provide east Africa with training, 
equipment, and assistance to strengthen the 
security of those nations in east Africa. Kenya 
is our key partner in this initiative, and its 
Government clearly has the will to fight ter-
ror, and my Government will continue to give 
them the help they need to do so. 

The President and I also discussed efforts 
to achieve peace in Sudan, an effort in which 
Kenya plays the leading role. Two able en-
voys, General Sumbeiywo and Senator John 
Danforth, have helped bring Africa’s longest 
running civil war to—very close to a peaceful 
end. America will stay engaged in this effort. 

I appreciate your efforts, Mr. President. 
Yet, only the north and south can arrive at 
a just and comprehensive peace, and I urge 
them to do so quickly. 

In Somalia, we will continue to work with 
Kenya to bring unity and reconciliation to 
a badly divided land. The establishment of 
an effective representative government in 
Somalia will help stabilize the region and dis-
pel the hopelessness that feeds terror. 

President Kibaki and I share a deep com-
mitment to waging a broad, effective effort 
against the AIDS virus, which afflicts nearly 
30 million people on the African Continent. 
In Kenya alone, some one million children 
have been orphaned due to AIDS. I fully 
support the President’s declaration of total 
war—his words—on this disease, and I’m 
proud to stand with him. The United States 
is Kenya’s largest bilateral donor in the fight 
against AIDS. Our support will grow under 
my Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, which 
is a firm commitment to spend $15 billion 
over 5 years to turning the tide against this 
disease. 

Mr. President, America also stands with 
you in your work of modernizing the Kenyan 
economy, rewarding the enterprise of your 
people. Trade and growth are the only sure 
ways to lift people and nations out of poverty. 
I’m committed to keeping America’s markets 
open to African goods and to increasing com-
mercial ties with African nations. Kenya is 
one of America’s most important economic 
partners in Africa. American investment in 
Kenya totals more than $285 million, and 
trade between our two countries tops $400 
million per year. 

These numbers have grown in recent years 
under the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act, AGOA. And they have the potential to 
grow even more as reforms in your country 
take hold, Mr. President. Kenya and the 
United States are old friends working to-
gether to face new challenges. Our relation-
ship is strong, and it’s growing stronger, and 
I’m grateful for the leadership and vision of 
the President. 

Welcome. 
President Kibaki. Thank you. It is my 

pleasure to be here with you, Mr. President. 
This morning we had a fruitful meeting 

with my good friend, President Bush. Our 
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