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Statement on Congressional Passage
of the Supplemental Funding
Request To Support the War on
Terror

October 17, 2003

I applaud the House and Senate for pass-
ing my supplemental funding request to sup-
port our mission and our troops deployed in
Afghanistan, Irag, and elsewhere. These
funds will provide the resources necessary to
make Iraq more secure and support its tran-
sition to self-government, which is critical to
winning the war on terror. They will also con-
tinue our efforts to help build an Afghanistan
that is prosperous, democratic, and at peace,
and that contributes to regional stability.

I commend the House for wisely rejecting
a proposal to convert part of the reconstruc-
tion funds to loans. It is unfortunate that a
closely divided Senate voted to partially sub-
stitute loans for grants. Loans are the wrong
approach—they would slow the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, delay the democratic process,
and send the wrong message to both the re-
gion and the world. The loan provision must
be removed in conference.

I thank Chairmen Stevens and Young for
their efforts and urge the conference com-
mittee to work to resolve their differences,
fully fund my request, and send me legisla-
tion I can sign quickly.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Interview With Taro Kimura of
Japan’s FUJI TV
October 14, 2003

The President. Glad you're here. Ready
to go.

Japan’s Reconstruction Aid for Iraq

Mr. Kimura. Thank you very much, Mr.
President, for this interview. I'm sure Prime

Minister Koizumi is looking forward to have
you over there. Actually, he is preparing a
package for lragi reconstruction which in-
cludes $5 billion aid for the next 4 years and
sending a couple of hundred Japanese self-
defense forces over there for the humani-
tarian operation. Do you think Japan fulfilled
her responsibility with this package?

The President. Yes. I'm very pleased.
Prime Minister Koizumi and | are good
friends. 1 admire him a lot, and I spoke to
him about Japan helping in Iraq, just like
Japan helped in Afghanistan. And he assured
me he would work hard to develop a good
package. It sounds like he has done so, and
I’'m grateful and thankful.

We've got great relations between America
and Japan. We will keep them that way. And
part of good relations is we see problems,
and we work together, and see opportunities.
And a free Iraq is a—a peaceful lIraq is a
wonderful opportunity for Japan and the
United States to work together to achieve be-
cause a free and peaceful Irag will change
the world in a positive way.

North Korea/Japanese Abductees

Mr. Kimura. Another subject, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the Prime Minister will bring up
is the North Korean problem.

The President. Yes, yes.

Mr. Kimura. And he is working very hard
to resolve the issue of abductees, Japanese.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Kimura. What could your administra-
tion do to help him realizing the reunification
of the abductees’ status?

The President. Well, that’s a very inter-
esting question. The primary objective of the
five countries who are now engaged with
North Korea is to get rid of nuclear weapons
on the Korean Peninsula. That’s our primary
objective, and that ought to be our focus.

A major issue with the Prime Minister, of
course, is the abductees. I've always said that
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