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Proclamation 7723—National Forest
Products Week, 2003

October 17, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our forests are a source of pride for our
Nation. They benefit many Americans who
depend on healthy forests for their liveli-
hoods and quality of life. As we celebrate Na-
tional Forest Products Week, we recognize
the importance of our forest resources. We
remain committed to sound, commonsense,
forest management.

Beyond their scenic beauty, our forests are
vital to our economy and our way of life. Nu-
merous jobs in the manufacturing and con-
struction industries, as well as in the forest
products industries, rely on the health and
sustainability of our forests. Forests provide
lumber for building our homes, they provide
paper for publishing our books and news-
papers, and forests are the source of many
other wood and paper products that Ameri-
cans use every day.

We have a responsibility to maintain the
health and productivity of our forests. In the
past, forests have been spoiled by over-
growth, decimated by insects and disease,
and devastated by wildfires. My Administra-
tion’s Healthy Forests Initiative will help pre-
vent this kind of destruction. Aided by this
Initiative, we treated nearly 2.6 million acres
of forests during the last fiscal year to reduce
dangerous overgrowth and restore forest
health. This is more than double the number
of acres that were treated 3 years ago. My
Administration is also committed to fulfilling
the promise of the 1994 Northwest Forest
Plan to protect our most sensitive forest
areas, while supporting a viable forest prod-
ucts industry and jobs in rural America. By
encouraging active forest management and
sustainable timber harvesting, we strengthen
our economy and ensure the lasting beauty
of our woodlands.

Recognizing the importance of our forests
in ensuring the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753
(36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated
the week beginning on the third Sunday in
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October of each year as “National Forest
Products Week” and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 19 through Oc-
tober 25, 2003, as National Forest Products
Week. | call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:20 a.m., October 21, 2003]

NoTEe: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 18, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 22.

The President’s Radio Address
October 18, 2003

Good morning. During the decades of
Saddam Hussein’s oppression and misrule,
all Iraqgis suffered, including children. While
Saddam built palaces and monuments to
himself, Iragi schools crumbled. While Sad-
dam supported a massive war machine, Iraqi
schoolchildren went without textbooks, and
sometimes teachers went unpaid. Saddam
used schools for his own purposes: to indoc-
trinate the youth of Irag and to teach hatred.

Under Saddam, adult illiteracy was 61 per-
cent, and for women it was a staggering 77
percent. Iraq is a nation with a proud tradi-
tion of learning, and that tradition was be-
trayed by Saddam Hussein.

As part of our coalition’s efforts to build
a stable and secure Iraqg, we are working to
rebuild Irag’s schools, to get the teachers
back to work, and to make sure Iragi children
have the supplies they need.

Six months ago, nearly all of Iraq’s schools
were closed, and many primary schools
lacked electrical wiring and plumbing and
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