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troops have served well in both places, help-
ing Afghans and Iraqis make the transition 
from tyranny to self-government. 

The emergence of these free nations is a 
setback for terrorism and radicalism. By shar-
ing the duties of our coalition, Thailand is 
contributing to peace and stability in those 
two countries and increasing the security of 
all free nations. 

Thailand has played a vital role in East 
Timor, helping create a new nation to bring 
dignity to nearly a million people and to sta-
bilize an entire region. You are fully joined 
in the fight against the drug trade and against 
HIV/AIDS and other diseases. 

Thailand is a principled, generous nation, 
rising to meet the challenges of our time. 
Thailand’s positive influence in the world is 
inspired by the fine example of service that 
Your Majesty and Her Majesty the Queen 
set for your people. It’s also vivid in the great, 
humane traditions of this land. America is 
honored to have your friendship. 

So I offer a toast to Your Majesties, to the 
royal family, and to your great nation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. in the 
Chakri Throne Room at the Grand Palace. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

Proclamation 7724—National 
Character Counts Week, 2003
October 18, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Many of our society’s most cherished val-

ues, such as equal treatment for fellow citi-
zens and respect for the law, depend in prac-
tice on individual character. During National 
Character Counts Week, we recognize the 
importance that good character has played 
in our history, celebrate the great character 
exhibited by our citizens, and reaffirm our 
commitment to promoting the values that 
will ensure a better future for all. 

Throughout history, we see numerous ex-
amples of character in action. Great social 
reformers like Harriet Tubman, Frederick 
Douglass, and Susan B. Anthony dem-

onstrated courage and resolve when they 
stood firm in the face of injustice and acted 
to right societal wrongs. Similarly, leaders 
like Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Roo-
sevelt, were able to guide our Nation through 
critical periods because of their strong per-
sonal convictions and sense of moral clarity. 
Today, these and other heroes of history in-
spire us to pursue virtue and character in our 
own lives. 

Since the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001, we have seen the great character 
of our Nation in the hearts and souls of our 
citizens and soldiers, and in countless acts 
of kindness, generosity, and sacrifice. To sus-
tain this spirit and continue to improve our 
society, we must promote a culture of serv-
ice, citizenship, and responsibility in our Na-
tion. Through the USA Freedom Corps, my 
Administration is offering opportunities for 
citizens to give back to their communities, 
helping millions of Americans meet vital 
needs as active and engaged citizens in our 
democratic society. 

The development of character and citizen-
ship has always been a primary goal of Amer-
ica’s schools. Today, it is more important 
than ever that we educate our young people 
to be knowledgeable, compassionate, and in-
volved citizens of a free society. Since 2002, 
47 State education agencies and local school 
districts have received grants to implement 
character education programs. These grants 
help schools work with students, parents, and 
community organizations to effectively teach 
universal values such as respect, honesty, and 
tolerance. 

This week, I urge all Americans to join me 
in promoting good character in America. By 
teaching these values to our children and liv-
ing by these values in our own lives, we can 
build a future of hope, compassion, and op-
portunity for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 19 
through October 25, 2003, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, parents, students, 
and all the people of the United States to 
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observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:20 a.m., October 21, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 20, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 22.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea in Bangkok 
October 20, 2003

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to have breakfast with a 
friend of the United States and a friend of 
mine, President Roh. We’ve got a very im-
portant and close relationship with South 
Korea. We share common goals. We want 
the world to be more free and peaceful. And 
that’s why I’m so grateful for South Korea’s 
support in places like Iraq. 

We also share a goal to enhance the pros-
perity of our respective peoples. We will dis-
cuss ways to make sure our trade between 
our countries is free and fair. We have a com-
mon goal to make sure that the Korean Pe-
ninsula is nuclear-weapons-free. We’re mak-
ing good progress on peacefully solving the 
issue with North Korea. And during this 
breakfast, I will share ideas and listen to ideas 
from President Roh as to how to move the 
process forward. 

These are important consultations with a 
close friend, and I want to thank the Presi-
dent for coming to have breakfast. 

President Roh. It is my pleasure to meet 
with President Bush—[inaudible]—and it is 
to my greater pleasure to meet with him—
[inaudible]. Korea and the United States 
have been promoting the friendship between 
each other based on mutual trust, and we 
have been addressing the problem in this pe-
riod of cooperation and friendship. 

The United States is currently making var-
ious efforts to promote global peace, and it 
has succeeded in winning the U.N. resolution 
regarding Iraq. And I would like to congratu-
late this meaningful progress. 

I appreciate that the United States has 
been making efforts to make progress in the 
areas related to North Korea, and this issue 
is very critical for—[inaudible]—and the fur-
ther progress of Korea. And in this regard, 
the six-party talks—[inaudible]—progress. 
And I would like to thank United States for 
helping us to achieve this important mile-
stone. And I am thankful for Mr. Bush for 
making more efforts to continue to resume 
the six-party talks in the near future. 

During today’s breakfast with President 
Bush, I hope to have a meaningful dialog on 
how to resolve the North Korea nuclear issue 
and how to realign the—[inaudible]—alli-
ance. 

At the same time, I would like to com-
mend the United States’ effort in bringing 
peace and democracy in Iraq, and I would 
like to discuss with him how to reconstruct 
the economy there, and I would like to dis-
cuss with him how Korea can cooperate in 
this regard. And I would have a meaningful 
discussion on these points. 

And in this meeting, I hope to have a seri-
ous discussion in accordance with the goals 
of the APEC in the areas of how to promote 
trade and mutual investment and how to pro-
mote regional security. And I am sure that 
we will—[inaudible]. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you very much, 

Mr. President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Korea 
October 20, 2003

On October 20, 2003, President George 
W. Bush of the United States of America and 
President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic of 
Korea held a summit meeting in Bangkok, 
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