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only be maintained through unswerving op-
position and firm opposition to pro-inde-
pendence activities. 

On many occasions and just now in the 
meeting as well, President Bush has reiter-
ated the U.S. commitment to the three Sino-
U.S. Joint Communiques, the ‘‘one China’’ 
principle, and opposition to Taiwan inde-
pendence. We appreciate that. In particular, 
we very much appreciate the position adopt-
ed by President Bush toward the latest moves 
and developments in Taiwan, that is, the at-
tempt to resort to referendum of various 
kinds as excuse to pursue Taiwan independ-
ence. We appreciate the position of the U.S. 
Government. 

President Bush. Steve [Steve Holland, 
Reuters]. 

North Korea 
Q. Mr. President, thank you. North Korea 

is saying they will freeze their nuclear pro-
gram if the U.S. takes them off the terrorism 
list and provides fuel aid. Is this a worthwhile 
idea? And how are you going to get the six-
party talks going again? 

President Bush. Yes, well, we spent a lot 
of time talking about North Korea here. We 
share a mutual goal, and that is for the Ko-
rean Peninsula to be nuclear-weapons-free. 
I thank the Premier for China starting the 
six-party talks, and I will continue those talks. 
I think they’re very important. 

The goal of the United States is not for 
a freeze of the nuclear program. The goal 
is to dismantle a nuclear weapons program 
in a verifiable and irreversible way, and that 
is a clear message that we are sending to the 
North Koreans. And we will continue to work 
with China and the other countries involved 
to resolve this issue peacefully. 

China-U.S. Relations 
Q. Premier Wen, what’s your reading of 

the status quo and the future development 
of China’s economic relationship and trade 
with the United States? 

Premier Wen. The expansion of China’s 
economic cooperation and trade with the 
United States, as we see today, has not come 
by easily. Just imagine, 25 years ago, our 
trade was less than 2.5 billion U.S. dollars,

and now the volume has exceeded 100 billion 
U.S. dollars. Our economic and trade links 
have been conducive to the interest of our 
two people and two countries. 

We have to admit, though, in our eco-
nomic and trade relationship, problems do 
exist, and mainly, the U.S. trade deficit with 
China. The Chinese Government takes this 
problem seriously and has taken measures to 
improve the situation. Soon, in a few min-
utes, we will have a large group meeting with 
the U.S. side, and in that setting, I would 
make one proposal, and I will also share with 
President Bush five principles we think that 
should guide the development of economic 
cooperation and trade between China and 
the U.S. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Chen Shui-bian of Tai-
wan. Premier Wen spoke in Chinese, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

Statement on the Resignation of 
Mel R. Martinez as Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development 

December 9, 2003

Mel Martinez is a good friend and an ex-
ceptional public servant. As a refugee from 
Cuba, Mel came to America in search of free-
dom and opportunity as one of the many 
young children sent by their parents as part 
of a Catholic relief program known as Pedro 
Pan. As Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, he has worked tirelessly to help 
every American realize the promise of our 
country for themselves and their families. I 
appreciate the energy, optimism, and com-
passion he brought to my administration. I 
thank him for serving our Nation so selflessly, 
and Laura and I wish Mel, his wife, Kitty, 
and their family well.
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Statement on the Resignation of 
John Bridgeland as Assistant to the 
President and Director of the 
USA Freedom Corps 
December 9, 2003

John Bridgeland has been a valuable advi-
sor to me for nearly 4 years. He started on 
the policy staff of my Presidential campaign 
in early 2000. Since January 20, 2001, he has 
faithfully served in my administration, first 
as Deputy Assistant to the President for Do-
mestic Policy and Director of the Domestic 
Policy Council and then as Assistant to the 
President and the first Director of the USA 
Freedom Corps Office. He has worked tire-
lessly to strengthen a culture of service in 
America and to ensure that we all love our 
neighbors as we want to be loved ourselves. 
His work has had a positive and vitally impor-
tant impact on government, nonprofit and 
community service organizations, businesses, 
and many men, women, and children who 
need a helping hand. I appreciate and thank 
John for his friendship and wise counsel. This 
good man has touched many people through 
his dedicated public service, and I wish him, 
Maureen, and their three children all the 
best.

Executive Order 13320—Closing of 
Executive Departments and 
Agencies of the Federal Government 
on Friday, December 26, 2003
December 9, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. All executive branch depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment shall be closed and their employees ex-
cused from duty on Friday, December 26, 
2003, the day after Christmas Day, except 
as provided in section 2 below. 

Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch de-
partments and agencies may determine that 
certain offices and installations of their orga-
nizations, or parts thereof, must remain open 
and that certain employees must report for 
duty on December 26, 2003, for reasons of 

national security or defense or other public 
need. 

Sec. 3. Friday, December 26, 2003, shall 
be considered as falling within the scope of 
Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971, 
and of 5 U.S.C. 5546 and 6103(b) and other 
similar statutes insofar as they relate to the 
pay and leave of employees of the United 
States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 9, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 11, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on December 12.

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
December 9, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of 
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving 
our embassy to Jerusalem. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush
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