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Memorandum on Determination 
To Authorize Drawdown for 
Afghanistan 
December 16, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004–15

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense
Subject: Determination to Authorize 
Drawdown for Afghanistan

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 202 and other rel-
evant provisions of the Afghanistan Freedom 
Support Act (Public Law 107–327) and sec-
tion 506 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 2318, I hereby 
direct the drawdown of up to $135 million 
of defense articles, defense services, and 
military education and training from the De-
partment of Defense for the Transitional Is-
lamic State of Afghanistan. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 
Congress and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks on the 100th Anniversary of 
the Wright Brothers’ First Flight at 
Kill Devil Hills, North Carolina 
December 17, 2003

Thank you all very much. Rain will never 
dampen our spirits. I’m honored to be here, 
and I’m honored to be in the great State of 
North Carolina. 

Madam Secretary, thank you for your fine 
leadership and your friendship. Secretary Mi-
neta, thank you for your great leadership, as 
well. I’m proud that you’re serving in my 
Cabinet. Mr. Governor, I appreciate your 
kind comments. I appreciate the values you 
hold dear to your heart, and I thank you for 
leading this great State. 

To John Travolta, we shall call him ‘‘Moon 
Man’’ from now on. I appreciate your friend-
ship. I appreciate your love of flight. Thank 
you for being such a fine entertainer for mil-
lions of Americans, but most importantly, 

thanks for being a great American. I’m proud 
you’re here. 

I appreciate the fact that the Secretary of 
the Navy, Gordon England, is here. The Sec-
retary of the Air Force, James Roche, is trav-
eling with me today. I appreciate Sean 
O’Keefe, who is the Administrator of NASA, 
who has come today. I thank all members 
of my administration who have joined us. I 
hope you were smart enough to have brought 
an umbrella. [Laughter] 

I know we’ve got Members of the Con-
gress who are here. Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Frist from Tennessee is with us today. 
Senator Frist, thank you for coming. Senator 
Elizabeth Dole from the great State of North 
Carolina is with us. Senator Dole, thank you 
for being here. All Members of Congress 
from North Carolina and from other States, 
thank you for being here. I know we’ve got 
mayors and State officials. 

I appreciate so very much American he-
roes who are here, well-known and not so 
well-known heroes. Let me name four of the 
well-known heroes who are here: Neil Arm-
strong; Buzz Aldrin; John Glenn; one of the 
great fighter pilots ever, Chuck Yeager, is 
with us today. We’re honored to be in your 
presence. Thank you for being pioneers. 

I’m also pleased that we’re joined by Ste-
phen Wright and Amanda Wright Lane, who 
both bear one of the great American names. 

Powered flight has advanced in ways that 
could not have been imagined on December 
17, 1903. And in the future, flight will ad-
vance in ways that none of us can imagine 
as we stand here today. Yet always, for as 
long as there is human flight, we will honor 
the achievement of a cold morning on the 
Outer Banks of North Carolina by two young 
brothers named Orville and Wilbur Wright. 

Orville Wright lived to see the days of 
barnstorming and military aviation, the jet 
engine, commercial airlines, and the DC–3. 
The thrill of his life, however, was surely 
right here when he felt that first lift of the 
wing. He flew just 12 seconds and 40 yards, 
moving so slowly that his older brother ran 
alongside. And later in the day, with Wilbur 
at the controls, the machine stayed in the 
air for 59 seconds and traveled 852 feet. Yet 
everyone who was here at that hour sensed 
that a great line had been crossed and the 
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world might never be the same. A local boy 
named Johnny Moore was one of the wit-
nesses. He ran down the beach and said, 
‘‘They done it. They done it. Damned if they 
ain’t flew!’’

The anniversary now observed might have 
fallen a few days earlier, on the 13th. But 
December the 13th, 1903, was a Sunday, and 
the brothers had promised their dad they 
wouldn’t attempt to fly on the Sabbath. And 
on the day they did fly, just like today, the 
conditions were not ideal. But they went 
ahead anyway, so they could get home to 
Dayton, Ohio, for Christmas. 

Orville and Wilbur were, in so many ways, 
ordinary Americans, and hearing of their 
plans, a lot of folks must have thought those 
boys should have stayed in the bicycle busi-
ness. The story is told of a newspaper editor 
who heard what the Wright brothers had 
been up to. He said, ‘‘Man will never fly, 
and if he does, he won’t be from Dayton.’’ 
[Laughter] 

The United States Patent Office also had 
its doubts. So many others had submitted 
plans and models of flying machines that 
when the brothers sent in theirs, patent offi-
cials had a ready response. The office con-
cluded the plans were inadequate and the 
machine could never function as intended. 
The New York Times once confidently ex-
plained why all attempts at flight were 
doomed from the start. To build a flying ma-
chine, declared one editorial, would require 
‘‘the combined and continuous efforts of 
mathematicians and mechanicians from 1 
million to 10 million years.’’ As it turned out, 
the feat was performed 8 weeks after the edi-
torial was written. And not only did the ma-
chine perform its function, that little wood 
and canvas aircraft had brought together all 
the essentials that still give flight to every 
modern aircraft, from a single-prop plane to 
Air Force One. 

The Wright brothers had some disappoint-
ments along the way, and there must have 
been times when they had to fight their own 
doubts. They pressed on, believing in the 
great work they had begun and in their own 
capacity to see it through. We would not 
know their names today if these men had 
been pessimists. And when it was over, they 
marveled at their own achievement. As 

Orville wrote in a letter to a friend, ‘‘Isn’t 
it astounding that all these secrets have been 
preserved for so many years just so we could 
discover them.’’

The Wright brothers’ invention belongs to 
the world, but the Wright brothers belong 
to America. We take special pride in their 
qualities of discipline and persistence, opti-
mism and imagination—of people like them 
and a lot of other people throughout our his-
tory. So many great inventions arose in this 
country, and so many of the great inventors 
came from unlikely backgrounds. The Wright 
brothers had their storefront bicycle shop. 
Thomas Edison was a newsboy. Eli Whitney 
and Henry Ford worked as farm hands. 
George Washington Carver was born a slave. 
There is something in the American char-
acter that always looks for a better way and 
is unimpressed when others say it cannot be 
done. Those traits still define our Nation. We 
still rely on men and women who overcome 
the odds and take the big chance with no 
advantage but their own ingenuity and the 
opportunities of a free country. 

A great American journey that began at 
Kitty Hawk continues in ways unimaginable 
to the Wright brothers. One small piece of 
their Flyer traveled far beyond this field. It 
was carried by another flying machine, on 
Apollo 11, all the way to the Sea of Tran-
quility on the Moon. These past 100 years 
have brought supersonic flights, frequent 
space travel, the exploration of Mars, and the 
Voyager One spacecraft, which right now is 
moving at 39,000 miles per hour toward the 
outer edge of our solar system. By our skill 
and daring, America has excelled in every 
area of aviation and space travel. And our 
national commitment remains firm: By our 
skill and daring, we will continue to lead the 
world in flight. 

This day, however, is one for recalling an 
heroic event in the history of our Nation and 
in the story of mankind. Here at the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial, we remember 
one small machine, and we honor the giants 
who flew it. 

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. at the 
Wright Brothers National Memorial. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of the Interior 
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Gale A. Norton; Secretary of Transportation Nor-
man Y. Mineta; Governor Michael F. Easley of 
North Carolina; and actor John Travolta, who 
served as master of ceremonies.

Proclamation 7745—Wright 
Brothers Day, 2003
December 17, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
A spirit of exploration and discovery has 

been a part of the American character since 
our founding days. Orville and Wilbur 
Wright exemplified this spirit when they 
made the dream of human flight a reality on 
December 17, 1903. On Wright Brothers 
Day, we honor the vision of these bicycle me-
chanics from Dayton, Ohio, and celebrate 
the centennial of manned, powered flight. 

One hundred years ago, the Wright broth-
ers changed our world with their 12-second, 
120-foot flight in North Carolina. Their 
achievement inspired other aviation pioneers 
and marked the beginning of a new era of 
freedom. Since that first flight, aviation and 
aerospace technology has advanced at a re-
markable pace, allowing us to fly across 
oceans, break the sound barrier, orbit the 
Earth, land on the moon, and study our uni-
verse in a way our ancestors could not have 
imagined. Each new generation of engineers 
and other inventors, following in the Wright 
Brothers’ footsteps, continues to move the 
technology of flight further. 

Today, air transportation touches the lives 
of people throughout the United States, and 
helps unite the American people. Air trans-
portation brings families and friends to-
gether, delivers aid to those in need, and fa-
cilitates industry and commerce. 

As we look to the future, we remember 
the extraordinary accomplishments of the 
Wright Brothers. Their determination and 
innovation continue to inspire us as we em-
bark on the second century of flight. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36 
U.S.C. 143) as amended, has designated De-
cember 17 of each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers 
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the 

President to issue annually a proclamation in-
viting the people of the United States to ob-
serve that day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 17, 2003, as 
Wright Brothers Day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of December, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 23.

Executive Order 13321—
Appointments During National 
Emergency 

December 17, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et 
seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, and in order to further respond to the 
national emergency I declared in Proclama-
tion 7463 of September 14, 2001, I hereby 
order as follows: 

Section 1. Emergency Appointments Au-
thority. The emergency appointments au-
thority at section 603 of title 10, United 
States Code, is invoked and made available 
to the Secretary of Defense in accordance 
with the terms of that statute and of Execu-
tive Order 12396 of December 9, 1982. 

Sec. 2. Judicial Review. This order is not 
intended to, and does not, create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en-
forceable at law or in equity by a party against 
the United States, its departments, agencies, 
entities, officers, employees or agents, or any 
person. 
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