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Lockerbie demands, has already renounced 
all acts of terrorism and pledged cooperation 
in the international fight against terrorism. 
We expect Libya to meet these commitments 
as well. 

As the Libyan Government takes these es-
sential steps and demonstrates its serious-
ness, its good faith will be returned. Libya 
can regain a secure and respected place 
among the nations and, over time, achieve 
far better relations with the United States. 
The Libyan people are heirs to an ancient 
and respected culture, and their country lies 
at the center of a vital region. As Libya be-
comes a more peaceful nation, it can be a 
source of stability in Africa and the Middle 
East. Should Libya pursue internal reform, 
America would be ready to help its people 
to build a more free and prosperous country. 

Great Britain shares this commitment, and 
Prime Minister Blair and I welcome today’s 
declaration by Colonel Qadhafi. Because 
Libya has a troubled history with America 
and Britain, we will be vigilant in ensuring 
its Government lives up to all its responsibil-
ities. Yet, as we have found with other na-
tions, old hostilities do not need to go on 
forever. And I hope that other leaders will 
find an example in Libya’s announcement 
today. 

Our understanding with Libya came about 
through quiet diplomacy. It is a result, how-
ever, of policies and principles declared to 
all. Over the last 2 years, a great coalition 
of nations has come together to oppose terror 
and to oppose the spread of weapons of mass 
destruction. We’ve been clear in our pur-
poses. We have shown resolve. In word and 
in action, we have clarified the choices left 
to potential adversaries. And when leaders 
make the wise and responsible choice, when 
they renounce terror and weapons of mass 
destruction, as Colonel Qadhafi has now 
done, they serve the interest of their own 
people, and they add to the security of all 
nations. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the 
James S. Brady Briefing Room at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; and 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. This 

item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue.

Statement on Signing the Defense 
Production Reauthorization Act of 
2003
December 19, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 1680, the 
‘‘Defense Production Reauthorization Act of 
2003’’. The Act extends production-related 
authorities available to the President to pro-
vide support for the Armed Forces and meet 
important civil needs. 

Section 123(c) of the Defense Production 
Act Amendments of 1992, as enacted by sec-
tion 7(c) of the Act, purports to require the 
executive branch to undertake consultations 
with foreign nations on specific matters and 
to report thereon to the Congress. The exec-
utive branch shall construe section 123(c) in 
a manner consistent with the constitutional 
authorities of the President to conduct the 
Nation’s foreign relations and to withhold in-
formation the disclosure of which could im-
pair foreign relations, the national security, 
the deliberative processes of the Executive, 
or the performance of the Executive’s con-
stitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 19, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 1680, approved December 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–195. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Signing the Federal 
Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits 
Parity Act of 2003
December 19, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 1683, the 
‘‘Federal Law Enforcement Pay and Benefits 
Parity Act of 2003.’’ The Act provides for a 
report on the pay and benefits of Federal 
law enforcement officers and for a program 
of law enforcement officer exchanges be-
tween the Federal Government and States 
or localities. 
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To the extent that section 2(b)(2) of the 
Act calls for submission by the executive 
branch of legislative recommendations, the 
executive branch shall implement the provi-
sion in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and to submit 
for the consideration of the Congress such 
measures as the President judges necessary 
and expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 19, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 1683, approved December 19, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–196. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
December 20, 2003

Good morning. Every year during the holi-
days, families across America gather to cele-
brate our blessings, and we unite to share 
those blessings with others. Particularly in 
this time of giving, our thoughts turn to fel-
low citizens who face hardship or illness or 
loneliness. Their burden often seems even 
greater at Christmastime, yet the hope of this 
season was meant for them as well. 

The American people see these needs, and 
they are responding, as always, with great 
generosity. Just this week, a Government re-
port found that more than 63 million Ameri-
cans volunteered over the past year, about 
4 million more than in the year before. On 
average, volunteers gave 52 hours—more 
than a full week of work—of their year in 
service to others. This increase in volun-
teering is evidence of the new culture of serv-
ice we are building in America, especially 
among young people. 

Nearly 2 years ago, I created the USA 
Freedom Corps to continue the momentum 
generated by the countless acts of kindness 
we saw after the attacks of September the 
11th, 2001. I asked every person in America 
to commit 4,000 hours over a lifetime—or 
about 100 hours a year—to serving neighbors 
in need. The response was immediate and 
enthusiastic and has remained strong. Over 

75,000 service organizations now work with 
USA Freedom Corps, and a growing percent-
age of Americans have answered the call to 
service. 

Americans are volunteering in every re-
gion of the country and in nearly every part 
of the world. Many communities have 
formed Citizen Corps Councils to train 
neighborhoods in emergency response. 
About 50,000 people are enrolled in 
AmeriCorps, which carries out vital work in 
education, the environment, and homeland 
security. And the Peace Corps expanded to 
over 7,500 volunteers in 2003, the highest 
level of participation in almost 3 decades. 

Every time I travel in America, I have the 
honor to meet some of our country’s most 
dedicated volunteers. They include people 
like Phuong Nguyen, a high school student 
in Denver who gives hours of her free time 
to lead service projects for the American Red 
Cross, and Ana Cooper of Miami, who helps 
senior citizens with daily needs like grocery 
shopping, and Bill Sellers, an 83-year-old 
man from Houston who has dedicated almost 
half his life to feeding the hungry. Some of 
the men and women I have met are members 
of the Armed Forces who volunteer time in 
their communities on top of their service to 
the Nation. And next week, I look forward 
to helping a generous group from Virginia 
distribute Angel Tree gifts to children whose 
parents are in prison. 

America’s 63 million volunteers are setting 
a fine example for our Nation. They are 
meeting essential needs in their commu-
nities, and they know the fulfillment that only 
comes from serving a cause greater than self. 
And many volunteers got started in the same 
way, because someone asked them. 

This holiday season, I ask every American 
to look for a challenge in your own commu-
nity and step forward to lend a hand. You 
can learn about thousands of service oppor-
tunities by visiting the USA Freedom Corps 
web site, usafreedomcorps.gov. Many Ameri-
cans volunteer with their families, allowing 
them to spend time together while improving 
the lives of others. And if you find a need 
that no one else is meeting, you might want 
to start a group of your own. 

The high level of voluntarism in our coun-
try is encouraging, though not surprising. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 22:54 Dec 29, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P52DET4.024 P52DET4


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T09:33:18-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




