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demand independent courts and the rule of 
law. At the request of countries in the region, 
we’re providing Arabic language textbooks to 
boys and girls. We’re helping education re-
formers improve their school systems. The 
message to those who long for liberty and 
those who work for reform is that they can 
be certain they have a strong ally, a constant 
ally in the United States of America. 

Our strategy and our resolve are being 
tested in two countries in particular. The na-
tion of Afghanistan was once the primary 
training ground of Al Qaida, the home of a 
barbaric regime called the Taliban. It now 
has a new constitution that guarantees free 
election and full participation by women. 

The nation of Iraq was for decades an ally 
of terror ruled by the cruelty and caprice of 
one man. Today, the people of Iraq are mov-
ing toward self-government. Our coalition is 
working with the Iraqi Governing Council to 
draft a basic law with a bill of rights. Because 
our coalition acted, terrorists lost a source 
of reward money for suicide bombings. Be-
cause we acted, nations of the Middle East 
no longer need to fear reckless aggression 
from a ruthless dictator who had the intent 
and capability to inflict great harm on his 
people and people around the world. Saddam 
Hussein now sits in a prison cell, and Iraqi 
men and women are no longer carried to tor-
ture chambers and rape rooms and dumped 
in mass graves. Because the Ba’athist regime 
is history, Iraq is no longer a grave and gath-
ering threat to free nations. Iraq is a free 
nation. 

Freedom still has enemies in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. All the Ba’athists and Taliban and 
terrorists know that if democracy were to be, 
it would undermine violence—their hope for 
violence and innocent death. They under-
stand that if democracy were to be under-
mined, then the hopes for change throughout 
the Middle East would be set back. That’s 
what they know. That’s what they think. 

We know that success of freedom in these 
nations would be a landmark event in the 
history of the Middle East and the history 
of the world. Across the region, people would 
see that freedom is the path to progress and 
national dignity. A thousand lies would stand 
refuted, falsehoods about the incompatibility 
of democrat values in Middle Eastern cul-

tures. And all would see, in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, the success of free institutions at the 
heart of the greater Middle East. 

Achieving this vision will be the work of 
many nations over time, requiring the same 
strength of will and confidence of purpose 
that propelled freedom to victory in the de-
fining struggles of the last century. Today, 
we’re at a point of testing, when people and 
nations show what they’re made out of. 
America will never be intimidated by thugs 
and assassins. We will do what it takes. We 
will not leave until the job is done. 

We will succeed because when given a 
choice, people everywhere, from all walks of 
life, from all religions, prefer freedom to vio-
lence and terror. We will succeed because 
human beings are not made by the Almighty 
God to live in tyranny. We will succeed be-
cause of who we are, because even when it 
is hard, Americans always do what is right. 

And we know the work that has fallen to 
this generation. When great striving is re-
quired of us, we will always have an example 
in the man we honor today. Winston Church-
ill was a man of extraordinary personal gifts, 
yet his greatest strength was his unshakable 
confidence in the power and appeal of free-
dom. It was the great fortune of mankind 
that he was there in an hour of peril. And 
it remains the great duty of mankind to ad-
vance the cause of freedom in our time. 

May God bless the memory of Winston 
Churchill. May God continue to bless the 
United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the 
Northwest Gallery of the Thomas Jefferson Build-
ing at the Library of Congress. In his remarks, 
he referred to James H. Billington, Librarian of 
Congress, and his wife, Marjorie; Queen Elizabeth 
II and Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq.

Statement on the Decision of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court on Same-Sex Marriage 
February 4, 2004

Today’s ruling of the Massachusetts Su-
preme Judicial Court is deeply troubling. 
Marriage is a sacred institution between a 
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man and a woman. If activist judges insist 
on redefining marriage by court order, the 
only alternative will be the constitutional 
process. We must do what is legally necessary 
to defend the sanctity of marriage.

Statement on Representative 
W.J. Tauzin’s Decision Not To Seek 
Reelection 
February 4, 2004

Billy Tauzin has always been a friend to 
American consumers and seniors as chairman 
of the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. He is a strong leader and a good 
friend, and we will miss his experience and 
sense of humor. Laura and I wish Billy and 
Cecile the best.

Executive Order 13327—Federal 
Real Property Asset Management 
February 4, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
121(a) of title 40, United States Code, and 
in order to promote the efficient and eco-
nomical use of Federal real property re-
sources in accordance with their value as na-
tional assets and in the best interests of the 
Nation, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the 
United States to promote the efficient and 
economical use of America’s real property as-
sets and to assure management account-
ability for implementing Federal real prop-
erty management reforms. Based on this pol-
icy, executive branch departments and agen-
cies shall recognize the importance of real 
property resources through increased man-
agement attention, the establishment of clear 
goals and objectives, improved policies and 
levels of accountability, and other appro-
priate action. 

Sec. 2. Definition and Scope. (a) For the 
purpose of this executive order, Federal real 
property is defined as any real property 
owned, leased, or otherwise managed by the 
Federal Government, both within and out-
side the United States, and improvements on 

Federal lands. For the purpose of this order, 
Federal real property shall exclude: interests 
in real property assets that have been dis-
posed of for public benefit purposes pursuant 
to section 484 of title 40, United States Code, 
and are now held in private ownership; land 
easements or rights-of-way held by the Fed-
eral Government; public domain land (in-
cluding lands withdrawn for military pur-
poses) or land reserved or dedicated for na-
tional forest, national park, or national wild-
life refuge purposes except for improvements 
on those lands; land held in trust or restricted 
fee status for individual Indians or Indian 
tribes; and land and interests in land that are 
withheld from the scope of this order by 
agency heads for reasons of national security, 
foreign policy, or public safety. 

(b) This order shall not be interpreted to 
supersede any existing authority under law 
or by executive order for real property asset 
management, with the exception of the rev-
ocation of Executive Order 12512 of April 
29, 1985, in section 8 of this order. 

Sec. 3. Establishment and Responsibilities 
of Agency Senior Real Property Officer. (a) 
The heads of all executive branch depart-
ments and agencies cited in sections 
901(b)(1) and (b)(2) of title 31, United States 
Code, and the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, shall designate among their senior man-
agement officials, a Senior Real Property Of-
ficer. Such officer shall have the education, 
training, and experience required to admin-
ister the necessary functions of the position 
for the particular agency. 

(b) The Senior Real Property Officer shall 
develop and implement an agency asset man-
agement planning process that meets the 
form, content, and other requirements estab-
lished by the Federal Real Property Council 
established in section 4 of this order. The 
initial agency asset management plan will be 
submitted to the Office of Management and 
Budget on a date determined by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 
In developing this plan, the Senior Real 
Property Officer shall: 

(i) identify and categorize all real 
property owned, leased, or otherwise 
managed by the agency, including, 
where applicable, those properties 
outside the United States in which the 
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