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Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 3, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 4.

Message to the Congress on
Extending Generalized System of
Preferences Benefits to Algeria and
Terminating Benefits of Certain
Other Countries

March 1, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 502(f) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (the “Act”), I am
writing to inform you of my intent to des-
ignate Algeria as a beneficiary developing
country and to terminate the designation of
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bahrain, the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia as bene-
ficiary developing countries for purposes of
the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP).

I have considered the criteria set forth in
sections 501 and 502 of the Act. In light of
these criteria, I have determined that it is
appropriate to extend GSP benefits to Alge-
ria. I have also determined that Antigua and
Barbuda, Barbados, and Bahrain have be-
come “high income” countries, and I there-
fore terminate their designation as bene-
ficiary developing countries effective January
1, 2006. Furthermore, consistent with the
Act’s prohibition on designation of European
Union member states as beneficiary devel-
oping countries, I am terminating such des-
ignation for the Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, and Slo-
vakia when they become European Union
member states.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 1, 2004.

Mar. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004

Memorandum on Delegation of
Certain Reporting Authority
March 1, 2004

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Delegation of Certain Reporting
Authority

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, including section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby delegate to
you the functions conferred upon the Presi-
dent by section 163 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213), to provide the
specified report to the Congress.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 3, 2004]

NoTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on March 4.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Agreements

March 1, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Consistent with subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b), I hereby trans-

mit a report prepared by the Department of

State concerning international agreements.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard G. Lugar, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the National Drug
Control Strategy

March 1, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:
I am transmitting the 2004 National Drug
Control Strategy, consistent with the Office



Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Mar. 2

of National Drug Control Policy Reauthor-
ization Act of 1998 (21 U.S.C. 1705).

Two years ago, my Administration issued
its National Drug Control Strategy setting
forth a balanced approach to reducing drug
use among teenagers and adults. The Strat-
egy set ambitious two- and five-year perform-
ance-based goals: (i) to lower the rate of drug
use by 10 percent over two years; and (ii)
to lower the rate by 25 percent over five
years. The success of the Strategy can be
measured by its results.

I am pleased to report that we have ex-
ceeded our two-year goal of reducing drug
use among young people. The most recent
survey shows an 11 percent drop between
2001 and 2003 in the use of illicit drugs by
teenagers. Among teens, some drugs—such
as LSD—have dropped to record low levels
of use. For others, we are seeing the lowest
levels of use in almost a decade.

Despite this good news, drug addiction
continues to challenge far too many Ameri-
cans. Addiction to drugs destroys ties of trust,
family, and friendship, and reduces all the
richness of life to a single destructive desire.
Almost every American has known someone
who has followed the self-destructive path of
addiction. Too many Americans want to
change a family member’s behavior, but are
afraid of causing division and, perhaps, es-
trangement.

Our Strategy proposes a remarkable and
unprecedented array of drug control pro-
grams, treatment initiatives, and media cam-
paign efforts. But more than any program,
it seeks to engage the desire of all Americans
to make this a better Nation, facing down
the lie of addiction, and offering the hope
of recovery.

My Administration will continue to place
a high priority on reducing drug addition in
America. I ask for your continued support
in this critical endeavor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 1, 2004.
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Remarks on the Anniversary of the
United States Department of
Homeland Security

March 2, 2004

Thank you all. Please be seated. Please be
seated—unless, of course, you don’t have a
seat. [Laughter] Thanks for the warm wel-
come. I'm honored to join the proud men
and women of the Department of Homeland
Security in celebrating this agency’s first an-
niversary.

Many of you were here from day one. Oth-
ers have come aboard in the days since. Yet,
from the President to the Secretary to the
newest employee, all of us here are tasked
with a single, vital mission, to secure the
American homeland and to protect the
American people. There is no duty more im-
portant. We're meeting that duty together,
and on behalf of a grateful nation, I thank
you all for what you do to defend our coun-
try.

I appreciate Secretary Ridge’s leadership.
I plucked him out of the ranks of the Gov-
ernors because I knew he knew how to man-
age and to set an agenda. He has not let me
down. Along with the other leaders here, he
and the team are doing a fantastic job of lead-
ing this Department. I appreciate Deputy
Secretary Jim Loy as well for his outstanding
leadership. I want to thank all the officials
who are here.

I appreciate the Members of the United
States Congress who have come. Two Tex-
ans, Mac Thornberry and Jim Turner, I ap-
preciate you all being here. I appreciate Jen-
nifer Dunn from the great State of Wash-
ington and Chris Cox from the State of Cali-
fornia. Thanks for taking time to honor these
employees today.

I appreciate all the employees who are
here. I appreciate you working hard for the
American people. I'm sure people don’t
thank you enough. Well, I'm here to thank
you as much as an individual possibly can,
for working the long hours, for taking the
risks on behalf of the security of this country.

Today I had the honor of meeting the fam-
ily of Agent Jimmy Epling. Jimmy was the
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