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necessary to become a nurse. And now she’s 
employed. 

In Mesa, Arizona, I met a Stacey Leedom, 
who’s a single mom—which, by the way, is 
the hardest job in America, being a single 
mom. She was a graphic artist. She had 
worked for a company, I think, for 12 or 13 
years. She got help to go back to Mesa Com-
munity College. She learned a new skill in 
the computer industry. And in her first year 
of a new job, she made more than she did 
after 12 years as a graphic artist. 

You see, if you become a more productive 
citizen, you’ll make more money. Better pro-
ductivity, better skills means higher pay. And 
our country must focus our education system 
on helping workers learn the new skills of 
the 21st century so we can increase the job 
base of this country. 

You know, it wasn’t all that long ago that 
some people said that America was not up 
to global competition. I don’t know if you 
remember back in the seventies and 
eighties—that’s what we heard, though, 
wasn’t it—that we couldn’t compete with the 
Japanese, that they were too good at being 
automobile makers, that foreign companies 
would soon overtake our own, that we just 
weren’t up to it. That’s what a lot of people 
said in that period. We were told that Amer-
ican companies weren’t flexible enough, 
American workers were not disciplined 
enough, and American products weren’t 
good enough. 

Well, the pessimists were wrong. Amer-
ican companies remade themselves to beat 
the competition. Great ideas for improve-
ment came from our workforce, workers who 
are on the line. And the leaders of those com-
panies listened. The entrepreneurial spirit 
was strong in America, and it was the Amer-
ican entrepreneur that invented new tech-
nologies, technologies that have made this 
country the most productive in the world. 
Our economy performed like never before, 
and today, no one doubts what nation’s econ-
omy leads this world. 

Our Nation in 2004 is vibrant. As opposed 
to retreating like the pessimists thought, 
we’re selling computer chips to Japan. We’re 
producing BMWs in Greer, South Carolina, 
for export to Germany. We’re even exporting 
California wine to France. 

There are people who doubt our ability 
to compete. There are economic isolationists 
who surrender and wall us off. It’s bad for 
the country, bad for consumers. It’s bad for 
workers. We’ll prove the pessimists wrong 
again. We’ll continue to open up untapped 
markets for American workers and busi-
nesses. We’ll keep this Government on the 
side of growth and job creation, so American 
businesses can compete and prosper. We’ll 
focus on job training and education, so Amer-
icans can improve their skills and improve 
their lives. We’ll get the policies right, and 
the American people will do the rest. You 
will show, once again, that this Nation has 
the energy and the confidence and the cre-
ativity to meet every challenge. 

I want to thank you for your leadership. 
I want to thank you for your spirit. I want 
to thank you for working hard to realize the 
American Dream and own your own busi-
ness. I want to thank you for employing peo-
ple. I want to thank you for the faith of your 
country. 

May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at the 
Cleveland Convention Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Lt. Gov. Jennette Bradley of Ohio; 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 
March 10, 2004

On March 15, 1995, by Executive Order 
12957, the President declared a national 
emergency with respect to Iran pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted by 
the actions and policies of the Government 
of Iran, including its support for international 
terrorism, efforts to undermine the Middle 
East peace process, and acquisition of weap-
ons of mass destruction and the means to 
deliver them. On May 6, 1995, the President 
issued Executive Order 12959 imposing 
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more comprehensive sanctions to further re-
spond to this threat, and on August 19, 1997, 
the President issued Executive Order 13059 
consolidating and clarifying the previous or-
ders. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Iran continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, must continue in 
effect beyond March 15, 2004. Therefore, in 
accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran. Because the 
emergency declared by Executive Order 
12957 constitutes an emergency separate 
from that declared on November 14, 1979, 
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is 
distinct from the emergency renewal of No-
vember 2003. This notice shall be published 
in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 10, 2004. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:37 a.m., March 11, 2004] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on March 11, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on March 12.

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
March 10, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the Iran emergency is to continue in effect 

beyond March 15, 2004, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication. The most recent notice 
continuing this emergency was published in 
the Federal Register on March 14, 2003 (68 
Fed. Reg. 12563). 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iran constituted by the actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran, including its sup-
port for international terrorism, efforts to un-
dermine Middle East peace, and acquisition 
of weapons of mass destruction and the 
means to deliver them, that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on March 
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These ac-
tions and policies are contrary to the interests 
of the United States in the region and pose 
a continuing unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to Iran and maintain 
in force comprehensive sanctions against 
Iran to respond to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 10, 2004. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 11.

Satellite Remarks to the National 
Association of Evangelicals 
Convention 
March 11, 2004

Good morning, Ted. I want to thank you 
for your kind introduction. Thank you all very 
much. Thank you all. Ted, I think I need 
to invite you to Crawford so you can drive 
my pickup truck and learn the joys of that 
truck. 

I want to thank you for the invitation. It’s 
such a pleasure to speak to all of you in Colo-
rado Springs. The National Association of 
Evangelicals was founded 62 years ago with 
the highest of calling, to proclaim the king-
dom of God. Today, your organization in-
cludes 51 denominations representing some 
30 million people. You’re doing God’s work 
with conviction and kindness, and on behalf 
of our country, I thank you. 
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