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NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on March 25, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on March 26.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement 
With the Dominican Republic 

March 24, 2004

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 

the Trade Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–210; 
the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am pleased to notify the 
Congress of my intent to enter into a free 
trade agreement (FTA) with the Govern-
ment of the Dominican Republic. 

This agreement will create new opportuni-
ties for America’s workers, farmers, busi-
nesses, and consumers by eliminating bar-
riers to trade with the Dominican Republic, 
the largest economy in the Caribbean Basin. 
At the same time, it will help bring to the 
Dominican Republic expanded economic 
freedom and opportunity, and it will provide 
an opportunity for regional stability, democ-
racy, and economic development through 
closer ties of commerce, investment, and 
friendship. 

Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send-
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad-
vance of entering into an agreement with the 
Dominican Republic. My Administration 
looks forward to working with the Congress 
in developing appropriate legislation to ap-
prove and implement this free trade agree-
ment. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 24, 2004. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 25. An original 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this message.

Remarks in a Discussion on Job 
Training and the Economy in 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
March 25, 2004

Lucille Jordan. Mr. President, on behalf 
of the faculty, the administration, the stu-
dents, and the great citizens of the great 
State of New Hampshire, I’d like to welcome 
you to our campus. Mr. President, thank you. 

The President. Lucille, thanks. Thank you 
all. Thanks for having me. We’re going to 
have an interesting dialog today about jobs, 
job creators, and education, and how they 
all work together to make sure that this State 
remains competitive and a good place to find 
work. 

Before we do so, though, I do want to 
thank you, Lucille, for—and your board and 
your faculty and your students—for wel-
coming me here. It’s not easy to have the 
President come. [Laughter] Seems like 
there’s a large entourage. But I appreciate 
it. And it’s going to be—I think you’re going 
to enjoy this. I know I am. 

Participant. I’m planning on it. [Laugh-
ter] 

The President. Good. I had the privilege 
today of riding from the airport in Man-
chester with your great Governor, Craig Ben-
son. Appreciate you coming, Governor. I got 
to see the New Hampshire Government in 
action, because also in the car was the speak-
er, Gene Chandler, and the senate leader, 
Tom Eaton. I appreciate you all being here. 

I know the State attorney general is here. 
Peter, where are you? Thanks for coming. 
Good to see you, sir. Got a lot of members 
of the State house and State senate here. I 
know that Senator Jane O’Hearn, who hap-
pens to be the chair of the senate education 
committee—Lucille told me to be especially 
nice to her. [Laughter] Thank you for com-
ing. 

I first want to tell you how optimistic I 
am about the future of the country. You know 
why? Because we’ve overcome a lot, when 
you think about it. In the last 3 years, this 
country has really been challenged. Our spirit 
has been challenged. Our economy has been 
challenged, and we’ve overcome them. We’re 
a great country, full of wonderful people, 
dedicated, hard-working people. 
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